
Sustainability 
Speaker Series
Want to learn more about sustainability? 

Our presentations are designed to be 

read online or to be presented by our 

staff at your event or group meeting. 

Contact sustainability@cityoftacoma.org

or call (253) 591 - 5172 to book!

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=13589
mailto:Sustainability@cityoftacoma.org


Food: 

Too Good 

To Waste
Join the Challenge!



Food: Too Good To Waste

ÁWhat is wasted food?

ÁHow much are we wasting?

ÁWhat happens when we 

waste food?

ÁWhat can we do ?



What is Wasted Food?



Wasted Food vs. Food Waste

Wasted food is preventable! 

It is edible food that goes into 
the trash or compost instead of 
being eaten.



Wasted Food vs. Food Waste

Food waste is not preventable.

It is inedible food that can be 

composted (recycled). 

It is also a potential source for 

producing biogas to fuel vehicles. 



What is Wasteful?

Most Preferred

Least Preferred



How Much are we Wasting?



1/3 of all food is wasted globally.



In America, we waste more.
40% of food produced in the U.S. goes uneaten.



U.S. Waste Stream

Food makes up the largest 
percentage of our waste stream. 

These figures reflect amounts of 
food sent to landfill AFTER recycling 
and composting. 

Source: EPA òMunicipal Solid Waste Generation, Recycling, and Disposal in the United States: Facts and Figures for 2012



Americaõs wasted food could fill 
the Rose Bowl every single day.



How much do WEwaste? 
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Thousands of tons of food enter the landfill every year.



What Happens when we Waste Food?



Wasting Food Wastes Everything

$
Money Resources Energy Opportunity


