
Environmental Review Basics* 
The EIS 

An environmental impact statement (EIS) is prepared when the lead agency determines a proposal is likely to result in 
significant adverse environmental impacts. The EIS is not a decision. Rather: 

The EIS process is a tool for identifying and analyzing probable adverse environmental impacts, reasonable alterna-
tives, and possible mitigation. 

Much of this information is taken from Washington Department of Ecology information published at www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/sea/sepa/handbk/hbch03.html and www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sepa/apguide/apguide1.htm.  

Through the EIS process, 
areas of controversy and 

other significant issues are 
identified early when the 
opportunities to consider 
a broad range of solutions 

are greatest. 
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