
 

  

Amidst the many challenges faced in 2020, this past year also 

brought forth a renewed understanding of the positive impact that 

collective action can have on ensuring healthy communities.  

 

Five years ago, the City of Tacoma adopted the Environmental 

Action Plan (EAP) with the goal of identifying meaningful, high -

priority actions that the City of Tacoma and our community would 

take between 2016 and 2020 to meet the environmental goals 

outlined in the Tacoma 2025 Strategic Plan.  

 

While significant progress was made on many of the targets and 

actions detailed in the EAP, we also know that more equitable, 

ambitious, and urgent actions will be required to help mitigate the 

impacts of a changing climate that affect our community health, 

economy, and well -being.  

 

I am pleased to present this Year 5 progress report, which helps set 

the stage for new priorities and investments focused on equitable 

action for climate change and environmental justice in the years to 

come.  

 

To learn more about our climate action planning efforts, visit  

www.cityoftacoma.org/climate.  

 

Yours in Service,  
 

  

 

Victoria R. Woodards  

Mayor  
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Air and Local Food  

Clean air and safe, nutritious food 

are important to sustaining our local 

community.  

Climate Resiliency  

Climate change is having and will 

continue to have negative 

financial and social impacts to our 

built infrastructure and natural and 

social systems.  

Materials Management  

In the waste hierarchy we must    

prioritize reducing, then reusing, 

then recycling. Sharing, leasing,  

borrowing, refurbishing and buying 

used and durable goods should be 

the first choices.  

Natural Systems  

Acquiring and managing natural 

areas contributes to climate 

change resilience. Green spaces 

also offer Tacomans access to     

nature and can positively influence 

mental and physical health.  

Buildings and Energy  

Building energy represents about 

40% of emissions for Tacomaõs 

homes and businesses mostly due to 

natural gas used for heating.  

Transportation  

Transportation accounts for 73% of 

GHG emissions in Tacoma. Single -

occupancy passenger vehicles 

contribute significantly to overall 

transportation emissions.  

Six Categories of Sustainability  

The Environmental Action Plan (EAP) is 

a list of meaningful, high -priority 

actions that the City of Tacoma, 

Tacoma Public Utilities (TPU), and our 

community will take between 2016 

and 2020 to meet the environmental 

goals outlined in the Tacoma 2025 

Strategic Plan.  

What is the Environmental Action Plan and Its Intent?  

The EAP was developed in 2015 over 

nine months in a collaborative process 

with staff from multiple City of Tacoma 

departments, representatives of 

partner organizations, and residents of 

Tacoma.  

It replaces the 2008 Climate Action 

Plan and builds on the 2016 Climate 

Change Risk Assessment to present 

near -term sustainability targets and  

actions in six different categories.  

Each year the City releases a progress 

report detailing progress made on 

each target and action.  
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When the 2020 value 
exceeds the goal , 
data and icon is 
shown in green . 

When the 2020 value is 
behind the baseline , 

data and icon is 
shown in red . 

This report contains near -term targets for each of the six categories of sustainability. In most 

cases, the baseline was set using 2015 data, and 2020 is the target year. For each target, a 

graphic shows the baseline, goal, and progress so far:  

This report also contains actions that the City and community will take to reach the targets. 

Each action is given a progress rating and a status update :  

Look for stories of success throughout the report to see some of the impactful 

accomplishments made this year (or over the past five years) in each EAP category.  

The EAP recognizes that climate change poses serious threats for 

life in Tacoma  and demands a strong and thorough response.  

The targets and actions in the EAP are intended to improve the 

health and resilience of Tacoma by helping to reduce our 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Tacomaõs historic GHG 

emissions are shown in the graph to the left.  

 

The 2030 goal represents 50% reduced GHG emissions from 2019 

levels, and the 2050 goal represents the pledge to reach (net) -

zero emissions, in line with global efforts to limit warming to 1.5°

Celsius.  

Reading the 2020 Progress Report  
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TARGETS Natural Systems  


