Legislation Passed December 12, 2017
The Tacoma City Council, at its regular City Council meeting of December 12, 2017, adopted the
following resolutions and/or ordinances. The summary of the contents of said resolutions and/or
ordinances are shown below. To view the full text of the document, click on the bookmark at the left of
the page.

Amended Substitute Resolution No. 39882
A resolution amending Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council of the
City of Tacoma relating to Public Comment/Public Forum to suspend Citizens’ Forum on
the second Tuesday for one-year to allow for a revised Citizens’ Forum pilot project;
authorizing the one-time use of up to $25,000 of Council Contingency Funds, to assist in
evaluating and developing the pilot project; and directing the City Manager to negotiate an
agreement with the Center for Dialog and Resolution for said purpose.
[Council Member Walker Lee]
Resolution No. 39883
A resolution awarding a contract to Enfotech & Consulting, Inc., in the amount
of $334,298, plus applicable sales tax, budgeted from the Wastewater Fund, for the
implementation of a Pretreatment Information Management System Specification No. ES17-0200F.
[Daniel C. Thompson, PhD, Business Operations Division Manager;
Michael P. Slevin III, P.E., Director, Environmental Services]
Resolution No. 39885
A resolution adopting the priority issues for the 2018 sessions of the
United States Congress and Washington State Legislature.
[Randall Lewis, Government Relations Officer; Elizabeth Pauli,
City Manager]
Resolution No. 39886
A resolution requesting the Planning Commission to consider modifications to amend
Chapter 13.05 of the Municipal Code, relating to Land Use Permit Procedures, to modify
the Residential Infill Pilot Program by increasing the number of allowed Detached
Accessory Dwelling Units, and modifying the design standards and review process
pertaining to Two-family, Multi-family, and Cottage Housing developments.
[Brian Boudet, Planning Division Manager; Peter Huffman, Director,
Planning and Development Services]
Resolution No. 39887
A resolution authorizing the execution of an amendment to the agreement with the
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center, in the amount of $420,000, budgeted from the
General Fund and Mental Health Fund, for a total amount of $820,000, for operational
obligations through December 31, 2018.
[Vicky McLaurin, Management Analyst III; Linda Stewart, Director,
Neighborhood and Community Services]
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Resolution No. 39888
A resolution authorizing the execution of an amendment to the agreement with
The Salvation Army, in the amount of $455,953, budgeted from the General Fund,
for a total amount of $655,905, to provide stabilization services through
December 31, 2018.
[Erica Azcueta, Management Analyst III; Linda Stewart, Director,
Neighborhood and Community Services]

Resolution No. 39889
A resolution authorizing the execution of an amendment to the agreement with
Catholic Community Services, in the amount of $1,884,000, budgeted from the
General Fund and NCS Special Revenue Fund, for a total amount of $2,785,593, for
ongoing operation of the Stability Site and associated services through
December 31, 2018.
[Erica Azcueta, Management Analyst III; Linda Stewart, Director,
Neighborhood and Community Services]
Resolution No. 39890
A resolution authorizing an agreement with Lamar Company, LLC, d.b.a.
Lamar Advertising of Seattle, to remove 111 sign faces over a five-year period and
implement a permanent cap limit to no more than 225 sign faces in the City upon passage
of Ordinance No. 28476.
[Chris Bacha, Chief Deputy City Attorney; Bill Fosbre, City Attorney]
Resolution No. 39891
A resolution realigning the terms of various committees, boards, and commissions to
expire on a quarterly basis and allow for an enhanced onboarding program; realigning the
youth positions to the academic year; and setting all youth positions to one-year terms.
[David Nash-Mendez, Senior Management Fellow; Doris Sorum, City Clerk]
Resolution No. 39892
A resolution establishing a Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, to be composed
of eleven members and an alternate, for the purpose of better engaging immigrant and
refugee communities, and to work with community partners and staff to identify and
advance positive outcomes related to removing barriers for said communities.
[Council Member Campbell]
Resolution No. 39893
A resolution adopting a “Health and Equity in All Policies” policy, and directing the
City Manager to analyze proposed policies using a health and equity lens.
[Council Member Campbell]
Resolution No. 39894
A resolution establishing the Tacoma Permit Advisory Task Force to improve City policies,
codes, and procedures for the issuance of residential and commercial permits, and
directing the City Manager to appoint members and provide staff support.
[Deputy Mayor Thoms and Council Members Lonergan and McCarthy]
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Resolution No. 39895
A resolution authorizing the use of up to $10,000 of Council Contingency Funds for
sponsoring the Youth Summit at the 2018 Race and Pedagogy Conference at the
University of Puget Sound.
[Mayor Strickland and Council Members Blocker and Walker Lee]
Ordinance No. 28474
An ordinance amending the 2017-2022 Capital Facilities Element of the
Comprehensive Plan to include the Neighborhood and Community Services
Readiness Site project, and amending the 2017-2018 Capital Budget.
[Katie Johnston, Budget Manager; Andy Cherullo, Director, Finance]
Substitute Ordinance No. 28476
An ordinance amending Chapter 13.06 of the Municipal Code, relating to Zoning, to create
a billboard exchange program, allowing installation of new billboard faces in exchange for
removing billboard faces, and modifying development standards concerning design,
location, landscaping, dispersal, lighting, buffering, height, and alterations of billboards; and
adopting permit requirements to establish maximum permissible billboard heights.
[Chris Bacha, Chief Deputy City Attorney; Bill Fosbre, City Attorney]
Ordinance No. 28477
(First and Final Reading) An ordinance amending Section 6 of Ordinance No. 28430,
as amended by Ordinance No. 28457 by extending the sunset date for the declaration
of public emergency relating to the conditions of homeless encampments from
December 31, 2017, to December 31, 2018; and declaring an emergency, making
necessary the passage of this ordinance and it becoming effective immediately.
[Tadd Wille, Assistant City Manager; Elizabeth Pauli, City Manager]
Ordinance No. 28478
(First and Final Reading) An ordinance amending Chapter 8.12 of the Municipal Code,
relating to Disorderly Conduct, by extending the sunset date of Section 8.12.180.E, entitled
Unlawful Camping, to December 31, 2018, to allow for continued enforcement; and
declaring an emergency, making necessary the passage of this ordinance and it becoming
effective immediately.
[Don Ramsdell, Police Chief]

Req. #17-1260

Exhibit “A” amended 12/12/17

SUBSTITUTE

RESOLUTION NO. 39882
1

BY REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBER WALKER LEE

2

A RESOLUTION relating to the Rules of Procedure of the Council of the City of
Tacoma; amending Rule 9, relating to Public Comment/Public Forum;
authorizing the one-time use of an amount up to $25,000, budgeted from
the City Council Contingency Fund, for the purpose of funding a contract to
assist in evaluating and developing the format for revised Citizens’ Forums
and facilitating the Forums and other meetings as necessary; and directing
the City Manager to negotiate an agreement with the Center for Dialog and
Resolution, outlining the scope of work and deliverables.

3
4
5
6
7

WHEREAS there are concerns that the current Citizens’ Forum process

8
9

does not adequately allow residents to engage with their Council members, and
WHEREAS the existing process does not adequately address the variety of

10
11
12

concerns across the City, nor does it always address the concerns of diverse
communities, and

13

WHEREAS the City Council desires to retain the services of the Center for

14
15

Dialog and Resolution to assist in evaluating and developing the format for the

16

revised Citizens’ Forums, and facilitating said Forums and other meetings as

17

necessary, and

18

WHEREAS the City Council finds that it is in the public interest to use

19
20
21

one-time funding, in an amount up to $25,000, budgeted from the City Council
Contingency Funds, for this purpose, and
WHEREAS no Citizens’ Forum will be held in January 2018 so the contract

22
23
24

with the Center for Dialog and Resolution can be negotiated and put into effect,
and

25
26
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WHEREAS RCW 35.33.145 and 35.34.250 authorize a withdrawal from the
1
2

City Council Contingency Fund for any municipal expense, the necessity or extent
of which could not have been foreseen or reasonably evaluated at the time of

3
4

adopting the budget, and

5

WHEREAS the need for the consultant services contract could not have

6

been foreseen or reasonably evaluated at the time the City adopted its biennial

7

budget, and

8

WHEREAS Ordinance No. 22569 requires an affirmative vote of not less

9
10
11

than six members of the Council in order to withdraw moneys from this fund; Now,
Therefore,

12

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

13

Section 1. That the Rules of Procedure of the Council of the City of Tacoma

14

is hereby amended as follows: amending Rule 9, relating to Public

15
16
17

Comment/Public Forum, as more specifically set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”
Section 2. That one-time funding, in an amount up to $25,000, budgeted

18

from the City Council Contingency Fund, is hereby approved for the purpose of

19

funding a contract with the Center for Dialog and Resolution to assist in evaluating

20

and developing the format for the revised Citizens’ Forums and facilitating Forums

21
22

and other meetings as necessary.

23

Section 3. That the City Manager is hereby directed to negotiate an

24

agreement with the Center for Dialog and Resolution, outlining the scope of work

25

and deliverables.

26
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Section 4. That no Citizens’ Forum will be held in January 2018 so the
1
2

contract with the Center for Dialog and Resolution can be negotiated and put into
effect.

3
4

Adopted

5
6
7

Mayor
Attest:

8
9
10
11

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

12
13

City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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EXHIBIT “A”

1
2

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA

3
4
5

RULE 9 – PUBLIC COMMENT/PUBLIC FORUM

6

***
C. Citizens’ Forum - Second Tuesday. Citizens’ Forums shall be held monthly
at a date and location to be determined by the City CouncilOn the second
Tuesday of each month, time shall be reserved for citizens’ comments. The
purpose of this forum is to assist the Council in making policy decisions;
therefore, items of discussion shall be limited to matters over which the City
Council has jurisdiction. A speaker’s remarks shall be limited to up to three
minutes per person, per Citizens’ Forum. Where necessary, due to the
number of persons who want to address the Council, the presiding officer
shall retain authority to limit all persons’ remarks to an equal period of less
than three minutes. To further ensure equal opportunity for the public to
comment, each person may address the Council only one time during the
Citizens’ Forum portion of any meeting. Comment shall not be made in
support of or opposition to any matter on the Council Agenda for which the
time for public comment has passed.

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

***

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1271

RESOLUTION NO. 39883
1
2
3
4
5

A RESOLUTION related to the purchase of materials, supplies or equipment,
and the furnishing of services; authorizing the execution of a contract
with Enfotech & Consulting, Inc., in the amount of $334,298, plus
applicable sales tax, budgeted from the Wastewater Fund, for the
implementation of a Pretreatment Information Management System
pursuant to Specification No. ES17-0200F.
WHEREAS the City has complied with all applicable laws and processes

6
7

governing the acquisition of those supplies, and/or the procurement of those

8

services, inclusive of public works, as is shown by the attached Exhibit “A,”

9

incorporated herein as though fully set forth, and

10
11

WHEREAS the Board of Contracts and Awards has concurred with the
recommendation for award as set forth in the attached Exhibit “A”; Now,

12
13

Therefore,

14

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

15

Section 1. That the Council of the City of Tacoma concurs with the

16
17

Board of Contracts and Awards to adopt the recommendation for award as set
forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”

18
19

Section 2. That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to

20

enter into a contract with Enfotech & Consulting, Inc., in the amount of

21

$334,298, plus applicable sales tax, budgeted from the Wastewater Fund, for

22
23
24
25
26
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1

the implementation of a Pretreatment Information Management System

2

pursuant to Specification No. ES17-0200F, consistent with Exhibit “A.”

3
4

Adopted

5
6
7

Mayor
Attest:

8
9

City Clerk

10
11

Approved as to form:

12
13

City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1162

RESOLUTION NO. 39885
1
2
3

A RESOLUTION relating to government relations; authorizing the adoption of
priority issues for the 2018 sessions of the United States Congress and
Washington State Legislature.
WHEREAS, in order to increase efficiency and make the most effective

4
5

use of resources, it is necessary for the City Council to establish priority issues

6

before each annual session of the United States Congress (“Congress”) and

7

the Washington State Legislature (“Legislature”), and

8
9

WHEREAS this action allows members of Congress and the Legislature
to know which issues the City Council considers to be the most significant in a

10
11
12

given year and allows staff to prioritize its legislative activities, and
WHEREAS the City Council has identified priority issues for the City for

13

the 2018 Session of the United States Congress and Washington State

14

Legislature; Now, Therefore,

15

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

16
17
18

That the Council of the City of Tacoma does hereby adopt the 2018 City of
Tacoma State and Federal Legislative Agendas and necessary amendments of the

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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1

City’s Legislative Policy Manual, said documents to be substantially in the form of

2

the copies on file in the office of the City Clerk.

3
4

Adopted

5
6
7

Mayor
Attest:

8
9

City Clerk

10
11

Approved as to form:

12
13

City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1231

RESOLUTION NO. 39886
1

BY REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBER WALKER LEE

2

A RESOLUTION relating to zoning; requesting the Planning Commission to
consider modifications to Tacoma Municipal Code 13.05.115, the
Residential Infill Pilot Program, for the purpose of increasing the number of
allowed Detached Accessory Dwelling Units and modifying the design
standards and review process pertaining to Two-family, Multi-family, and
Cottage Housing developments.

3
4
5
6

WHEREAS, on December 1, 2015, pursuant to Ordinance No. 28336, the

7
8
9
10
11
12

City Council established the Residential Infill Pilot Program (“Program”), as codified
in Tacoma Municipal Code (“TMC”) 13.05.115, and
WHEREAS the purpose of the Program is to promote innovative residential
infill development types while ensuring that such development demonstrates
high-quality building and site design that is responsive to and harmonious with

13
14

neighborhood patterns and character, and applies to the following four categories

15

of residential infill: Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit (“DADU”), Two-family or

16

Townhouse, Multi-family, and Cottage Housing, and

17
18

WHEREAS the Program launched at the end of 2016, and by the application
deadline of March 31, 2017, a total of 16 applications were received, consisting of

19
20
21
22
23
24

12 DADU applications, three Cottage Housing applications, and one Two-family
application, and
WHEREAS in May 2017, following the review process and with the
assistance of a special advisory review committee, the Planning Director issued an
official determination selecting three DADU projects and one Cottage Housing

25
26
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project to move forward; to date, only one of the four selected projects has
1

proceeded, and

2

WHEREAS, leading up to, during, and after the initial implementation of the

3
4

Program in 2017, Tacoma residents and members of the development community

5

reached out to staff to express concerns about barriers to participation in the

6

Program, and have suggested ways that the Program may be improved, and

7
8

WHEREAS, based on feedback from the community and staff evaluation of
Program implementation, it has been determined that Program modifications

9
10

should be considered in order to increase access to and participation in the

11

Program, thus creating avenues for broader and more affordable housing choices

12

in response to varied cultural norms, aging-in-place needs, and changing values

13

about housing, and

14

WHEREAS potential modifications to the Program may include, but are not

15
16
17

limited to, the following:
•

Increasing the number of DADUs from three to a greater number, such as 15,
to allow for more example projects in more areas of the community;

•

Modifying the standards for Cottage Housing developments to provide
flexibility on certain standards, such as open space requirements, to better
accommodate small cottage housing developments;

•

Modifying the process for Two-family and small Multi-family proposals to allow
for a two-phase design review process, so that developers could receive
preliminary approval by presenting a “concept design” before having to
acquire a specific property; and

•

Modifying pertinent aspects of the regulations to provide clearer authority for
the design review and discretionary Director review process, to include
consideration of flexible approaches to standard requirements, and

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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WHEREAS, at its meeting of November 9, 2017, the Community, Vitality
1
2

and Safety Committee reviewed this issue and recommended that it be brought
before the City Council for consideration, and

3

WHEREAS the City Council recognizes the need to increase access to and

4
5

participation in the Program, and is requesting the Planning Commission to

6

consider modifications to the Program to achieve this desired outcome; Now,

7

Therefore,

8

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

9

That the City Council hereby requests the Planning Commission to consider

10
11

modifications to Tacoma Municipal Code 13.05.115, the Residential Infill Pilot

12

Program, for the purpose of increasing the number of allowed Detached Accessory

13

Dwelling Units, and modifying the design standards and review process pertaining

14

to Two-family, Multi-family, and Cottage Housing developments.

15
16

Adopted

17
18
19

Mayor
Attest:

20
21
22
23

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

24
25

Deputy City Attorney

26
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Req. #17-1240

RESOLUTION NO. 39887
1
2
3
4
5
6

A RESOLUTION relating to the prevention of domestic violence; authorizing the
execution of Amendment No. 1 to the agreement with the Crystal Judson
Family Justice Center (“FJC”) in the amount of $420,000, budgeted from the
General Fund and Mental Health Fund, for a cumulative contract total of
$820,000, and extending the contract term through December 31, 2018, to
allow the FJC to meet its operational obligations.
WHEREAS, in 2005, the Crystal Judson Family Justice Center (“FJC”) was
created as a partnership between Pierce County and the City of Tacoma,

7
8

dedicated to the prevention of domestic violence, and

9

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2016, pursuant to Resolution No. 39618, the

10

City Council approved 2017-2018 biennial funding, in the amount of $670,684, for

11

domestic violence related services, including services provided by the FJC, and

12

WHEREAS it is necessary to increase the contract with the FJC, in the

13
14

amount of $420,000, for a cumulative contract total of $820,000, budgeted from the

15

General Fund, and extend the contract term through December 31, 2018, to allow

16

the FJC to meet its operational obligations, and

17
18

WHEREAS funding is available from the General Fund for these costs;
Now, Therefore,

19
20

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

21

That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to execute

22

Amendment No. 1 to the agreement with the Crystal Judson Family Justice

23

Center, in the amount of $420,000, budgeted from the General Fund, for a

24

cumulative contract total of $820,000, and to extend the contract term through

25
26

-1Res17-1240.doc-DEC/bn

1

December 31, 2018, said document to be substantially in the form of the proposed

2

agreement on file in the office of the City Clerk.

3
4

Adopted

5
6
7

Mayor
Attest:

8
9

City Clerk

10
11

Approved as to form:

12
13

Deputy City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1251

RESOLUTION NO. 39888
1
2
3

A RESOLUTION relating to human services and homelessness; authorizing
Amendment No. 1 to the agreement with the Salvation Army, in the amount
of $455,953, budgeted from the General Fund for the period of January 1,
2018, through December 31, 2018, for a projected total of $655,905, for the
purpose of providing stabilization services.

4

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2017, the City Council declared a state of public
5
6
7
8
9

health emergency in response to the growing concentrations of people living in
encampments in Tacoma, and
WHEREAS, to address this issue, the City implemented a three-phase
approach; Phase 2 of the approach is a temporary sheltering site located at

10

1423 Puyallup Avenue in Tacoma, and
11
12

WHEREAS, in an effort to provide additional support to individuals at the

13

site, the City contracted with the Salvation Army to give priority access for shelter,

14

diversion services, and housing navigation services, and

15

WHEREAS the Salvation Army shelter offers 20 beds and accommodation

16

for pets, and three meals per day to individuals, and offers additional services,
17
18

including intake into the Coordinated Entry System, supportive services from other

19

service providers, such as mental health and substance abuse services, diversion

20

and case management, and peer support, and

21

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the public that this contract be

22

amended to allow for additional and ongoing services for those experiencing
23
24
25
26

homelessness, and
WHEREAS the proposed amendment provides for an increase to the
existing contract, in the amount of $455,953, budgeted from the General Fund,
-1Res17-1251.doc-DEC/bn

extends the term of the contract for the period of January 1, 2018, through
1

December 31, 2018, for a projected total of $655,905; Now, Therefore,

2

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

3

That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to enter into an

4
5

amendment to the agreement with the Salvation Army, in the amount of $455,953,

6

budgeted from the General Fund, for the period of January 1, 2018, through

7

December 31, 2018, for a projected total of $655,905, for the purpose of providing

8

additional stabilization services, said amendment to be substantially in the form of

9
10
11

the document on file in the office of the City Clerk.

Adopted

12
13
14

Mayor
Attest:

15
16
17

City Clerk

18

Approved as to form:

19
20

Deputy City Attorney

21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1250

RESOLUTION NO. 39889
1
2
3
4
5
6

A RESOLUTION relating to human services and homelessness; authorizing
Amendment No. 1 to the agreement with Catholic Community Services, in
the amount of $1,884,000, budgeted from the General Fund and NCS
Special Revenue Fund, for the period of January 1, 2018, through
December 31, 2018, for a projected total of $2,785,593, for ongoing
operation of the Stability Site and associated services.
WHEREAS, on May 9, 2017, the City Council declared a state of public
health emergency in response to the growing concentrations of people living in

7

encampments in Tacoma, and
8
9

WHEREAS, to address this issue, the City implemented a three-phase

10

approach; Phase 2 of the approach is a temporary sheltering site located at

11

1423 Puyallup Avenue in Tacoma (“Stability Site”), and

12

WHEREAS the Stability Site includes a large tent that holds individual tents

13

inside and twenty pallet shelters outside, and also includes portable showers,
14
15

handwashing stations, laundry facilities, and restrooms, and

16

WHEREAS, in June 2017, the City entered into an agreement with Catholic

17

Community Services (“CCS”) to operate the Stability Site on an full-time (24 hours

18

per day, seven days per week) basis, and to offer direct services, including, but not

19

limited to, case management, housing referrals, behavioral health services, meals,
20
21

and employment assistance, to an average of 90 residents at the site, and

22

WHEREAS the contract with CCS expires on December 31, 2017, and

23

WHEREAS since the City opened the Stability Site, it has learned that

24

67 percent of the residents self-report experiencing mental health issues, and

25

23 percent experience substance abuse disorders, and
26
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WHEREAS providing access to mental health and substance abuse
1
2

treatment services is a key component to stability and self-sufficiency for these
individuals, and

3
4

WHEREAS the proposed amendment to the Contract and that amended

5

Scope of Work includes increased emphasis on site resident engagement in

6

meaningful activities, connections to treatment and case management services,

7

and utilizing behavioral agreements to support positive change and require

8

engagement with service providers, and

9
10

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the public that this contract be

11

amended to allow for ongoing operation of the site and the provision of associated

12

services, and

13
14

WHEREAS the proposed amendment provides for an increase to the
existing contract, in the amount of $1,884,000, budgeted from the General Fund

15
16

and NCS Special Revenue Fund, for a projected total of $2,785,593, and extends

17

the term of the contract for the period of January 1, 2018, through December 31,

18

2018; Now, Therefore,

19
20

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:
That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to enter into an

21
22

amendment to the agreement with Catholic Community Services, in the amount of

23

$1,884,000, budgeted from the General Fund and NCS Special Revenue Fund, for

24

a projected total of $2,785,593, for the period of January 1, 2018, through

25

December 31, 2018, for ongoing operation of the Stability Site and associated

26
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services, said amendment to be substantially in the form of the document on file in
1

the office of the City Clerk.

2
3

Adopted

4
5
6

Mayor
Attest:

7
8

City Clerk

9
10

Approved as to form:

11
12

Deputy City Attorney

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1305

RESOLUTION NO. 39890

3

A RESOLUTION relating to billboards, authorizing the City Manager to execute
an Agreement with the Lamar Company, LLC, d.b.a. Lamar Advertising
of Seattle (“Lamar”), and providing for the obligations of the City and
Lamar upon passage of Ordinance No. 28476.

4

WHEREAS, in 1997, the City Council enacted amendments to the City’s

1
2

5
6

Sign Code, imposing a ten-year amortization period for removing non-conforming
billboards, and

7
8
9

WHEREAS, in 2007, Clear Channel brought a lawsuit against the City,
alleging that the City’s Sign Code unconstitutionally regulated speech (e.g.

10

regulations were impermissibly content based and impermissibly favored one form

11

of speech over another), and

12

WHEREAS, in 2010, the City and Clear Channel settled and dismissed the

13
14
15
16
17
18

lawsuit through a settlement agreement, allowing Clear Channel to refile its lawsuit
if the City Council did not adopt an ordinance allowing digital billboards, and
WHEREAS, in 2011, the Planning Commission and City Council rejected an
ordinance that would allow digital billboards in the City, and
WHEREAS, in August 2011, the City filed a declaratory judgement action

19
20

against Clear Channel, seeking to invalidate the settlement agreement, and

21

adopted Ordinance No. 28009, implementing additional billboard regulations and

22

prohibiting digital billboards, and

23
24

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2011, the Court granted in part, and denied in
part, Clear Channel’s Motion to Dismiss the City’s lawsuit, leaving in place some of

25
26

the City’s claims for declaratory relief, and
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WHEREAS, in August 2012, the City and Clear Channel entered into a
1
2

Standstill Agreement, providing that (1) the City’s complaint would be dismissed
without prejudice; (2) the statute of limitations would be tolled for the claims raised

3
4

by the City and Clear Channel; (3) enforcement of the 2011 ordinance updating

5

billboard regulations and prohibiting digital billboards would be stayed for two

6

years; (4) the City and Clear Channel would continue discussions toward a

7

possible resolution; (5) Clear Channel would relinquish its rights in banked signed

8

permits; and (6) Clear Channel would remove 31 sign panels (faces) and

9
10

undertake maintenance of 18 billboards, and

11

WHEREAS, in 2014, the Tacoma Billboards Community Working

12

Group (“CWG”) convened to explore alternative options for billboard regulation,

13

and in 2015, the City Council, pursuant to Resolution No. 39145, directed the

14

City Manager to work with billboard owners, community stakeholders, and the

15
16
17
18
19
20

Planning Commission to develop recommendations for removing and
consolidating billboards, and
WHEREAS, between March 2015 and December 2016, City staff and the
Planning Commission continued to review proposed amendments to the Sign
Code and to engage in discussions with Clear Channel to come to a mutually

21
22

acceptable agreement to resolve Clear Channel’s claims, and

23

WHEREAS the Lamar Company, LLC (“Lamar”) acquired all Clear Channel

24

billboards in the Tacoma-Seattle Region in early 2017, whereupon City staff began

25

discussions with Lamar to determine if a mutually acceptable agreement could be

26

reached to preclude a legal challenge to the Sign Code, and
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WHEREAS, throughout the course of the City Council’s and City Manager’s
1
2

efforts to seek enforcement of, and propose amendments to, the City’s billboard
regulations, the City Council and City Manager have received legal advice form the

3
4

City Attorney and outside counsel regarding the legal and economic risks

5

associated with enforcement of the current and proposed billboard regulations, and

6

WHEREAS the discussions with Lamar have led Lamar to propose an

7
8

agreement with the City that, if approved and implemented by the City Council,
would resolve the dispute with Lamar and require Lamar’s removal of 111 sign

9
10

faces over a five-year period, implement a permanent cap (225) upon the

11

maximum number of sign faces that could be owned by Lamar in the City, preserve

12

Lamar’s vested rights contained in the settlement agreement between Clear

13

Channel and Lamar, prohibit Lamar from bringing a legal challenge to Ordinance

14

No. 28476 if it should be passed by the City Council, require the City to defend any

15
16

legal challenges to Ordinance No. 28476, and obligate the City to compensate

17

Lamar for the fair market value of any signs remove or eliminated as a result of

18

enactment of a future amendment to the billboard regulations, and

19
20

WHEREAS, unless and until the City Council enacts Ordinance No. 28476,
the City and Lamar will retain the same rights they possessed prior to execution of

21
22
23

the proposed agreement, and
WHEREAS the proposed agreement would not limit or impair the City’s

24

authority to enact future ordinances or regulations governing signs or limit or impair

25

the City’s police power authority in any way, and would not affect the City’s current

26

regulations prohibiting digital billboards and the internal illumination of signs, and
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WHEREAS the City Council, having been in all matters fully advised and
1
2

having considered all matters related hereto, finds that it is in the best interest of
the public welfare and the City to approve the agreement as proposed and

3
4

authorize its execution by the City Manager on behalf of the City; Now Therefore,

5

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

6

That the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute an agreement with

7
8

the Lamar Company, LLC, d.b.a. Lamar Advertising of Seattle, said agreement to
be substantially in the form of the document on file with the City Clerk.

9
10

Adopted

11
12
13

Mayor
Attest:

14
15
16
17

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

18
19

Chief Deputy City Attorney

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1304

RESOLUTION NO. 39891
1
2
3

A RESOLUTION relating to committees, boards, and commissions; realigning
the terms of various committees, boards, and commissions to expire on
a quarterly basis and allow for an enhanced onboarding program,
realigning the youth positions to the academic year, and setting all youth
positions to one-year terms.

4

WHEREAS, on April 5 2017, the Government Performance and Finance

5
6

Committee (“GPFC”) requested an evaluation of the City’s Committees, Boards,

7

and Commissions (“CBC”) for the purpose of reducing the impact of interviews on

8

the Council Standing Committees, and

9

WHEREAS the evaluation included a survey of currently serving CBC

10
11

members, members who served within the last five years, and those who applied

12

to a CBC within the last five years, and also included scheduling, staff support,

13

expectations, interviewing, accessibility, demographics, equity, and alignment,

14

and

15

WHEREAS proposals arising from the CBC survey were discussed by CBC

16
17
18
19
20
21

staff support and recommended for vetting by the City Clerk’s Office and City
Manager’s Office, and
WHEREAS, on November 15, 2017, the City Clerk provided the GPFC with
the results of the review, and
WHEREAS the GPFC supports recommendations relating to term

22
23
24

alignments and youth participation, and
WHEREAS, in order to reduce the impact of interviews on Standing

25

Committees and allow for enhanced training of CBC members, the proposed

26

recommendations, as set for in the attached Exhibit “A,” would realign CBC term
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expirations to fall on a quarterly basis spread evenly across the calendar year,
1

and

2

WHEREAS, in order to encourage youth participation on CBCs, the

3
4
5

recommendations include reducing youth terms to one-year periods and aligning
those terms to the academic year; Now, Therefore,

6

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

7

That the City Council hereby supports the following recommendations of

8

Committee, Boards, and Commissions Evaluation: (1) realigning term limits to

9
10

expire on a quarter basis; (2) adjusting all youth seats to one-year terms; and

11

(3) realigning youth seats to coincide with the September to June academic

12

calendar, all as more specifically set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”

13
14

Adopted

15
16
17

Mayor
Attest:

18
19
20

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

21
22
23

City Attorney

24
25
26
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EXHIBIT “A”
1

Committees, Boards, and Commissions Realignment Recommendations:

2
3
4

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 1 - BOMA
Representative,” currently held by Rick Semple, be amended from 8/12/2019 to
8/31/2019, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 2 - General
Contractor,” currently held by Glen Garrett, be amended from 8/12/2019 to
8/31/2019, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 3 - Fire Dept.
Representative,” currently held by Laurie Bischof, be amended from 9/1/2019 to
8/31/2019, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 4 - Architect,”
currently held by Rory Connally, be amended from 1/7/2021 to 8/31/2021, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 5 - Structural
Engineer,” currently held by Cap Pearson, be amended from 6/5/2020 to
8/31/2020, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 6 - Mechanical
Engineer,” currently held by Richard Hultz, be amended from 9/11/2020 to
8/31/2020, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Board of Building Appeals titled “Position 7 Mechanical/Plumbing Contractor,” currently held by Charles Mitchel, be
amended from 3/3/2022 to 8/31/2022, with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 1,” currently held by Erin Lee, be amended from 7/31/2020 to 6/30/2020,
with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 2,” currently held by Joan Moffat, be amended from 7/31/2018 to
6/30/2018, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 3,” currently held by Emily Alm, be amended from 7/31/2018 to 6/30/2018,
with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 4,” currently held by Rena Yadrick, be amended from 7/31/2018 to
6/30/2018, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 5,” currently vacant, to begin on 6/30/2018 to expire 6/30/2020, with
interviews held in May.

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “At-Large
No. 6,” currently vacant, to begin on 6/30/2018 to expire 6/30/2020, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “Council
District No. 1,” currently held by Ruth Dalenius, be amended from 7/31/2018 to
6/30/2018, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “Council
District No. 2,” currently held by Betty Popenuck, be amended from 7/31/2018
to 6/30/2019, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “Council
District No. 3,” currently held by Jennifer Chernut, be amended from 7/31/2019
to 6/30/2019, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “Council
District No. 4,” currently held by Ashley Jones, be amended from 7/31/2019 to
6/30/2019, with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the City Events and Recognitions Committee titled “Council
District No. 5,” currently vacant, be amended from 7/31/2016 to 6/30/2019, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by William Driscoll, be amended from 12/31/2017 to 8/31/2021,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Jay Jetter, be amended from 12/31/2017 to 8/31/2021, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Michael Miller, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 8/31/2019,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Heather Moss, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 8/31/2020,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Gary Pedersen, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 8/31/2020,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Kimberly Seely, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 8/31/2020,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Foss Waterway Development Authority titled “Member,”
currently held by Joe Zawacki, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 8/31/2019, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Brad Bates, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 2/28/2019, with interviews held
in February.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Lorenzo Cervantes, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 2/28/2019, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Kelsey Fischer, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Jennifer Haggard-Mlynarek, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 2/28/2019, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Lisa Snyder, be amended from 12/31/2020 to 2/28/2021, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Joseph Kloby, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Rebecca Stith, be amended from 12/31/2018 to 2/28/2019, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Jeremy Terhar, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/28/2018, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Areum (Andy) Youn, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/28/2019, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Gina Fonseca Crescioni, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Kim Tosch, be amended from 3/3/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in
February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Allen Ratcliffe, be amended from 12/31/2020 to 2/28/2021, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Jennifer Vasilez, be amended from 12/31/2020 to 2/28/2021, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Natalie Collins, be amended from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews
held in February.

•

The position on the Human Rights Commission titled “Member,” currently held
by Maria Villalpando Ramos, be amended from 12/31/2020 to 2/28/2021, with
interviews held in February.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Rahn Clayton, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2019, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Zachary Dillon, be amended from 4/30/2020 to 5/31/2020, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Jovan Dumas, be amended from 4/30/2018 to 5/31/2018, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Jason Grube, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2019, with interviews
held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Indira Hubble, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2019, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Brian Humphreys, be amended from 4/30/2018 to 5/31/2018, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Kelly McDonald, be amended from 4/30/2020 to 5/31/2020, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Korbett Mosesly, be amended from 4/30/2018 to 5/31/2018, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Dana Owens-Cheatham, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2019,
with interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Elizabeth Pebley, be amended from 4/30/2018 to 5/31/2019, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Janet Thiessen, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2019, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Sean Waite, be amended from 4/30/2018 to 5/31/2018, with interviews
held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Naomi Wilson, be amended from 4/30/2020 to 5/31/2020, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Kashmir Govronski, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2020, with
interviews held in May.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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•

The position on the Human Services Commission titled “Member,” currently
held by Valentine Smith, be amended from 4/30/2019 to 5/31/2020, with
interviews held in May.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“At-Large,” currently held by Alex Hogan, be amended from 12/31/2019, to
2/28/2021 with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“At-Large,” currently held by Lisa Lukan, be amended from 12/31/2018 to
2/28/2019, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Attorney,” currently held by Daniel Montopoli be amended from 12/31/2019 to
2/29/2021, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Attorney,” currently vacant, be amended from 12/31/2016 to 2/28/2019, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Contractor,” currently held by Karsen Keever, be amended from 12/31/2019
to 2/28/2021, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Contractor,” currently vacant, be amended from 12/31/2017 to 2/28/2019, with
interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Certified Public Accountant,” currently held by Jason Kors, be amended from
12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Certified Public Accountant,” currently held by Matthew Schemp, be amended
from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Banking or Financing,” currently held by Tess Colby, be amended from
12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Banking or Financing,” currently held by Steve Snider, be amended from
12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Licensed Realtor or Broker,” currently held by Zachary Schon, be amended
from 12/31/2019 to 2/29/2020, with interviews held in February.

•

The position on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority* titled
“Licensed Realtor or Broker,” currently vacant, be amended from 12/31/2017 to
2/28/2018, with interviews held in February.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

* Amending Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority (“TCRA”) Board terms will require action by
the TCRA Board. This Exhibit expresses legislative intent.
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•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “At-Large No. 1,” currently
held by Evette Mason, be extended from 7/31/2020 to 8/31/2020, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “At-Large No. 2,” currently
held by Sarah Miller, be extended from 7/31/2020 to 8/31/2020, with interviews
held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “At-Large No. 3,” currently
held by Jane Ann Moore, be extended from 7/31/2018 to 8/31/2018, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “At-Large No. 4,” currently
held by John Thurlow, be extended from 7/31/2019 to 8/31/2019, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “Council District No. 1,”
currently held by Jacki Skaught, be extended from 7/31/2018 to 8/31/2018, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “Council District No. 2,”
currently held by Judi Hyman, be extended from 7/31/2018 to 8/31/2018, with
interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “Council District No. 3,”
currently held by Justin Leighton, be extended from 7/31/2018 to 8/31/2019,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “Council District No. 4,”
currently held by Cassandra Brown, be extended from 7/31/2020 to 8/31/2020,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Transportation Commission titled “Council District No. 5,”
currently held by Bucoda Warren, be extended from 7/31/2020 to 8/31/2020,
with interviews held in August.

•

The position on the Citizen Police Advisory Committee titled “Youth Position,”
currently vacant, be extended from 12/31/2017 to 8/31/2018, with interviews
held in November.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
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Req. #17-1272

RESOLUTION NO. 39892
1
2
3
4
5
6

A RESOLUTION establishing a Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, to
be composed of eleven members and an alternate, for the purpose of better
engaging Tacoma’s immigrant and refugee communities; and to work with
community partners, City departments, and within the City’s Equity and
Empowerment framework to identify and advance positive outcomes for
members of refugee and immigrant communities related to access to and
participation in Tacoma’s economic, cultural and civic life and to
employment, economic development, public health, student achievement,
citizenship, public safety, criminal justice, civic engagement, language
access, and protection of civil rights.

7

WHEREAS the City wishes to be recognized as a livable and progressive

8
9
10

international city, regarded for the richness of its diverse population and natural
setting, and

11
12

WHEREAS Tacoma is home to many immigrant and refugee communities,
and the City recognizes the value of cultural diversity and its contribution to the

13
14

City’s civic and economic identity, and
WHEREAS the City is committed to improving the lives of all its residents,

15
16

regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or

17

language, and

18

WHEREAS the City passed the Welcoming Cities and Counties Initiative,

19
20

which encourages communities to create more welcoming, immigrant-friendly

21

environments that maximize opportunities for economic growth and vitality, and

22

supports all efforts to make the City more vibrant, inclusive, and welcoming for all,

23

and

24

WHEREAS the City adopted an Equity and Empowerment Framework

25
26

consisting of five elements: (1) City of Tacoma Workforce Reflects the Community
it Serves; (2) Purposeful Community Outreach and Engagement; (3) Equitable
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Service Delivery to all Residents and Visitors; (4) Support Human Rights and
1
2

Opportunities for Everyone to Achieve their Full Potential; and (5) Commitment to
Equity in Policy Decision-making, and

3
4
5
6
7
8

WHEREAS language and cultural barriers may compromise equal access to
government services and programs, and
WHEREAS the City Council is working to enhance and improve both the
relationship of City government with refugee and immigrant residents, and access
to City services and resources for these communities, and

9
10

WHEREAS the City Council desires to take proactive steps to strengthen

11

ongoing efforts to address existing and emerging needs of immigrant and refugee

12

communities by the creation of the Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs;

13

Now, Therefore,

14

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

15
16

Section 1. That the Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs

17

(“Commission”) is hereby established for the purpose of better engaging immigrant

18

and refugee communities, with the goal of reducing barriers to immigrant and

19

refugee access to and participation in Tacoma’s economic, cultural, and civic life.

20

The Commission will work with community partners, City Commissions, Boards

21
22

and Committees, City departments, and within the City’s Equity and Empowerment

23

framework to identify and advance positive outcomes for members of refugee and

24

immigrant communities related to employment, economic development, public

25

health, student achievement, citizenship, public safety, criminal justice, civic

26

engagement, language access, and protection of civil rights.
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A. Commission Composition.
1
2

1. The Commission shall be composed of eleven members, to
include one youth or young adult member under the age of 25 at the time of

3
4
5

appointment. An alternate member will also be appointed.
2. In making appointments to the Commission, all efforts shall be

6

made to maintain geographical, gender and sexual orientation balance and to

7

reflect the diversity and national origin of the immigrant and refugee community in

8

Tacoma. To the extent possible, membership should be from African communities,

9
10

European/Middle East communities, Latino communities, and Asian/Pacific

11

Islander communities. A majority of the members should be immigrants or

12

refugees. All members shall demonstrate experience or expertise with immigrant

13

issues, as well as a commitment to all immigrant and refugee communities. The

14

City Council will coordinate appointments to ensure the representation goals in this

15
16
17

subsection are met.
3. The Commission should meet on a regular basis with the Tacoma

18

Human Rights Commission and the Tacoma Area Commission on Disabilities

19

through a designated representative or joint meetings.

20

4. Each Commissioner shall serve for a term of three years. No

21
22

member shall serve more than three consecutive terms. If a member is appointed

23

to fill the duration of an unexpired term, then that term shall qualify as one of the

24

three consecutive terms if the portion of the unexpired term actually served is one

25

year or more. To start, all appointments shall be staggered rotations and terms.

26

Terms begin March 1 and end the last day in February.
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B. Commission Duties.
1
2

1. The Commission shall have the duty and power to study problems
and issues specifically impacting the immigrant and refugee communities in the

3
4

City of Tacoma and provide written recommendations, context, and input to

5

Tacoma’s policy makers, including to the Mayor, City Council, City Manager, and

6

City Department heads, toward the development and implementation of programs,

7

services, and practices specific to the purpose of furthering immigrant and refugee

8

access to and participation in Tacoma’s economic, cultural, and civic life.

9
10

2. The Commission may hold community meetings, consult with

11

other City Commissions, Boards and Committees, public agencies, civil rights

12

organizations, representatives of employers, labor unions, faith based institutions,

13

professional associations, community organizations concerned with and

14

advocating for immigrants and refugees, social welfare organizations, and any

15
16

other associations, organizations, and institutions as directed by the City Council or

17

as the Commission shall deem advisable to engage in a constructive, integrative,

18

and meaningful way with immigrant and refugee communities, to connect

19

immigrant and refugee communities with allies and stakeholders, to provide

20

education by raising awareness about available resources and opportunities, to

21
22

identify mutual community challenges and opportunities and develop potential

23

partnerships between Tacoma’s immigrant and refugee communities and the City,

24

and to promote recognition of the contributions of foreign-born residents to the

25

economic and cultural vitality of Tacoma.

26
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3. If requested, the Commission will collaborate with, assist, and
1
2

make recommendations to any public officials, jurisdictions, departments, public or
private organizations, community groups or other individuals or entities regarding

3
4

the development and implementation of programs, services and practices specific

5

to the purpose of furthering immigrant and refugee access to and participation in

6

Tacoma’s economic, cultural, and civic life.

7
8

4. Annual Workplan. The Commission shall develop an Annual
Workplan and an Annual Report of each previous year’s work. The Annual Report

9
10

shall include a summary of Commission accomplishments and challenges, as well

11

as recommendations on how the City can continue to develop and implement

12

programs, services, and practices specific to the purpose of furthering immigrant

13

and refugee access to and participation in Tacoma’s economic, cultural, and civic

14

life. The Commission shall brief the assigned City Council Committee on its

15
16

Annual Workplan and Annual Report.

17

5. Rules of procedure. The Commission may establish protocols

18

and rules of procedure as are necessary to carry out the duties and functions of

19

the Commission.

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Section 2. That, in order to advance its mission, the Commission will be

1
2

provided staff support on behalf of the City of Tacoma.

3
4

Adopted

5

Mayor

6
7

Attest:

8
9

City Clerk

10
11

Approved as to form:

12
13

Deputy City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1275

RESOLUTION NO. 39893
1

BY REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBER CAMPBELL

2

A RESOLUTION adopting a “Health and Equity in All Policies” policy, and directing
the City Manager to analyze proposed policies using a health and equity
lens.

3
4
5

WHEREAS, in 2014, the City Council adopted an Equity and Empowerment

6

policy framework with five goals, including a commitment to equity in all policy

7

decisions, and

8
9

WHEREAS this framework guides the City’s development of equity policies
relating to workforce hiring and development, community engagement, service

10
11

delivery, and resource allocation, and

12

WHEREAS, in 2015, the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department

13

(“TPCHD”) attended a City Study Session to present on “Health and Root Causes

14

of Health Inequities in Tacoma and Pierce County,” which outlined how public

15

policies can contribute to the health inequities visible throughout Tacoma, resulting

16
17
18

in large variances in quality of health and life expectancy, and
WHEREAS policies have health effects, both positive and negative, on the

19

communities and people they affect; studies show that social, economic, and

20

environmental factors influence up to 55 percent of a person’s health, and

21

WHEREAS, in 2016, the TPCHD passed Resolution No. 2016-4495, a

22
23

resolution of the Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health, adopting a health in all

24

policies approach to promote healthy communities, and further, recommending that

25

decision-makers at all levels of local and state government consider the health in

26
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all policies approach when reviewing and rewriting existing policies, to include
1
2

potential impacts on specific communities burdened by health inequities, and
WHEREAS, in 2017, the TPCHD provided the framework of a “Health in All

3
4
5
6
7
8

Policies” analysis tool to the City, and requested that the City adopt the tool for its
use, and
WHEREAS “Health in All Policies” is an approach that integrates health into
decisions and policy-making; when decision-makers adopt this approach and use
tools such as a Health Lens Analysis Tool, they advance health by tackling the root

9
10
11
12
13
14

causes of poor health outcomes – the social, economic and environmental
conditions that contribute to health, and
WHEREAS the Office of Equity and Human Rights has adapted the
TPCHD’s “Health in All Policies” analysis tool to align future policy analysis with
the Equity and Empowerment framework and Tacoma 2025, and

15
16

WHEREAS it is desirable to adopt a “Health and Equity in All Policies”

17

policy to ensure that City staff is conducting thorough and meaningful analysis,

18

thus providing for thoughtful and meaningful policy; Now, Therefore,

19
20

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:
Section. 1. That a “Health and Equity in All Policies” policy is hereby

21
22

adopted for the City of Tacoma, to ensure that City policies are developed through

23

thorough and meaningful analysis, to ensure they have positive health effects on

24

the community and people they affect.

25
26
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Section 2. That the City Manager is hereby directed to analyze all proposed

1
2

policies using ”Health and Equity in All Policies” framework.

3
4

Adopted

5
6
7

Mayor
Attest:

8
9

City Clerk

10
11

Approved as to form:

12
13

Deputy City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1313

RESOLUTION NO. 39894
1
2
3
4
5

BY REQUEST OF DEPUTY MAYOR THOMS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
LONERGAN AND McCARTHY
A RESOLUTION creating the Tacoma Permit Advisory Task Force to improve City
of Tacoma policies, codes, and procedures for the issuance of residential
and commercial permits, and directing the City Manager to appoint
members and provide staff support.
WHEREAS, Construction is a major economic driver in Tacoma, annually

6

producing millions of dollars in local income and tax revenue, and hundreds of
7
8
9
10
11

jobs, and
WHEREAS, an efficient, predictable, safe, and customer-oriented
permitting process is essential to the growth and transformation of our City by
boosting investment and development in our City, and

12

WHEREAS, the City is responsible for regulating and administering the
13
14

growth and renewal of its built environment, and having a proficient permitting

15

regime can truly facilitate and accelerate the revitalization of downtown, the

16

rejuvenation of the single family home stock, the ascension of multi-family and

17

residential infill, and the renaissance of commercial development, and

18

WHEREAS, daily, City staff and the development community, including
19
20

contractors, engineers, architects, and homeowners, work hand in hand to co-

21

produce permits which ensure that new structures and places are built safely and

22

meet the City’s planning objectives and aspirations, and

23

WHEREAS, this collaborative effort can be further improved through honest

24

and relevant dialogue with the permit system’s primary users, and
25
26
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1
2

WHEREAS, the establishment of a Permit Advisory Task Force will provide
constructive feedback to City staff and policy makers for the continual improvement

3
4
5

of the City’s policies, codes, and procedures for the issuance of residential and
commercial permits; Now, Therefore,

6

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

7

Section 1. That there is hereby established a Tacoma Permit Advisory Task

8

Force which will:

9
10

a. Make Permit System Recommendations: Meet monthly with City staff to

11

review, discuss, and provide recommendations to City Manager and City Council

12

for the improvement of City policies, codes, and procedures for the issuance of

13

residential and commercial permits. Review best practices in peer communities.

14

Monitor implementation progress and recommend adjustments.

15
16

b. Review City Policies Under Consideration: Review and provide

17

recommendations to the City Manager and City Council regarding proposed City

18

policies and laws which affect the permitting system.

19
20

c. Consult on Customer Problems: Consult and advise on customer issues
that arise in the permitting process.

21
22
23

d. Establish Guiding Principles: Establish guiding principles to guide policy
and best practice recommendations made by task-force.

24

Section 2. The Tacoma Permit Advisory Task Force will be appointed by the

25

City Manager, and will generally be composed of 12-15 members representative of

26
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1

a broad base of permit applicants who regularly apply to the City for permits. The

2

task force will work closely with representatives from Tacoma Public Utilities and

3

City staff, including Planning and Development Services, Public Works,

4
5

Environmental Services, and Legal. To the maximum extent practicable, the

6

member composition will be proportioned commensurate with the types of

7

professionals and permit applicants which interface with the City, including agency

8

representatives who represent categories of industries.

9

Section 3. The Tacoma Permit Advisory Task Force will operate under

10
11

administrative rules and procedures to be established to ensure that the task force

12

conducts its operations in a manner consistent with all other applicable laws,

13

regulations and policies.

14
15

Adopted

16
17
18

Mayor
Attest:

19
20
21

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

22
23
24

Deputy City Attorney

25
26
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Req. #17-1303

RESOLUTION NO. 39895
1
2
3
4
5
6

BY REQUEST OF MAYOR STRICKLAND AND COUNCIL MEMBERS BLOCKER
AND WALKER LEE
A RESOLUTION authorizing the one-time use of $10,000, budgeted from the
City Council Contingency Fund, for the purpose of sponsoring the Youth
Summit at the 2018 Race and Pedagogy Conference at the University of
Puget Sound.
WHEREAS, every four years, the Race and Pedagogy Institute at the

7

University of Puget Sound (“UPS”) hosts the Race and Pedagogy National

8

Conference to discuss issues of race and the impacts of race on education, and

9

WHEREAS the next convening is scheduled for September 27-29, 2018,

10
11
12
13
14
15

featuring the theme of “Radically Re-Imagining the Project of Justice: Narratives
of Rupture, Resilience, and Liberation,” and
WHEREAS the conference includes a youth-centered summit led by
college students that will engage middle and high school students with
programming designed to promote critical thinking and facilitate discussion

16
17
18

around the conference theme, and
WHEREAS, at the December 5, 2017, Study Session, Mayor Strickland

19

shared a Council Consideration Request to authorize the one-time use of

20

$10,000, budgeted from the City Council Contingency Fund, for the purpose of

21

supporting the Youth Summit at the 2018 Race and Pedagogy Conference at

22
23
24

the University of Puget Sound, and
WHEREAS the City’s $10,000 sponsorship level would include the

25

following benefits for the City: Six tickets to the conference and reception,

26

recognition at receptions, the City’s logo featured in conference materials and
-1Res17-1303.doc-DEC/bn

on the conference website, and the City of Tacoma name on the reader board
1
2

and included in the UPS President’s annual report, and
WHEREAS the City’s sponsorship will cover up to 50 percent of the

3
4

projected budget for the 2018 Youth Summit, and

5

WHEREAS RCW 35.33.145 and 35.34.250 authorize a withdrawal from

6

the City Council Contingency fund for any municipal expense, the necessity or

7

extent of which could not have been foreseen or reasonably evaluated at the

8

time of adopting the budget, and

9
10

WHEREAS the need for sponsorship of the 2018 Youth Summit could not

11

have been foreseen or reasonably evaluated at the time the City adopted its

12

biennial budget, and

13
14

WHEREAS Ordinance No. 22569 requires an affirmative vote of not less
than six members of the Council in order to withdraw moneys from this fund;

15
16

Now, Therefore,

17

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:

18

That one-time funding in the amount of $10,000, budgeted from the City

19

Council Contingency Fund, is hereby approved for the purpose of sponsoring the

20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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1

Youth Summit at the 2018 Race and Pedagogy Conference at the University of

2

Puget Sound.

3
4

Adopted

5
6

Mayor

7
8

Attest:

9
10

City Clerk

11

Approved as to form:

12
13
14

Deputy City Attorney

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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Req. #17-1187

ORDINANCE NO. 28474
1
2
3

AN ORDINANCE relating to Capital Facilities Program and Capital Budget;
amending the 2017-2022 Capital Facilities Element of the Comprehensive
Plan to include a new project, NCS Readiness Site, to the Program’s
Community Development section; and amending the City of Tacoma
2017-2018 Capital Budget.

4
5

WHEREAS the purpose of the Capital Facilities Program is to provide

6

Tacoma with a comprehensive capital facilities overview and to guide policy

7

decisions for capital improvements and services, and capital budget decisions, and

8
9

WHEREAS, periodically, the Capital Facilities Program is updated with new
information on capital projects for the next six-year cycle, and

10
11

WHEREAS the City Council desires to amend the 2017-2022 Capital

12

Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan concurrently with the amendment

13

and adoption of the 2017-2018 Capital Budget, and

14
15

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2017, the City Council adopted Ordinance
No. 28430, which declared a state of emergency relating to the conditions of

16
17

homeless encampments and authorizing such actions as reasonable and

18

necessary, in light of such emergency, to mitigate the conditions giving rise to such

19

public emergency, and

20
21

WHEREAS the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the City to
add a new project, NCS Readiness Site, to the Capital Facilities Element of the

22
23
24
25
26

Comprehensive Plan, relating to the issue of homeless encampments in the City of
Tacoma, and
WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35.34, the City must pass an ordinance that
appropriates estimated expenditures and revenues/use of available funds, and
-1Ord17-1187.doc-DEC/bn

WHEREAS funds within the Capital Budget are provided with multi-year
1
2

appropriation and are adopted separately from the City’s biennial operating budget;
Now, Therefore,

3

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA:

4

Section 1. That the 2017-2022 Capital Facilities Element of the

5
6

Comprehensive Plan is hereby amended to include a new project, NCS Readiness

7

Site, to the Program’s Community Development section, said document to be

8

substantially in the form of the document on file in the office of the City Clerk.

9

Section 2. That the City of Tacoma 2017-2018 Capital Budget, attached

10
11

hereto as Exhibit “A,” is hereby approved.

12
13

Passed

14

Mayor

15
16

Attest:

17
18
19
20

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

21
22

Deputy City Attorney

23
24
25
26
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Exhibit A
City of Tacoma, Washington
2017-2018 Capital Budget Ordinance
Mid-Biennium Modification

Fund No. Fund Name
Special Capital Funds
1060 Transportation Capital and Engineering
1140 PWE Paths & Trails Reserve
3211 Capital Projects Fund
Total City of Tacoma Capital Budget

Prepared by the Office of Management and Budget

Adopted
Budget

Amended
Budget

Modification
Ordinance

Modified
Budget

20,442,436
3,746,867
5,823,572

79,832,080
7,918,539
30,445,827

4,513,855
60,000
10,697,258

84,345,935
7,978,539
41,143,085

$30,012,875

$118,196,446

$15,271,113

$133,467,559

1

Exhibit B
City of Tacoma, Washington
2017-2018 Capital Budget Ordinance
Mid Biennium Modification
Narrative Explanation for the Budget Modification Ordinance
Authorize an Increase in Revenues and Expenditures for 2017-2018 Appropriations:
Special Capital Funds
1060 - Transportation Capital and Engineering

Amount

Revenues
Transfer from General Fund……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Transfers from Other Funds……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Guardrail Restitution………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Property Owner Contributions………………………………………………………………………………………………………
State Grants………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Transfer from Streets Initiative Funds……………………………………………………………………………………………
Federal Grant…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
University of Washington Tacoma Contribution……………………………………………………………………………
Expenditures
11th Street Bridge Study…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Bus Pads and ADA Improvements…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Guardrail Repair and Replacements………………………………………………………………………………………………
LID-8660 Increase…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Railroad Crossing Improvements Increase………………………………………………………………………………………
Puyallup River Bridge Bearings Project Increase……………………………………………………………………………
Prologis Offsite Improvement…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Puyallup Avenue Project Increase…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Marshall Avenue Signal Project Increase………………………………………………………………………………………
21st Street Pedestrian Safety Improvements…………………………………………………………………………………
Site 10 Esplanade Correction…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
South 19th: Mullen to Union Ave Project………………………………………………………………………………………
UWT: 17th and Jefferson Project Increase………………………………………………………………………………………

Prepared by the Office of Management Budget

$

425,000
269,443
249,000
6,084
60,000
50,000
917,400
2,517,865
19,063
4,513,855

$

135,000
189,000
6,084
60,000
50,000
209,443
10,000
55,000
12,400
500,000
(100,000)
3,367,865
19,063
4,513,855

1

Exhibit B
City of Tacoma, Washington
2017-2018 Capital Budget Ordinance
Mid Biennium Modification
Narrative Explanation for the Budget Modification Ordinance
Authorize an Increase in Revenues and Expenditures for 2017-2018 Appropriations:
1140 - PWE Paths & Trails Reserve

Amount

Revenues
Consultant Settlement……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Expenditures
Prairie Line Trail Phase I Project Increase………………………………………………………………………………………

$

60,000
60,000

$

60,000
60,000

3211 - Capital Projects Fund

Amount

Revenues
Transfer from General Fund……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Transfer from CDBG………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Transfer from Tacoma Dome…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Real Estate Excise Tax……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
$

Expenditures
Active Projects Budget Adjustments……………………………………………………………………………………………… $
Tacoma Dome New Capital Projects……………………………………………………………………………………………… $
Tacoma Dome Capital Projects Correction……………………………………………………………………………………
2018 Readiness Site………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Site 10 Seawall and Esplanade………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Site 12 Sewall Repair Project Increase……………………………………………………………………………………………
$

Grand Total Expenditures - All Funds

Prepared by the Office of Management Budget

$

7,671,000
350,000
1,226,258
1,450,000
10,697,258
311,000
3,400,000
2,626,258
2,350,000
1,710,000
300,000
10,697,258

15,271,113

2

EXHIBIT C – 2017-2022 Capital Facilities Program Proposed Amendment, Fall 2017

Community Development
NCS Readiness Site
Project Number:
$GGV-NEW17
Project Phase:
New
Year of Completion: 2018

Department:
Project Manager:
Total Project Cost:
Funded Status:

Neighborhood & Community Services
Tanisha Jumper
$2,900,000
Unfunded

Location:

TBD (potential 8821 Pacific Ave)

Description:

This project will establish a Readiness Site to provide interim workforce housing to individuals
experiencing homelessness. The facility will create additional opportunities and incentivize work and
training, with the goal of successfully securing livable wage jobs, establishing a good rental history,
and securing housing.

Rationale:

This project is related to Ordinance No. 28430, which declared a state of emergency to address the
health and safety conditions of homeless encampments. The project supports Phase Three of
Tacoma’s Emergency Aid and Shelter Plan to develop Short-Term Transitional Housing Options.

Project Funding Plan
Previously
Appropriated

Funding Source

New

City-REET
City-Unidentified City Contribution
Grand Total

Unconfirmed
1,000,000
1,900,000
2,900,000

Total
1,000,000
1,900,000
2,900,000

Six-Year Spending Plan
Funding Type
Previously Appropriated
New
Unconfirmed
Grand Total

Prior
Spending

2017

2018

2,900,000
2,900,000

2019-2022

Total
2,900,000
2,900,000

Req. #17-1261

SUBSTITUTE

ORDINANCE NO. 28476
1
2
3
4
5
6

AN ORDINANCE relating to the regulation of signs; amending Chapter 13.06 of the
Tacoma Municipal Code relating to billboards, creating a billboard exchange
program, allowing installation of new billboard faces in exchange for
removing billboard faces, and modifying development standards concerning
design, location, landscaping, dispersal, lighting, buffering, height, and
alterations of billboards; adopting permit requirements to establish
maximum permissible billboard heights; and, providing for severability.
WHEREAS the City Council finds that it would be in the best interest of the

7

public health, safety and welfare to adopt the amendments to Chapter 13.06 of the

8

Tacoma Municipal Code as set forth herein; Now, Therefore,

9

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA:

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section 1. The Section 13.06.521 of the Tacoma Municipal Code is
hereby amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.”
Section 2. That Section 13.06.522 of the Tacoma Municipal Code is
hereby amended to read as set forth in the attached Exhibit “B.”
Section 3. That Sections 13.06.700.B and 13.06.700.S of the Tacoma

16
17
18
19
20
21

Municipal Code are hereby amended to read as set forth in the attached
Exhibit “C.”
Section 4. That the following permit requirements related to the
establishment of the maximum permissible height of freestanding billboards are
hereby adopted:

22
23
24

Freestanding Billboard Heights Established.
A. Purpose and Intent. Certain freestanding billboard signs erected prior to

25

January 1, 2000, may have been in excess of the applicable height limits in the

26

City Code applicable at the time of erection. The intent of this section is to
-1Ord17-1261sub.doc-CDB/bn

authorize issuance of a permit for such signs setting the currently existing height
1
2

as the maximum permissible height at the time of erection. Except as to height,
such permit shall not otherwise make such sign a legal conforming or

3
4

nonconforming structure.

5

B. Application. An owner, or an authorized representative of an owner, of a

6

freestanding billboard sign erected prior to January 1, 2000, may apply for a permit

7

to establish the lawful permitted height of the freestanding billboard sign. The

8

permit application shall include the following information:

9
10

1. Name and Address. The name of the owner, and owner

11

representative if different than the owner, and mailing address at which the owner

12

and owner’s representative may receive any notices from the City.

13
14

2. Billboard Sign Location. The location of the billboard sign, including
assessor’s tax parcel number, together with a plan view exhibit depicting the

15
16

location and orientation of the billboard sign on the property upon which the sign is

17

located and adjacent rights of way, together with an unadulterated image(s) of the

18

existing billboard structure and faces.

19
20

3. Certified Statement. A statement from the owner, or owner’s
representative, certifying under oath that the freestanding billboard sign was

21
22
23

constructed or erected at the identified location prior to January 1, 2000.
4. Survey. A signed and dated written statement or spreadsheet

24

prepared in accordance with professional survey standards by, and under the seal

25

of, an independent surveyor licensed by the state of Washington, representing the

26

height of the freestanding billboard sign. The height of the freestanding billboard
-2Ord17-161sub.doc-CDB/bn

sign shall be stated based upon the vertical distance measured from the adjacent
1
2

grade at the base of the sign to the highest point of the sign structure; provided,
however, the grade of the ground may not be built up in order to allow the sign to

3
4
5

be higher.
C. Time Period for Application. All such applications must be complete and

6

submitted to the Director, or designee, of the Planning and Development Services

7

Department during regular business hours before June 30, 2019. The City will not

8

consider any applications filed after this date.

9
10

D. Issuance of Permit. The City shall have 90 days following submittal of

11

the completed application to issue or deny the permit. The permit shall be issued

12

unless the application is (i) incomplete, or (ii) the City determines that the billboard

13

sign was not erected prior to January 1, 2000, or (iii) the height represented in the

14

application is inaccurate, or (iv) the application included false or fraudulent

15
16
17

information.
E. Effect of Permit. The permit shall, upon approval and issuance, have the

18

effect of establishing the height represented in the certified statement as the lawful

19

permitted height applicable to the freestanding billboard sign at the time of its

20

erection.

21
22

Section 5. Severability. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause

23

or phrase of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be

24

declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion

25

of this Ordinance be pre-empted by state or federal law or regulation, such

26
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decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this
1

Ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

2
3

Passed

4
5

Mayor

6
7

Attest:

8
9
10

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

11
12
13

Chief Deputy City Attorney

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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EXHIBIT “A”
Chapter 13.06
Zoning
***
13.06.521 General sign regulations.
A. Administration.
1. Director. The Director shall interpret, administer, and enforce the sign code in accordance with Chapter 13.05.
2. Building Official. The Building Official shall issue all permits for the construction, alteration, and erection of signs in
accordance with the provisions of this section and related chapters and titles of the Tacoma Municipal Code (see
Chapter 2.05). In addition, all signs, where appropriate, shall conform to the current Washington State Energy Code (see
Chapter 2.10), National Electrical Code, and the National Electrical Safety Code. Exceptions to these regulations may be
contained in the Tacoma Landmarks Special Review District regulations, Chapters 1.42 and 13.07.
3. Applicability. All new permanent signs, painted wall signs, and temporary off-premises advertising signs require permits.
Permits require full conformance with all City codes, particularly Titles 2 and 13. Signs not visible from a public right-of-way
or adjacent property are not regulated herein, but may require permits pursuant to the provision of Title 2.
4. In addition to and notwithstanding the provisions of this section, all signs shall comply with all other applicable regulations
and authorities, including, but not limited to, Chapter 47.42 RCW – Highway Advertising Control Act – Scenic Vistas Act and
Chapter 468-66 WAC – Highway Advertising Control Act.
5. Substitution Clause. Any sign allowed under this Code may contain, in lieu of any other message or copy, any lawful
noncommercial message or copy.
B. Exempt signs. The following signs shall be exempt from all requirements of this section and shall not require permits;
however, this subsection is not to be construed as relieving the user of such signage from responsibility for its erection and
maintenance, pursuant to Title 2 or any other law or ordinance relating to the same.
1. Changing of the advertising copy or message on a sign specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy.
2. Repainting, maintenance, and repair of existing signs or sign structures; provided, work is done on-site and no structural
change is made.
3. Signs not visible from the public right-of-way and beyond the boundaries of the lot or parcel.
4. Incidental and warning signs.
5. Sculptures, fountains, mosaics, murals, and other works of art that do not incorporate business identification or commercial
messages.
6. Signs installed and maintained on bus benches and/or shelters within City right-of-way, pursuant to a franchise authorized
by the City Council.
7. Seasonal decorations for display on private property.
8. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings and date of erection, when cut into any masonry surface or when constructed
of bronze or other incombustible material.
9. Signs of public service companies indicating danger and aid to service or safety.
10. Non-electric bulletin boards not exceeding 12 square feet in area for each public, charitable, or religious institution, when
the same are located on the premises of said institutions.
11. Construction signs denoting a building which is under construction, structural alterations, or repair, which announce the
character of the building enterprise or the purpose for which the building is intended, including names of architects, engineers,
contractors, developers, financiers, and others; provided, the area of such sign shall not exceed 32 square feet.
12. Window sign.
13. Political signs, as set forth in Title 2.
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14. Real estate signs, 12 square feet or less, located on the site. Condominiums or apartment complexes shall be permitted one
real estate sign with up to 12 square feet per street frontage. Such sign(s) may be used as a directory sign that advertises more
than one unit in the complex.
15. Off-premises open house or directional signs, subject to the following regulations:
a. The signs may be placed on private property or on the right-of-way adjacent to said private property, with the permission of
the abutting property owner. The signs shall be displayed in such a manner as to not constitute a traffic hazard or impair or
impede pedestrians, bicycles, or disabled persons. If either condition is not met, the abutting property owner or the City may
remove the sign.
b. Signs shall not be fastened to any utility pole, street light, traffic control device, public structure, fence, tree, shrub, or
regulatory municipal sign.
c. A maximum of three off-premises open house or directional signs will be permitted per single-family home. One additional
open house or directional sign identifying the open house shall be permitted at the house being sold.
d. Signage shall not exceed four square feet in area per side (eight square feet total) and three feet in height. Off-premises open
house or directional signs shall not be decorated with balloons, ribbons, or other decorative devices.
e. Signage shall only be in place between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., when the seller of the product, or the seller’s
agent, is physically present at the location of the product.
f. Each off-premises open house or directional sign that is placed or posted shall bear the name and address of the person
placing or posting the sign in print not smaller than 12 point font. The information identifying the name and address of the
person placing or posting the sign is not required to be included within the content of the speakers’ message, but may be
placed on the underside of the sign or in any other such location.
g. New plats may have up to a maximum of eight plat directional signs for all new homes within the subdivision. New plat
directional signs shall identify the plat and may provide directional information but shall not identify individual real estate
brokers or agents. New plat directional signs shall be limited in size and manner of display to that allowed for off-premises
open house or directional signs. Off-premises open house or directional signs shall not be permitted for new homes within
new plats.
h. A maximum of three off-premises open house or directional signs shall be allowed per condominium or apartment complex.
16. Professional name plates two square feet or less.
17. Changing plex-style faces in existing cabinets; provided, work is done on-site without removing sign.
18. Temporary public event signs not exceeding 12 square feet, and temporary event banners, placed on publicly owned land
or adjacent public right-of-way. Signs or banners shall be securely attached to the ground or a structure and must be removed
after the event.
C. Prohibited signs. The following commercial signs are prohibited, except as may be otherwise provided by this chapter:
1. Signs or sign structures which, by coloring, wording, lighting, location, or design, resemble or conflict with a traffic control
sign or device, or which make use of words, phrases, symbols, or characters in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead, or
confuse persons traveling on the right-of-way or which, in any way, create a traffic hazard as determined by the City Engineer
or his or her designee.
2. Signs which create a safety hazard by obstructing the clear view of pedestrians or vehicular traffic, or which obstruct a clear
view of official signs or signals as determined by the City Engineer or his or her designee.
3. Signs, temporary or otherwise, which are affixed to a tree, rock, fence, lamppost, or bench; however, construction,
directional, and incidental signs may be affixed to a fence or lamppost.
4. Any sign attached to a utility pole, excluding official signs as determined by Tacoma Public Utilities.
5. Signs on public property, except when authorized by the appropriate public agency.
6. Signs attached to or placed on any stationary vehicle or trailer so as to be visible from a public right-of-way for the purpose
of providing advertisement of services or products or for the purpose of directing people to a business. This provision shall not
apply to the identification of a firm or its principal products on operable vehicles operating in the normal course of business.
Public transit buses and licensed taxis are exempt from this restriction.
7. Roof signs, except where incorporated into a building to provide an overall finished appearance.
8. All portable signs not securely attached to the ground or a building, including readerboards and A-frames on trailers, except
those allowed by the regulations of the appropriate zoning district.
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9. Abandoned or dilapidated signs.
10. Portable readerboard signs.
11. Inflatable signs and blimps.
12. Digital Billboards.
13. Off-premises signs, except pursuant to Section 13.06.521.L.
D. Special regulations by type of sign. In addition to the general requirements for all signs contained in this section, and the
specific requirements for signs in each zone, there are special requirements for the following types of signs: Wall signs;
Projecting signs; Freestanding signs; Electronic changing message center signs; Under-Canopy and Blade Signs; Canopy and
awning signs; Temporary signs; Off-premises direction signs; and Billboards.
The special requirements for these signs are contained in subsections E through M of this section.
E. Wall Signs. 1 Special regulations governing wall signs are as follows:
1. A wall-mounted sign shall not extend above the wall to which attached or above the roofline.
2. A wall sign shall not extend more than 18 inches from the wall to which it is attached.
3. No wall sign shall Wall signs may not cover wholly, obscure or partially cause removal of any wall opening nor project
beyondsignificant architectural features on the corner of the wall to which it is attachedbuilding, except as permitted by
applicable law.
4. Where a wall sign extends over a public or private walkway, a vertical clearance of eight feet shall be maintained above
such walkway.
5. For the purposes of this subsection, any building with an actual or false mansard roof may use such walls or roof for wall
sign installation.
6. An architectural blade designed primarily for the placement of signs may be erected on top of a wall, parapet, roof, or
building face and shall comply with all applicable height limitations. All supporting structure for such signs shall be
completely enclosed.
7. Painted signs, on the building, shall be calculated with the allowed sign area for a business.
F. Projecting signs. Special regulations governing projecting signs are as follows (Note, for the purposes of this section, Blade
Signs and Under Canopy Signs are not considered projecting signs and thus, are regulated under 13.06.521.I.)
1. No projecting sign shall extend nearer than two feet to the face of the nearest curb line, measured horizontally.
2. The maximum projection permitted for any one sign shall be six and one-half feet or two-thirds of the width of the sidewalk
below the location of the projecting sign, whichever is less.
3. A projecting sign shall not rise above the roofline or the wall to which it is attached.
4. Minimum clearance. All projecting signs over the public right-of-way shall have a minimum clearance to the ground as
follows:
a. Over alleys and driveways, 14-1/2 feet; provided, said projection is no more than 12 inches;
b. Over automobile parking lots and other similar areas where vehicles are moved or stored, 14-1/2 feet;
c. Over footpaths, sidewalks, and other spaces accessible to pedestrians, eight feet;

1

Wall billboards are a category of wall signs and thus are subject to special regulations applicable to wall signs.

Ord17-1261 – Exhibit “A”

- 3-

d. All parts of electric reflector lamps or other illuminating devices extending over the sidewalk space shall be at least ten feet
above the sidewalk, and the projection horizontally over the sidewalk space may not be more than six and one-half feet, but no
closer than two feet from the curb line.
5. No projecting sign shall be erected in such a position as to completely block visibility of another projecting sign already in
place on either side.
6. All projecting signs shall be installed in such a manner that the support structure above a roof, building face, or wall shall
be minimally visible.
7. Supporting framework for a projecting sign may rise 12 inches above a parapet; however, where there is a space between
the edge of the sign and the building face, such framework must be enclosed.
G. Freestanding signs. 2 Special regulations governing freestanding signs are as follows:
1. No freestanding sign shall be located within 15 feet of a residentially-zoned district, and where the side of a commercially
zoned property abuts the side of a residentially-zoned property the first 100 feet of the commercial frontage shall have a sign
setback requirement of 15 feet.
2. Minimum clearance. All freestanding signs shall have a minimum clearance to the ground as follows:
a. Over parking lots and other similar areas where vehicles are moved or stored, 14-1/2 feet;
b. Over footpaths, sidewalks, and other spaces accessible to pedestrians, eight feet.
3. Signs shall be located upon the frontage for which the sign area is calculated.
4. No freestanding sign shall project over a public right-of-way, unless an adjacent structure or sign is built out to or over the
property line that blocks visibility to a freestanding sign on the adjoining property; then, such freestanding sign may be
located so that the sign structure is on private property and the sign cabinet may project over the right-of-way, subject to all
the provisions regulating projecting signs which project over rights-of-way.
5. Signs placed on public property and/or right-of-way, abutting the business for which they identify, will require a Street
Occupancy Permit. Sign regulations shall be determined by the zoning district of the abutting property.
H. Electronic changing message center signs. Electronic changing message center signs may either be attached to buildings or
freestanding signs, and in addition to all other applicable sign regulations the following are special regulations governing
electronic changing message center signs. When a conflict exists between these regulations and other regulations outlined
throughout the sign code, the more restrictive shall apply:
1. Freestanding electronic changing message center signs cannot exceed 15 feet in height. Such signs located on sites defined
as a Regional Public Convention & Entertainment Facility and super regional mall sites are exempt from this limitation.
2. One Digital Changing Message Center sign is allowed per site. The maximum allowed sign area for any electronic changing
message center sign shall be limited to 75% of the area that would be allowed outright in the zoning district it is located in, or
30 square feet, whichever is less. Such signs located on sites defined as a regional public convention & entertainment facility
and super regional mall sites are exempt from this limitation.
3. Electronic changing message center signs shall never flash, flicker, scroll, animate, depict movement or provide video. The
frequency of picture/message change for an electronic changing message center sign shall not be less than 12 seconds per
message.
4. The brightness of an electronic changing message center sign shall not exceed .3 foot candles over ambient light levels at
any given time. Such signs shall be equipped with a sensor and automatic dimmer/light adjuster to ensure compliance with
this requirement. When brightness is deemed a traffic safety hazard or is deemed a nuisance, the brightness of such sign shall
be reduced to a level determined by the Director.
5. Electronic Changing Message Center signs shall not operate between 10 PM and 6 AM. Businesses located outside of a
residential district that are open beyond these hours may have such signs on between 10 PM and 6 AM, but in no instance may
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Freestanding billboards are not subject to the special regulations of this Subsection “G” and are instead subject to the special regulations of Subsection “M”.
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such sign be on when the business is closed. Such signs shall be equipped with an automatic timer or sensor that turns the sign
off and on to ensure compliance with this requirement. Such signs located on sites defined as a regional public convention &
entertainment facility and super regional mall sites are exempt from this limitation.
6. Electronic changing message center signs shall only provide advertising for goods and services that are available on-site.
Advertising for other businesses and services that are off-site shall be prohibited.
I. Under-canopy and blade signs.
1. Under-canopy signs shall be considered “blade signs” for the purposes of sign area calculation.
2. Each business is allowed one individual blade sign or under canopy sign as-of-right, up to eight square feet in area. Such
signs shall not be counted against the business’ allowed sign area.
3. An under-canopy sign may project the full width of such feature. Such a sign shall not exceed eight square feet in area
unless otherwise allowed in the district.
4. A blade sign may project a maximum of 3 ½ feet from the building face.
5. Both blade and under-canopy signs are limited to a maximum sign thickness of 12 inches.
6. Both blade and under-canopy signs must meet all minimum clearance requirements for projecting signs.
7. Such signs shall be illuminated only by indirect lighting.
J. Canopy and awning signs. Special regulations governing canopy and awning signs are as follows:
1. Signs are permitted along the faces and edges of canopies and awnings; provided, they are printed, marked, stamped, or
otherwise impressed upon the awning in a professional manner.
2. Signs designed as an integral part of a canopy or awning and located along the face or edge may be illuminated. Sign area
calculation shall include all illuminated areas, except that area providing illumination to the sidewalk below.
3. Signs located on canopies and awnings shall designate only the name of the business and/or the place and kind of business.
A decorative design and/or the emblem or initials of the business occupying the premises may be placed flat on the main
portions of the canopy or awning.
4. Awnings and canopies may extend over public property, but no portion of any awning or canopy shall extend nearer than
two feet to the face of the nearest curb line, measured horizontally. Awnings shall project a minimum of three feet and not
more than seven feet, when over public property, from the face of the supporting building. Canopies shall not extend more
than 11 feet, when over public property, from the face of the supporting building.
5. Awnings and canopies shall maintain a minimum clearance of eight feet and shall not extend above 15 feet in overall height
from grade to top of awning or canopy. Awnings and canopies shall not rise above the wall, roofline, or parapet to which it is
attached.
6. Awnings and canopies which have support systems attached to public property, right-of-way or sidewalk will require a
Street Occupancy Permit.
K. Temporary signs. Special regulations governing temporary signs are as follows:
1. The duration of display of a temporary sign shall not exceed six months in any 12-month period, unless otherwise noted.
2. No flashing temporary signs of any type shall be permitted.
3. All temporary signs must be authorized by the public or private property owner.
4. All temporary signs shall be securely fastened and positioned in place so as not to constitute a hazard to pedestrians or
motorists.
5. No temporary sign shall project over or into a public right-of-way or property except properly authorized banners over
streets (see Title 9).
6. All temporary signs shall meet vehicular sight distance requirements established by the Traffic Engineer.
7. The regulations governing the size, number, and type of temporary signs are located in Section 13.06.522.
L. Off-premises directional signs. Special regulations governing off-premises directional signs are as follows:
1. Off-premises directional signs shall be limited to a maximum of 15 square feet in area and 6 feet in height.
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2. Off-premises directional signs shall contain only the name of the principal use and directions to the use in permanent
lettering.
3. Off-premises directional signs shall be placed on or over private property, except that business district identification signs
may be located and comply with the applicable requirements of Title 9.
4. Off-premises directional signs are permitted when on-premises signs are inadequate to identify the location of a business. If
applicable, only one such sign shall be allowed.
M. Billboards. Special regulations governing billboards are as follows:
1. a. New billboard faces. Any new billboard face must be located or installed upon, or mounted to, a sign structure in
compliance with this chapter and shall require a permit. For purposes of this chapter, “new billboard face” shall mean and
refer to a billboard face that is located or installed upon or attached to a sign structure on a date on or after the 25th day of
December, 2017. “New billboard face” does not mean or include, (i) replacement of an existing billboard face located or
installed upon, or mounted to, a sign structure; provided that, the sign structure remains in the same location and there is no
increase in square footage or height of the billboard face(s) being replaced, or (ii) where two posters are located side-by-side
on the same sign structure, the replacement of the two posters with one bulletin billboard; provided that, the sign structure
remains at the same location and there is no increase in height of the billboard face. Any new billboard must be installed in
compliance with this chapter. In no case shall the number of billboard faces, associated structures, and total square footage of
billboards as defined by this code exceed that in existence on August 1, 2011. This number shall include billboard faces for
which relocation permits are held. Further, this number shall be reduced on March 1, 2012, by the number and square footage
of nonconforming billboard faces in existence upon passage of this code.
b. Demolition Permit Required. Any sign permit application, and multiple sign permit applications concurrently filed with the
City, to install one or more new billboard face(s) must be accompanied by an application(s) for a demolition permit for
demolition of a billboard(s) and total billboard face square footage that is equal to or greater than the total new billboard face
square footage requested in the permit or concurrently filed permits. Except as provided in Subsection M.1.c below,
billboards and billboard faces removed pursuant to a demolition permit issued prior to the date set forth in Subsection M.1.a
above shall not be included in the calculation of the allowable number of billboards or billboard face square footage allowed
pursuant to this Subsection M.1.b. Expiration of relocation permits. Relocation permits issued pursuant to TMC 13.06.521.M
prior to its amendment on September 1, 2011, related to the removal of nonconforming billboards, shall expire on September
1, 2012 or within 6 months of issuance, whichever is later.
c. Banked Demolition Permits. An applicant for a permit(s) to install a billboard(s) may include with the application(s) those
billboard demolition permits issued by the City to the applicant, or applicant’s predecessor in interest, for billboards that were
removed between August 9, 2011 and the date set forth in Subsection M.1.a above. The total billboard face square footage of
the billboard faces removed under such demolition permits may be included in the aggregate total of billboard face square
footage for purposes of calculation of the number of new billboard face square footage allowed pursuant to Subsection M.1.b
above.
d. Replacement Only Restrictions. Where the District Sign Table (TMC 13.06.522.J – N) notes “replacement only”, this
means that a billboard demolition permit for the same zoning district must be submitted to the City per Subsection M.1.b
above.
e. Demolition. RemovalPermanent removal of all billboard faces from a billboard sign structure shall also require the issuance
of a demolition permit for the sign structure itself and removal, except for wall mounted billboards.
f. Scheduling of Removal. Removal of billboard faces (and their associated sign structures, if necessary) shall be completed
prior to the constructioninstallation or mounting of new or relocated billboard faces. StructuresFreestanding Sign structures
removed shall be removed to grade and the grade restored at the site. Building-mounted sign structures shall be removed and
the building wall restored.
2. Maintenance. All billboards, including paint and structural members, shall be maintained in good repair and in compliance
with all applicable building code requirements. Billboards shall be kept clean and free of debris. The exposed area of backs of
billboards must be covered to present an attractive and finished appearance. Failure to maintain the billboard or its structure,
including exterior painting, shall constitute a violation of this section and be subject to strict enforcement under the Land Use
Code Enforcement procedures and penalties (Section 13.05.100), which may include removal by the City at the expense of the
property owner, sign owner, or permitee.
3. Design standards. The following design standards apply to all billboards.
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a. Each sign structure must, at all times, include a facing of proper dimensions to conceal back bracing and framework of
structural members and/or any electrical equipment. During periods of repair, alteration, or copy change, such facing may be
removed for a maximum period of 48 consecutive hours.
b. No more than two billboard faces shall be located on a single structure.
c. Billboard faces shall not be off-set forward or backward more than 8 feet in direction from center. Freestanding signs are
prohibited from being cantilevered where the vertical support column extends beyond the width boundaries of the billboard
face.Billboard faces located on the same structure shall be positioned back-to-back (i.e., their backs shall be parallel to each
other) and within five (5) degrees of perpendicular to the roadway from which they are to be viewed.
d. Billboard faces must be in line with the support structure and no cantilevered design will be approved (see diagram below).

e. The billboard face or structure must be located within ten (10) feet of the property line which fronts the roadway from
which the billboard is to be viewed.
fd. No billboard can be located in such a way so that locates any portion of the sign face or structure is aboveover a building.
g. No e. A freestanding billboard may be constructed on a site where there is a freestanding sign. provided the minimum
separation distance for freestanding signs can be met, or provided the signs share the same structure.
f. Building-mounted billboards may not cover more than 50% of the building wall area to which they are mounted.
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4. Landscaping. The following standards apply to all billboards installed after August 1, 2011.
a. No code-required landscaping may be diminished for the installation of a billboard., but may be replaced or relocated to
allow for installation of a billboard.
b. Installation of a billboard shall not be considered an alteration for the purposes of the landscaping code (TMC 13.06.502).
When the base of the billboard support is visible from the adjacent sidewalk and/or street the support shall be surrounded with
a 5-foot-wide landscaping buffer composed of shrubs and groundcover not to exceed 36-inches in mature height.
c. Any alteration to any street tree (removal or pruning) is subject to City review and approval.
5. Dispersal. Billboard faces not located on the same structure shall be a minimum of 500 feet apart, including billboards
which may be located outside the City limitsThe distance between billboards shall be measured in linear feet from the middle
of the billboard face.
a. Bulletin Billboards not located on the same structure shall be a minimum of 500 feet apart on the same street, including any
bulletin billboards which may be located outside the City limits.
b. Poster Billboards shall be a minimum 300 apart on the same street.
c. Bulletin billboards and poster billboards shall be a minimum of 500 feet apart on the same street.
d. Building-mounted billboards not on the same structure must be a minimum of 200 feet apart when located on the same
street, unless both are not visible from the same view corridor, i.e. signs on opposite sides of adjoining buildings that cannot
be seen directly and read from one view point location.
e. There shall be a minimum distance of one hundred and fifty radial feet (150’) between freestanding billboards and between
billboard faces not located on the same sign structure, unless both are not visible from the same view corridor, i.e. signs on
opposite sides of adjoining buildings that cannot be seen directly and read from one view point location.
6. Size. The maximum area of any one sign shall be 300 square feet, with a maximum vertical sign face dimension of 12 feet
and maximum length of 25 feet, inclusive of any border and trim, but excluding the base or apron, supports, and other
structural members; provided, cut outs and extensions may add up to 20 percent of additional sign area.
76. Lighting.
a. No internally illuminated billboards are allowed.
b. All lighting must be shielded to maintain light on the subject property.
c. Lighting shall be directed toward the billboard and utilize cutoff shields or other means to prevent glare and spillover onto
adjacent properties or skyward.
d. No flashing billboards shall be permitted.
e. Signs shall not imitate or resemble traffic control devices.
f. All lighting for billboards must be turned off between the hours of midnight and 5:00 a.m.
87. Buffering – Sensitive uses/areas. Except as provided in section (9) below, billboards shall maintain the following
minimum buffers from sensitive uses and no billboard zones as measured by the distance to the middle of the billboard face.
a. The buffer from residential districts (including URX and NRX):
i. if the billboard is located within an industrial zone (M1, M2, PMI), 100 feet; and
ii. if the billboard is located in commercial, mixed-use and downtown zones (CIX, UCX, CCX, PDB, NCX, DR, WR, T, DCC
and DMU ), 250 feet, reduced to 100 feet for billboards that are no more than 32 feet in height or are wall-mounted billboards.
b. The buffer from any other “no-billboard” zone shall be 150 feet for all billboards, reduced to 100 feet if billboard structure
is not more than 32 feet in height or are wall-mounted billboards.
c. The buffer from historic, conservation, or VSD shall be 250 feet for all billboards.
d. The buffers from special uses (public schools, private primary or secondary schools with over 50 students enrolled, public
open space greater than 1 acre in size, public playgrounds, public parks greater than 1 acres in size and historic properties
(registered federally, state or locally) shall be 100 feet;
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e. Buffer areas shall not include rights-of-way for state highways, interstate freeways, or streets with three or more travel
lanes, excluding 2-way center turn lanes and pocket turn lanes, or that are at least 60’ wide as measured on the pavement.
(Example of Measuring Buffer in M.7.e Eligible locations)
Buffer Measurement

Edge of Right of Way

C2 (Billboard
Zone)

C1 (No
Billboard Zone)

Zoning District Boundary

R
O
W

Measure Buffer from Here

f. Buffering exemptions may be allowed via a sign code variance where it can be demonstrated that topography or intervening
development prevents a billboard from being seen from the buffered area.
No billboard shall be located on, in, or within 500 feet of the following, whether within or outside the Tacoma City Limits:
a. A residential district;
b. A mixed-use district (X-district);
c. Any publicly-owned open space, playground, park, or recreational property, as recognized in the adopted Open Space
Habitat and Recreation Element, as amended;
d. Any religious institution or primary or secondary school; or
e. Any designated historic or conservation district, whether on the federal, state, or local register of historic properties.
f. Any shoreline district.
9. 8. Height. The maximum height of all billboard signs shall be 30 feet, except in the PMI District, where the maximum
height shall be 45 feet. For the purpose of this section, height shall be the distance to the top of the normal display face from
the main traveled way of the road from which the sign is to be viewed (see diagram below).
a. The maximum height of all freestanding billboard signs shall be 32 feet, except in the PMI District, where the maximum
height shall be 45 feet; provided that, where a billboard is located more than 500 feet from a buffered district or use, including
no billboard zones, and sensitive areas consisting of historic, conservation and view sensitive overlay districts, the height of a
billboard may be a maximum of 40 feet.
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b. A building-mounted billboard shall not exceed the height of the building wall to which it is mounted, or 200 feet, whichever
is less.

109. Location. – Billboards shall only be allowed in the C-2, M-1, M-2, and PMI zoning districts. Billboards shall only be
allowed as set forth in the sign regulations for each district, and additionally as follows:
a. All billboards are allowed in the M1, M2 and PMI zoning districts.
b. All billboards are allowed, subject to all dispersal requirements, with a 100-foot buffer distance from sensitive uses/areas
noted in section (7) above, along the following arterials:
i. South 38th Street, Steele Street, and Tacoma Mall Boulevard within the Tacoma Mall Regional Growth Center;
ii. 6th Avenue between Mildred and Orchard;
iii. Mildred and South 19th Streets in the James Center Crossroads Center;
iv. Union Avenue in the Tacoma Central Crossroads Center;
v. The C-2 portions of South 72nd Street and South Hosmer adjacent to Interstate 5;
vi. Pearl Street, Westgate Boulevard, North 21st Street and North 26th Street within the Westgate Crossroads Center; and
vii. Center Street between Tyler Street and Orchard Street.
10. Allowed changes/alterations to nonconforming billboards. It is the intent of this subsection to allow a change or alteration
to a legal conforming or nonconforming billboard sign as provided below.
a. Where the back of a billboard sign is not fully covered, a billboard face of up to the same size and height of the existing
billboard sign face may be located on the reverse side of the sign structure. Such change or alteration that increases
nonconformity with buffering and dispersal requirements, size limitations and height requirements shall not be subject to the
limitations under subsection N.2.
b. Where two posters are located side-by-side on the same billboard sign structure, the two posters may be replaced with one
bulletin billboard up to the same height of the existing posters and up to a maximum size of fourteen feet by forty eight feet
(672 sf). Such change or alteration that increases nonconformity with buffering and dispersal requirements, size limitations
and height limitations shall not be subject to the prohibitions under subsection N.2.
N. Nonconforming signs. It is the intent of this subsection to allow the continued existence of legal nonconforming signs,
subject, however, to the following restrictions:
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1. No sign that had previously been erected in violation of any City Code shall, by virtue of the adoption of this section,
become a legal nonconforming sign.
2. No nonconforming sign shall be changed, expanded, or altered in any manner which would increase the degree of its
nonconformity, or be structurally altered to prolong its useful life, or be moved, in whole or in part, to any other location
where it would increase its nonconformity. However, a legal nonconforming on-premises sign may be altered if the degree of
nonconformity for height and sign area is decreased by 25 percent or greater. Further, a legal nonconforming on-premises sign
may be relocated to a different portion of the site so long as it doesn’t become further non-conforming to any separation,
setback, or location standard. For purposes of this subsection, normal maintenance and repair, including painting, cleaning, or
replacing damaged parts of a sign, shall not be considered a structural alteration.
3. Any sign which is discontinued for a period of 90 consecutive days, regardless of any intent to resume or not to abandon
such use, shall be presumed to be abandoned and shall not, thereafter, be reestablished, except in full compliance with this
chapter. Any period of such discontinuance caused by government actions, strikes, material shortages, acts of God, and
without any contributing fault by the sign user, shall not be considered in calculating the length of discontinuance for purposes
of this section.
4. Any nonconforming sign damaged or destroyed, by anywhatever means, to the extent of one-half of its replacement cost
new shall be terminated and shall not be restored.
5. All existing billboards within the City which are not in compliance with the requirements of this section on September 1,
2011, are considered to be nonconforming billboards. In addition to the provisions of TMC 13.06.521 N.6,
nonconformingNonconforming billboards shall be made to conform with the requirements of this section under the following
circumstances:
a. When any substantial alteration is proposed on a premises upon which is locatedwhere a nonconforming billboard is
located, the billboard shall be removed or brought into conformance with this section. For purposes of this provision,
“substantial alteration” means all alterations within a two-year period whose cumulative value exceeds 200% of the value of
the existing development or structure, as determined by the applicable Building Code, excluding purchase costs of the
property and/or structure.
b. Whenever a building, or portion thereof, to which a nonconforming billboard is attached (such as upon the roof or attached
to a wall), is proposed to be expanded and/or remodeled, all nonconforming billboards shall be removed or brought into
compliance with this section if the value of the alterations within any two-year period is greater than or equal to 50 percent of
the value of the existing building, as determined by the Building Code, excluding purchase costs of the property and/or
structure.
6. Amortization. All legal nonconforming billboard signs shall be discontinued and removed or made conforming on or before
March 1, 2012, and all billboards, which are made nonconforming by a subsequent amendment to this section, shall be
discontinued and removed or made conforming within ten years after the date of such amendment (collectively the
“amortization period”). Upon the expiration of the amortization period, the billboard shall be brought into conformance with
this section, with a permit obtained, or be removed. Failure to remove a nonconforming billboard by the above date will result
in enforcement action being taken pursuant to TMC 13.05.100.
O. Sign variances. Refer to Section 13.06.645.B.5.
P. Section 2. Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Chapter or its application to
any person or situation should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional for any reason by a court of competent jurisdiction,
such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of this Chapter
or its application to any other person or situation.
***
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EXHIBIT “B”
Chapter 13.06
Zoning
***
13.06.522 District sign regulations.
A. R-1 Sign regulations. One non-illuminated temporary sign, not exceeding 12 square feet in area shall be allowed
pertaining to the lease, rental, or sale of a building or premises on which it is located. One non-illuminated
nameplate, not exceeding one and one-half square feet in area, placed flat against the building, shall be allowed for
each adult family home, staffed residential home, group home, residential care facility, and family day care home.
One ground sign shall be allowed, with a maximum area of 30 square feet identifying a subdivision. A subdivision
identification sign shall be approved by the Director. A 32-square-foot temporary sign advertising a subdivision
during construction shall be allowed adjacent to each street abutting the site, in conformance with Chapter 13.04.
Parks, recreation and open space uses on sites that are under one acre in size or which have less than 100 feet of
street frontage are allowed the following non-illuminated signs:
• One ground sign with a maximum area of 30 feet;
• Interpretive or directional signs not more than 7 feet in height and 20 feet in sign area.
Parks, recreation and open space uses on sites over one acre in area that have a minimum of 100 feet of street
frontage shall be allowed the following:
• One freestanding sign, not exceeding 40 square feet in area per face and not greater than 8 feet in height (or, up
to 15 feet in height in association with conditional parks and recreation uses);
• One building face sign, of the same maximum dimension. Building face signs shall not extend above or beyond
the edge of any wall or other surface to which they are attached, nor shall they extend more than 12 inches
beyond the surface to which they are attached.
• One additional ground sign with a maximum area of 30 square feet shall be allowed on each additional street
frontage.
• Interpretive or directional signs, not to exceed 7 feet in height and 30 square feet in sign area.
• All signs shall meet the lighting, materials and location requirements applicable to signs for conditional uses in
residential districts, as contained in this section.
B. R-2 Sign Regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as stated for the R-1 Single-Family Dwelling District,
except that one non-illuminated nameplate not exceeding one and one-half square feet in area, placed flat against the
building, shall be allowed for each boarding home. Residential developments of four or more dwelling units are
permitted one ground sign not exceeding six square feet in area for each face and not greater than five feet in height.
Maximum sign area for each sign shall be one additional square foot for each dwelling unit, not to exceed 25 square
feet in area. Indirect floodlighting shall be the only allowable means of illumination of ground signs. The base
and/or support structures shall incorporate stone, brick, or masonry or shall relate to the architecture of the
development that it is associated with.
C. R-2SRD, NRX and HMR-SRD Sign Regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as stated for the R-2 SingleFamily Dwelling District, except that boarding and lodging houses shall be allowed one non-illuminated nameplate
not exceeding one and one-half square feet in area, placed flat against the building.
D. R-3 Sign regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as stated for the R-2 Single-Family Dwelling District,
except that boarding and lodging houses shall be allowed one non-illuminated nameplate not exceeding one and
one-half square feet in area placed flat against the building.
E. R-4 Sign Regulations.
1. One freestanding sign not exceeding 30 square feet in area for all faces and not greater than six feet in height, or
one building face sign of the same maximum dimensions, shall be allowed for each development site.
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2. Indirect illumination, floodlighting, or internal illumination shall be the only allowable means of illumination of
signs. All external lighting shall be directed away from adjacent properties to minimize the effects of light and glare
upon adjacent uses. No bare bulb or neon illumination of signs shall be allowed. No flashing or animated signs shall
be allowed. No electrical wire or cable serving an electric or illuminated sign shall be laid on the surface of the
ground.
3. Signs shall only identify the name of the development or business and may contain secondary information related
to rental or sale of units. Public identification signs may be placed upon public service structures such as telephone
booths and bus shelters.
4. All signs shall be of permanent materials (no cardboard, cloth, paper, etc.). No flags, banners, or other devices
shall be displayed for the purpose of attracting attention to a development or site. No temporary or portable signs
shall be allowed. The display of the national flag, state flag, and flags of other political subdivisions shall not be
restricted.
5. No sign shall be placed in a location which obstructs sight distance for an adjacent driveway or street right-ofway. No signs for a development shall be placed in any public right-of-way. No sign shall be erected which imitates
or resembles any official traffic sign, signal, or device. Incidental public service signs less than four square feet in
area, which contain no advertising but are intended for the convenience of the public and provide such messages as
“entrance,” “exit,” “emergency entrance,” “no parking,” or other incidental service messages, shall be allowed.
6. All signs shall be submitted for review by Planning and Development Services, as required by the Building Code
and the Electrical Sign Code. Additionally, the proposed design of all signs shall be submitted to Planning and
Development Services prior to construction for review to ensure conformance with the standards listed hereinabove.
F. R-4-L sign regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as stated for the R-4 Multiple-Family Dwelling
District.
G. R-5 sign regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as stated for the R-4 Multiple-Family Dwelling District.
H. PRD sign regulations. Sign regulations shall be the same as specified herein for the R-4 Multiple-Family
Dwelling District. Design of signs shall be submitted with development plans at the time of site approval for review
and approval of the Hearing Examiner. A single identification sign for the overall development shall be allowed at
each major access to the PRD District; provided, only one overall development sign shall be allowed adjacent to
each -frontage of the PRD District, irrespective of the fact that more than one major access may enter said right-ofway.
I. Sign regulations for conditional uses in residential districts and specified uses in all districts.
1. Application. The following regulations apply to conditional uses as designated. These regulations also apply to
the uses noted as permitted uses in any district when the provisions below provide the greater sign allowance, in
whole or in part.
2. For conditional uses in residential districts limited to public park facilities, public and private schools, and
religious assembly facilities, which are on sites that are over one acre in area and have a minimum of 100 feet of
street frontage: one freestanding sign, not exceeding 40 square feet in area per face and not greater than 15 feet in
height, and one building face sign, of the same maximum dimension, shall be allowed for each conditional use. One
additional ground sign with a maximum area of 30 square feet shall be allowed on each additional street frontage.
Building face signs shall not extend above or beyond the edge of any wall or other surface to which they are
attached, nor shall they extend more than 12 inches beyond the surface to which they are attached.
3. For public and private schools, public park facilities, and churches which are on sites less than one acre or sites
with less than 100 feet of frontage, as well as for all other conditional uses in residential districts: one freestanding
sign, not exceeding 30 square feet in area for all faces and not greater than six feet in height, and one building face
sign, of the same maximum dimensions for each conditional use; provided, the total area for the freestanding and
building face signs may not exceed 30 square feet. Building face signs shall not extend above or beyond the edge of
any wall or other surface to which they are attached, nor shall they extend more than 12 inches beyond the surface to
which they are attached.
4. Lighting. Indirect illumination, floodlighting, or internal illumination shall be the only allowable means of
illumination of signs. All external lighting shall be directed away from adjacent properties to minimize the effects of
light and glare upon adjacent uses. No bare bulb or neon illumination of signs shall be allowed. No flashing or
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animated signs shall be allowed. No electric wire or cable serving an electric or illuminated sign shall be laid on the
surface of the ground.
5. All signs shall be of permanent materials (no cardboard, cloth, paper, etc.). No flags, banners, or other devices
shall be displayed for the purpose of attracting attention to a development or site. No temporary or portable signs
shall be allowed. The display of the national flag, state flag, and flags of other political subdivisions shall not be
restricted.
6. No sign shall be placed in a location which obstructs sight distance for an adjacent driveway or street right-ofway. No signs for a development shall be placed in any public right-of-way. No sign shall be erected which imitates
or resembles any official traffic sign, signal, or device. Incidental public service signs less than four square feet in
area which contain no advertising, but are intended for the convenience of the public and provide such messages as
“entrance,” “exit,” “emergency entrance,” “no parking,” or other incidental service messages, shall be allowed.
7. For conditional uses in residential districts, freestanding signs larger than 30 square feet for all faces or taller than
six feet shall be located a minimum of 50 feet from a lot occupied by a single-family residence. Freestanding signs
for conditional uses may be constructed to the front property line.
8. In addition to the signage otherwise permitted, one sponsor identification logo sign may be included on a
freestanding or wall sign for a conditional use. The sponsor identification logo shall not be internally illuminated
and shall be limited to a maximum of one square foot per sign face.
[See next page for table.]

-3Ord17-1261 Exhibit “B”

Section 13.06.522.J
Signage Allocation
Total sign area allocation
for signs attached to
buildings and
freestanding signs
Signs Attached to
Buildings
Maximum number
Maximum area per sign

Minimum sign area
Wall

DCC, DMU

WR

DR

Each business, 1-1/2 square feet per 1 foot building or street frontage on which the
sign(s) will be located (area is calculated from frontage occupied by the business it
identifies).

Same as DCC.

1 square foot per 1
foot of building
frontage occupied
by the business.

Each business allowed 2 signs per frontage, but no more than 3 signs total for the
business, no maximum number for public facility over 5 acres.
Non-residential, 150 square feet per sign.
Public facility over 5 acres, 300 square feet.
Residential, 20 square feet.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Non-residential, 200
square feet per sign.
Residential, 20 square
feet.

First floor, 30 square feet.
Second floor, 25 square feet.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.E shall apply.
Shall not exceed 35 feet above grade level, except for 1 corporate logo sign of
150 square feet allowed per building above 35 feet.
Public facility over 5 acres not limited to 35 feet above grade.
Provisions of Sections 13.06.521.H, I, and J shall apply.

Same as DCC.

Non-residential,
100 square feet per
sign.
Residential, 20
square feet.
Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Same as WR,
except no corporate
logo allowed.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Rooftop signs
Billboards

Provisions of Section 13.06.521.F shall apply with one per building allowed if no
freestanding sign exists on the same frontage, shall not extend above 35 feet. Public
facility over 5 acres not limited to 35 feet above grade.
Provisions of Section 13.521.I shall apply. 1 per business, shall not exceed 8 square
feet per side, shall be illuminated only by indirect lighting, maximum projection of
3-1/2 feet, maximum wide thickness of 12 inches, and shall maintain a minimum
clearance of 8 feet above the sidewalk. Area increase of 25% when using symbolic
shape, rather than rectangle or square.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.Subject to additional regulations in TMC 13.06.521.M

Prohibited.
Replacement only
Prohibited.

Prohibited.
Replacement
onlyProhibited.

Freestanding Signs
Maximum number

1 per street frontage, per site not use and no more than 2 per site. 1 per street

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Awning, canopy, marquee,
under marquee
Projecting

Blade, under-canopy
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Maximum height
Directionals
Setback
Billboards

frontage(s) for public facility over 5 acres.
30 square feet. 300 square feet for public facility over 5 acres.
When building signage exceeds the sign area limit, not allowed on the same frontage
as a projecting sign.
6 feet. 30 feet for public facility over 5 acres.
Shall be limited to 4 feet in height.
None, but signs shall be on private property.
Replacement onlyProhibited.

Sign Features
Lighting

Indirect, internal illumination, neon, and bare bulb allowed.

Same as DCC.

Allowed.
Prohibited.
Allowed. Refer to TMC 13.06.524.H for additional regulations.

Same as DCC.
Prohibited.
Same as DCC.

Bare bulb
illumination
prohibited.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.
Same as DCC.

2 permitted each business, shall not exceed 12 square feet in area nor 4 feet in height
and shall not be placed on sidewalks less than 12 feet in width.
1 banner per business with a 60 square feet maximum displayed no longer than
6 months per year. Banners for cultural purposes shall not exceed 400 square feet
and are not limited in number or duration.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

1 banner per business
with a 60 square feet
maximum displayed
no longer than
6 months per year.
Same as DCC

Not allowed.

Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.

Maximum area per sign
When not allowed

Rotating, mechanized
Flashing, animated
Electronic changing
message center
Temporary Signs
A-boards
Banners

Feather Signs

Flags

Prohibited. Feather Signs are prohibited in all Downtown zones except for the
following:
a) Feather Signs identifying an accessory retail outlet co-located with a
manufacturing facility. In this instance two feather signs are authorized per business.
b) One special event per business once every two years. In this instance two feather
signs are authorized for no more than 15 consecutive days.
c) When associated with a use not located in private property such as food carts or
car sharing services.
Feather Signs must be located on private property unless a City street occupancy
permit is secured.
Shall be on private property, no advertising allowed except logos.
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100 square feet.
Same as DCC.

30 square feet.
Same as DCC.

20 feet.
Same as DCC.
Same as DCC.
Replacement
onlyProhibited.

6 feet.
Same as DCC.
Same as DCC.
Replacement
onlyProhibited.

Same as DCC

Window signs
Searchlights, beacons
Temporary off-premises
advertising signs

Exempt, but shall not exceed 25 percent of the window area.
1 allowed per site, displayed no longer than 7 days per year. No restrictions during
an event for public facility over 5 acres.
Section 13.06.521.C shall apply, except public facility sites in the DCC and DMU
Districts shall be allowed temporary advertising signs of 32 square feet, including
banners not to exceed 160 square feet, attached to temporary fencing during the time
of construction.
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Same as DCC.
Same as DCC.

Same as DCC.
Prohibited.

Prohibited.

Prohibited.

Section 13.06.522.K
Signage Allocation
Maximum total sign area

Signs Attached to
Buildings
Maximum number

Maximum area per sign
Minimum sign area
Wall
Awning, canopy, marquee,
under-marquee
Projecting

Blade, under-canopy

Roof signs
Billboards

Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum area per sign

When not allowed

C-2, CIX, CCX, UCX, M-1, M-2, PMI

C-1

Wall signage, 1 square foot per 1 linear foot of the building frontage with the public
entrance.
Freestanding signage, 1 square foot per 1 linear foot of street frontage(s).

Same as C-2.

3 per business, 25 percent of maximum total area allowed on building wall(s) without a
public entrance. (Note: 50 percent is allowed provided only 2 signs are installed at the
business.) No maximum number for public facility over 5 acres.
200 square feet. 400 square feet for public facility over 5 acres.
Each business allowed 30 square feet regardless of frontage.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.E shall apply.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.H, I, and J shall apply.

Same as C-2.

Provisions of Section 13.06.521.F shall apply, maximum projection 6-1/2 feet.
Single business, in lieu of freestanding sign.
Multi-business, not allowed.
Provisions of Section 13.521.I shall apply. 1 per business, shall not exceed 8 square
feet per side, shall be illuminated only by indirect lighting, maximum projection of
3-1/2 feet, maximum wide thickness of 12 inches, and shall maintain a minimum
clearance of 8 feet above the sidewalk. Area increase of 25% when using symbolic
shape, rather than rectangle or square.
Prohibited.
Poster billboards allowed in all districts. Bulletin billboards allowed in PMI, M-1, M-2
and as set forth in section 13.06.521.M.9.b. Development standards of section
13.06.521.M apply. Allowed only in C-2, M-1, M-2, and PMI. Provisions of Section
13.06.521.M shall apply.

Same as C-2.

1 per street frontage, each 300 feet considered separate street frontage, corner sites
require a minimum 300 feet on both frontages for an additional sign.
200 square feet (additional 100 square feet allowed for name of shopping center), sites
with freeway frontage shall not exceed 75 percent of the maximum allowed.
400 square feet for public facility over 5 acres.
No freestanding sign shall be on same frontage as a projecting sign.

Same as C-2.
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100 square feet.
Same as C-2.
Same as C-2.
Same as C-2.

Same as C-2.

Prohibited.
Prohibited.

100 square feet.

Same as C-2.

Maximum height

Directionals
Off-premises directionals
Setback

Billboards

Sign Features
Lighting
Rotating, mechanized
Flashing, animated
Electronic changing
message center
Temporary Signs
A-boards

Banners
Feather Signs

Flags, pennants
Window signs
Searchlights, beacons
Temporary off-premises
advertising signs

35 feet maximum; signs located 300 feet or less from residential district shall not
exceed height of building it identifies. Sign height for site with freeway frontage is
prohibited to exceed height of building it identifies. 45 feet for public facility over 5
acres.
Shall be limited to 4 feet in height, except 15 feet shall be allowed in PMI.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.L shall apply, except 25 square feet shall be allowed in
PMI with a maximum height of 15 feet and a maximum number of four per business.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.G shall apply, minimum 200 feet separation from
other freestanding signs, sites with freeway frontage shall locate signs on the abutting
parallel frontage, no signs shall be allowed adjacent to the freeway.
Poster billboards allowed in all districts. Bulletin billboards allowed in PMI, M-1, M-2
and as set forth in section 13.06.521.m.9.b. Development standards of section
13.06.521.M apply. Allowed only in C-2, M-1, M-2, and PMI. Provisions of
Section 13.06.521.M shall apply.

6 feet for sites with less than 100 feet of
frontage, 15 feet for sites with frontage between
100 feet and 300 feet, no sign shall exceed the
height of the building it identifies.
Same as C-2.
Same as C-2.

Indirect, internal illumination, neon and bare bulb allowed.
Allowed.
Prohibited.
Allowed, but prohibited on Pedestrian Streets and Core Pedestrian Streets, as defined
in 13.06.300.C, 13.06.200., and 13.06.521.H.

Bare bulb illumination prohibited.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.
Same as C-2.

In the CIX District, 2 per business, 12 square feet per side, 4 feet in height. Such signs
may be located off-site, but must remain within the same Mixed-Use Center in which
the business is located. For all other districts, 1 per business, on private property,
12 square feet per side, 4 feet height.
1 per business, 60 square feet maximum, 6 months per year. Banners for cultural
purposes shall not exceed 400 square feet and are not limited in number or duration.
1 per 50 feet of street frontage, per site, with maximum of 2 signs per street frontage.
Each sign allowed up to 12 square feet in area and ten feet in height. Shall be located
on private property.
Shall be on private property, no advertising allowed, except logos.
Exempt, but shall not exceed 25 percent of the window area.
One allowed per site, displayed no longer than 7 days per year. No restrictions during
an event for public facility over 5 acres.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.C shall apply.

Same as C-2.
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Same as C-2.

Prohibited.

Prohibited.
Same as C-2.

Same as C-2.
Same as C-2.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.

13.06.522.L

T, NCX, URX, Non-Residential Districts with VSD

HM, HMX

1-1/2 square feet per 1 linear feet of building frontage abutting a street frontage,
applies to the first 50 feet, with 1/2 square foot per 1 linear foot of building frontage
over 50 feet.

HM and HMX sign regulations for use by
hospitals only, all other uses in HM and
HMX to follow T sign regulations.

2 per primary frontage (1 may be ground sign), 1 per perpendicular frontage(s), 1
per alley frontage with a public entrance.
Shall not exceed size allocation on primary frontage, 50 square feet on perpendicular
frontage(s), 25 square feet on alley frontage, 10 square feet on upper story or
basement uses.
30 square feet, except for upper story or basement uses.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.E shall apply.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.J shall apply.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521. I shall apply. Indirect illumination only.
40 square feet with frontage of at least 25 feet and not allowed on alleys, provisions
of Section 13.06.521.F shall apply.
Prohibited.
Replacement only – except, URX, where prohibited, and where allowed as set forth
in section 13.06.521.m.9.b. Poster billboards allowed in all districts except URX
where prohibited.Prohibited.

One per elevation.

Freestanding Signs
Maximum number

1 per site, sign area shared with building sign allocation (not allowed on an alley).

Maximum area per sign

30 square feet.

When not allowed

When the building signage has utilized the allowed sign area for wall signage or
when a projection sign exists on the site.
6 feet.
Shall be limited to 4 feet in height.
None, but signs shall be on private property.

1 per right-of-way frontage or 1 per access,
regardless the number of major accesses on
one right-of-way frontage.
Identification or directory signs at 50 square
feet.
Directional signs at 25 square feet.
N/A.

Signage Allocation
Maximum total sign area

Signs Attached to
Buildings
Maximum number
Maximum area per sign

Minimum sign area
Wall
Awning, canopy
Blade, under-canopy
Projecting
Roof signs
Billboards

Maximum height
Directionals
Setback
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Identification signs at 75 square feet.
Directional signs at 25 square feet.

Same as T.
Same as T.
Same as T.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.G shall
apply.
Same as T.
Prohibited. Same as T.

Identification or directory signs at 15 feet.
Shall be limited to 6 feet in height.
Same as T.

Billboards

Sign Features
Lighting

Rotating, mechanized
Flashing, animated
Electronic changing
message center
Temporary Signs
A-boards

Banners, pennants
Feather Signs

Flags
Window signs
Incidental public service
signs
Searchlights, beacons

Replacement only – except URX, where prohibited, and where allowed as set forth
in section 13.06.521.m.9.b.. Prohibited. Poster billboards allowed in all districts
except URX where prohibited.

Prohibited. Same as T.

Indirect, or internal illumination allowed. No bare bulb illumination allowed. All
external lighting to be directed away from adjacent properties to minimize effects of
light and glare upon adjacent uses.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.
Prohibited.

Same as T.

In the NCX and URX districts, 2 per business, 12 square feet per side, 4 feet in
height. Such signs may be located off-site, but must remain within the same MixedUse Center in which the business is located. For all other districts, 1 per business, on
private property, 12 square feet per side, 4 feet heights.
Prohibited.
Prohibited, unless associated with use not located on private property such as food
carts or caring sharing service. In such instances, only one allowed per business, 12
square feet in area and ten feet in height.
Prohibited, except for the national flag, state flag, flags of other political
subdivisions.
Exempt, but shall not exceed 25 percent of the window area.
Less than 4 square feet, contains no advertising, intended to provide messages such
as “no parking,” “exit,” “entrance,” etc.
Prohibited.

Prohibited.
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Same as T.
Same as T.
Allowed, but prohibited on pedestrian streets
and core pedestrian streets as defined in
13.06.300.C.

Banners allowed at 30 square feet.
Prohibited.

Same as T.
Same as T.
Same as T.
Same as T.

Section 13.06.522.M
Signage Allocation
Maximum total sign area

Signs Attached to
Buildings
Maximum number

PDB

RCX

Single business (wall signs), ½ square foot per 1 linear foot of building frontage.

1 square foot per 1 linear foot of building
frontage abutting a street frontage, applies to
the first 50 feet, with 1/2 square foot per
1 linear foot of building frontage over 50 ft.

Single business, 1 per elevation, 2 total.
Multi-business, 1 per business.

2 per primary frontage (1 may be a ground
sign), 1 per perpendicular frontage(s), 1 per
alley frontage with a public entrance.
30 square feet maximum on perpendicular
frontage(s), but not to exceed size area
allocation, 10 square feet on alley frontage,
upper story and basement uses.
20 square feet each business regardless of
frontage.

Maximum area per sign

Single business, 75 square feet per elevation, total 150 square feet for all signs.
Multi-business, 20 square feet.

Minimum sign area

Single business, 30 square feet each business regardless of frontage.
Multi-business, 20 square feet each business regardless of frontage.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521.E shall apply.
Provisions of Section 13.06.521. I and J shall apply.

Wall
Awning, canopy, undercanopy
Roof signs
Billboards
Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum area per sign
Maximum height
Directionals
Setback
Billboards
Sign Features
Lighting

Rotating, mechanized

Same as PDB.
Same as PDB.

Prohibited.
Allowed as set forth in section 13.06.521.m.9.b. Poster billboards
allowed.Prohibited.

Prohibited.
Prohibited.

1 per site (single or multi-business) located in landscaped area.
30 square feet.
6 feet.
Shall be limited to 4 feet in height.
Minimum 5 feet from property lines.
Allowed as set forth in section 13.06.521.m.9.b. Poster billboards
allowed.Prohibited.

1 per site (not allowed on an alley).
25 square feet.
4 feet.
Same as PDB.
None, but signs shall be on private property.
Prohibited.

Indirect or internal illumination allowed. No bare bulb or neon illumination allowed.
All external lighting shall be directed away from adjacent properties to minimize
effects of light and glare upon adjacent uses.
Prohibited.

Same as PDB.
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Same as PDB.

Section 13.06.522.M
Flashing
Electronic changing
message center
Temporary Signs
A-boards

PDB
Prohibited.
Allowed. Refer to 13.06.521.H for additional requirements.

RCX
Same as PDB.
Prohibited.

Prohibited.

Banners, pennants
Window signs
Feather signs
Flags
Incidental public service
signs
Searchlights, beacons

Prohibited.
Exempt, but shall not exceed 25 percent of the window area.
Prohibited.
Prohibited, except the national flag, state flag, flags of other political subdivisions.
Less than 4 square feet, contains no advertising, intended to provide messages such
as “no parking,” “exit,” “entrance,” etc.
Prohibited.

2 per business, 12 square feet per side, 4 feet
in height. Such signs may be located off-site,
but must remain within the same Mixed-Use
Center in which the business is located.
Prohibited.
Same as PDB.
Prohibited.
Same as PDB.
Same as PDB.

Section 13.06.522.N
1. Multiple-Family Residential
Signage Allocation
Total sign allocation
Signs Attached to Buildings
Maximum number
Maximum sign area
Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum sign area
Maximum height
Location
Lighting
Lighting and illumination
restrictions for signs attached to

Prohibited.

All Shoreline Districts
1 building or 1 freestanding sign per development site
1
20 square feet
Subject to provisions of 13.06.521.G
1
15 square feet per face
6 feet
A freestanding sign may not be placed anywhere on a site where it significantly degrades a vista, viewpoint, or view shed presently
available to the public, or impairs the visual access to the water from such view areas.
Indirect illumination and floodlighting shall be the only allowable means of illumination of signs. All external lighting shall be
directed away from the water and adjacent properties to minimize the effects of light and glare upon adjacent uses.
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Section 13.06.522.N
1. Multiple-Family Residential
buildings and freestanding signs

All Shoreline Districts
No external bare bulb illumination of signs shall be allowed, except that neon signs shall be allowed in the “S-8” Shoreline
District. No flashing, revolving, fluttering, undulating, animated, or otherwise moving signs shall be allowed.

2. Commercial
Signage Allocation
Total sign allocation

S-7, S-9, and S-10 Districts

S-8 District

S-1a, S-1b, S-5, S-6, S-6/7, S-11, and S-15
Districts

1 building or 1 freestanding per
development site

2 building signs on separate building
elevations or 1 building and 1
freestanding sign

1 building or 1 freestanding per development
site

Signs having both land and water
access may have one sign facing
landward and one facing waterward.

Maximum total sign area

Signs having both land and water
access may have one sign facing
landward and one facing waterward.
Freestanding signs must be oriented
landward.
Buildings containing one business are
allowed .75 square-foot of sign area per
lineal foot of building frontage.

Signs having both land and water access may
have one sign facing landward and one facing
waterward.

Buildings on development sites
containing multiple buildings may
calculate their sign area based on .75
square feet of sign area per lineal street
frontage.
Signs Attached to Buildings
Maximum number

Maximum sign area

1 per development site

60 square feet

2 signs, on separate building faces
Buildings containing multiple
businesses are allowed one additional
non-freestanding sign for a total of 3
signs.
The maximum area for any sign is 75
square feet.
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1 per development site

60 square feet

2. Commercial

S-7, S-9, and S-10 Districts

S-8 District

Minimum sign area

One additional sign per tenant up to 6
square feet in area. This sign area is
not included in the maximum sign
area.

One additional sign per tenant up to 10
square feet in area. This sign area is not
included in the maximum sign area.

Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum sign area
Maximum height
Location
A-board

Lighting
Lighting and illumination
restrictions for signs attached to
buildings and freestanding signs

S-1a, S-1b, S-5, S-6, S-6/7, S-11, and S-15
Districts
One additional sign per tenant up to 6 square
feet in area. This sign area is not included in
the maximum sign area.

1 per development site

1 per development site, oriented
1 per development site
landward
45 square feet per face.
The maximum area for any sign is 75
30 square feet per face
square feet.
15 feet
20 feet
8 feet
A freestanding sign may not be placed anywhere on a site where it significantly degrades a vista, viewpoint, or view shed presently
available to the public, or impairs the visual access to the water from such view areas.
One non-illuminated A-board sign up
to 10 square feet in total area is
allowed for each use; provided, that the
sign does not obstruct designated
public or vehicular access routes. This
sign area is not included in the
maximum sign area.
Indirect illumination and floodlighting
shall be the only allowable means of
illumination of signs. All external
lighting shall be directed away from
the water and adjacent properties to
minimize the effects of light and glare
upon adjacent uses. No external bare
bulb illumination of signs shall be
allowed. No flashing, revolving,
fluttering, undulating, animated, or
otherwise moving signs shall be
allowed.

Neon signs are allowed. No other
external bare bulb illumination of signs
shall be allowed.
Indirect illumination and floodlighting
shall be the only allowable means of
illumination of signs. All external
lighting shall be directed away from
the water and adjacent properties to
minimize the effects of light and glare
upon adjacent uses. No flashing,
revolving, fluttering, undulating,
animated, or otherwise moving signs
shall be allowed.
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Indirect illumination and floodlighting shall be
the only allowable means of illumination of
signs. All external lighting shall be directed
away from the water and adjacent properties to
minimize the effects of light and glare upon
adjacent uses. No external bare bulb
illumination of signs shall be allowed. No
flashing, revolving, fluttering, undulating,
animated, or otherwise moving signs shall be
allowed.

3. Industrial
Signage Allocation
Total sign allocation
Signs Attached to Buildings
Maximum number
Maximum sign area
Minimum sign area
Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum area per sign
Maximum height
Location
Lighting
Lighting and illumination
restrictions for signs attached to
buildings and freestanding signs

S-1a, S-6/7, S-7, S-8, S-9, and S-10 Districts
1 building or 1 freestanding sign per development site.
Sites having both land and water access may have one sign facing landward and one facing waterward.
1 per development site
100 square feet
One additional sign per tenant up to 12 square feet in area. This sign area is not included in the maximum sign area.
1 per development site
75 square ft per face
20 feet
A freestanding sign may not be placed anywhere on a site where it significantly degrades a vista, viewpoint, or view shed presently
available to the public, or impairs the visual access to the water from such view areas.
Indirect illumination and floodlighting shall be the only allowable means of illumination of signs. All external lighting shall be
directed away from the water and adjacent properties to minimize the effects of light and glare upon adjacent uses.
No external bare bulb illumination of signs shall be allowed. No flashing, revolving, fluttering, undulating, animated, or otherwise
moving signs shall be allowed.

4. Park/Recreational
Signage Allocation
Total sign allocation
Freestanding Signs
Maximum number
Maximum sign area
Maximum height
Location
Lighting
Lighting and illumination
restrictions for signs attached to

1 freestanding sign per development site
1 per development site
30 square feet per face
8 feet
A freestanding sign may not be placed anywhere on a site where it significantly degrades a vista, viewpoint, or view shed presently
available to the public, or impairs the visual access to the water from such view areas.
Indirect illumination and floodlighting shall be the only allowable means of illumination of signs. All external lighting shall be
directed away from the water and adjacent properties to minimize the effects of light and glare upon adjacent uses.
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4. Park/Recreational
buildings and freestanding signs
No external bare bulb illumination of signs shall be allowed. No flashing, revolving, fluttering, undulating, animated, or otherwise
moving signs shall be allowed.
***
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EXHIBIT “C”
Chapter 13.06
Zoning
***
13.06.700. B
Basement. A story partly underground. A basement shall be counted as a story in building height measurement
where more than one-half of its height is above the average level of the adjoining ground.
Bicycle parking. Stationary rack that accommodates a lock securing the frame and wheels, or a lockable enclosure
with the quantity accommodated determined by manufacturer’s specifications.
Bicycle parking, short-term: parking meant to accommodate visitors, customers, messengers and others expected to
depart within two hours; requires approved rack and appropriate location and placement.
Bicycle parking, long-term: parking meant to accommodate employees, students, residents, commuters, and others
expected to park more than two hours. This parking is to be provided in a secure, weather-protected manner and
location.
Billboard, bulletin. A billboard with a sign area or billboard face approximately 14’x48’ (672 sq. ft.) (may be as
small as 301 sq. ft. and as large as 672 sq. ft.)
Billboard, standard. An off-premises sign greater than 72 square feet in size. This type of sign is generally composed
of materials (panels or modules) mounted on a building wall or freestanding structure, or painted directly on the wall
or freestanding structure.
Billboard, digital. An off-premises sign greater than 72 square feet in size, utilizing digital message technology
capable of changing the message or copy on the sign electronically. Digital billboards are not considered under the
definitions of animated sign, changing message centers, electrical signs, illuminated signs, or flashing signs.
Billboard, face. A billboard face is the area of a billboard that is contiguous and used or intended to be used for
display purposes, excluding the minimum frame and supports. The calculation of the area of the billboard face
excludes the sign structure.
Billboard, poster. A billboard with a sign area or billboard face approximately 12’x24’ (288 sq. ft.) (may be as
small as 240 sq. ft. and as large as 300 sq. ft.).
Billboard, Jr. Poster. A billboard with a sign area or billboard face approximately 6’x12’ (72 sq. ft.) (typically any
sign smaller than 240’ sq. ft.).
Billboard, standard. An off-premises sign generally composed of materials (panels or modules) mounted on a
building wall (“wall-mounted billboard” or “building-mounted billboard”) or freestanding structure (“freestanding
billboard”), or painted directly on the wall or freestanding structure.
Billboard, wall. A billboard that is mounted to a wall either by direct application or installed on a device that is
mounted to a wall designed to support the billboard advertising copy. A wall billboard may also be referred to as a
“wall-mounted billboard” or a “building-mounted billboard”.
Brewpub. An eating and drinking establishment having a small brewery on the premises which produces beer, ale,
or other malt beverage, or wine, and where the majority of the beer/wine produced is consumed on the premises.
This classification allows a brewpub to sell beer/wine at retail and/or act as wholesaler for beer of its own
production for off-site consumption, with appropriate state licenses.
Building. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls for the housing, shelter, or enclosure of
persons, animals, or chattels; when separated by dividing walls without openings, each portion of such building so
separated shall be deemed a separate building. For the purpose of this section, the term “building” shall not include
“vehicle” as hereinafter defined.
Building, face or wall. All window and wall area of a building in one plane or elevation.
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Building footprint. The outline of the total area that is surrounded by the exterior walls of a building or portion of a
building, exclusive of courtyards. In the absence of surrounding exterior walls, the building footprint shall be the
area under the horizontal projection of the roof, excluding any roof overhangs.
Building, height of. In all districts except those containing a View-Sensitive Overlay District, per Section 13.06.555,
building height shall be measured consistent with the applicable Building Code, Height of Building. For buildings
located within a View-Sensitive Overlay District, the method provided below shall be used:
1. The height limit shall be the vertical distance between existing grade and a plane essentially parallel to the
existing grade. The corners of such plane shall be located above the base points.
2. The base points shall be located at the four corners of the foundation or, if the foundation of the structure does not
form a rectangle, at the four corners of the smallest rectangle which surrounds the foundation.
3. The base points shall be located on existing grade, unless determined otherwise by the Director in accordance
with the provisions of Section 13.06.645.B.3.a.
4. Additional height at the rate of one foot for each 6 percent of the slope shall be allowed. This additional height
shall not be allowed on the uphill portion of the structure. For the purpose of this provision, the slope shall be the
difference between the elevation of the highest base point and the elevation of the lowest base point divided by the
distance between those two base points.
5. No portion of a structure, including the highest gable, unless specifically excepted, shall extend above the height
limit; provided, however, that a legal structure that existed before June 18, 1989, that was destroyed by fire, natural
disaster, explosion, or other calamity or act of God or the public enemy may be rebuilt to its previous height within
the building’s prior actual dimensions, including, but not limited to, height, roof pitch, depth, and width. Such a
structure cannot be enlarged, expanded, or otherwise increased in size without the enlargement or expansion meeting
the zoning regulations in effect at the time of the expansion.
The height of a stepped or terraced building is the maximum height of any segment of the building.
Building materials and services. Retailing, wholesaling, or rental of building supplies or equipment. This
classification includes indoor lumber sales with limited outdoor storage, tool and equipment sales or rental
establishments, and building contractors’ yards, but excludes lumber yards, establishments devoted exclusively to
retail sales of paint and hardware, and activities classified under vehicle rental and sales.
Building orientation. The location or position of a building on a site, particularly the relationship of the principal
entry to the adjacent street. A building oriented to the street has an entry facing the street.
Building, temporary. A building without a permanent foundation or footing and without permanent utilities which is
removed when the designated time period, activity, or use for which the temporary building was erected, has ceased.
Building, unit group. Two or more buildings of one ownership grouped on a lot, including institutions, hospitals,
colleges, and industries.
Business support services. A provision of recurrently needed services of a business nature, including parcel and
package delivery services for individual and/or commercial customers; preparation of parcels for delivery, shipping,
or mailing; printing; copying; and computer support services.
***
13.06.700. S
School, public or private. Public facilities for primary, secondary or post-secondary education, including elementary,
grade, middle, junior, and high schools and community, professional, business, technical, and trade colleges and
universities, and private institutions having a curriculum comparable to that required in the public schools of the
State of Washington.
Screening. A continuous fence, wall, or evergreen hedge supplemented with landscape planting of grass, shrubs, or
evergreen ground cover, or a combination thereof, that effectively screens visually the property which it encloses,
and which is at least four feet high and is broken only for accessways.
Searchlight. An apparatus for projecting a beam or beams of light.
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Seasonal sales. Temporary sales, usually outdoors and independent of another use, of merchandise for the
celebration of certain seasons. These include items such as Christmas trees and pumpkins.
Security barrier (wireless communication facility). A wall, fence, or berm that has the purpose of sealing a wireless
communication facility from unauthorized entry or trespass.
Self-storage. Any real property designated and used for the purpose of renting or leasing separate storage spaces to
individuals or businesses.
Setback line. A line within a lot parallel to a corresponding lot property line, which is established to govern the
location of buildings, structures, or uses. Where no minimum front, side, corner side, or rear yard setbacks are
specified, the setback line shall be coterminous with the corresponding lot line.
Shopping center. A unified grouping of two or more commercial establishments, such as retail, eating and drinking,
office, and personal service uses, which are located on a single site with common/shared parking facilities. Shopping
centers may occupy a single structure or separate structures that are physically or functionally related, but
establishments with accessory uses, such as a grocery store with an accessory coffee shop, are not, by themselves,
considered a shopping center. A shopping center may include pads for future buildings.
Shrub. Any woody perennial plant that is generally less than fifteen feet in height at maturity.
Sign. Any materials placed or constructed, or light projected, that (a) convey a message or image, and (b) are used to
inform or attract the attention of the public, but not including any lawful display of merchandise. Some examples of
“signs” include placards, A-boards, posters, murals, diagrams, banners, flags, billboards, or projected slides, images
or holograms. The applicability of the term “sign” does not depend on the content of the message or image
conveyed.
Sign, abandoned. A sign that no longer correctly directs any person or advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner,
product, or activity conducted or available on the premises where such sign is located.
Sign, A-Board. A sign which consists of two panels hinged or attached at the top or side, designed to be movable
and stand on the ground. Also commonly known as sandwich board signs.
Sign, animated. A sign that uses movement by electronic means to depict action or create a special effect or scene,
as with video or a series of moving lights.
Sign, architectural blade. A sign structure which is designed to look as though it could have been part of the building
structure, rather than something suspended from or standing on the building.
Sign area. The total area of a sign, as measured by the perimeter of the smallest rectangle enclosing the extreme
limits of the letter, module, or advertising message visible from any one viewpoint or direction, excluding the sign
support structure, architectural embellishments, decorative features, or framework which contains no written or
advertising copy. (Includes only one side of a double-faced sign, unless noted otherwise.)
1. Individual letter signs, using a wall as the background without added decoration or change in wall color, shall be
calculated by measuring the smallest rectangle enclosing each letter. The combined total area of each individual
letter shall be considered the total area of the sign.
2. For a multiple face sign, the sign area shall be computed for the largest face only. If the sign consists of more than
one section or module, all areas will be totaled.
3. Neutral surfaces (i.e., graphic design, wall murals and colored bands), shall not be included in the calculation.
(See definition of “Neutral Surface.”)
4. The area of all regulated signs on a business premises shall be counted in determining the permitted sign area.
Sign, banner. A sign intended to be hung either with or without a frame, possessing characters, letters, illustrations,
or ornamentations applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of any kind.
1. Commercial banner. A banner used for commercial purposes, which includes “For Lease,” “Grand Opening,”
“Sale,” etc.
2. Cultural, civil, and educational banner. A banner used for cultural, civic, or educational events, displays, or
exhibits.
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Sign, billboard. See 13.06.700.B, above.
1. Poster panels or bulletins normally mounted on a building wall (“wall-mounted billboard” or “building-mounted
billboard”) or freestanding structure (“freestanding billboard”) with advertising copy in the form of posted paper.
2. Painted bulletins, where the message of the advertiser is painted directly on the background of a wall-mounted or
freestanding display area.
Sign, blade. A double-faced sign intended for pedestrian viewing installed no higher than the top of the first floor of
a building and generally perpendicular to the building façade for which it identifies.
Formatted: Font: 10 pt
Formatted: Font: 10 pt

Sign, canopy (or awning). A sign affixed to the surface of a canopy, awning, marquee, or similar feature and which
does not extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of such feature, but does not include a projecting roof.
Sign, center identification. Any sign which identifies a shopping center, industrial center, or office center by name,
address, or symbol. Center identification signs may also identify individual businesses and activities located within
the center.
Sign, changing message center. An electronically controlled sign, message center, or readerboard where copy
changes are shown on the same lamp bank or screen.
Sign, changeable copy (manual). Any sign that is designed so that characters, letters, or illustrations can be changed
or rearranged by hand, without altering the face or the surface of the sign (i.e., readerboards with changeable
pictorial panels).
Sign, construction. A temporary sign giving the name or names of principal contractors, architects, lending
institutions, or other persons or firms responsible for construction on the site where the sign is located, together with
other information included thereon.
Sign, corporate logo. A logo sign consists of a symbol or identifying mark(s) used as part of a corporation
identification scheme that is meant to identify a corporation, company, or individual business or organization.
Internally illuminated cabinet signs shall not be allowed for use as a logo sign above 35 feet in any of the downtown
districts.
Sign, directional. Any sign which serves solely to designate the location of any place, area, or business within the
City limits of Tacoma, whether on-premises or off-premises.
Sign, directory. A sign on which the names and locations of occupants or the use of a building is given.
Sign, electrical. A sign or sign structure in which electrical wiring, connections, and/or fixtures are used as any part
of the sign.
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Sign, feather. A portable freestanding type sign, affixed to a light weight pole, intended to advertise temporary
promotions, services, and events.
Formatted: Font: 10 pt
Formatted: Font: 10 pt

Sign, flashing. An electrical sign or portion which changes light intensity in sudden transitory bursts, but not
including signs which appear to chase or flicker and not including signs where the change in light intensity occurs at
intervals of more than one second.
Sign, freestanding. A permanently installed, self-supporting sign resting on or supported by means of poles,
standards, or any other type of base on the ground.
Sign graphics. An aggregate of designs, shapes, forms, colors, and/or materials located on an exterior wall and
relating to or representing a symbol, word, meaning, or message.
Sign, ground. A sign that is six feet or less in height above ground level and is supported by one or more poles,
columns, or supports anchored in the ground.
Sign height. The vertical distance measured from the adjacent grade at the base of the sign to the highest point of the
sign structure; provided, however, the grade of the ground may not be built up in order to allow the sign to be
higher.
Sign, identification or directory. A combination sign used to identify numerous buildings, persons, or activities
which relate to one another, which is used as an external way-finding for both vehicular and pedestrians traffic.
Sign, illuminated. A sign designed to give forth any artificial or reflected light, either directly from a source of light
incorporated into or connected with such sign or indirectly from a source intentionally directed upon it, so shielded
that no direct illumination from it is visible elsewhere than on the sign and in the immediate proximity thereof.
Sign, incidental. A small sign intended primarily for the convenience and direction of the public on the premises,
which does not advertise but is informational only, and includes information which denotes the hours of operation,
telephone number, credit cards accepted, sales information, entrances and exits, and information required by law.
Incidental information may appear on a sign having other copy as well, such as an advertising sign.
Sign, interpretive. A sign designed to impart educational, instructive, or historic information, or to identify parks or
other public recreational facilities.
Sign landscaping. Any material used as a decorative feature, such as planter boxes, pole covers, decorative framing,
and shrubbery or planting materials, used in conjunction with a sign, which expresses the theme of the sign but does
not contain advertising copy.
Sign, mechanized. A sign which uses natural or mechanical means to physically move all or part of the sign
structure.
Sign, nonconforming. A nonconforming sign shall mean any sign which does not conform to the requirements of
this Chapter.

-5Ord17-1261 Exhibit “C”

Formatted: Font: 10 pt
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Sign, off-premises open house or directional sign. A sign advertising a transaction involving:
1. A product sold in a residential zone;
2. A product that cannot be moved without a permit; and/or
3. A product with a size of at least 3,200 cubic feet.
Sign, off-premises. A permanent sign not located on the premises of the use or activity to which the sign pertains.
Sign, on-premises. A permanent sign located on the premises of the use or activity to which the sign pertains.
Sign, political. A temporary sign which supports the candidacy of any candidate for public office or urges action on
any other matter on the ballot in a primary, general, or special election.
Sign, portable. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or a building. (Includes A-frame, sandwich boards,
and portable readerboards.)
Sign, projecting. A sign, other than a wall sign, which is attached to and projects from a structure or building face.
Sign, public information. A sign erected and maintained by any governmental entity for traffic direction or for
designation of, or direction to, any school, hospital, historical site, or public service, property, or facility. Public
signs include those of such public agencies as the Port of Tacoma, Pierce Transit, the Tacoma School District, and
the MetroParks Tacoma.
Sign, real estate. Any sign which is only used for advertising the sale or lease of ground upon which it is located or
of a building located on the same parcel of ground.
Sign repair. To paint, clean, or replace damaged parts of a sign, or to improve its structural strength, but not in a
manner that would change the size, shape, location, or character.
Sign, roof sign. Any sign erected upon, against, or directly above a roof or parapet of a building or structure.
Sign, rotating. Any sign or portion thereof which physically revolves about an axis.
Sign structure. Any structure which supports, has supported, is designed to support, or is capable of supporting a
sign, including a decorative cover.
Sign, swinging. A sign installed on an arm or spar that is fastened to an adjacent wall or upright pole, which sign is
allowed to move or swing to a perceptible degree.
Sign, temporary off-premises. An off-premises advertising sign attached to temporary fencing during the time of
construction.
Sign, temporary. An on-premises sign, banner, balloon, feather sign, pennant, valance, A-board, or advertising
display constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, paper, cardboard, plywood, wood, wallboard, plastic, sheet metal, or
other similar light material, with or without a frame, which is not permanently affixed to any sign structure and
which is intended to be displayed for a limited time only.
Sign, under-canopy. Signs or other information-conveying devices that are affixed to the underside of a canopy,
awning, marquee, or similar feature and project down from the bottom of the feature.
Sign, unlawful. Any sign which was erected in violation of any applicable ordinance or code governing such
erection or construction at the time of its erection, which sign has never been in conformance with all applicable
ordinances or codes.
Sign, wall. A sign painted on or attached to or erected against the wall of a building with the face in a parallel plane
of the building wall. Also known as a fascia sign.
Sign, warning. Any sign which is intended to warn persons of prohibited activities such as “no hunting” and “no
dumping.”
Sign, window. A sign painted on, affixed to, or installed inside a window for purposes of viewing from outside the
premises.
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Special needs housing. A broad term that includes adult family homes, confidential shelters, emergency and
transitional housing, extended care facilities, continuing care retirement communities, intermediate care facilities,
residential chemical dependency treatment facilities, residential care facilities for youth, retirement homes, and staff
residential homes.
Stable, private. A detached accessory building for the keeping of horses owned by the occupants of the premises and
which are not kept for remuneration, hire, or sale.
Stacking lane. A driving lane, associated with a drive-thru, in which cars line up while waiting for service.
Staffed residential home. A home, licensed by the state, providing 24-hour care for six or fewer children or
expectant mothers, 17 years or younger, with or without functional disabilities. The home employs staff to care for
children and may or may not be a family residence. New housing solely or partially for juveniles who are committed
to the physical custody of the Department of Social and Health Services under the Juvenile Justice Act of 1977 must
be sited under Section 13.06.530, Juvenile Community Facilities.
Storage, general. Any real property designed and used for the purpose of renting or leasing storage space to
individuals or businesses, for the purpose of indoor dead storage of personal items or business inventory and
supplies. This may include self-storage or businesses where storage is provided as a service.
Street. A thoroughfare which provides the principal means of access to abutting property.
Story. That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor next above it,
or, if there be no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling next above it.
Story, half. A story which, by reason of a sloping roof, has not more than one-half of the habitable space of the floor
next below it.
Structure. That which is built or constructed and located on the ground.
Structural alterations. Any change in the supporting members of a building, such as bearing walls, columns, beams,
or girders.
Student housing. A residential facility occupied by and maintained exclusively for students that is affiliated with a
professional college or university, or other recognized academic institution. These facilities are generally owned and
operated by the associated institution and located on the institution’s campus. This classification includes uses such
as dormitories, fraternity houses, and sorority houses.
Substance abuse facility. (See “Drug rehabilitation facility”).
Substantial connection. A substantial connection is a common covered structure whose roof extends between two
structures, the width of which is at a minimum 50% of the width of one of the structures, and which utilizes a roof
style, structure, and finishing materials that tie into the existing roof of at least one of the two structures.
Super regional mall. Combination of stores in single ownership or under unified control through a reciprocal
easement agreement with at least four anchor tenants and a total of not less than 750,000 square feet of leasable
building area.
Surface mining. Any premises from which the removal of any rocks, sand, gravel, stone, earth, topsoil, peat,
minerals, or other natural resources results in the following:
1. More than three acres of disturbed area;
2. Surface mined slopes greater than 30 feet high and steeper than 1.0 foot horizontal to 1.0 foot vertical; or
3. More than one acre of disturbed area within an eight acre area, when the disturbed area results from mineral
prospecting or exploration activities.
Surface mining shall exclude excavations or grading necessary for the construction of a structure for which a
building permit has been duly issued.
***

-7Ord17-1261 Exhibit “C”

Req. #17-1256

ORDINANCE NO. 28477
1
2
3
4
5

AN ORDINANCE relating to public health and safety; adopting additional
findings; and, amending Section 6 of Ordinance No. 28430, as amended
by Ordinance No. 28457, by extending the sunset date of said amended
ordinance from December 31, 2017 to December 31, 2018, for the
declaration of public emergency relating to the conditions of homeless
encampments; and declaring an emergency, making necessary the
passage of this ordinance and it becoming effective immediately.

6

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2017, the City Council enacted Ordinance

7

No. 28430 (“Emergency Ordinance”), declaring a state of emergency relating to

8

the conditions of homeless encampments and authorizing such actions are

9

reasonable and necessary in light of such emergency to mitigate the conditions

10
11
12
13
14
15

giving rise to such public emergency, and provided for a sunset date of
October 9, 2017, and
WHEREAS, on June 5, 2017, the City Council approved a temporary
emergency aid and shelter plan with a three-phased approach (Mitigation,
Stabilization, and short-term transitional housing) at a projected cost of

16
17

$3.4 million, and

18

WHEREAS the Emergency Ordinance further provided that the City

19

Council shall review the conditions that have given rise to the public health

20

emergency to determine if such conditions warrant keeping in place the

21

extraordinary measures authorized herein to respond to the public health

22
23
24
25

emergency, and
WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a review of the efforts made to
abate the conditions giving rise to the declaration of the public emergency and

26
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found that such conditions continued and the public emergency created thereby
1

had not been abated, and

2

WHEREAS, based upon the foregoing, City Council adopted Ordinance

3
4

No. 28457 extending the sunset date of the public emergency declaration made

5

pursuant to Emergency Ordinance from October 9, 2017 to December 31, 2017,

6

and

7
8

WHEREAS the City Council has conducted a second review of the
conditions giving rise to the declaration of a public emergency and makes the

9
10
11

following findings:
•

The City, within two weeks following the declaration of emergency,
established a mitigation site at 18th Street and Portland Avenue
(“mitigation site”) occupied by 118 individuals, 70 tents, and nine
vehicles;

•

Occupants of the mitigation site were provided with health and
sanitation facilities, together with assessments and screening for
housing needs, mental health and substance abuse disorders, needle
exchange services, transportation to shower and laundry facilities,
veterans outreach, meals, dental/physical health assessments,
prenatal care and other needed services;

•

The City, on June 26th, began transitioning occupants of the
mitigation site to the stabilization site located at 1423 Puyallup
Avenue (“stabilization site”), resulting in the relocation of 84
individuals to the stabilization site, the referral of four individuals to
housing options, the referral of one individual to substance use
inpatient treatment, and the referral of one individual to mental health
inpatient treatment;

•

As of November 22nd, 88 individuals continued to reside at the
stabilization site, 50 individuals developed housing stability plans,
received housing referrals, or were enrolled in a housing program,
and 23 individuals transitioned from the stabilization site to housing;

•

During the week of November 15-22, 56 individuals were on a waiting
list for shelter at the stabilization site, 83 individuals were turned away

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
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daily from the Nativity House Shelter, and 45 individuals were turned
away daily from the Men’s Adult Shelter at the Tacoma Rescue
Mission;

1
2

•

Although heightened enforcement and services have reduced resident
and area health and safety impacts, conditions continue to exist
resulting in homelessness encampments outside of the stabilization
site throughout the City; since the Emergency Ordinance, and as of
November 26th, 540 homeless encampments have been removed
throughout the City;

•

Although 82% percent of residents at the stabilization site require
and/or qualify for permanent supportive housing, there is a shortage
of permanent supportive housing in the region. If the stabilization site
were to be shut down, 80-90 residents would be left without housing
or shelter options and would experience increased health and safety
issues;

•

The stabilization site continues to remain at near capacity with slow
outflow into stable housing;

•

The City continues to evaluate opportunities to increase short-term
transitional housing and partnering with Pierce County and other
jurisdictions to address the challenges of addressing homelessness,

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

and
WHEREAS, the City Council, as part of its mid-biennial budget

17

adjustment, has approved the expenditure of nearly $10.4 million (funded
18
19

through various funding sources) for continuation of the temporary emergency

20

aid and shelter plan with a three-phased approach (Mitigation, Stabilization, and

21

short-term transitional housing) through the end of the 2017-2018 biennium, and

22

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and concludes that the continuing and

23

ongoing threat of significant harm to human health and life arising from the
24
25

conditions in homeless encampments as described in the Emergency Ordinance

26

have not yet been abated by the City’s actions, resulting in the continued
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existence of the public emergency as declared pursuant to the Emergency
1
2

Ordinance, and
WHEREAS the City Council further finds and concludes that the current

3
4

and ongoing conditions warrant keeping in place the extraordinary measures

5

authorized pursuant to the Emergency Ordinance to respond to the declared

6

emergency, and

7
8

WHEREAS the City Council further finds and concludes that it is
reasonable and necessary, and in the best interest of the public health, safety,

9
10

and welfare, to continue the exercise of its power to declare a public health

11

emergency under authority of Article XI, Section 11, of the State Constitution,

12

Chapter 38.52 RCW, Chapter 39.04 RCW, RCW 35.33.081, WAC 197-11-880

13

and other applicable laws and regulations, and pursuant to Section 2.4 of the

14

Tacoma City Charter, Chapters 1.06, 1.10, and 8.96 of the Tacoma Municipal

15
16

Code, and the authorization of such extraordinary measures as are reasonable

17

and necessary in light of such public health emergency to mitigate the

18

conditions giving rise the public emergency; Now, Therefore,

19

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA:

20

Section 1. That the above-stated recitals are adopted as findings and

21
22
23

conclusions of the City Council and are incorporated by this reference as though
fully set forth herein.

24

Section 2. That Section 6 of Ordinance No. 28430, as amended by

25

Ordinance No. 28457, is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows:

26
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That this ordinance shall sunset and no longer be in force or effect at
1

11:59 p.m. on December 31, 20172018.

2

Section 3. That the City Council shall, prior to December 31, 2018,

3
4

review the conditions that have given rise to the emergency declaration made

5

pursuant to Ordinance No. 28430, as amended, to determine if such conditions

6

warrant keeping in place the extraordinary measures authorized herein to

7

response to this public health emergency.

8

Section 4. That, based upon the facts and conclusions as specified

9
10

herein, Ordinance No. 28430 and Ordinance No. 28457, a public emergency

11

exists, making this ordinance effective upon passage by an affirmative vote of at

12

least six members of the City Council.

13
14

Passed

15

Mayor

16
17

Attest:

18
19
20

City Clerk
Approved as to form:

21
22
23

Chief Deputy City Attorney

24
25
26
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Req. #17-1311

ORDINANCE NO. 28478
1
2
3

AN ORDINANCE relating to public health and safety; amending Subsection
8.12.180.E of the Tacoma Municipal Code by extending the sunset date
from December 31, 2017 to December 31, 2018; and declaring an
emergency, making necessary the passage of this ordinance and it
becoming effective immediately.

4
5

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2017, the City Council enacted Ordinance No. 28430

6

(the “Emergency Ordinance”) declaring a state of emergency relating to the

7

conditions of homeless encampments and authorizing such actions are reasonable

8

and necessary in light of such emergency to mitigate the conditions giving rise to

9

such public emergency, and provided for a sunset date of October 9, 2017, and

10
11

WHEREAS, on July 11, 2017 the City Council enacted Ordinance

12

No. 28438 codified at TMC 8.12.180 (the “Camping Ordinance”) making it unlawful

13

to camp upon any public property in the City of Tacoma except in any location

14

where camping has been expressly allowed, and

15

WHEREAS, the Camping Ordinance was adopted pursuant to the City’s

16
17

police power authority as a reasonable and necessary enforcement measure in

18

response to and based upon the conditions giving rise to the public emergency as

19

set forth in the Emergency Ordinance, and

20
21

WHEREAS, the Camping Ordinance included a provision that the ordinance
would sunset on October 9, 2017, contemporaneous with the sunset of the

22
23
24

Emergency Ordinance, and
WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the conditions given rise to the public

25

health emergency and, determined that such conditions warranted keeping in

26

place the extraordinary measures authorized pursuant to the Emergency
-1Ord17-1311.doc-CDB/ak

1

Ordinance to respond to the public health emergency, and on October 3, 2017

2

adopted Ordinance No. 28457 extending the declaration of the public

3

emergency and authority granted therein from October 9, 2017 to December

4
5
6

31, 2017 (the “Extension Ordinance”), and
WHEREAS, based upon the findings and conclusions set forth in Extension

7

Ordinance, the City Council contemporaneous therewith adopted Ordinance

8

No. 28458 extending the sunset date of the Camping Ordinance as codified at

9

TMC 8.12.180.E from October 9, 2017 to December 31, 2017, and

10
11

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted a second review of the

12

conditions giving rise to the declaration of a public emergency and, based upon

13

such review, on December 12, 2017 adopted Ordinance No. 28477 extending the

14

sunset date of the Emergency Ordinance from December 31, 2017 to

15

December 31, 2018, and

16
17

WHEREAS, based upon the findings and conclusions set forth in

18

Ordinance No. 28477, the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of public

19

health, safety and welfare that the City Council extend the sunset date of the

20

Camping Ordinance to be coextensive with the sunset date of the Emergency

21

Ordinance ; Now, Therefore,

22
23
24
25
26
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1

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA:

2

Section 1. That Section 8.12.180.E of the Tacoma Municipal Code is

3

hereby amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:

4

E. The prohibitions contained herein shall sunset and no longer be in force

5
6

or effect at 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 20172018.

7

Section 2. That, based upon the facts and conclusions as set forth in the

8
9

ordinance of the City Council adopted contemporaneous herewith and extending
the declaration of public emergency, the City Council finds that a public emergency

10
11
12

exists, making this ordinance effective upon passage by an affirmative vote of at
least six members of the City Council.

13
14

Passed

15

Mayor

16
17

Attest:

18
19

City Clerk

20

Approved as to form:

21
22
23

Chief Deputy City Attorney

24
25
26
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