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Introduction 

My task was to research the health implications of prostitution. I found a great deal of 
information that helped me understand the most hotly debated issues on a deeper level, 
and I’ve tried to organize that information here for you. I do not necessarily endorse all of 
the sources referenced below, but present them to you so that you may analyze them 
and draw your own conclusions.  

All in all, there are a few things I’ve read that ring true to me: 
• Prostitution is not a monolithic issue. There are many different perspectives on 

prostitution, and none are either all right or all wrong. 
• In many, many instances, prostitution can have a very detrimental effect on the 

prostitute. 
• There is very little reliable data on prostitution. 
• Current efforts to fight prostitution have not been wholly successful.   
• If you are certain that prostitution is a victimless crime, you should read 

“Challenging Men’s Demand for Prostitution in Scotland”. 
• If you are certain that making prostitution illegal is the answer, read “Redefining 

Prostitution as Sex Work on the International Agenda”. 
 
What follows is a summary of 27 separate articles that I reviewed in my research.  I 
simply pulled quotes from the articles with no editorial additions, and organized them 
(coarsely) into four categories: 1. statistical and informational (reasonably even-handed 
presentations of information); 2. anti-prostitution (basic agenda is to end prostitution 
everywhere) 3. the “johns” (focusing on the demand side of the transaction) and 4. 
decriminalizing prostitution (presuming all prostitution is not evil).  A reference for each 
article is provided, and more information on where to obtain the full text of each article 
can be provided if you contact me at citizensagainstprostitution@cityoftacoma.org.  



1. Statistics on and Health Considerations of Prostitution 
1.1 Statistics 
http://www.veronicasvoice.org/statistics.html 

A national study shows that 75% of all women used in prostitution were victims of 
incest and/or physical abuse as children. 

Most of those involved in prostitution ran away from home at an early age to 
escape their abuse, then turn to prostitution as a way of survival. 

Most prostitutes became drug or alcohol addicted on the streets and became 
more trapped in prostitution to earn money to support their habits. 
 

1.2 Prostitution in The United States - The Statistics 
http://www.bayswan.org/stats.html 
Prostitutes Education Network 

Over one million people in the U.S. have worked as prostitutes in the United 
States. 

Average prostitution arrests include 70% females, 20% percent male prostitutes 
and 10% customers. 

Whereas street prostitution accounts for between 10 to 20% of the prostitution in 
larger cities such as Los Angeles, in some smaller cities with limited indoor 
venues street prostitution may account for approximately 50%. 

Substance addiction is relatively common among street prostitutes (~ 50%), but 
rare among women who work off the street. 

U.S. DOH reports only 3-5% of the sexually transmitted disease in this country is 
related to prostitution (compared with 30-35% among teenagers). 

Violence is one of the major problems for women and prostitutes. Figures vary, 
one report citing 60% of the abuse against street prostitutes perpetrated by 
clients, 20% by police and 20% in domestic relationships. 

Some papers mistakenly report that 75% percent of call girls have attempted 
suicide, however, according to this study 76% of call girls considered (not 
attempted) suicide. 

According to Kinsey's report, 70% of adult men have engaged in prostitution at 
least once. Customers are rarely arrested more than once for prostitution and are 
infrequently jailed. 

From a report in the 1980s, average arrest, court and incarceration costs amount 
to nearly $ 2,000 per arrest. 
 

1.3 Why is prostitution illegal? 
http://www.slate.com/id/2186243/  



Emily Bazelon, March 10, 2008 

 
Why its illegal: It's base and exploitative and demeaning to sex workers; it directly 
contributes to the modern-day slave trade. 

Why it should be legal: Lots of work involves the sale of bodily services and lots 
of the work that poor women do involves bad working conditions; the real 
question is how to increase poor women's access to decent and safe work in 
general, likely to make things a little better for women who have too few options 
to begin with. It is inevitable and conditions will be better for everyone all around 
if it's regulated. 

Prostitutes get arrested about once per 450 tricks, and johns even less 
frequently. A law that isn't being enforced much may not be worth having. 

Sweden made it legal to sell sex but illegal to buy it—only the johns and the 
traffickers can be prosecuted. 
 

1.4  Not even prostitution is immune to economics of supply, demand 
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2008/dec/14/economy-affects-supply-demand-
some-special-twists/   
By Abigail Goldman, Las Vegas Sun, December 14, 2008 

On one hand, midrange prostitutes say they’re being crippled by the economy. 
On the other, high-end call girls claim they’re not feeling much pain. And the 
women charging the least reportedly are making the most these days. 

And anybody in the hospitality industry — here that illicitly includes call girls too 
— can agree that fewer men are flying in, with less money to spend. Meanwhile, 
more women reportedly are getting into the business, which creates a classic 
supply and demand squeeze. 

When the economy is bad, when people feel their mortgages closing in, they 
seek comfort: alcohol, cigarettes, gambling, pornography and perhaps 
prostitution. 

People should be wary of any numbers that claim to definitively capture any 
element of the sex-for-pay market. 

Calculating Las Vegas’ call girl economy is, at best, a guessing game. 
Academics have estimated there are anywhere from 3,000 to 3,500 indoor 
working prostitutes in Las Vegas at any given time. Imagine, however, that only a 
fraction of them, say, 1,000, are working year-round. Now imagine that each 
sees only one client a day, and charges only $300. You still have an annual 
economy of $109.5 million. 

…academics classify as the “indoor” sex trade — the vast majority of the illicit 
industry, though it’s largely invisible. “Outdoor” sex workers, the stereotypical 
streetwalkers, are only 15 percent of the prostitution world, though they represent 
85 to 90 percent of the vice arrests, according to a study by Venkatesh and 



“Freakonomics” author Steven Levitt, who found that street prostitutes in Chicago 
earn roughly $25 to $30 an hour. 
 

1.5 Substance Abuse and Prostitution 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/7143150 
Silbert MH, J Psychoactive Drugs. 1982 Jul-Sep;14(3):193-7. 

 
A study of 200 street prostitutes documented a high prevalence of alcohol and 
drug abuse in their family of origin. 

The study documented a high prevalence of substance abuse among the child 
molesters and rapists of the prostitutes. 

Correlation does not imply causality. 

 
1.6 Substance and Shadow: A History of Women and Addiction in the United 
States— 1850 to the Present 
Book by Kandall 1996 

1910s: The population of female addicts was quite heterogeneous, including 
such diverse groups as heroin-sniffing prostitutes…In addition, nurses continued 
to be mentioned as a large segment among addicts. 

1920s to 1940s: Much less attention was paid to female addicts because their 
crimes tended to be nonviolent and were regarded as less of a threat.  
Prostitution was considered a reasonable option by many female addicts 
because it was easy to get into, always needed, and produced ready cash. 

WWII to 1960s: Fisher (Fisher et al. 1971, p. 73), whose own life as an addict 
was illustrative of this association, noted that “most whores do turn to dope.”  
Addicted women tended to come from North Central States, to be African-
American rather than white, and to have engaged in prostitution. 

1980s and 1990s: Crack-smoking women were found to engage in sexual 
behaviors such as promiscuous and unprotected sex with a variety of partners, 
either in direct exchange for crack or to earn money to purchase the drug. 

Bottom line through out the history: Prostitution occupied an important place in 
the sex-drugs-crime triangle. 

 
1.7 Drug Use and Prostitution 
http://www.sexwork.com/legal/DrugUse.html 

One researcher (Goldstein) estimated that 40% to 85% of prostitutes were drug 
users. In addition, he reported that among “higher class” prostitute women, 
prostitution tended to precede substance abuse, while in “lower class” 
prostitutes, the reverse tended to be true.  



Entry into prostitution is likelier to be caused by psychological than 
socioeconomic factors. 

Just as it is a small minority of persons with histories of childhood sexual abuse 
eventually enter prostitution, so it is that only a minority of substance abusers, 
including injection drug users, engage in prostitution to support their drug habit. 

In summary, the analyses suggested that all three variables—sexual abuse, 
having run away, and drug abuse—predicted entry into prostitution. 

 
1.8 Pathways Into Prostitution Among Female Jail Detainees and Their 
Implications for Mental Health Services 
http://psychservices.psychiatryonline.org/cgi/content/full/50/12/1606 

Two distinct pathways into prostitution were identified. Running away had a 
dramatic effect on entry into prostitution in early adolescence, but little effect later 
in the life course. Childhood sexual victimization, by contrast, nearly doubled the 
odds of entry into prostitution throughout the lives of women. Although the 
prevalence of drug use was significantly higher among prostitutes than among 
nonprostitutes, drug abuse did not explain entry into prostitution.  

Running away and childhood sexual victimization provide distinct pathways into 
prostitution. The findings suggest that women wishing to leave prostitution may 
benefit from different mental health service strategies depending on which 
pathway to prostitution they experienced.  

 
1.9 An Ethnographic Approach to Understanding HIV High-Risk Behaviors: 
Prostitution and Drug Abuse  
Michele G. Shedlin, Ph.D., Sociomedical Resource Associates, Inc. 

“Prostitute” is not a homogeneous category. The better escort or call services 
recruit the younger, prettier, better educated women who are less frequently drug 
addicted (many agencies forbid drug use) and are more often working for fast 
money than to support a habit or a pimp. These women occupy a high rung in the 
hierarchy of prostitution.  Topless bars and massage parlors occupy the next 
level of this hierarchy. The girls generally obtain customers through these 
businesses, paying a percentage of their earnings to the owners, or being paid 
directly by the owners for their sexual services.  “Street girls” occupy the bottom 
rung in the hierarchy; however, the individuals on the street represent a huge 
range in age, education, ethnicity, drug involvement, and price. 

Prostitutes tend to have been sexually abused or physically abused and/or 
neglected as children. Many were throwaway children. Another common factor, 
both cause and effect of their activities, is an overwhelming lack of ego, sense of 
self-worth, and perception of any alternative way of life. 

“How does the pimp get and keep women who support him? What does he 
have?” The caricature of the tall, black, ostentatious character in a wide-brimmed 
hat and fancy car is indeed a reality of the street scene. Many pimps, however, 
are silent and low-key, black or white. They are, characteristically, excellent 



natural psychologists, able to recruit a young runaway in a bus station in less 
than 20 minutes. 

Oral sex is the most frequent service of the street prostitute and, usually, at least 
a part of the services provided by call girls. 

Prostitutes and their clients acknowledged that many johns need to degrade, 
humiliate, and otherwise control the prostitute during their sexual encounter. 

Men use prostitutes because they can be sexually gratified without having to 
invest energy in a relationship, maintain an image, or please their partner. 

In discussing a “typical” day/night of drug use and prostitution with the 
prostitutes, they themselves mentioned a number of practices as “risky". “It’s not 
just the needles,” they said, “there’s blood mixed in with the dope,” “left in the 
‘cooker’“, “blood can be in the cotton” (used to soak up drugs after cooking), “in 
the water.” 

Prostitutes and their clients know that it is transmitted by sexual contact; addicts 
know that it is transmitted through shared needles. Yet unprotected sex 
continues to be sold, and drug paraphernalia continue to be shared. There are 
many reasons for this, paramount among them being the nature of drug 
addiction. Poverty, addiction, low educational levels, a lack of self-esteem, 
hopelessness, and a lack of appropriate information and supporting services are 
also to blame. 

One way of dealing with the fear of AIDS is to deny susceptibility to risk, or even 
to refuse information. “We don’t want to be constantly reminded.” 

Condoms are more commonly used by call girls than by street girls. 
 

1.10 Prostitutes in high demand in Kosovo 
http://www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/2001/issue1/0101p73.htm  
Sergei Vinogradov, United Nations Chronicle, No 1, 2001 

 
12 young women were rescued by international troops from a nightclub at 
Slatina, near the Pristina airport. Their duties involved dispensing sexual favors, 
at 200 deutsche mark (DM) an hour, to foreign clients and wealthy Kosovars. 

"The situation these girls were in can only be described as horrendous", says 
Sandra Mitchell, Head of Human Rights at the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe's Office in Kosovo. "It's a clear-cut case of forced 
prostitution.” 

Liana (not her real name), 25, a striptease dancer at a nightclub in Pristina, used 
to work as a nurse in a children's clinic in her native Moldova, earning the 
equivalent of DM30 per month. "How could a person live on this?" she says. So 
when a friend mentioned that there was some guy recruiting prostitutes for 
Kosovo where Liana would be able to earn as much as DM4,500 per month, she 
immediately decided to go. "Since I didn't have any decent income, but still had 



some looks… Why not?" she says. Liana wants to earn at least DM10,000 and 
then go back home. Although she was married twice, she is determined to start a 
new family and have children. But so far, after two months in Kosovo, she has 
made only one fifth of that. There are no days off, no spare time. At their hut, 
almost every move is controlled by security guards. But Liana doesn't regret her 
initial decision. 

 
2. Fighting Prostitution 
2.1 Making the Harm visible 
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/mhvlegal.htm  
Donna M. Hughes, February 1999 

 
Each year, several hundred thousand women are trafficked from Eastern 
European countries for prostitution in sex industry centers all over the world. 

The sex trade is a form of contemporary slavery and all indications predict its 
growth and expansion into the 21st century. 

With no recourse, the women submit in the hope of eventually earning enough 
money to buy their way out of debt bondage or finding a way to escape. 
Women's compliance to multiple unwanted sexual acts results in trauma to the 
mind and body. Survivors of prostitution often report that each act of prostitution 
felt like a rape. 

 
2.2 Does Legalizing Prostitution Work? 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/commentary/data/000107/:pf_printable?  
Helen Mees February 3, 2009 

 
Prostitutes are Amsterdam's leading tourist attraction (followed by the coffee 
shops that sell marijuana). 

The average age of death of prostitutes is 34. 

Most men who bought sex would be deterred by the risk of public exposure.  

79 percent would be deterred if there was a chance that their families would be 
notified.  

87 percent would be deterred by the threat that the police might publish their 
photographs or names in the local newspaper. 

Most of these men showed pathological behavior towards women. One in five 
admitted to having raped a woman, while four out of five said that going to 
prostitutes was an addiction. 

Pillorying the clients is both a just punishment and an effective deterrent. 



2.3 Ten Reasons for Not Legalizing Prostitution 
http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/laws/000022.html 
Janice G. Raymond - Coalition Against Trafficking in Women International (CATW) 
March 2003 

But dignifying prostitution as work doesn't dignify the women, it simply dignifies 
the sex industry. 

It’s legal in Netherlands and Germany and they have seen an influx of foreign 
women in the industry, implying trafficking. 

Where it's been legalized, it expands dramatically. 

The author argues that legalization has not taken the criminal elements out of 
sex businesses by strict regulation of the industry has failed. 

Legalization of prostitution and decriminalization of the sex industry increases 
child prostitution. 

Legalization/decriminalization of prostitution increases the demand for 
prostitution. It boosts the motivation of men to buy women for sex in a much 
wider and more permissible range of socially acceptable settings. 

Legalization/decriminalization of prostitution does not enhance women's choice. 
Most women in prostitution did not make a rational choice to enter prostitution. 

Prostitutes, in areas where it is legal, strongly stated that prostitution should not 
be legalized and considered legitimate work, warning that legalization would 
create more risks and harm for women from already violent customer and pimps 

 
2.4 Prostitution arrests posted online 
http://news.cnet.com/2100-1023-204693.html 
Courtney Macavinta Staff Writer, CNET News October 27, 1997 

 
The Internet provides a new venue to increase public awareness and deter crime 
through, among other things, humiliation. 

This brings up old questions about how crime reports should be handled in order 
to minimize harm to those who haven't been proven guilty, while making public 
information truly accessible. 



3. The johns: Demand side of prostitution 
3.1 Victorian London – Causes of Prostitution 
The London Times - 1856 

 
In a letter to the editor an Englishwoman writes:  

I have myself been told, half pityingly, half sneeringly - that for every one 
unhappy creature (prostitute) we rescue out of the streets two will be at once 
supplied to fill up the vacancy; that this "state of things" is a necessary social evil; 

So long as the market exists the article will be supplied - tell us, therefore, what 
we are to do? The education of your sons does not rest with us. In the schools 
where boys are collected together, generally far out of the reach of pure, healthy 
female society and influence, the first thing they learn is to despise girls; and the 
second to regard the impetticoated half of the human species as destined for 
their service or their pleasure; 

 
3.2 Final Report on the Evaluation of the First Offender Prostitution Program 
Office of Research and Evaluation National Institute of Justice  
Michael Shively, Ph.D. et al, March 7, 2008 

A Comprehensive report on the effectiveness of the “john school” in San 
Francisco. 

Report found that the “john school” : Has been effective in substantially reducing 
recidivism among men arrested for soliciting prostitutes; Is cost-effective, 
operating for over 12 years at no cost to taxpayers and generating nearly $1 
million for recovery programs for providers of commercial sex; Is transferable, 
having been successfully replicated in 12 other U.S. sites and adapted in over 25 
additional domestic sites over the past decade. 

 
3.3 Prostitution and Trafficking of Women and Children: The Dynamics of Supply 
and Demand  
Delivered at the seminar “Prostitution: causes and Solutions” July 1, 2 and 3, 2004 
Donna M. Hughes Professor & Carlson Endowed Chair in Women’s Studies 
University of Rhode Island 

Prostitution and trafficking begin with the demand for victims to be used in 
prostitution. It begins when men go in search of sex that can be purchased. 

In places where buying sex acts is popular and profitable, pimps cannot recruit 
enough local women to fill up the brothels, so they have to bring in victims from 
other places. Let me give you the example of the Czech Republic. Ten to fifteen 
years ago, prostitution was rare, certainly, there wasn’t a sex industry. Now, 
according to a study by the Czech Ministry of Interior, there are over 860 brothels 
in the Czech Republic, of which 200 are in Prague. 



The solution to the problem of prostitution and sex trafficking: Confronting the 
demand for prostitution. 

There are four components that make-up the demand: 1) the men who buy 
commercial sex acts, 2) the exploiters who make up the sex industry, 3) the 
states that are destination countries, and 4) the culture that tolerates or promotes 
sexual exploitation. 

 
3.4 Challenging Men’s Demand for Prostitution in Scotland 
Jan Macleod et al, Published by Women’s Support Project, 2008 

Extensive research on the motivations of the “johns”, called “punters” in Scotland. 

Reasons for a john’s use of a prostitute: It’s uncomplicated, it’s a good way to 
have your first sex; Peer pressure - There was an atmosphere of all the lads 
egging each other on; In some instances, prostituted women were bought and 
offered to soldiers as a reward by commanding officers. 

Prostitution affects not only how men think about women, it also influences their 
actual behavior toward women, including sexual aggression against non-
prostituting women. 

The john’s fantasy is the hassle-free girlfriend who makes no demands on him 
but is prepared to satisfy his sexual needs. 

The johns justify prostitution by telling us that she’s getting rich or that she’s 
simply doing an unpleasant but necessary job like a factory worker. 

Like women who are blamed for provoking men into beating them, women who 
fail to provide the sex acts demanded by their partners are blamed for their 
partners’ turning to prostitution. 

Several men emphasized the pleasure of establishing dominance over women in 
prostitution. 

What Would Deter Men in Scotland from Buying Sex? Being added to a sex 
offender registry; Having your picture and/or name on a billboard; Having your 
picture and/or name in the local newspaper. 

 
3.5 Causes of Prostitution 
Jan Macleod, Challenging Demand conference, May 18, 2006 

At a series of training days on ‘Understanding the Harm caused through 
Prostitution’, participants from mental health, health, social work, education, 
voluntary sector, and criminal justice were asked to give their view on ‘what 
causes prostitution’.  Less than 5% of the suggested causes apply to the demand 
by johns => the focus was that prostitutes cause prostitution.  In short almost 
everyone answered a different question – not ‘what causes prostitution’, but ‘why 
do women get involved in prostitution’. The johns are invisible. 



 
3.6 Primer on the Male Demand for Prostitution 
Ilvi Jõe-Cannon, Published by Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, 2006 

Dignifying prostitution as work does not dignify the women, but rather the sex 
industry. 

A legalized system of prostitution often mandates health checks and certification 
for the women in prostitution, but not for the male buyers. Male buyers can and 
do transmit disease to the women they buy. 

Studies show that most women in prostitution did not choose prostitution among 
a range of options. It would be more accurate to say that a prostituted woman 
complies with the extremely limited options available to her. 

Studies and interviews with women in prostitution show that they oppose 
legalization. 

The sex of prostitution, and the violence that is endemic to it, has short and long 
term consequences for the health of the women. 

However, the male demand for the sex of prostitution is the most immediate 
cause of the expansion of the sex industry. 

Myths that surround the perpetrators of prostitution rationalize or excuse male 
behavior: “They are basically decent men looking for a bit of harmless fun;” “It’s 
the inevitable result of natural male instincts;” “Prostitution protects ‘good’ women 
against rape;” “Men need to release tension;” “Male biology is different from 
female biology and requires multiple women for sexual satisfaction;” “It’s a way of 
initiating boys and men into sexual activity;” and “Men are giving these women 
the means to make a living.” 

In Sweden one out of eight men uses prostitution. In Italy, one out of six men 
uses prostitution. 18% of German men regularly pay for sex. 

 
3.7 Prostitution on Demand 
JANICE G. RAYMOND, Published by Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, 2004 

Legalization amounts to sanctioning most aspects of the sex industry, including 
pimps who are reconstructed as prostitution businessmen and legitimate sexual 
entrepreneurs. 

However, validating prostitution as work dignifies the sex industry and the male 
consumers, not the women in it. 

The Swedish Law That Prohibits the Purchase of Sexual Services is a more 
exact elucidation of the demand, naming the demand as the men who use and 
abuse women in prostitution. 

A prostitution market without male consumers would go broke. 



A 1997 study in the United Kingdom estimated that 10% of London’s male 
population buys women for sex. 

Men who buy women in prostitution come from all nationalities, races, and walks 
of life. 

Men from U.S. military bases were frequently mentioned as buyers in the U.S. 
study. 

U.S. study noted 70% to 90 % of the johns were married men.  

These reports indicate that the main users of women in prostitution are regular 
men who are in regular marriages, study in regular educational programs, and 
have regular jobs, some of whom are entrusted with upholding the very laws that 
they violate. 

In the cheaper venues, some women had to have sex with 20 to 30 men per day. 

“Once in prostitution a woman realizes that she has no control over the choice of 
client, the pace or price of work, or the nature of the sexual activity. She is the 
shared property of any male who can pay a price for sex and for her body.” 

One woman summed it up by stating that the most important thing was to say 
you enjoyed whatever the customer requested that you do. 

A significant portion of the women (international women 29%, U.S. women 45%) 
reported that men became abusive if women tried to insist that they use 
condoms. 

Health checks and screening women for sexually transmitted infections have 
been themes in the public health approach to prostitution. The unexpressed goal 
in this approach, and in the public health literature in general, has been 
screening of the women for the protection of the male buyers and the general 
public. Few researchers question whether the male buyers are screened for 
protection of the women, not only for  disease but also for protection of the 
women from abuse. 

Trafficked and prostituted women in the sex industry suffer the same kinds of 
violence and sexual exploitation as women who have been battered, raped, and 
sexually assaulted. The difference is that when women are subjected to this 
same kind of violence and sexual exploitation in prostitution, it is viewed as sex 
and often tolerated as part of the so-called job. 



4. Decriminalize Prostitution 
4.1 Redefining Prostitution as Sex Work on the International Agenda 
http://www.walnet.org/csis/papers/redefining.html 
Jo Bindman, Anti-Slavery International, 1997 

The research reveals that rather than facing conditions of slavery, most men and 
women working as prostitutes are subjected to abuses which are similar in nature 
to those experienced by others working in low status jobs in the informal sector.  

However, the marginal position of sex workers in society excludes them from the 
international, national and customary protection afforded to others as citizens, 
workers or women. Their vulnerability to human and labor rights violations is 
greater than that of others because of the stigma and criminal charges widely 
attached to sex work. 

The report recommends that all national legislation which, in intent or in practice, 
results in the placing of sex workers outside the scope of the rule of law, should 
be repealed. 

The Abolitionist approach declares that the institution of prostitution itself 
constitutes a violation of human rights, akin to the institution of slavery. As such, 
no person, even an adult, is believed to be able to give genuine consent to 
engaging in prostitution. 

The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, an Abolitionist group, declared that 
"to be a prostitute was to be unconditionally sexually available to any male who 
bought the right to use a woman's body in whatever manner he chose". The 
words "unconditionally" and "in whatever manner he chose" imply the rights of 
ownership which have been a part of the international definition of slavery since 
the League of Nations Slavery Convention of 1926. This represents a 
fundamental misconception about what constitutes slavery and what prostitution. 

Where an individual's ability to negotiate is constrained by another person; where 
another person has the power to decide which or how many clients she will 
service, and what services may be performed, or the consent of the individual is 
overridden in any direction, then indeed we find slavery. 

 
4.2 Asian prostitutes meet to demand legal status 
http://www.walnet.org/csis/news/world_98/reuters-980329.html  
Rupam Banerjee, REUTER, March 29, 1998 

 
The prostitutes came in processions to the conference and they demanded 
legalization for prostitution and proper legal status for sex workers as well as 
better working conditions to help prevent the spread of AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

"Morality is an individual issue and people who live in glass houses should not 
throw stones at others," she said. 



"What we need to do now is to get them (prostitutes) a pro-right approach, a 
trade union and a regulatory body," she said. 

 
4.3 Under consideration: Tax brothels, consider legalizing prostitution in Las 
Vegas 
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/jan/22/senators-ideas-impose-tax-
brothels-make-prostituti/  
David McGrath Schwartz, Las Vegas Sun, Thursday, Jan. 22, 2009 

 
State Sen. Bob Coffin said Tuesday he would be willing to grant a hearing on 
proposals to legalize and regulate prostitution in Las Vegas. 

Only “the most naive person on the planet would believe there’s no prostitution 
going on in the urban areas,” Coffin said. “It’s going on now unregulated and 
unsafe.” 

 
4.4 The Legalization of Prostitution 
http://www.fff.org/freedom/0998d.asp  
James Bovard, September 1998 

The study focuses on sixteen of the nation's largest cities, in which only 28% of 
reported violent crimes result in arrest. On average, police in these cities made 
as many arrests for prostitution as for all violent offenses. 

As long as people have both money and sexual frustration, some people will 
continue paying other people to gratify their desires.  

The issue is not whether prostitution is immoral, but whether police suppression 
of prostitution will make society a safer place when police efforts are diverted 
from murder and robbery to prostitution. 

 
4.5 A Rebuttal of Janice Raymond on Decriminalizing Prostitution  
http://www.bayswan.org/stats.html 
Tracy Ryan, Arresting Prostitutes is Legal Exploitation 

Prostitution in and of itself doesn’t cause harm. 

My objections to Raymond is her reliance on questionable statistics and studies, 
most of which were done by anti-prostitution advocacy groups.   

CATW believe that prostitution in all cases and in all times is universally harmful. 
Therefore they ignore any arguments or evidence to the contrary. 

CATW wants you to believe that any party other than the prostitute who profits 
from her endeavors is an evil exploiter.  This stems from their moral absolutist 
position not from reason, logic, or investigative analysis. 



Raymond wishes to establish that all immigrant women working as prostitutes 
are victims of slavery and abuse. 

If one accepts the radical views of Raymond then stopping at the suppression of 
prostitution, stripping, and pornography, won’t be enough. They must also 
legislate against women who show too much cleavage, wear too short a skirt, or 
use a thong bikini. 

Apparently many prostitutes when interviewed answer that they would choose to 
do something else if that choice were available.  No kidding! Deducing from this 
that people are forced to work in prostitution is not logical. 

 
4.6 Policy not to arrest prostitutes first in Canada 
http://www.walnet.org/csis/news/vancouver_97/vansun-970218.html 
Kim Pemberton, VANCOUVER SUN, February 18, 1997 

A decision announced by police last week not to charge prostitutes makes 
Vancouver the only major city in Canada with such a policy.  

The change shows officers now recognize sex trade workers are actually victims 
and police resources are better spent pursuing johns and pimps.  

A study shows charging sex workers isn't much of a deterrent. However, the 
same wasn't true of their customers. Only 2% of the johns repeated the offence. 
However, the recidivism rate for prostitutes was approximately 80 per cent. 

 


