


HisTorRIC PRESERVATION PLAN

CHAPTER 3

PRocraM GOALS

Realizing the community’s vision for historic preservation in Tacoma requires the
coordinated participation of many individuals and organizations.

This chapter describes a series of goals,
policies and actions that will help to
achieve the vision for historic preservation
in Tacoma. They are organized around
the six preservation program compo-
nents described in Chapter 2 and are pre-
sented in a hierarchical structure. At the
highest level, goals statements indicate
desired future conditions. For each goal,
a series of policies indicate the general
course of action and provide guidelines
for decision making. Finally, actions are
presented under each policy statement,
which describe specific steps to take to
meet the policy.

PriorITY OF THE GOALS, POLICIES AND ACTIONS

The sequence of goals, policies and actions presented in this chap-
ter does not convey their relative importance or priority. However,
the highest priority actions for each program component are high-
lighted in a sidebar at the beginning of each section. Priorities and
timing for all actions appear later in Chapter 4. It is important to
recognize that many actions are long range in nature and that some

must be completed in a chronological sequence.
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CHAPTER 3: GoALs, PolLiciEs AND ACTIONS

The history of the Tacoma area and its residents serves as the foundation
of the City’s identity.
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OvEeraLL GoALs, PoLiciES AND ACTIONS

Historic preservation should be an integral part of planning for Tacoma’s future. The overall goals, poli-
cies and actions described below foster a citywide commitment to historic preservation.

GoalL: A LivasLE COMMUNITY
WITH A STRONG SENSE OF HisTORY

The history of the Tacoma area and its residents

serves as the foundation of the City’s identity into

the 21st century. Innovative Historic Preservation

and Cultural Resource Management policies and procedures should
build upon this identity by protecting cultural resources, contributing
to the long range planning process, providing economic develop-
ment opportunities, promoting heritage tourism, encouraging citizen
involvement in the city’s history, and, overall, fostering civic pride.

Policy HP-1
Preserve archaeological resources as part of Tacoma’s
rich history.

Tacoma has numerous archaeological resources of cultural, ethno-
historical and scientific importance. This record is conveyed in traces
of the earliest native settlements. Material from early European set-
tlement and the development of the port and railroad system are
also important parts of the community’s archaeological heritage.

Action HP-1A
Preserve and protect identified archaeological resources.

Archaeological artifacts, features, and sites should be documented
and preserved whenever feasible. Where new development does
not allow for preservation of archaeological resources, they should
be carefully documented according to federal, state and local stan-
dards and regulations.

Action HP-1B

Identify and then maintain up-to-date information on
potentially sensitive archaeological areas.

Information on potentially sensitive archaeological areas should be
maintained to support preservation efforts. Access to such informa-
tion should, however, be controlled to reduce the risk of vandal-
ism. Efforts to predict the most likely locations for archaeological
resources should also continue as summarized in Predictive Model
on page 3-4.
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Special care is needed to ensure that
on-site archaeological resources are
preserved when sites are redeveloped.

Key OVERALL ACTIONS

+ Action HP-1A
Preserve and protect identified
archaeological resources.

+ Action HP-3A
Provide tools to encourage
cooperation between advocates
for historic preservation and
sustainability.

+ Action HP-3B
Provide information about the
environmental benefits of pres-
ervation of existing buildings as
part of the citywide sustainability
program.

+ Action HP-4A
Update preservation design
guidelines with solutions for the
compatible application of sus-
tainable technologies to historic
buildings.

+ Action HP-5A
Tailor energy efficiency stan-
dards to fit historic resources.

+ Action HP-8A
Explore alternative tools for heri-
tage conservation that maintain
neighborhood character.

+ Action HP-12A
Implement a program for public
action when a highly valued
historic property is threatened.

3-3



CHAPTER 3: GoALs, PolLiciEs AND ACTIONS

GoAL: A LivaBLe CoMMUNITY
WitH A STRONG SENSE OF
HisToRY (Continuep)

PREDICTIVE MODEL

A project is currently underway
to create a predictive model to
indicate the most likely locations
for archaeological resources in
Tacoma. The results will help
determine where to concentrate
further archaeological research
and where special care should be
taken when new construction or
redevelopment occurs.
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Action HP-1C

Develop systematic citywide procedures for identifying
and addressing potential impacts to archaeological
resources.

The City should work closely with the Puyallup Tribe on pro-
cedures for addressing potential impacts to archaeological
resources associated with Native American settlement. The Tribe
is a primary source for information on the significance, meaning
and purpose of Native resources and should be consulted when-
ever such resources are discovered or may be impacted.

Action HP-1D

Develop special procedures for groundwork in areas
where there is a high likelihood of archaeological
resources being present.

In areas where there is a high likelihood of archaeological
resources being present, special care is needed to ensure that
such resources are properly preserved and documented so that
they are not unnecessarily damaged.
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