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ACCESSION POLICY 
 

 
PURPOSE 
 
TO ESTABLISH AN ORDERLY AND CONSISTENT PROCESS FOR REVIEWING ARTWORK FOR ACCEPTANCE INTO THE 
MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION, ENSURING THAT THE COLLECTION IS COMPRISED OF ARTWORK OF THE HIGHEST 
QUALITY. 
 
 
DEFINITION 
 
ACCESSION IS TO ACCEPT ARTWORK IN TO THE MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION. 
 

  
POLICY 
 
1. ACCESSION PROCEDURES INSURE THAT THE INTERESTS OF ALL CONCERNED PARTIES ARE REPRESENTED INCLUDING 

THE TACOMA ARTS COMMISSION, THE PUBLIC, THE ARTIST, THE ARTS COMMUNITY AND THE CITY OF TACOMA. 
 
2. ACCESSIONED ARTWORK SHALL BE OF DISTINCTIVE ARTISTIC MERIT AND AESTHETIC QUALITY AND WILL ENHANCE 

THE DIVERSITY OF THE MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION. 
 
3. ACCESSIONED ARTWORK SHALL BE APPROPRIATE IN AND FOR ITS SITE, SCALE, MATERIAL, FORM, AND CONTENT FOR 

BOTH ITS IMMEDIATE AND GENERAL SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT. 
 
4. ACCESSIONED ARTWORK SHALL BE REASONABLY DURABLE AGAINST THEFT, VANDALISM, WEATHER, AND EXCESSIVE 

MAINTENANCE COSTS. 
 

5. ACCESSION IMPLIES THE RESPONSIBILITY TO PRESERVE, PROTECT, AND DISPLAY THE ARTWORK FOR PUBLIC BENEFIT. 
 

6. ACCESSION IMPLIES A WORK’S PERMANENCY WITHIN THE MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION, PROVIDING THAT THE 
WORK RETAINS ITS PHYSICAL INTEGRITY, IDENTITY, AND AUTHENTICITY. 

 
7. ACCESSIONED ARTWORK WILL BE ACQUIRED WITHOUT RESTRICTIONS AS TO ITS FUTURE USE AND DISPOSITION 

EXCEPT WITH RESPECT TO COPYRIGHTS AND CERTAIN CLEARLY DEFINED RESIDUAL RIGHTS CONTAINED IN 
CONTRACTS WITH ARTISTS. 

 
8. ARTWORK WILL BE ACCESSIONED INTO THE CITY OF TACOMA’S MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION ONLY UPON 

COMPLETION OF ALL FACETS OF THE COMMISSIONING OR PURCHASING CONTRACT. 
 
9. EACH ACCESSIONED WORK INTO THE MUNICIPAL ART COLLECTION WILL BE DOCUMENTED TO THE FULLEST 

EXTENT POSSIBLE, INCLUDING ARTIST’S LAST KNOWN ADDRESS AND, WHEN AVAILABLE, PHOTOGRAPHS. 
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10. THE ARTIST’S SIGNED CONTRACT TRANSFERRING TITLE FOR THE ARTWORK AND CLEARLY DEFINING THE RIGHTS 

AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL PARTIES WILL ACCOMPANY EVERY ACCESSIONED WORK AND SHALL BE IN THE 
DOCUMENTED RECORDS OF THE WORK.  THE ARTIST’S COPYRIGHTS WILL BE MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE VISUAL ARTISTS RIGHTS ACT OF 1990. 

 
11. IN THE CASE OF INTERAGENCY OR INTERLOCAL AGREEMENTS, A COPY OF THE AGREEMENT AND SIGNATURES OF 

ALL PARTIES WILL BE KEPT IN THE COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT OFFICE. 
 
12. ACCESSION RESULTS FROM PROJECTS AND PURCHASES GENERATED AS PART OF THE MUNICIPAL ART PROGRAM, 

EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF DONATIONS, WHICH WILL BE REVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY OF TACOMA 
ARTS COMMISSION POLICY ON GIFTS AND, IF ACCEPTED, WILL BE ACCESSED PURSUANT TO THIS ACCESSION 
POLICY. 

 
 


