
CITY OF TACOMA 
URBAN FOREST MANUAL 

VOLUME 3: REQUIRED LANDSCAPING THROUGH DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document last updated on October 13, 2020 

 
© City of Tacoma 

Planning and Development Services/Environmental Services 
747 Market Street, 3rd Floor 

Tacoma WA 98402 



Notice: 
This manual was developed and written by the Environmental Services Department, Science and 
Engineering staff. 
 

© Copyright 2014 City of Tacoma 
 
All rights reserved.  This Manual is intended for use by development and redevelopment project 
proponents, planners and developers, and by the City of Tacoma employees and their designees.  Any 
unauthorized use or distribution of this manual or dispersal of its contents is prohibited.  This manual may 
not be reproduced in whole or in part without the written permission from the City of Tacoma 
Environmental Services Department. 



 

CONTENTS 
INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................. 1 

INTENT .............................................................................................................................. 1 

DETERMINING LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS ...................................................................... 2 

CHAPTER 1 LANDSCAPING APPLICABILITY AND TYPES ............................................................... 3 

CHAPTER 2 LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS .............................................................................. 4 

2.1 LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS WORKSHEETS ......................................................... 4 

2.2 OVERALL SITE LANDSCAPING ................................................................................. 4 

2.3 SITE PERIMETER LANDSCAPING .............................................................................. 5 

2.4 LANDSCAPING BUFFERS ......................................................................................... 6 

2.5 STREET TREES ...................................................................................................... 6 

2.6 PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING .................................................................................. 7 

2.7 X DISTRICT FRONT YARD AND FOUNDATION LANDSCAPING ...................................... 9 

CHAPTER 3 CREDITS AND FLEXIBILITY ....................................................................................10 

3.1 TREE RETENTION ................................................................................................ 10 

3.2 EVERGREEN TREES ............................................................................................. 10 

3.3 LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT TECHNIQUES ............................................................ 11 

3.4 IN-LIEU FEES ....................................................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER 4 GENERAL LANDSCAPING STANDARDS ...................................................................12 

4.1 ALL PLANT STOCK ............................................................................................... 12 

4.2 TREES ................................................................................................................ 12 

4.3 SHRUBS .............................................................................................................. 18 

4.4 GROUNDCOVER ................................................................................................... 19 

CHAPTER 5 LANDSCAPE PLANS ..............................................................................................22 

CHAPTER 6 LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT PLANS (LMPS)............................................................23 

6.1 IRRIGATION OPTION(S) SELECTION AND MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE ......................... 23 

CHAPTER 7 TREE PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION .........................................................25 

7.1 TREE PROTECTION AREAS ................................................................................... 25 

7.2 TREE PROTECTION PLANS ................................................................................... 26 

7.3 ALTERNATIVE TREE PROTECTION PLANS............................................................... 26 

7.4 TREE PROTECTION FENCING ................................................................................ 27 

7.5 WORKING IN THE TREE PROTECTION ZONE – PROTECTIVE MEASURES ................... 28 

7.6 WORKING IN THE TREE PROTECTION ZONE – TRENCHING/EXCAVATION .................. 29 

7.7 CRITICAL ROOT ZONE – PROHIBITED CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES ........................... 30 

7.8 POST-CONSTRUCTION TREE MONITORING ............................................................ 31 

GLOSSARY ...................................................................................................................... 32 

 



 

STANDARD PLANS 

LS-01 STREET TREE PLANTING 

LS-02 STREET TREE CLEARANCE 

LS-03 TREE WELL DIMENSIONS 

LS-04 TREE AND SHRUB PLANTING ON SLOPES 
LS-05 SHRUB PLANTING 
LS-06 GROUNDCOVER PLANTING 
LS-07 MEDIAN PLANTING (TO BE DEVELOPED) 
LS-08 TREE PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION 
LS-09 TREE PROTECTION FENCING 
LS-10 TREE PROTECTION FENCING FOR TREES IN PAVED AREAS 
LS-11 REUSABLE TREE PROTECTION FENCING FOR PAVED AREAS 
LS-12 SOIL AMENDMENT AND DEPTH 

 

APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1 LANDSCAPING CALCULATIONS WORKSHEET 

APPENDIX 2 SAMPLE LANDSCAPING PLAN 

APPENDIX 3 LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT PLAN (LMP) TEMPLATE 

APPENDIX 4 SAMPLE TREE PROTECTION PLAN AND SAMPLE ARBORIST REPORT 

APPENDIX 5 TREE PROTECTION ZONE SIGN – GENERAL 

APPENDIX 6 TREE PROTECTION ZONE SIGN – FOR TREES IN PAVED AREAS 

APPENDIX 7 APPROVED TREE LISTS 

Appendix 7a - Prohibited Tree List 

Appendix 7b - Approved Small Tree List 

Appendix 7c - Approved Medium Tree List 

Appendix 7d - Approved Large Tree List 

 


