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TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  

NOMINATION FORM 
 
This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.   
 
PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017 

Property Name 

Historic 
Name 

Hotel Hesperides Common 
Name 

Titlow Lodge 

    

Location 

Street Address 8425 6th Ave Zip 98465 

Parcel No(s). 0220041019  Legal Description and Plat or Addition:  Section 04 Township 20 Range 02 Quarter 14 (TITLOW PARK) 
S 19.9 ACS OF LOT 1 & LOT 2 EXC SIXTH AVE EXC THAT POR LY E OF SIXTH AVE EXC 4.81 ACS NPRR 
R/W ALSO COM AT INTER WLY LI N P R/W & NLY LINE SIXTH AVE EXT TH NLY 170 FT TO POB TH N 
60 DEG 18 MIN W 100 FT M/L TO ML PUGET SOUND TH NELY 540 FT M/L TO INTER W LI N P R/W TH S 
TO POB ALSO THAT POR OF N 1/2 OF WM WILTON DLC LY N & WLY OF SIXTH AVE EXT & ELY OF N 
P R/W LESS THAT POR BEG AT INTER N LI WILTON WW & ML TH ELY ALG SD NLY BDRY SD WW 
PROD 500 FT TH SWLY AT R/A 100 FT TH NWLY AT R/A 500 FT TO INTER SD ML TH NELY ALG SD ML 
100 FT M/L TO BEG ALSO LESS THAT POR COM AT INTER OF 6TH AVE & WALTERS RD TH ELY ALG 
C/L OF SD 6TH AVE EXT 408.53 FT TH NLY AT R/A 116 FT TO POB TH CONT NLY 50 FT TH ELY AT R/A 
50 FT TH SLY AT R/A 50 FT TH WLY AT R/A 50 FT TO POB ALSO BEG AT NW COR OF WILTON DLC TH 
ON N LI OF SD DLC S 86 DEG 49 MIN 15 SEC E 220 FT M/L TO WLY LI OF NPRR R/W TH SLY ALG SD 
R/W TO ELY LI OF B 131 TACOMA TIDELANDS TH N 45 DEG 41 MIN 51 SEC W 165 FT TH N 19 DEG 30 
MIN 32 SEC W 193.3 FT TO POB ALSO S 347 FT M/L OF B 131 TACOMA TIDELANDS MEAS ON N LI OF 
WILTON W W LESS NPRR R/W INCL PART OF N 1/2 OF VAC WILTON W W APPROVED COMB BY CY OF 
TAC BLUS DEPT 12/10/09 COMB OF 1-001, 4-030, 4-037, 4-050, 4-051, 4-054, 4-085 & 895000-345-0 SEG 2010-
0398 JU 3/9/10JU 

 

Nominated Elements 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box (es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 
 

x  Principal Structure  Site 
X  Historic Additions  Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

 Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings  Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 
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Owner of Property 

Name Metropolitan Park District of Tacoma 

Address 4702 S 19th Street City Tacoma State WA Zip 98405 

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted. 

 

 

Yes 
X
 No  

Owner Signature, if possible: 

 

    

Form Preparer 

Name/Title Melissa McGinnis, 
Historic and Cultural 
Resource Administrator 

Company/Organization Metropolitan Park District of 
Tacoma 

Address 4702 S 19th Street City Tacoma State WA Zip 98405 

Phone 253-305-1003 Email melissam@tacomaparks.com 
 

Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
 $100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer)  Continuation Sheets 

 
X  Site Map (REQUIRED) X

 Historical Plans 

X  Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index  Other (please indicate):       FOR OFFICE USE 

X  
Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company 

 
Date Received _____________ 

Fee Paid _____________ 
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Narrative (continued) 

 
 

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Extent of Changes 
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form. 
 

 Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes  No 

X 
Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 
fixtures) Yes X No 

X 

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes X No  Other elements Yes  No  

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes X No     
     

Physical Description Narrative 
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site 
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary). 

Overview 
Titlow Lodge is a 1 ½-story-over-raised-basement, wood-frame, modified Swiss Chalet-style building that is 
rectangular in plan. It sits on a concrete foundation and is capped by a gable roof with asphalt shingles and two small 
dormers that face west. At the first floor, shed roofs with asphalt shingles cover porches on the building’s north and 
south façades, and the north porch wraps around the building’s west façade. The exterior walls are finished in 
clapboard siding, and carved wood details can be seen throughout the building’s exterior. These include brackets 
below the main roof’s gable ends, at the porches, and below window hoods; notched porch posts and beams; rafter 
tails; window trim; and guardrails. Parts of the foundation walls are exposed on the building’s east and west sides. 
Vertical wood boards with decorative notches form a skirt around portions of the building’s perimeter at the ground 
level below the porches, exterior stairs, and accessibility ramp near the building’s southeast corner. 
 
Built in 1911 by Tacoma attorney Aaron Titlow as the 3 ½ story Hotel Hesperides, the building was extensively altered 
inside and out in 1938 as part of a Works Progress Administration project in Titlow Park. The top two and a half floors 
containing the hotel rooms were removed. A smaller, modified second floor was built and roofed. The remaining first 
floor has served as a public gathering space and community center for Tacoma ever since. 
 
Hotel Hesperides was renamed Titlow Lodge when the property was purchased by the Metropolitan Park District of 
Tacoma from the estate of Aaron Titlow in 1928.  Titlow Lodge is set among numerous mature trees in a grassy area 
at the southern end of the 75-acre Titlow Park. Other features of the park include beachfront on Puget Sound, an 
estuary lagoon, tennis and basketball courts, playing fields, water park, playground, hiking trails and picnic shelters.  
 
Titlow Lodge is located in Tacoma’s West End neighborhood, known for its extensive waterfront and stunning views of 
Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains. The quiet suburban neighborhood is populated primarily with mid- and 
late-20th-century residences. Buildings in the immediate vicinity include single-family residences and apartment 
buildings, and several commercial buildings are located near the southwest corner of Titlow Park. 
 
Original 1911 Design: 
 
Designed by Tacoma architect Frederick Heath, Hotel Hesperides was a 3 ½ story Swiss Chalet style building with a 
raised basement. The following description of the original design is based on copies of Heath’s blueprints and historic 
photographs of the hotel prior to its 1938 remodel.  
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The raised concrete basement had windows along the east wall, two brick fireplaces and provided space for a billiard 
room, barber shop, and men’s smoking lounge. In addition there was a 32’ x 16’ rectangular furnace room abutting 
the east side of the basement.  
 
The first floor of the hotel contained a large lobby in the southwest corner with a fireplace at the north end and a 
ladies’ parlor with a fireplace in the southeast corner. A smaller ladies parlor, lavatory and office were also located on 
the east side of the first floor. The north end of the first floor was set aside for the main dining room as well as two 
private dining areas, one with a fireplace (chimney shared with fireplace in the lobby). At the north end of the main 
dining room was an alcove with tiled floor called the “fernery”. The detached kitchen was located to the east of the 
main building and sat atop the rectangular furnace room for the basement. A door on the east side of the building 
provided access to the hotel from the kitchen. Five multi-light, glazed wood French doors along the west side opened 
onto a spacious wooden porch. Two multi-light, glazed wood French doors along north side of the building opened 
onto a pergola. Steps leading up to a covered porch on the south provided the main entrance to the building. On the 
south side, the entry doors were flanked by identical wood-sash window assemblies with wood trim and carved wood 
lintels. Each window assembly was composed of a central fixed window with a multi-light, fixed transom flanked by a 
pair of single-hung windows and single-light, fixed transoms. Similar windows were also located in the northeast 
corner and northwest corner of the dining room. 
 
The second floor was reached by a stairwell on the east side of the building. Ten guest rooms and five bathrooms 
were located on this floor as well as a linen closet, housekeeper supply room and lavatory. Each bathroom was shared 
by two guest rooms. The window assemblies for each room were composed of a central fixed window with a multi-
light, fixed transom flanked by a pair of single-hung windows with lamb’s tongues and single-light, fixed transoms. A 
full balcony ran along the north and south sides of the building with multi-light glazed wood French doors opening out 
from a central hallway. A single balcony was also located on the west side with French doors opening out from the 
two center rooms. On the east side a full balcony ran the length of the building adjoining a pergola over the first floor 
kitchen. Two chimneys were visible on the exterior of the east side of the building; one from the ladies parlor on the 
first floor and the second coming from the furnace room adjacent to the basement. The exterior walls were finished 
in clapboard siding. 
 
The third floor was not part of Frederick Heath’s original design. Blueprints illustrate that he originally planned for 
only a 2 ½ story building. Based on photographic evidence of the exterior of the building, it appears that the third 
floor was almost identical to the second floor with the exception of the balconies on the west side of the hotel. On 
the second floor the west side balcony is only accessible from the center rooms. On the third floor, the west side has 
two balconies. One for the room on the south end and one for the room on the north end. The center room has no 
balcony on the third floor. It may be assumed that the internal layout of the third floor is similar if not identical to the 
second floor.  
 
The top floor of the hotel contained two additional guest rooms with a shared bath  and a balcony on the south end 
accessed by the southernmost room as well as four servant’s rooms sharing one bath and a housekeeper’s room on 
the north end with a private bath and French doors opening out onto a balcony. The gabled roof included three 
triangular-shaped dormer windows on each side with smaller rectangular-shaped dormer windows spaced between 
the larger triangle-shaped windows. On east side, the chimney from the first floor ladies parlor extends through the 
shingled roof whereas the chimney from the furnace room is adjacent to the roof. On the west side, the chimney from 
the private dining room and main lobby on the first floor extends through the roof.  
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Existing Condition 
 
Exterior: Primary (South) Façade 
On the south façade, the raised basement is obscured behind vertical wood boards with decorative notches that form 
a skirt below the first floor deck. The wood plank deck is accessed from the south by a central wood staircase and 
from the east by a ramp with composite decking. The staircase and deck feature wood handrails and carved vertical 
boards that form balusters. The deck is covered by a porch with a wood ceiling that is supported by wood posts. The 
porch is capped by a shed roof clad in asphalt shingles. 
 
The first floor is composed of three structural bays. The center bay contains a pair of multi-light, metal doors with 
wood trim and a carved wood lintel. The entry is flanked by identical wood-sash window assemblies with wood trim 
and carved wood lintels. Each window assembly is composed of a central fixed window with a multi-light, fixed 
transom flanked by a pair of single-hung windows with lamb’s tongues and single-light, fixed transoms. 
 
The second floor features six single-hung, wood-sash windows with lamb’s tongues. The windows are arranged in 
groups of three with wood trim and carved wood lintels. They are set between two carved wood brackets, and a third 
bracket is located above the windows at the apex of the gable.  
 
Exterior: East Façade  
A secondary entry is located near the center of the east façade at the ground level, and it is marked by a shed roof 
clad in asphalt shingles and supported by carved wood brackets. Below the roof structure is a multi-light, metal door 
with multi-light, fixed sidelights. Immediately north of the entry is a concrete drinking fountain embedded with river 
rocks and engraved with the letters “WPA.” South of the entry at the ground level is an accessibility ramp constructed 
of wood posts, handrails, and carved vertical boards that form balusters and a skirt below the ramp. The deck of the 
ramp is composite decking. The ramp provides access to the first-floor porch on the building’s south façade (described 
above). North of the entry at ground level, the concrete wall of the raised foundation is visible. At the northern end of 
the east façade, wood stairs with composite treads provide access to the first-floor porch on the building’s north 
façade (described below). 
 
The first floor is clad in horizontal wood siding and is composed of 11 structural bays delineated by vertical wood 
framing. The bays are numbered from south to north. The first (southernmost) bay contains a carved wood opening 
that leads to a covered porch on the building’s south façade (described above). The second bay contains a group of 
three single-hung, wood-sash windows with lamb’s tongues; multi-light, fixed transoms; and wood trim. The windows 
are set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The third bay contains what remains of a brick chimney below the 
roofline. The fourth bay contains a group of windows identical to the second bay. The fifth bay contains a pair of 
single-hung, wood-sash windows with wood trim below the roofline. The sixth bay contains a group of three single-
hung, wood-sash windows with lamb’s tongues below one multi-light, fixed transom. The group of windows is set 
beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The seventh bay is a blank expanse of wall. The eighth bay contains a 
group of windows identical to the sixth bay. The ninth bay contains a fixed window below a multi-light, fixed transom 
with wood trim. The window is set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The tenth bay contains a central fixed 
window with a multi-light, fixed transom flanked by a pair of single-hung windows with lamb’s tongues and multi-
light, fixed transoms. The windows are set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The eleventh (northernmost) 
bay contains a roofed porch on the building’s north façade (described below). 
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Exterior: North Façade  
On the north façade, the raised basement is obscured behind vertical wood boards with decorative notches that form 
a skirt below the first floor deck. The wood plank deck is accessed from the east by a wood staircase with composite 
treads. The staircase and deck feature wood handrails and carved vertical boards that form balusters. The deck is 
covered by a porch constructed of notched wood rafters, beams, and posts. Carved wood brackets are attached to 
the posts and beams. The porch is capped by a shed roof clad in asphalt shingles. 
 
The first floor is composed of three structural bays. The outer bays each contain a pair of multi-light, wood doors with 
wood trim, set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The center bay contains a projecting box with a three-
sided, 90-degree bay window. The front of the bay window features three multi-light, fixed windows, each with a 
multi-light, fixed transom; the two sides of the bay window each feature one window with a transom. 
 
The second floor features a pair of multi-light, glazed wood doors with wood trim, set beneath a wood hood and 
carved brackets. The doors are centered below the apex of the gable. Five carved wood brackets are located below 
the roofline. 
 
Exterior: West Façade  
On the west façade, the raised basement is obscured behind vertical wood boards with decorative notches that form 
a skirt below the first floor verandah. The porch is accessed from a double staircase located near the center of the 
west façade. Both the porch and the treads of the stairs are constructed of composite decking. The staircase and 
porch feature wood handrails and carved vertical boards that form balusters. South of the verandah, the concrete 
wall of the raised foundation is visible. 
 
The first floor is clad in horizontal wood siding and is composed of 11 structural bays delineated by vertical wood 
framing. The bays are numbered from north to south. The first (northernmost) bay contains a roofed porch on the 
building’s north façade (described above). The second, fourth, and fifth bays each contain a pair of multi-light, glazed 
wood doors set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The third bay contains a central fixed window with a 
multi-light, fixed transom flanked by a pair of single-hung windows with lamb’s tongues and multi-light, fixed 
transoms. The windows are set beneath a wood hood and carved brackets. The sixth, seventh, ninth, and tenth bays 
each contain a fixed window below a multi-light, fixed transom. The windows are set beneath wood hoods and carved 
brackets. The eighth bay contains a shed roof clad in asphalt shingles and supported by carved wood brackets. Below 
the roof structure is a multi-light, metal door and a single-hung, wood-sash window with lamb’s tongues. 
At the second floor, there are two aluminum-sash slider windows above the seventh and eighth bays. 
 
Interior: Basement 

1. Stairwell and landing. 
The basement is accessed by a central staircase (described below). From the ground level, a multi-light, wood door 
provides access to the stairs that lead down to the basement. The stairs are wood with a wood handrail. At the 
bottom of the stairs is a small landing with two flush wood doors leading to rooms on the north and south. 
 

2. Front room 
The southern part of the basement is occupied by a large space with concrete floor and walls that was originally used 
as the men’s smoking lounge. Four concrete piers with timber posts support the framing of the first floor above. 
Former window openings with wood trim on the south and west walls have been filled in; several wood-sash windows 
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remain in place. On the east wall is a brick fireplace, and the firebox opening has been filled with brick. In front of the 
fireplace, a low concrete platform has been constructed to support mechanical equipment. A second, larger brick 
fireplace is located along the north wall. Its firebox opening is open and unobstructed. 
 

3. Rear room 
The northern part of the basement is occupied by a large space with concrete floor and walls. Twelve concrete piers 
with timber posts support the framing of the first floor above. On the west wall is an expanse of brick. On the east 
wall is a raised concrete platform with an old stove. The space is used for storage. 
 
Interior: First Floor 

1. Front entry hall 
The entry hall is located in the center of the building and entered from the south façade. The ceiling is clad in painted 
wood boards and the walls are clad in painted wood panels and plaster near the ceiling. The floor is carpeted over 
hardwood floors.  Painted timber posts and beams with carved brackets stretch the length and width of the hall. 
Doorways leading off the hall are set within painted wood trim with carved wood lintels. 
 

2. Office space/front reception 
An office is located in the southwest corner of the building and is composed of a front reception space and a back 
office space. The front reception space can be closed off from the entry hall by hinged, paneled wood half-doors 
above a wood desk. The back office space is accessed from the entry hall by a pair of multi-light wood doors. Ceiling, 
wall, and floor treatments are consistent with the entry hall. 
 

1. Kitchen 
The kitchen is located north of the office on the west side of the building. The ceiling is clad in painted wood panels 
and the walls are plaster. Painted timber posts and notched beams with carved brackets stretch the length and width 
of the room. The floor is covered in linoleum. The kitchen is accessed from the entry hall by a paneled wood door. A 
glazed door in the west wall of the kitchen provides access to the exterior, and a paneled wood door in the north wall 
provides access to the adjacent rental space. 
 

2. Dining Room 
North of the kitchen is large open space that occupies the north end of the building. The dining room is L-shaped in 
plan and features an open floor plan with no freestanding columns in the interior of the room. The dining room is 
accessed from the entry hall by a pair of multi-light wood doors. The ceiling of the dining room is clad in plaster, and 
the floor is covered with hardwood flooring. Stained timber posts and beams with carved brackets span the length 
and width of the room, forming a grid pattern on the walls and ceiling. All window and door trim and baseboards are 
in matching stained wood. Two pairs of glazed doors on the north wall and three pairs on the west wall provide access 
to the exterior. Between the doors in the north wall is a small, rectangular alcove with a ceiling clad in painted wood 
boards and a floor clad in linoleum tile. The small alcove is marked by the only two freestanding columns remaining in 
the dining room. A large alcove in the southwest corner of ballroom room contains a brick fireplace with a brick 
hearth, and the firebox opening has been covered with a metal panel. A carved wood railing hangs from the ceiling 
and runs the width of the room; this railing is the only one of its kind in the building. The large alcove is accessed from 
the entry hall by a paneled wood door. There are two storage closets located in the southeast corner of the dining 
room. Each is accessed by a pair of paneled wood doors. 
 

3. Stairwell 
South of the ballroom is a stairwell on the east side of the building. The stairwell is accessed from the entry hall and 
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from a door in the east wall that leads to the exterior. The walls and ceiling of the stairwell are clad in plaster. The 
stairs themselves are wood, with wood newel posts, handrails, and carved vertical boards that form balusters. One 
set of stairs leads up to the second floor; a separate set of stairs leads down to the exterior entrance and continues to 
the basement. 

1. Hallway with closet and two bathrooms 
South of the stairwell is narrow corridor leading off the entry hall that provides access to a storage closet and two 
restrooms through three paneled wood doors. The ceiling and walls of the corridor are clad in plaster and the floor is 
carpeted. Both restrooms feature ceramic tile on the floor and wainscot on the walls. 
 

2. Meeting room with fireplace 
The meeting room is located in the southeast corner of the building. It is a rectangular room accessed from the entry 
hall by a pair of multi-light wood doors. The ceiling is clad in plaster, and the floor is covered with hardwood flooring. 
The walls are clad in stained wood panel with plaster near the ceiling. Stained timber posts, beams with carved 
brackets, and crown molding span the length and width of the room. A fireplace is located on the east wall. It features 
a stained wood mantelpiece and surround, a painted tile filler panel, a tile hearth, and the firebox opening has been 
covered with a metal panel. 
 
Interior: Second Floor 

1. Stairwell and central landing 
The second floor is accessed by the central staircase (described above). The stairs lead to a central landing whose 
walls are clad in horizontal wood boards, ceiling is clad in dropped ceiling panels, and the floor is covered with painted 
hardwood flooring. On the north side of the landing is a flush wood door with wood trim that leads to a storage 
space. On the west side of the landing is a paneled door that leads to a restroom. On the south side of the landing is a 
paneled wood door with wood trim that leads to a hallway. 
 

2. Storage 
The storage space occupies the north half of the second floor. Sections of the floor are clad in hardwood flooring and 
plywood sheathing. The walls and ceiling are unfinished, and the framing and insulation are visible. Plastered partition 
walls have been constructed in the northwest corner of the space. 
 

3. Restroom 
The restroom features simple finishes and no adornments. On the west wall are two aluminum-sash slider windows.  
 

4. Hallway 
The hallway is located on the south side of the central landing. Three paneled wood doors provide access to an office 
on the west side, an arts storage room on the east side and a large room (or front room) on the south side. 
 

5. Office and storage room 

Office and storage room walls are clad in horizontal wood boards, the floors have exposed wood and the ceiling is 
clad in dropped ceiling panels.  

6. Front room 
The front room occupies the south end of the second floor. The walls are clad in horizontal wood boards, the ceiling is 
clad in dropped ceiling panels, and the floor is carpeted. The ceiling is flat in the center and slopes on the east and 
west sides. A closet is located in the northwest corner of the room.  Six single-hung, wood-sash windows are centered 
on the south wall of the room.  



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 
 

 
7 4 7  M a r k e t  S t r e e t    R o o m  3 4 5    T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 2 - 3 7 9 3    2 5 3 . 5 9 1 . 5 2 5 4  

Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

 

 
Outbuildings 
A 20’ x 20’ rectangular shed is located near the lodge’s southwest corner. The shed was likely built in the 1940s and 
was originally used as a garage for the lodge’s caretaker. Since 1990 the building has been used for storage of 
recreation equipment for park programs. The wood-frame shed sits on a concrete slab foundation, is clad in 
clapboard siding, and is capped by a gabled, standing seam metal roof. Its primary (east) façade features two pairs of 
paneled doors made of particle board. Its north façade features one window opening that has been covered with a 
flush wood panel. Its west façade features one wood-sash window with security glass, and the south façade features 
one window that is covered by a metal mesh panel. 
 
Alterations: 
Aaron Titlow’s Hotel Hesperides and the surrounding land were sold to Metro Parks Tacoma in 1928, and the building 
was renamed Titlow Lodge to honor the family that developed the property. Over the next decade, many new 
recreational features were added to the property, including a nine-hole miniature golf course, an expansion of the 
existing tennis courts, new playground and picnic amenities, and improvements to the lagoon for swimming, but no 
changes were made to the Lodge. 
 
Beginning in 1937, Metro Parks Tacoma contracted with the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to improve and 
develop the Titlow Park property. This contract originally included a proposal to demolish the lodge.  It was at this 
time that all interior furnishings were sold at auction. The public protested the demolition of the lodge, and the 
contract with the WPA was revised. The new plan was to demolish only the upper floors containing the hotel rooms, 
effectively reducing the lodge from 3 ½ stories in height to 1 ½ stories. The building received a new roof at this time 
and the interior was reconfigured to accommodate new uses. The original dining room became public rental space for 
meetings and parties and the supportive wood columns throughout the room were removed to provide for better 
open space.  An interior door was added to separate the public rental space from the new private living quarters on 
the south side of the lodge for the property’s caretaker. The original lobby was altered to become the dining room 
and kitchen, and the original ladies’ parlor became a living room. Additionally, the newly constructed second floor 
contained two bedrooms and a bathroom for the building’s residents on the south end of the building. The north half 
of the upstairs was left unfinished and used for storage. A garage was built for the caretaker around this time; it is 
currently used as a shed and is located near the southwest corner of the lodge.  
 
The building was reroofed in 1963. In 1983, the stairs on the south façade—which was originally split into two stairs 
to accommodate a tree growing in the middle—were replaced with a single staircase. The exterior ramp on the east 
façade was constructed at this time. 
 
A second interior remodel took place in 1992. The former living quarters were converted to office space and 
expanded rental space. Additionally, the building was reroofed, the kitchen was remodeled, one large restroom on 
the first floor was converted to two smaller restrooms, and warped timber framing on the second floor was replaced. 
 
In 2010, Titlow Lodge was renovated in advance of its centennial. The building was reroofed with asphalt shingles; the 
chimneys were demolished above the roof line; all original wood windows and doors were restored and metal doors 
at the south, east and kitchen entries were replaced; new light fixtures were installed on the interior and exterior; 
new carpet and hardwood flooring were installed on the interior of the first floor; the west porch (which had been 
demolished at an unknown date) was reconstructed; and, the exterior accessibility ramp was rebuilt. 
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Criteria for Designation 
 
Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  
Please select any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination 
form. 
 

 A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
or 

X 
B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

 D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

 E Is part of, adjacent to, or related to an existing or proposed historic district, square, park, or other 
distinctive area which should be redeveloped or preserved according to a plan based on a historic, 
cultural, or architectural motif; or 

X 
F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar 

visual feature of the neighborhood or City. 

   
 

Historical Data (if known) 
Date(s) of 
Construction 1911 Other Date(s) of Significance 1938 

Architect(s) Frederick Heath Builder Charles A Sayer Engineer unknown 

Architectural 
Style(s) Swiss Chalet Material(s) 

 
Wood/concrete 
basement   

 
Statement of Significance 
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Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic 
Places. Please provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if 
necessary). This section should include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  
If using a Multiple Property Nomination that is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please 
reference it by name and source. 
 
Summary: 
Designed by Tacoma architect Frederick Heath, the building we call Titlow Lodge today was built in 1911 and 
named Hotel Hesperides by owner Aaron Titlow. Titlow Lodge meets Criteria B - association with the lives of 
persons significant in our past - for its connection to preeminent Tacoma architect Frederick Heath and Tacoma 
attorney Aaron Titlow. Titlow Lodge also meets Criteria F - owing to its unique location or singular physical 
characterizes, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood or City. Even though Hotel 
Hesperides/Titlow Lodge has been altered considerably over the years, it was its significance to the local 
community as a public gathering space that convinced the Metropolitan Park District’s Board of Park 
Commissioners to remodel rather than demolish the building in 1937. 
 
Hotel Hesperides/Titlow Lodge: 
Aaron Ross Titlow (1857–1923) was born near Dayton, Ohio, earned his law degree from Washington University in 
St. Louis, and settled in Tacoma in 1888. He was active in politics throughout his life and elected to the post of 
Prosecuting Attorney of Pierce County from 1897 to 1898. In 1908, he was a delegate to the Democratic national 
convention and a member of the platform committee. In Tacoma, he was a partner in the legal firm of Titlow & 
Applegate, worked on several high profile cases for the city and was appointed the receiver for the Bank of Tacoma 
and Tacoma Trust and Savings Bank in 1895, accusing bank officers of fraudulently dissipating resources. 
 
Titlow prospered in his new home town of Tacoma. In addition to his legal practice he invested heavily in real 
estate. In 1903 he purchased the northern half of the Wilton land donation – approximately the area from 
Bridgeport Way to Puget Sound from 6th Avenue to South 19th Street. Initially the property was not incorporated 
into the city but through his efforts his land and other real estate in the area was soon annexed to the city of 
Tacoma. This made it possible for him to secure city electricity and water. On part of the land he developed a ranch 
or farmstead along South 19th Street.  He built a farmhouse, planted orchards, gardens and numerous berry bushes 
and purchased a herd of full-blooded Jersey cows for the dairy.  In 1910 Titlow hired prominent Tacoma architect, 
Frederick Heath, to design a luxurious resort hotel near the beach along the inlet of Wilton Waterway (now known 
as Titlow Lagoon).  
 
Frederick Henry Heath (1861 – 1953) was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin. He moved to Tacoma in 1885 where he 
became a partner in the architectural firm of Spaulding, Russell & Heath in 1901. Just two years later Heath went 
into practice by himself. After a short partnership with Luther Twichell, Heath entered into a long term partnership 
with George Gove.  He eventually became the senior partner in the firm of Heath, Gove & Bell. The buildings he 
designed have been said to include “…some of the most notable and beautiful structures in the city.”    
 
Heath served as the School Architect for the Tacoma Board of Education from 1903 to 1920. His designs include 
Lincoln High School, Washington Elementary and Central School. Heath was also responsible for redesigning a 
luxurious hotel that suffered a disastrous fire in 1898 and converting it into Stadium High School in 1906. He then 
designed Stadium Bowl adjacent to the school.  
 
Titlow may have chosen Heath to design his new tidewater hotel once he saw the Nereides Baths which stood in 
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Point Defiance Park from 1906 to 1931. Designed by Heath, this eclectic building was constructed of logs and 
resembled a Swiss Chalet. Two years after designing the Nereides Baths, Heath was elected to the Board of Park 
Commissioners where he served as president from 1911 to 1916. It was under his leadership that the firm of Hare 
& Hare was hired to develop a master plan for Point Defiance Park; the main elements of this design are still 
evident today. 
 
Heath continued to work until two weeks before his death in March 1953, just a month shy of his 92nd birthday. 
During his long and illustrious career Heath designed over 600 buildings. In addition to the ones listed above other 
notable achievements include Paradise Inn at Mount Rainier National Park and Tacoma’s First Church of Christ 
Scientist, Castle Hall at the Knights of Pythias, and St. Patrick’s Church. 
 
In 1910, Aaron Titlow contracted with Frederick Heath to design an elegant tidewater hotel along the shores of 
Wilton Waterway. Titlow had recently convinced the city of Tacoma to complete 6th Avenue from Orchard St down 
to the waterfront making the hotel project feasible. On October 30th 1910, Heath described the project in an article 
in the Tacoma Daily Ledger: “It is to be the nucleus, Mr. Heath says, of one of the most ambitious high class tourist 
hotel projects thus far attempted on Puget Sound….The original outlay on the project…will be $20,000….Adapted in 
style, after the picturesque chateaus that dot the mountain sides of Switzerland and are becoming popular among 
mountain resort managers in this country yet modified in keeping with the level lay of the land,…The exterior of the 
building will be finished in the rustic style common to the chateau type, while the interior will be cozily furnished 
and will have all modern appurtenances….The building will be completed and ready for guests within 90 days.” 
Heath’s timeline turned out to be overly ambitious. The hotel’s grand opening did not occur until the summer of 
1911 and the final cost was estimated at $50,000. 
 
The Swiss Chalet style of architecture was introduced to the United States in A.J. Downing’s 1850 stylebook, The 
Architecture of Country Houses. The style then experienced a resurgence during the Arts and Crafts era of the early 
twentieth century. Heath’s design for Aaron Titlow’s hotel included many elements typical of the style. They are 
typically two-and-a-half stories high, as was Heath’s original plan, and square or rectangular in plan. Low pitched 
front-facing gables roofs are common with deep eaves supported by large decorative brackets or knee braces. 
Despite their heavy appearance, multi-pane, grouped casement-style windows allow light into interior spaces. 
Most designs have second floor balconies highlighted by flat balusters with decorative cut-outs or round stick work.  
 
Heath’s original blueprints for the hotel called for a 2 ½ story building but in actuality the hotel ended up being 3 ½ 
stories tall. An additional floor of hotel rooms was added in the final design. The first floor of the hotel contained a 
large, inviting lobby with a fireplace at one end, a ladies’ parlor with a fireplace and a sitting room as well as a large 
elegantly appointed dining room. The dining room was lit by twenty-two Tiffany lights and had windows and French 
doors all around. The doors opened out upon a wide open porch to the west and a pergola on the north. A 15’x30’ 
kitchen was built adjacent to the eastside of the first floor.  
 
There were ten guest rooms on both the second and third floors. Each two room suite had a telephone and shared 
a bathroom. The bathrooms had faucets with both hot and cold running fresh and salt water. Most rooms also had 
balconies with beautiful views of the water and surrounding grounds.  
 
The uppermost floor had a private room at the north end with a private bathroom and balcony for the 
housekeeper, four additional staff rooms with a shared bathroom, and two additional guest rooms with a shared 
bath.  
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The concrete basement provided space for a billiard room, barber shop, and men’s smoking lounge heated by two 
fireplaces.  
 
Titlow and his wife Stella had four daughters and one son. He decided to name his new venture Hotel Hesperides in 
honor of his daughters. The name comes from Greek mythology. In the garden of the Hesperides on a far western 
shore, beautiful nymphs were said to protect the tree that bore the golden apples of immortality.  
 
Hotel Hesperides opened to rave reviews in the summer of 1911. Guests arrived at the hotel either by steamers 
that tied up at Titlow’s wharf or by car. A separate building was constructed as a garage for guest’s vehicles. It had 
quarters upstairs for the chauffeurs. Guests of the hotel were treated to fresh, locally grown food at all their meals. 
Much of the food served at the hotel came from Titlow’s own farm and garden. Hotel guests had the choice of 
dining on the terrace or in the formal dining room which was beautifully appointed with the finest of china, silver 
and linens.  
 
A variety of activities and entertainment awaited guests to the hotel. They could play tennis, swim in the lagoon, 
hike or enjoy boat rides to Fox Island or Wollochet Bay. In order to make swimming more enjoyable, Titlow had a 
small dam constructed at the mouth of the lagoon with sea locks. This held the water in the lagoon a few feet 
below high tide which created a small saltwater lake yet still allowed for an exchange of some water every time the 
tide changed. Retaining water in the lagoon allowed for it to warm up during hot summer days making it more 
comfortable for swimming.  
 
When Hotel Hesperides opened, the Northern Pacific Railroad had not constructed the rail line that runs along 
Tacoma’s western shore yet. Titlow fought a long court battle with the railroad to keep the Wilton Waterway an 
open channel. The railroad was compelled to leave the opening at the Wilton Waterway, with a proviso that it 
should install a drawbridge whenever it became necessary.  
 
Even with its great early reviews and efforts by all members of the Titlow family, Hotel Hesperides never gained the 
interest and popularity that Titlow had hoped for. Within ten years Titlow closed the hotel and began selling his 
holdings along Puget Sound. When Aaron Titlow died in 1923 the city of Tacoma and the Metropolitan Park District 
of Tacoma realized that his waterfront property would best serve the community as a park for all its citizens to 
enjoy. Ultimately, the portion of the Titlow property now known as Titlow Park was purchased in two parcels. The 
northern 50 acres were purchased in 1926. After two more years of negotiation, the Park District purchased the old 
Hotel Hesperides and its surrounding property (approximately 30 acres) for $40,000. The Park District changed the 
name of the hotel to Titlow Lodge in honor of the family who first developed the area.  
 
Once the purchase of Titlow Lodge was complete, the Park District hired Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Berry to run the hotel 
as resident managers. To entice visitation a 9-hole miniature golf course was built and the tennis courts expanded 
as added amenities for guests. Titlow’s two story garage with chauffer housing was relocated closer to the lagoon 
and repurposed as dressing rooms for swimmers, office/storage space for the lifeguards, and space for a 
concession store.  (This building was removed from the park at an unknown date.) The Berry’s offered to cook any 
fish caught by picnicking parties in the hotel kitchen but even with additional park amenities the hotel was not 
financially successful. After the first year of operation, it was only open for dinners and dances scheduled in 
advance.  
 
The Stock Market crash of 1929 and ensuing Great Depression reduced income even further. Various groups and 
organizations made proposals for alternative uses of the old hotel including a sanatorium, convalescent hotel and 
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retirement home for the elderly on the state’s “old age pension”. The Park Board turned down all of these 
alternatives. In 1933 and 1934 the Park Board did allow various individuals to live in the lodge free-of-charge in 
return for security and care of the building.  
 
Throughout this period, the first floor of the lodge was in frequent use as a community gathering space. The Titlow 
Beach Improvement Club held their monthly meetings there and others rented the space for dances, dinners, 
movie showings and parties.  
 
During the Great Depression, the Park District worked with the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to improve 
and develop many of the Tacoma’s parks. In 1937, the Park District made a request to the WPA for improvements 
to Titlow Park. Included in that request was the demolition of Titlow Lodge. The Park Board felt that they could no 
longer afford to maintain it. All the interior furnishings were sold at auction at the Tacoma Avenue Action House, 
including the Tiffany lantern lights.  
 
Members of the Titlow Beach Improvement Club protested the demolition. They spoke out at Park Board meetings 
and finally a compromise was reached. The contract with the WPA was revised. Instead of tearing down the lodge, 
the WPA was asked to remove the top two stories of hotel rooms, save the first floor and reroof the building. In 
addition, the first floor was modified to include quarters for a caretaker. The once grand lobby was converted to a 
dining room and kitchen and the ladies’ parlor became the living room for the families living in the lodge. Two 
bedrooms and a bathroom were built upstairs on the south side of the building. The north side of the upstairs was 
left open as a large storage space. Downstairs an interior door was installed to separate the private living quarters 
from the public rental space.  
 
At this time, no documentation concerning this remodel has been found. Only a report on the second phase of the 
WPA work at Titlow Park has been uncovered. In September of 1938 the WPA announced that they were about to 
begin the second phase of improvements at Titlow Park and noted that $75,000 had already been invested at the 
park; presumably the remodeling of Titlow Lodge. The second phase included improved tennis courts, comfort 
stations, picnic shelters, bridges, storm drains and more. Visual evidence of the interior of the lodge suggest that 
some of the woodwork and architectural elements from the upper floors of the hotel were repurposed as 
decorative elements throughout the downstairs. The numerous wood supports throughout the dining room were 
removed to open up the space for more efficient use as a gathering place. In place of the Tiffany lights of the old 
hotel, bare bulbs providing lighting for the remodeled dining room. On the exterior the kitchen on the east side of 
the lodge was removed and the chimneys for the fireplaces were reduced in height.  A physical reminder of the 
WPA work on the lodge and in the park is a concrete drinking fountain embedded with river rocks and engraved 
with the letters “WPA” immediately north of the entry on the east side of  the lodge. 
 
The first resident caretaker, park employee P.F. Benthien, moved into the lodge’s new housing in 1938. Each time 
there was a staff change at Titlow Park the caretaker changed until 1945.  That year the Park District hired Carl 
Larson to run Titlow Park. Larsen, his wife Geneva and four children moved into the lodge on August 15, 1945. Carl 
was in charge of the park until his untimely death in a car accident in 1955. Instead of moving on, his widow 
continued to live in Titlow Lodge until 1973. She assumed the responsibilities of renting the lodge to various groups 
for meetings, events and parties as well as cleaning and maintaining beautiful flower gardens around the exterior. 
During Larsen’s tenure the lodge underwent some minor improvements. A new roof was installed in 1963 and in 
1983 the front entry stairs were rebuilt to form one stairway instead of two with a tree in the middle, and an 
accessibility ramp was added to the exterior of the east side of the lodge.  
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Shortly after Geneva’s retirement, Charnelle Scotton and her family moved into the lodge. Scotton changed the 
focus from a rental facility to an active community center with dog obedience classes, ballet and gymnastics classes 
and ever popular quilting classes and quilt shows. Titlow Lodge was operated as a community center until 1990 
when its focus changed again and Scotton, the last resident caretaker, moved out. 
 
In 1992 the living quarters on the first floor were converted to office space for the Titlow Summer Day Camp 
Program as well as an expanded rental program. That same year the building was reroofed, the kitchen was 
remodeled from a family space to one more appropriate for caterers, the one large restroom on the first floor was 
converted to two smaller restrooms, and warped timber framing on the second floor was replaced.  
 
The most recent changes to the Lodge took place in 2010 when the lodge was once again reroofed, the remaining 
chimneys were removed to the roof line, the original doors and windows of the first floor were all professionally 
restored, the exterior was repainted and the missing porch or terrace on the west side of the building was 
reconstructed. On the interior new wood floors were installed, the kitchen was modernized, and new lighting 
fixtures installed.  
 
Titlow Lodge continues to serve as the headquarters for a large playground program during the summer months 
and as one of Metro Parks’ premier rental facilities year round. 
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Lodge on May 4, 2011. 
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