
Next Regular Meeting:  May 22, 2019, 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Bldg., Rm. 243  5:30 p.m. 

This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are included in the Landmarks Preservation Commission records available to the 
public BY APPOINTMENT at 747 Market Street, Floor 3, or online at www.cityoftacoma.org/lpc-agenda.  All meetings of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission are open to the public. Oral and/or written comments are welcome. 

The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  To request this 
information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please contact the Planning and 
Development Services Department at (253) 591-5056 (voice) or (253) 591-5820 (TTY). 

747 Market Street, Floor 3· Tacoma, WA ·98402 · Phone (253) 591-5254 · 
www.Cityoftacoma.org/HistoricPreservation 

Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Ken House, Vice-Chair 
Roger Johnson 
Jennifer Mortensen 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams  

Marshall McClintock, North Slope Ex-Officio 

Staff
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
Amy Figueroa, Office Assistant 

Date:  May 8, 2019 
Location: 747 Market, Tacoma Municipal Bldg, Conference Room 243 
Time:  5:30 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Excusal of Absences
B.   Approval of Minutes: 4/24/19
C.   Administrative Review:

411 North L Street--railing 

4. DESIGN REVIEW
A. 815 North L Street (North Slope Historic District)

Porch railing 
Larry Frazier, Frazier Construction LLC 10 mins 

5. BOARD BRIEFINGS
A. 1509 North 5th Street (North Slope Historic District)

Windows 
Dawn & Tim McLain, owners 10 mins 

6. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS
A. Old City Hall Design Guidelines Staff 10 mins 
B. Events & Activities Update Staff 5 mins 
C. Urban Design Studio Project Advisory Group Staff 5 mins 

7. CHAIR COMMENTS
A. Commission Advocacy 10 mins 

Agenda
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 





Staff Present: 

Others Present: 



“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as finding and schedule 
the renaming of the Rhone Poulenc Salt Marsh for a public hearing and future consideration at 
the meeting of May 22, 2019.”

Porch railing

“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 815 N. L Street.” 

Rooftop antennas

“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission request that the applicant  returns at a 
future date with more information about the feasibility of lowering and moving panels for less 



visibility.” 

“I move that we recognize Jeff Ryan for his Historic District nomination of College Park.” 



*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio recording of the
meeting, please visit:





Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning & Development Services Department 

747 Market Street, Suite 345  Tacoma, Washington 98402  Phone (253) 591-5030  Fax (253) 591-5433 

STAFF REPORT  May 8, 2019

DESIGN REVIEW 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  815 North L Street (North Slope Historic District) 
Larry Frazier, Frazier Construction LLC 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1925, this is a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. In 2018, the porch slab was repaired in-
kind. Historic photos show that the porch originally had a low stucco wall, which had to be removed to repair the slab. 
The owner would now like to add a white wood railing, similar to the neighboring house. The railing would be 32 inches 
tall towards the front and then taper to 30 inches towards the back due to the slope of the porch; the porch is 28 inches 
high. The new railing would be attached via metal brackets attached to the existing stucco, as shown in the photographs.  

On April 24, 2019, the Landmarks Preservation Commission deferred action on this application. 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the above scope of work, 

STANDARDS  
North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines 

Guidelines for Porches 
1. Retain existing porches and porch details. The original design elements of existing historic porches, when

present, should be maintained. Major changes to configuration or ornamentation should be avoided. Missing or 
deteriorated details, such as columns and railings, should be repaired or replaced in kind. 

2. Avoid adding architecturally inappropriate details. Items such as porch columns reflect the architecture of the
home. Tapered columns atop piers are emblematic of Craftsman homes, but are not appropriate on Victorian era
houses. Likewise, scrollwork, turned posts, or gingerbread are not appropriate on a Craftsman home. Replacement
elements that have no historic design relationship with the architecture diminish the historic character of the building.

3. Replace missing porches with designs and details that reflect the original design, if known. Avoid adding
conjectural elements. Photographic or other documentary evidence should guide the design of replacement porches.
Where this is unavailable, a new design should be based on existing original porches from houses of similar type and
age.

4. In certain cases, building code may trump preservation guidelines. For example, historic railing height may be
considered a life safety issue, and new railings are generally required to meet building code. In these cases,
innovative approaches may be needed to retain the appropriate scale and appearance.

ANALYSIS 
1. This property is in the North Slope Historic District and, as such and, is subject to review by the Landmarks

Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications. 

2. Historic photos show the porch originally had a low stucco wall.

3. A white wood railing would deviate from the original design, which is not recommend by the design guidelines.

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff defers recommendation. 
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Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 815 North L Street as submitted. 

Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 815 North L Street, pending submittal of 
[cite additional information needed to review application]. 

Recommended language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for 815 North L Street, based on the following 
[cite design guidelines.] 

BOARD BRIEFINGS 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  1509 North 5th Street (North Slope Historic District) 
Dawn & Tim McLain, Owners 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1904 this is a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. The applicants are proposing to replace 
the original wood windows, with new wood or composite windows, due to deterioration, including damaged sashes and 
frames, gaps, screw holes, missing pieces, and broken pulleys. They have submitted photos of these conditions. The 
owners are planning to convert the attic into livable space. 

ACTION REQUESTED 
This is an informational briefing for Commission feedback.  No action is requested. 

PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM 6A:  Old City Hall Historic District Design Guidelines  
Staff 

BACKGROUND 
Staff will provide a project update and engage LPC members in a discussion of the Old City Hall District Design 
Guidelines draft, which are included in the meeting packet.  

ACTION REQUESTED 
Scheduling the proposed Old City Hall District Design Guidelines for a Public Hearing on June 12, 2019. 

AGENDA ITEM 6B:  Events & Activities Update 
Staff 

2019 Events 
1. Historic Preservation Month (May)

i. Kick Off Recap
ii. Arrested: Escape from Fort Nisqually (May 9-11th)
iii. Youth Art Contest (6-8pm @ Alma Mater, May 15th)
iv. Arrested: Escape from Fort Nisqually (May 23-25th)
v. Historic Preservation Awards (6pm @ Court House Square, May 24th)
vi. Northeast Tacoma Bike Tour (5:30pm @ Browns Point Elementary, May 31st)

2. South Tacoma Walking Tour (5pm @ Edison City Alehouse, June 1st)
3. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, June 19th)
4. Realtor Workshop (11am @ TMBN, July 8th
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5. Salishan Walking Tour (TBA July 13th)
6. Steve Dunkelberger’s History Happy Hour: Tacoma’s Music History (6pm @ The Swiss, July 18th)
7. Remodeling Vintage Homes Workshop (5:30pm @ TMBN, August 15th)
8. North Slope Walking Tour (11am @ Parkway Tavern, September 7th)
9. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, September 18th)
10. Lecture Series:

I. Architect Claudia Kiyama: Diversity (September 26th TBA) 
II. Professor Kathryn Rogers Merlino: Sustainability (5:30pm, October 10th)
III. Professor Andrew Gomez: Oral History (5:30pm, October 17th)

11. 6th Annual Holiday Heritage Swing Dance (November TBA)

AGENDA ITEM 6C:  Urban Design Studio Project Advisory Group 
Staff 

BACKGROUND 
The Planning and Development Services Department is seeking a member of the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
to participate in the City’s Urban Design Studio initiative as a member of the Project Advisory Group (PAG).  Please see 
the attached Design Review briefing sheet for additional information on the Urban Design Studio. 

The first phase of the urban design program will involve significant public outreach to better understand our community’s 
objectives for design review before we move into program development. 

As a part of the outreach process, the PAG was created on April 3, 2019 by the Tacoma Planning Commission.  The 
PAG’s mission is to provide guidance on the identified tasks and deliverables for the project, and to provide insight on 
how the proposed tasks and deliverables can balance stakeholder needs and meet the project goals in a comprehensive 
and equitable way.  

The group will consist of 11 seats with the following interests represented: 
• Community members from across the city
• Planning Commission (chair)
• Design Community
• Development Community
• Landmarks
• Environment
• Affordable Housing
•  

Nominations to the PAG are made by staff and approved by the Director of Planning and Development Services (PDS). 

The first meeting will be held on Wednesday June 12 with subsequent meetings to be scheduled once the committee is 
operational.     























































































































































 



















 









































































 



 

 

 


 
 

 

 

 





 

 









Agenda Item 4A: 1509 N. 5th Street
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• 2016 - The Design Review Analysis Manual was 
completed to identify the key components and 
options for a design review program. 

• 2017 - Project budget approved by council
• 
• 2019 - Consultants are being brought on to 

develop a work plan and initiate the program 

and scoping phase of the project with program 

Design review has been used by numerous communities 
throughout the nation to achieve local objectives such as: 
improving the architectural quality of new projects, enhancing 
the pedestrian environment, improving safety and security, 
preserving historic districts, improving compatibility between 
new and existing structures, involving community members in 
decisions about the built environment, and, in general, building 
more livable and economically viable communities. 

In 2019, the City will be embarking on a public process to 
develop a design review program to compliment the review 
process already underway in the historic districts and the Thea 

outreach to better understand our community’s objectives for 
design review before we move into program development. 

Image from 2018 University of Washington, Tacoma, Urban Design Studio 
Project (Past Informs the Present - Dat Nguyen) 
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• Urban Design Studio and operations manual
• Design review program manual 
• 
• Draft design guidelines 
 

accomplishing project outcomes. These outcomes will 
fall into two categories, some deliverables (operations 

comprehensively.  Others (design guidelines, design review, 

inclusion of additional projects in subsequent phases of work. 

Throughout the One Tacoma Plan and Tacoma 2025, policy 
guidance highlights design review as opportunity to create 
unique places, promote innovation and quality, and imbue 
public space with features and amenities that promote 

projects to focus this phase of work on. 
1. Public Projects
2. Projects in Neighbourhood Centres
3. Projects on Pedestrian Corridors
4. 
5. 

MIXED-LIFE CORES

RESIDENTIAL FABRIC

HEALTH CENTERS

SCHOOLS

PARKS

VACANT / PARKING

CORRIDORS

Simple arrows and 

can identify safe spots for 

event of an emergency.

SAFE GROUND

With existing open space 
away from large buildings 
and potentially dangerous 
infrastructure, neighborhood 
parks can be safe zones in 
the event of an emergency.

PARK GATHERING PLACES

253.591.5480




