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Date:       April 25, 2018  
Location: 747 Market, Tacoma Municipal Bldg, Conference Room 243  
Time:       5:30 p.m.  
 
1. ROLL CALL   
2. CONSENT AGENDA   

A. Excusal of Absences  
B. Approval of Minutes: 1/24/18 
C. Administrative Review: 

 816 North I Street—Chimney shortening. 
 1215 J Street—Rear alteration 

  

3. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – PRELIMINARY REVIEW  

A. 2101 Jefferson Avenue, Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse 
and Shipping Depot/7 Seas Brewery 

Susan Johnson, Artifacts 
Consulting, Inc.  

15 mins 

B. 301, 309, 311 & 323 Puyallup Avenue, The Trecento Block  
 

Marshall McClintock, Historic 
Tacoma 

15 mins 

4. DESIGN REVIEW    
A. 616 Saint Helens Avenue, Wagner Motors (Individual Landmark) 

       North façade alterations 
David Boe, Boe Architects 5 mins 

B. 2105 South C Street (Individual Landmark) 
    Sign 

Drewe Warnock, Robinson 
Noble, Inc. 

5 mins 

C. 2101 South C Street/2102 Commerce Street, The Brewery 
Blocks (Union Station Conservation District) 
Addition 

Troy Spurlock, Horizon 
Commerce Investors LLC 

20 mins 

5 PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS   
A. 2018 Heritage Project Grant Staff 20 mins 

B. 2018 Historic Preservation Awards  Staff 20 mins 

C. Events and Activities Updates Staff 5 mins 

6 CHAIR COMMENTS   
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Date:        January 24, 2018   
Location: 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 243  

 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: 

Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
   Ken House, Vice-Chair 

Roger Johnson 
Lysa Schloesser 
James Steel 
Jennifer Mortensen 
Alex Morganroth 
 
 

 
Commission Members Absent: 

 
Roger Johnson  
Jeff Williams 
Marshall McClintock 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Lauren Hoogkamer 
Alison Wilkerson 
 
Others Present: 
Scott M. Norris  
 

 

Chair Kevin Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

1. ROLL CALL   

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Excusal of Absences 

Notes: The consent agenda was approved. 

3. DESIGN REVIEW 

A. 1020 North J Street (North Slope Historic District) Porch 

Ms. Hoogkamer read the staff report. 

<Staff Report> 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1902, this is a contributing property in the North Slope Historic District. The owner is proposing to rebuild the 
porch and second story deck, using historic photos. At some point, the original porch was removed and replaced. The 
new railings, balusters, and steps would be rectangular wood. A wood framed lattice would be used for under the 
porch and the existing foundation stones would be reused. Composite or treated wood is proposed for the decking 
material. 
The owners would prefer to replace the two existing columns with four new rectangular columns, although the historic 
photo shows doric columns. The fascia and paint color will match the existing materials. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Final approval of the above scope of work. 
 
 

 Draft 
 
MINUTES  

Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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STANDARDS 
Design Guidelines for the North Slope Special Review District: Porches 
1. Retain existing porches and porch details. The original design elements of existing historic porches, when 
present, should be maintained. Major changes to configuration or ornamentation should be avoided. Missing or 
deteriorated details, such as columns and railings, should be repaired or replaced in kind. 
2. Avoid adding architecturally inappropriate details. Items such as porch columns reflect the architecture of the 
home. Tapered columns atop piers are emblematic of Craftsman homes, but are not appropriate on Victorian era 
houses. Likewise, scroll work, turned posts, or gingerbread are not appropriate on a Craftsman home. Replacement 
elements that have no historic design relationship with the architecture diminish the historic character of the building. 
3. Replace missing porches with designs and details that reflect the original design, if known. Avoid adding 
conjectural elements. Photographic or other documentary evidence should guide the design of replacement porches. 
Where this is unavailable, a new design should be based on existing original porches from houses of similar type and 
age. 
4. In certain cases, building code may trump preservation guidelines. For example, historic railing height may be 
considered a life safety issue, and new railings are generally required to meet building code. In these cases, 
innovative approaches may be needed to retain the appropriate scale and appearance. 

ANALYSIS 

1. This property is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District and, as such, is subject to review by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications. 

2. The new porch and deck will be based on historic photographs and will more closely match the original design. 

 

Ms. Hoogkamer stated that the Commission had requested additional materials and proceeded to pass the materials 
to attending members. Materials included additional photographs and drawings of the railings and elevations. Mr. 
Norris commented that he would like to extend his deck and porch per the length of the house, to match the original 
design when the home was built. Mr. Norris proceeded to explain additional proposed aesthetics and elevation 
drawings of his plan.  

Commissioner Steel asked the applicant if there was a concrete floor to the porch and if the applicant is proposing to   
extend his concrete platform or remove it. Mr. Norris responded he would like to remove the concrete. 

Commissioner Mortensen asked if the applicant planned to finish the trimming and siding to the porch. 

Commissioner Steel and the applicant discussed the dimensions of the stone work for the porch. 

Commissioner Steel asked about the appropriateness of using concrete for the material of the base of the porch and if 
the applicant was open to other materials. The Applicant responded that he would prefer concrete due to the durability 
and longevity. 

Commissioner Schloesser asked if the applicant was proposing to have no handrail. The applicant responded that no 
handrail was planned, but he was unsure if that would be allowed. Discussion ensued regarding the appropriateness 
of that idea. 

Commissioner Mortensen commented that she believed the applicant’s ideas would be a modern update to the 
building and that they would not disrupt the district.  

Commissioner Steel asked why the steps would be wooden versus the concrete on the actual porch. The applicant 
responded that his spouse would like the steps to be wooden. Commissioner Steel expressed concern regarding the 
mix of materials and construction techniques for the upper level deck and what was appropriate for historic guidelines. 
Commissioner Steel made a strong recommendation to reconsider the concrete slab porch and utilize wood for the 
porch instead to match the stairs. Commissioner Schloesser concurred with the recommendation. Commissioner 
Steel further detailed his perspective on the historic aesthetics. 

There was a motion. 

“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 1020 North J Street, with the 
recommendation that the applicant consider a new decking material for the ground level concrete slab.”  

Motion: Steel 
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Second: Schloesser 

The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS  

Mr. McKnight expressed that beginning in February there would be major updates to the application submittal 
process and the design review process would be transition to the online permit system.  

Mr. McKnight discussed a previously appealed decision made back in December 2017. The applicant wants to 
appeal that decision and it could go to superior court. 

The Commissioners ensued a conversation regarding the guidelines and how they can be seen as loose. They 
began to cover some of the material from the Hearing Examiner regarding the appeal, and discussed legal 
ramifications about what sort of key learning’s can come from this for process improvement. 

Commissioner Steel expressed a question regarding why the Hearing Examiner affirmed the Landmark 
Commission’s decision regarding the dormer and not the roof height. Further discussion followed regarding this 
matter, and agenda time was requested to continue the conversation at a later date. 

B. Events and Activities Update 

Ms. Hoogkamer read the Events and Activities Update: 

2018 Events 
1. Heritage League Annual Meeting (9am @ WSHM, Feb. 3rd) 
2. Social Media Photo Contest (February) 
3. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, March 21st) 
4. Historic Preservation Month (May) 

i. City Council Proclamation (5pm @ City Council Chambers, May 1st) 
ii. Tacoma Historical Society’s Historic Homes Tour (TBA) 
iii. Kick Off Salvage Art Show (TBA @ Earthwise Tacoma, May 5th) 
iv. Amazing Preservation Race: Trapped at Fort Nisqually (TBD) 
v. Historic Preservation Awards (TBD @ Stewart Middle School, May 18th) 
vi. Youth Historical Fiction Reading (TBD @ Black Kettle Bites and Brews, May 21st) 
vii. Bike Month Event (TBD, May 25th) 

4. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, June 20th) 
5. LPC Training (TBD) 
6. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, September 19th) 
7. Fifth Annual Holiday Heritage Swing Dance (6-9pm @ TBA, Nov. 4th) 

8. CHAIR COMMENTS 

There were no comments from the Chair. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
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STAFF REPORT   April 25, 2018
 
NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – PRELIMINARY REVIEW 
General Procedural Notes: 
The properties on today’s agenda are nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.   
 
Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration.  Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   
 
The purpose of this review is to determine whether the nominated property meets the threshold criteria and should be 
scheduled for public testimony at a public hearing. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3A: 2101 Jefferson Avenue, Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot/7 

Seas Brewery 
Susan Johnson, Artifacts Consulting, Inc. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1949 and expanded in 1953, the building currently houses the 7 Seas Brewing Company. The building was 
constructed by Heidelberg Brewing Co. (formerly known as Columbia Breweries, Inc.) as a warehouse and shipping 
depot for the former brewery across the railroad tracks to the east at a time of rapid growth for the company. Designed 
by architects/engineers George Wellington Stoddard and Associates of Seattle and built by Woodworth Co., contractors, 
the building has had a brewery related use for most of its history. It retains a high degree of integrity and is nominated 
under Criterion A as the building reflects a period of expansion for the brewing industry in Tacoma between 1949 and 
1968. It is also nominated under Criterion C as the building exhibits a clear association with the industrial history of 
Tacoma’s warehouse (or brewery) district. The building features some important engineering and design aspects, 
including large volume spaces and a direct, interior connection to the adjacent railroad (Prairie Line). Within the last 50 
years, the building also gained an association with glass artist Dale Chihuly, but that connection is separate from the 
eligibility analysis. 
 
The property is nominated under the following criteria: 

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 
  

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work   
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; 

 
The building may also be eligible under Criterion E. Is part of, adjacent to, or related to an existing or proposed historic 
district, square, park, or other distinctive area which should be redeveloped or preserved according to a plan based on a 
historic, cultural, or architectural motif. 
 
REQUESTED ACTION 
Determination of whether the property nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places appears to meet the 
threshold criteria for nomination, and if so, scheduling the nominations for public hearing.  The commission may forward 
all or part of the nomination for future consideration.  
 
EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
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 Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to those 
changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness. 

 Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly discouraged by 
the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

 Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax Valuation 
property tax incentive. 

 The property will become eligible for the Historic Conditional Use Permit. 
 
STANDARDS 
The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040B(1), and include: 

1. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and, 

2. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association such 
that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1.  At 69 years-old the property meets the age threshold criterion. 
  

2.   Changes older than 50 years may be significant in their own right; the property retains its integrity from its 1949 
build date and 1953 expansion. In 1961, another addition was constructed.  
 

3. As the building is within the Union Station Conservation District, and is also an element within the historic area 
informally known as the “Brewery District,” the Commission staff recommends consideration of the nomination 
under Criterion E:  Is part of, adjacent to, or related to an existing or proposed historic district, square, park, or 
other distinctive area which should be redeveloped or preserved according to a plan based on a historic, cultural, 
or architectural motif. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Recommended language for scheduling a public hearing: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and schedule the 2101 Jefferson 
Avenue, Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot/7 Seas Brewery nomination for a public hearing 
and future consideration at the meeting of May 23, 2018. 
 
Recommended language for declining to schedule a public hearing for one or more components of the nomination: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that [cite specific elements or properties that should be 
excluded] do not meet the threshold criteria (describe) and deny the nomination for said propert(ies). 
 
Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer consideration of the nomination for the [cite specific elements 
or properties for which additional information is needed] so that additional information (specify) can be presented for 
consideration to the Commission. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 3B: 301, 309, 311 & 323 Puyallup Avenue, The Trecento Block 
Marshall McClintock, Historic Tacoma 
 
BACKGROUND 
The four buildings that comprise the north side of the 300 block of Puyallup Avenue are representative of the commercial 
and light industry, especially the automotive industry, found along this section of Puyallup Avenue and across the Dome 
District from the end of World War I to the start of World War II. Three of the buildings were designed by noted Tacoma 
architects. All are examples of the commercial buildings found in the American interwar years. The period of significance 
for the block is 1919 to 1953 (original construction and addition). The block and its buildings are nominated under the 
following criteria: Criterion A as indicative of the development of the commercial, automotive and light industrial character 
of Puyallup Avenue and the Dome District during the interwar period; Criterion C as indicative of various types of 
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utilitarian, commercial architecture of the interwar period from the elaborate service stations of the 1920s (301) to modest 
service-bay businesses (309 and 311) to a retail store (323). Major Tacoma architects, C.F. W. Lundberg (301), E. J. 
Bresemann (311) and Russell, Lance, & Muri (323) designed three of the buildings, providing examples of their work on 
more prosaic buildings; and Criterion F owning especially to the restoration of 301 and 323 Puyallup in the context of the 
continuing neighborhood development and loss of other historic buildings, the block now stands out as an intact example 
of what was once common there. The pattern of businesses over the 20th Century and now into the 21st reflects the 
broad pattern of development of low rise, low density retail businesses and light industry across the country. 
 
The property is nominated under the following criteria:   

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;  
 

B. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work           
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; 

 
F. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar            

visual feature of the neighborhood or City. 
 

REQUESTED ACTION 
Determination of whether the property nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places appears to meet the 
threshold criteria for nomination, and if so, scheduling the nominations for public hearing.  The commission may forward 
all or part of the nomination for future consideration.  
 
EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
 Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to those 

changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness. 

 Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly discouraged by 
the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission. 

 Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax Valuation 
property tax incentive. 

 The property will become eligible for the Historic Conditional Use Permit. 
 
STANDARDS 
The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040B(1), and include: 

3. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and, 

4. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association such 
that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1.  At a range between 81 and 99 years-old the properties meets the age threshold criterion.  
  

2.   Although the buildings have been altered over time, they individually and collectively retain a substantial integrity 
of location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Recommended language for scheduling a public hearing: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission adopt the analysis as findings and schedule the 301, 309, 311 & 
323 Puyallup Avenue, The Trecento Block nomination for a public hearing and future consideration at the meeting of 
February 14, 2018. 
 
Recommended language for declining to schedule a public hearing for one or more components of the nomination: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission find that [cite specific elements or properties that should be 
excluded] do not meet the threshold criteria (describe) and deny the nomination for said propert(ies). 
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Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer consideration of the nomination for the [cite specific elements 
or properties for which additional information is needed] so that additional information (specify) can be presented for 
consideration to the Commission. 
 
 
DESIGN REVIEW 
  

AGENDA ITEM 4A: 616 Saint Helens Avenue, Wagner Motors (Individual Landmark) 
David Boe, Boe Architects 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1928, the Wagner Motors Building is an individual landmark on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. The 
alterations, to support a new commercial tenant, include a new blade sign, new exit and glass block openings and duct 
work on the north façade.  
 
On April 11, 2018, the Landmarks Preservation Commission was briefed the proposal; the current application reflects 
those recommendations.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the above scope of work. 
 
STANDARDS 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the 
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.  

 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property is an individually listed City Landmark, and, as such, is subject to review by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications. 
 
2. The north facade is a secondary elevation. No character defining historic material is being removed or destroyed. 

The proposed alterations are compatible with the building’s historic features and could be removed at a future date 
without harming the integrity of the property. 

 
3. The proposed sign will not obscure architectural features. Anchoring into concrete is reversible.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 
 
Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 616 Saint Helens Avenue, as 
submitted. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4B:  2105 South C Street (Individual Landmark) 
Drewe Warnock, Robinson Noble, Inc. 
 
BACKGROUND 
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The J.E. Aubry Wagons Building is an individual landmark on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places. The proposal is for 
a non-illuminated sign of the company logo which is comprised of an aluminum base with DiBond graphics adhered to 
the aluminum. The signed would be installed above the doorway with pin mounts, into the mortar joints only, 1/4" from 
the building. The sign will be a total of 16.14 sq ft. The white letters are 6.92" tall, the logo, framed with white, is 18"H by 
19.69"W, total height is 39.42", and total width is 58.98".  
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the above scope of work. 
 
STANDARDS 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the 
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.  

 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property is an individually listed City Landmark, and, as such, is subject to review by the Landmarks 

Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications. 
 

2. No historic material is being removed or destroyed. The sign is compatible with the building and can be removed 
without harming any character defining materials.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 
 
Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 2105 South C Street, as submitted. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4C:  2101 South C Street/2102 Commerce Street, The Brewery Blocks (Union Station 
Conservation District)   

Troy Spurlock, Horizon Commerce Investors LLC 
 
BACKGROUND 
The building at 2101 S C Street is a cement block building that was originally constructed in 1939 as a café (it has been 
occupied by other businesses as well, including the Old Time Woodworking cabinet company).  The building is located 
within the Union Station Conservation District, meaning that additions to existing buildings are reviewed by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission using the Union Station-Warehouse Design Guidelines. Generally speaking, 
alterations that do not require additional square feet are exempt from Commission review in the conservation district. 
 
The project involves the rehabilitation of the existing building and a heavy timber addition of identical size on the rear 
(east) section of the property with the remaining area on the lot converted from surface parking to a terraced outdoor 
dining area. The lower level concrete level of the existing building will be retained and the upper C Street level will be 
replaced with frame construction. The entire north and west elevations of the building will be thin brick clad in a running 
bond to match the exterior treatment on the new addition. New wood frame windows and doors will be installed to 
replace non-original aluminum and metal frame units. The original heavy timber interior structural elements in the 
building will be retained. A new 30’ X 40’ two story addition will be added. The new construction will be heavy timber, 
exposed on the inside, with wood frame exterior walls clad in thin brick in a running bond. The completed existing 
building and addition will be designed to appear as a single building. Matching wood frame windows and doors will be 
used, and soldier course brick sills, parapet caps and detailing will be consistent. The new section will have a 850 s.f. 
roof deck accessed by an interior enclosed stair that will be metal (galvalume) clad as it rises above the roof level. An 
exposed steel stair will climb down the south façade adjoining the 2105 C Street, J. E. Aubry Wagon & Auto Works 
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Building. The east facing two story façade will support a projecting brick porch and upper veranda will a shed metal 
(galvalume) roof which repeats the design of loading dock roofs along Commerce Street. Storefront door and window 
openings will serve both levels with a primary retail entrance on the north edge of the ground floor. A sectional 10’ X 11’ 
glass door will open the remainder of the ground floor wall during fair weather. The wood and metal trim on the openings 
and exterior stair will be painted a graphite gray. The remaining section of the existing surface parking lot will be 
enclosed by a low salvaged timber/wood fence for outdoor seating. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the above scope of work. 
 
STANDARDS 
Design Guidelines for the Union Depot/Warehouse District & the Union Station Conservation District  
Included in the packet. 

 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property in the Union Station Conservation District and, as such, new construction/additions are subject to 

review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047. 
 

2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission may, at its discretion, waive mandatory requirements imposed by the 
design guidelines. In determining whether a waiver is appropriate, the Landmarks Preservation Commission shall 
require an applicant to demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that, because of special circumstances not 
generally applicable to other property or facilities, including size, shape, design, topography, location, or 
surroundings, the strict application of those mandatory requirements would be unnecessary to further the purposes 
of this chapter.  

 
3. The new addition and existing building rehab meet the district design guidelines for height, scale and materials. The 

scale of the proposed addition reflects the warehouse design and massing of the surrounding district. 
 

4. The building rehab preserves and enhances the existing storefront; the rear of the building will include pedestrian-
friendly outdoor space.   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 
 
Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 2101 South C Street/2102 Commerce 
Street, as submitted. 
 
 
PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  2018 Heritage Project Grant  
Staff 
 
The Heritage Project Grant Program is intended to support projects that increase public awareness and access to 
Tacoma’s history. Funding can be used for exhibitions, workshops, events or educational activities, development and 
production of interpretive materials, professional services required to research a historical publication or register 
nomination, documentation of an artifact or historical site, a historic site assessment, conservation materials, and, in 
some limited cases, training for organizations with heritage as their primary mission. Eligible applicants include non-
profits, organized groups, and public and educational institutions. Applicants may apply for anywhere between $1,000 
and $10,000 for their project. This is a matching grant with up to $40,000 in total awards being granted. 
 
15 applications were received. On March 29, 2018, the Heritage Grant Panel conducted an initial review. A handout with 
their recommendations will be provided. 
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ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of grant recipients. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5B:  2018 Historic Preservation Awards  
Staff 
 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission will select recipients for the 2018 Historic Preservation Awards. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Selection of award recipients. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5C:  Events & Activities Update 
Staff 
 
2018 Events 

1. South Tacoma Walking Tour (3pm @ Edison City Alehouse, April 28th) 
2. Historic Preservation Month (May) 

i. City Council Proclamation (5pm @ City Council Chambers, May 1st) 
ii. Tacoma Historical Society’s Historic Homes Tour (May 5th-6th) 
iii. Kick Off Salvage Art Show & Iron Art Competition (11am-3pm @ Earthwise Tacoma, May 5th) 
iv. Amazing Preservation Race: Trapped at Fort Nisqually (May 10th-11th) 
v. Historic Preservation Awards (6pm @ Stewart Middle School, May 18th) 
vi. Youth Historical Fiction Reading (7pm @ Black Kettle Bites and Brews, May 21st) 
vii. Old Places, New Spaces Bike Ride (5:15pm @ 7 Seas Brewing, May 25th) 

3. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, June 20th) 
4. Fern Hill Walking Tour (1pm @ Corner of S. 84th/S. Park Ave., July 14th) 
5. Stadium Historic District Walking Tour (3pm @ Stadium High School, August 18th) 
6. LPC Training ( September TBD) 
8. Trivia Night (6pm @ The Swiss, September 19th) 
9. Historic Churches Tour (TBD, October) 
10. Fifth Annual Holiday Heritage Swing Dance (6-9pm @ Tin Can Alley, Nov. 4th) 
 



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
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Design Guidelines and Introduction to the Union Depot/Warehouse District 
 
 
1.  Introduction 
The Union Depot-Warehouse Historic District (National Register of 
Historic Places, 1980, and Tacoma Register, 1983) flanks Pacific 
Avenue from South 17th Street to South 23rd Street and extends up the 
hill to Jefferson Avenue.   The Union Depot-Warehouse District is 
surrounded by the Union Station Conservation District. 
 
The architecture in the district is characterized by rugged brick 
warehouses and factories, examples of commercial high style and 
industrial vernacular architecture developed in America in the early 
1900s. The district was a major distribution point for goods that arrived 
by railway during the 1890s through the 1920s.   
 
Union Station (1911) itself is a stunning landmark, with its massive arches and a copper-clad dome.  The adaptive 
reuse of Union Station as a Federal Courthouse earned the City of Tacoma a National Preservation Honor Award in 
1994. 
 
In 1999, the National Preservation Honor Award again came to Tacoma with the University of Washington, 
Tacoma’s adaptive reuse of the warehouse buildings along Pacific as its new urban campus.  Other buildings in the 
district are being rehabilitated for use as apartments, businesses, restaurants and shops.  Many of the projects in 
the Union Depot/Warehouse District are outstanding examples of historically sensitive adaptive reuse. 
 
2.  Boundaries 
The approximate boundaries of the areas subject to the district design guidelines are illustrated below. 
 
Map of Union Depot Historic Special Review District Map of Union Station Conservation District 
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3. Design Guidelines 
 

The following guidelines are extracted from Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.270, and are intended to give project 
designers guidance for design within the historic and conservation districts. 

Guidelines for building design and streetscape improvement review. 

A. Intent. The following are hereby established as the design review guidelines for rehabilitation, new construction, 
and public amenities. These guidelines are intended to ensure a certainty of design quality within the Historic 
Special Review District and Union Station Conservation District, protect the historic fabric of the districts, 
enhance the economic viability of the districts through the promotion of their architectural character, and provide 
a clear set of physical design parameters for property owners, developers, designers, and public agencies. 

 
B. The following guidelines are intended to provide a set of basic standards for architectural and physical design 

within the Union Station districts. The guidelines will be used by the Landmarks Preservation Commission as a 
baseline for the design review process, but will not supersede the authority of the Commission to exercise its 
judgment and discretion on a case-by-case basis. The guidelines are also set forth to provide assistance to 
owners, developers, and designers involved in project planning by providing general design and technical 
recommendations. 

 
C. From time to time, the Landmarks Preservation Commission may adopt policies and administrative rules for the 

purpose of clarifying and assisting property owners in interpreting these guidelines. Any such rules or policies 
shall be adopted by quorum vote and, once adopted, shall be made available to the public in electronic and 
printed formats. 

 
D. Design Guidelines. The following predominant historic building elements shall be recognized as essential to 

the districts’ historic image and used as the basis for design review of proposals for rehabilitation of existing 
buildings and review of new construction within the districts: 

 
1. Height. The centerpiece and height benchmark for the districts is the Union Station, with its dome cap 

height of approximately 96 feet above Pacific Avenue. Wing parapet walls are 30 feet in height above 
Pacific Avenue. No new buildings constructed in the districts shall exceed 85 feet in height. 

 
In the rehabilitation of existing buildings, their existing height should be maintained and the parapets 
and cornices should be kept intact. Any rooftop additions, penthouses, building systems equipment, or 
roof-mounted structures should be set back from existing parapet walls sufficiently to conceal them 
from view from street level. 
 

2. Scale. Scale refers to a building’s comparative relationship to neighboring buildings and its fit within the 
districts. The typical four-story building in the districts is 50 feet wide and 100 feet deep. Two such 
“basic blocks” side by side are proportionally similar to the main section of Union Station and illustrate 
the scale and size of structural components in the districts. 

 
Scale is also determined by the proportions of the architectural elements within the composition of the 
individual building facades. Exterior building facades shall be of a scale compatible with surrounding 
buildings and shall maintain a zero setback from the sidewalk. Window and door proportions, including 
the size and design of the wood sash and frame floor height, floor shapes, street elevations, and other 
elements of the building facades, shall relate to the scale of the surrounding buildings. 
 

3. Materials. The predominant building material within the districts is masonry, including brick, granite, 
and terra cotta. Rehabilitation of existing buildings and construction of infill buildings shall utilize 
masonry as the predominant building material. 

 
4. Minimum Maintenance. All contributing historic buildings in the districts shall be maintained against 

decay and deterioration caused by neglect or defective or inadequate weather protection. 
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5. Storefront Design. A major character-defining feature of the buildings within the districts is the 

storefront. The composition of the storefronts is consistent from one building to the next, and serves as 
a unifying feature of the districts by forming a continuity along the street. Preservation of the storefront 
is essential to the maintenance of the districts’ image and character. Rehabilitation of an existing 
building shall include preservation of the existing storefront or reconstruction of a new storefront which 
is compatible with the original in scale, size, and material. New construction shall also include 
storefronts. Street level retail sales and service uses, as described and defined in TMC 13.06, should 
be strongly considered for ground floor use along Pacific Avenue in order to more effectively implement 
storefront design. 

 
6. Awnings. Awnings have been a traditional addition to the facades of buildings within the districts and 

shall be encouraged within the districts as a functional exterior feature. All awnings shall be compatible 
with the historic character of the buildings and shall be based in design upon historic counterparts. They 
shall also: 

a. Reflect the shape and character of the window openings; 
b. Be, or appear to be, retractable in the form of historic awnings; 
c. Constructed with canvas-like fabric rather than high gloss in texture;  
d. Not be back-lit or translucent; 
e. Be in colors and/or patterns which complement the building and have basis in the historic 

record; 
f. Be attached to the buildings in a manner which does not permanently damage the structure 

or obscure significant architectural features. 
7. Signs. 

a. General. 
(1) All new exterior signs and all changes in the appearance of existing exterior signs 

require Landmarks Preservation Commission approval. This includes changes in 
message or colors on pre-existing signs. 

(2) If there is a conflict between these standards and the requirements in the City’s Sign 
Code, the more strict requirement shall apply. 

 
b. Location and Size of Signs. 

(1) Signs shall not dominate the building facades or obscure their architectural features 
(arches, transom panels, sills, moldings, cornices, windows, etc.). 

(2) The size of signs and individual letters shall be of appropriate scale for pedestrians and 
slow-moving traffic. Projecting signs shall generally not exceed nine square feet on first 
floor level. 

(3) Signs on adjacent storefronts shall be coordinated in height and proportion. Use of a 
continuous sign band extending over adjacent shops within the same building is 
encouraged as a unifying element. 

(4) Portable reader board signs located on sidewalks, driveways, or in parking lots are 
prohibited. 

(5) Existing historic wall signs are a contributing element within the district and should be 
restored or preserved in place. New wall signs shall generally be discouraged. 

 
c. Messages and Lettering Signs. 

(1) Messages shall be simple and brief. The use of pictorial symbols or logos is 
encouraged. 

(2) Lettering should be of a traditional block or curvilinear style which is easy to read and 
compatible with the style of the building. No more than two different styles should be 
used on the same sign. 

(3) Letters shall be carefully formed and properly spaced so as to be neat and uncluttered. 
Generally, no more than 60 percent of the total sign area shall be occupied by lettering. 

(4) Lettering shall be generally flat or raised. 
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d. Color. 

(1) Light-colored letters on a dark-colored background are generally required as being 
more traditional and visually less intrusive in the context of the Union Station District’s 
predominantly red-brick streetscapes. 

(2) Colors shall be chosen to complement, not clash with, the facade color of the building. 
Signs should normally contain not more than three different colors. 

 
e. Materials and Illumination 

(1) Use of durable and traditional materials (metal and wood) is strongly encouraged. All 
new signs shall be prepared in a professional manner. 

(2) In general, illumination shall be external, non-flashing, and non-glare. 
(3) Internal illumination is generally discouraged, but may be appropriate in certain 

circumstances, such as: 
(i) Individual back-lit letters silhouetted against a softly illuminated wall. 
(ii) Individual letters with translucent faces, containing soft lighting elements inside 

each letter. Metal-faced box signs with cut-out letters and soft-glow fluorescent 
tubes.  

(iii) However, such signs are generally suitable only on contemporary buildings. 
(4) Neon signs may be permitted in exceptional cases where they are custom-designed to 

be compatible with the building’s historic and architectural character. 
 

f. Other Stylistic Points 
(1) The shape of a projecting sign shall be compatible with the period of the building to 

which it is affixed, and shall harmonize with the lettering and symbols chosen for it. 
(2) Supporting brackets for projecting signs should complement the sign design, and not 

overwhelm or clash with it. They must be adequately engineered to support the 
intended load, and generally should conform to a 2:3 vertical-horizontal proportion. 

(3) Screw holes must be drilled at points where the fasteners will enter masonry joints to 
avoid damaging bricks, etc. 

 
8. Color. Building colors should contribute to the distinct character of the historic building. Original building 

colors should be researched and considered in any new color scheme. Whether contrasting or 
complementary, the colors should reflect the design of the building. Building colors should utilize a 
limited palette. Colors should be selected to emphasize building form and highlight major features of the 
building. Color schemes using several colors should be avoided and surfaces which are not historically 
painted should not be painted. 

 
9. Views. All new construction in the Union Station District should be designed to preserve existing views 

and vistas. Of particular importance are views of Commencement Bay, Mount Rainier, and Union 
Station. 

 
E. Streetscape Guidelines. Streetscaping is essential in the development of the districts in order to create value 

and enhance private development efforts. Proper design of streetscapes and public open spaces provides a 
unifying theme and unique identity for the districts, complements and extends the presence of Union Station, 
encourages pedestrian circulation, and creates a gateway to downtown and the waterway. The pattern of traffic 
routes and open space is based upon the historic function of the district and has a direct relation to such 
physical features as views from the upper floors of the building, sunlight, façade visibility, and streetscape 
appearance. Any significant loss or reconfiguration of existing open space and street corridors is discouraged. 
 
The following improvements are to be encouraged: 

 
1. Sidewalk paving. Paving should be of brick or brick and brushed concrete. Existing granite curbs should 

be maintained or reconstructed, where possible. 
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2. Street paving. Where feasible, historic street paving and gutters, either brick or cobblestone, should be 
preserved and restored. Where feasible, existing railroad or streetcar rails should be preserved in 
place.  

3. Streetlights. Historic streetlights should be used throughout the district as unifying elements. 
 

F. The Landmarks Preservation Commission may, at its discretion, waive mandatory requirements imposed by 
Section 13.07.290 of this chapter. In determining whether a waiver is appropriate, the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission shall require an applicant to demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence that, because of 
special circumstances not generally applicable to other property or facilities, including size, shape, design, 
topography, location, or surroundings, the strict application of those mandatory requirements of Section 
13.07.290 would be unnecessary to further the purposes of this chapter. Such waiver shall not exceed the 
requirements set forth in the underlying zoning district , except where specifically provided for in TMC 
13.06A.070.B. (Ord. 27748 Ex. A; passed Oct. 14, 2008: Ord. 27429 § 3; passed Nov. 15, 2005) 

 
4.  District Exemptions. The following actions are exempt from the requirements imposed pursuant to 13.07.280: 

A.   Any alterations to non-contributing properties, as defined by the District Inventory adopted by the 
Commission and kept on file at the Historic Preservation Office; provided, that the demolition of such 
structures is not exempt from the provisions of this chapter; and 

B.  Interior alterations to existing properties, unless those modifications affect the exterior appearance of 
the structure. 
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TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NOMINATION FORM 

This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.   

PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017 

Property Name 

Historic 
Name 

Common 
Name 

 

Location 

Street Address Zip 

Parcel No(s). Legal Description and Plat or Addition:  

Nominated Elements 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 

Principal Structure Site 

Historic Additions Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 

Owner of Property 

Name 

Address City State Zip 

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted. 

Yes No 

Owner Signature, if possible:
 

Form Preparer 

Name/Title Company/Organization 

Address City State Zip 

Phone Email  
 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and 
Shipping Depot

7 Seas Brewery

2101 Jefferson Avenue, Tacoma WA 98402

2021070010 New Tacoma lots 1-27, Block 2107 subject to NPRy 
Ease Seg E8298

X

7 Seas Brewing Co.

X

2101 Jefferson Ave Tacoma WA 98402

(contact: Mike Runion, co-founder)

Susan Johnson, Partner Artifacts Consulting, Inc.

401 Broadway, Suite 301 Tacoma WA 98402
253.572.4599 susan@artifacts-inc.com

X
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Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
$100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer) Continuation Sheets 

Site Map (REQUIRED) Historical Plans 

Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index 

Other (please indicate): FOR OFFICE USE 

Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company 

Date Received _____________ 

Fee Paid _____________ 

X

X

X

X
Sanborn map details

X



Narrative (continued) 
 

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Extent of Changes 
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other 
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the 
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this 
form. 

Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes No Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 

fixtures) Yes No 

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes No Other elements Yes No 

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes No 

Physical Description Narrative 
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site 
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional 
sheets if necessary). 

X

X

X

X

X

Site
Located in an industrial neighborhood south of downtown Tacoma, the nominated building occupies most of a two-block lot between 
21st and 23rd streets, between Jefferson Ave (west) and Hood Street (east). The lot slopes steeply uphill from east to west. Former 
railroad tracks extend along the east side, including a spur line track which entered the building. An overhead conveyor bridge 
connects the southeast corner with the former Heidelberg bottling plant, across the railroad corridor (present-day Hood Street) known 
as the Prairie Line or Northern Pacific Railroad Right of Way. The south end of the building is a recessed loading bay. There is a 
paved surface parking and delivery area at the south end of the lot, along with a well house at the southwest corner.
Exterior
Originally built as a warehouse and shipping depot, the industrial function is reflected in the utilitarian materials and lack of 
ornamentation. The building occupies an irregular footprint. Built in three phases, the building has a north end addition (1961), a 
main core (1949-1953), and a south portion (1949). All three have poured, reinforced concrete foundations. The main core, built in 
1949 and enlarged in 1953, also has reinforced concrete framing at the first floor, which transitions to steel framing at the second 
floor. The south (1949) portion is similar but with a shorter height. The north addition is completely framed with reinforced concrete. 
Exterior cladding is a mixture of plywood-formed finished concrete and corrugated metal panels, all painted. The main core and south 
end both have gable roof forms clad with corrugated metal panels; the main core also has a flat roofed east wing, where the floor 
plan was widened to the east. Former skylight openings are extant but covered or infilled. The north addition has a flat roof. Ribbon 
windows of metal-framed lites of both blue and clear glass extend along much of the upper east and west walls of the main core. 
Doors are typically metal security types except for the new front (west) doors at the public entrance along Jefferson Ave. Metal 
catwalks are partially extant at the south end, over the loading bay.
Interior
The interior spaces are generally very large, with utilitarian finishes (eg, finished concrete floors). The main core’s second floor is 
open to the roof framing. Added partition walls are primarily along the outer extent of the floor plan and retain a sense of openness. 
Large relites provide visual connection between the public taproom and the brewing operations on the rest of the second floor. On 
the lower floors, the tall spaces are supported by massive concrete columns; these floors currently serve as storage, bottling, and 
shipping spaces. A non-historic two-story enclosed office space is freestanding on the first floor. Steel staircases, including one 
circular, allow for vertical circulation between floors in staff areas. The public stair in the west (main) entry lobby is new but echoes 
the open tread style of the older steel stairs. 

Alterations
1953, vertical extension of main core, addition of east wing, ribbon windows
1961, north addition
2015-2016, mostly interior modifications for taproom and installing brewing related machinery; limited and removable interior 
partitions for offices and taproom tenants; west entry for 7 Seas Taproom, including added stairs and elevator in lobby
2017, a large public art mural was painted on the east facade
Unknown, insertion of an enclosed two-story office space at south end of 1st floor; addition of restrooms in various locations
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Criteria for Designation 

Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 

A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

E Is part of, adjacent to, or related to an existing or proposed historic district, square, park, or other distinctive area which 
should be redeveloped or preserved according to a plan based on a historic, cultural, or architectural motif; or 

F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 
 

Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction Other Date(s) of Significance 

Architect(s) Builder Engineer 
Architectural 
Style(s) Material(s) 

Statement of Significance 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should 
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that 
is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 

X

X

1953

George W. Stoddard & Assoc. Ketner Bros.; Woodworth Co. (same as architect)

Concrete, steelIndustrial

1949 , 1961

Built in 1949 and expanded in 1953, the building at 2101 Jefferson Avenue is presently the Tacoma brewery and taproom for 7 Seas 
Brewing Company. Historically, the building was constructed by Heidelberg Brewing Co. (formerly known as Columbia Breweries, 
Inc.) as a warehouse and shipping depot for the former brewery across the railroad tracks to the east at a time of rapid growth for the 
company. Designed by architects/engineers George Wellington Stoddard and Associates of Seattle and built by Woodworth Co., 
contractors, the building has had a brewery related use for most of its history. It retains a high degree of integrity and is eligible for the 
Tacoma Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C. Under Criterion A, the building reflects a period of expansion for the 
brewing industry in Tacoma between 1949 and 1968, an industry which brought regional and national prominence to the city. The 
building is also associated with one of the most successful regional brewing companies, Heidelberg (Columbia) Brewing. Under 
Criterion C, the building exhibits a clear association with the industrial history of Tacoma’s warehouse (or brewery) district. The 
building features some important engineering and design aspects, including large volume spaces and a direct, interior connection to 
the adjacent railroad (Prairie Line). Within the last 50 years, the building also gained an association with glass artist Dale Chihuly, but 
that connection is separate from the eligibility analysis. 

The date of construction (1949) is based on published building permit information, newspaper articles and a historic site map.1 The 
1953 expansion of the building was publicized in local newspapers (see graphics section for historic images of progress). The north 
end, built in 1961, is a historic, contributing addition. The warehouse and shipping depot at 2101 Jefferson Avenue was part of a 
larger brewery complex. Most of the other buildings were demolished in 2011, replaced by a new hotel. The overhead conveyor bridge 
at the southeast corner of the nominated building still connects to the former bottling plant, across the former railroad corridor 
(present-day Hood Street). The latter building is separately owned and not part of this nomination. The abandoned railroad tracks are 
part of the Prairie Line, a historic Northern Pacific Railroad line. Segments of the Prairie Line have been redeveloped as a multi-use 
corridor, starting across South 21st Street and continuing north/northeast. 

(see continuation pages)
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Columbia Brewing Co./Columbia Breweries

Tacoma has a long history of beer making, although most of the earliest (late 19th century) breweries lasted only a few years. Two of 
them, Pacific Brewing and Columbia Brewing, took root and became major enterprises in the city. Incorporated in 1900, the Columbia 
Brewing Co. (later known as Columbia Breweries, Inc. and subsequently Heidelberg Brewing Co.) was Tacoma’s longest lasting brewery. 
Columbia Brewing Co. changed names and owners, illustrating the ups and downs of Pacific Northwest brewing. 

The brewery, consisting of multiple buildings added over the years, was located at 2120-2132 South C Street (south of 21st, between 
Hood and C streets). Most of the early structures were wood framed and clad. The company started with seven employees and delivered 
wooden barrels of beer by horse-drawn wagon. Columbia Brewing made several types of beer but came out with one of their all-time 
bestsellers, Alt Heidelberg, in circa 1912. 

While many breweries went out of business during Prohibition, Columbia Brewing Co. adapted and survived by changing its name and 
product line. In 1916, when Prohibition went into effect in Washington State, the company became the Columbia Bottling Co. and 
marketed fruit drinks, soda, and near beer (non-alcoholic beer). After Prohibition, the company went back into the beer making trade and 
grew larger than ever before. 

The company had changed hands shortly before the end of Prohibition. Elmer Hemrich, a member of a prominent Northwest brewing 
family empire, headed a group of investors to purchase the Columbia Brewing Co. in 1932. They changed the name to Columbia 
Breweries, Inc. and began brewing low-alcohol beer in 1933. Alt Heidelberg beer was also revived and reintroduced in 1933. Soon after 
Hemrich and his investors purchased the company, the famous ‘Student Prince’ became the new emblem. 

In 1933, the company’s annual production capacity was 50,000 barrels. With the construction of a new brew house and cellars, annual 
capacity tripled in three years, reaching 150,000 barrels in 1936. At that level, the Columbia brewery was “unequalled in productive 
capacity west of Minneapolis and north of San Francisco.” That same year, a new bottling plant was under construction. Part of the new 
bottling plant would also fill trademarked Keglined cans from the American Can Co. In 1936, canned beer was the newest product 
offering, and the brewery was the first in the region to introduce canned beer, selling throughout Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Alaska.2

By 1939, beer had become a major export for Tacoma. At that time, California and Hawaii were among the largest markets for Tacoma 
beer, according to harbormaster shipping data. California alone received nearly 2,200 tons of beer produced in Tacoma between January 
and August, 1939. Hawaii received 361 tons in the same 8-month period.3

In the late 1940s, the company employed about 160 people in Tacoma and sold beer throughout the Pacific Northwest and northern 
California. Two of their brews, Columbia Ale and Alt Heidelberg beer, were “two of the fastest selling beverages on the market.”4 Around 
the same time, after the end of World War II rationing and material shortages, the company began planning a major expansion to meet 
increased demand. To that end, the company purchased the two-block lot between 21st and 23rd along Jefferson, for the future 
construction of a new warehouse and shipping depot.

Heidelberg Brewing Company

In 1949, the company reorganized under the name Heidelberg Brewing but kept doing business as Columbia Breweries for several years, 
as seen on architectural drawings done in the early 1950s for the plant.5 As part of the expansion effort and company overhaul in the late 
1940s and early to mid-1950s, new wells were drilled on the property to provide large amounts of high-quality water for the brewing 
process. Several new concrete and steel buildings were added to replace the old wood-frame structures, to make the plant fireproof. New 
equipment brought state-of-the-art industrial brewing and bottling technology. The new mechanized processes and production increases 
required more space, prompting the acquisition of the block where the nominated structure stands.

The warehouse and shipping depot was built and quickly enlarged during this period. Erected in 1949, the building was already too small 
by about 1951. Plans for the warehouse and shipping depot’s expansion were drawn by George W. Stoddard & Associates in 1952 and 
the Woodworth Co. served as contractors for the work in 1953. A picture from March, 1953, shows the lifting of the building in progress, 
enabling the addition of a second floor. The end of the building has painted “Heidelberg Brewing” lettering as signage.6  A November, 
1952 article in the Tacoma News Tribune laid out the project in detail.

(continued)
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“As further evidence of its confidence in Tacoma and the city’s continued development as an industrial center, Columbia 
Breweries, Inc. has undertaken an extensive expansion of its warehouse and shipping depot on the Jefferson Avenue frontage of 
the plant. … The project, consisting of a new wing and a second story, will add 22,000 square feet to [the warehouse].
Unusual Features
The new wing, which will measure [approximately] 108 by 202 feet, involves several unusual engineering features, notable 
among which is lifting an existing roof (measuring 80 x 202 feet) to a height of 40 feet to permit the building of a second story 
beneath it. The lower level will have a height of 21 feet, permitting the stacking of the pallets loaded with merchandise to a 
height of 18 feet. Supporting columns will be spaced at 27-foot intervals to afford maximum maneuverability of mechanized 
equipment. Through cooperation of the Northern Pacific Railway Co., rail cars carrying incoming or outgoing shipments will enter 
the building itself, thus expediting loading and unloading operations. Elevators, as well as conveyors, will provide for movement 
of case beer between the first and second floors.”7 

The article goes on to mention that other aspects of the expansion plan included “an enlarged brew house, additional storage cellars (for 
millions of gallons of product), a new air-conditioned fermentation cellar, a series of 3-story high grain storage silos, and one of the most 
modern bottling shops in America,” where machines filled 500,000 bottles per day.8 By this time, Heidelberg (Columbia) had cemented its 
place as one of Tacoma’s leading industrial operations. 

The vertical enlargement of the warehouse and shipping depot, and the engineering feats behind it, were due to the lack of land space – 
the building couldn’t grow 22,000 square feet horizontally. Deemed too light to carry a second floor above it, the existing steel frame was 
lifted and a reinforced concrete basement and first floor were added before the steel frame was lowered to form the new second floor. 
Most of the building was also widened, from 80 to 160 feet.9   

One of the final pieces of the expansion plan, completed in the summer of 1954, was the construction of a three-story cellar (fermentation 
and storage) building along South C Street and another “all-modern brewing line, doubling … brewhouse capacity.” By the fall of 1954, 
the Heidelberg bottling and canning lines filled more than one million bottles and cans each day. The brewery employed more than 350 
people and had an annual payroll of $1.75 million. Production had more than tripled since 1948, when the expansion plan had been 
announced.10 

Carling Brewing Company
In 1959, when the Carling Brewing Company bought the Heidelberg plant, the latter became part of an international corporation.11 Based 
in Cleveland, Ohio, the Carling Brewing Co. was a subsidiary of a Canadian brewing conglomerate; Tacoma became their sixth U.S. 
brewery. Carling had noticed growth in the Western beer market and chose the Tacoma plant as their entry point. 

The Carling company chose the Heidelberg brewery for their West Coast plant for its modern facilities, the experienced workers, the local 
supply of raw materials, and a potential for market growth. Of the six Carling plants in the U.S., Tacoma’s ranked as the third largest.12  
With the acquisition of the former Heidelberg brewery, Carling could produce and distribute their Red Cap ale and Black Label beer 
nationwide.13 

The Tacoma plant increased production about 62 percent between 1958 and 1968, and with no surprise. In 1968, Carling Brewing Co. 
was one of the country’s top brewers in terms of volume, with seven plants including Tacoma. In 1969, the Tacoma facility produced 
about 21.7 million gallons per year, which was 155,000 gallons over their rated annual capacity. Edwin S. Coombs, Jr., western vice 
president for the Carling Brewing Co., said the Tacoma plant would be adding fermenting tanks among other things to help augment 
production.14 (Although Carling owned the brewery, local newspapers often referred to it as the Carling-Heidelberg brewery or brewing 
plant, keeping part of the heritage in the name.)

The north end of the present building was added in 1961, during the Carling Brewing Co.’s ownership, as a keg washing and rack room. 
McKasson Brothers Construction Co. served as the contractor.15 

In 1975, Carling merged with another major brewing corporation, National Brewing, to form Carling National. Shortly after acquiring 
Carling National in 1979, G. Heileman Brewing Co. closed the Tacoma plant.16 Heileman Brewing also owned the Rainier Brewery in 
Seattle. The closure of the Tacoma plant was part of a larger pattern of corporate brewing consolidations happening nationwide.17 

1980 – 2018
By at least 1986, JET Equipment and Tool occupied the building. In 1999, glass artist Dale Chihuly purchased the building. Local lore 
says he used it for storage as well as creative space, renting low-cost studios to local artists. In 2011, most of the former Heidelberg 
(Columbia) brewery complex across Hood Street was demolished, with the exception of the southernmost structures. In 2015, Chihuly 
sold the 2101 Jefferson Ave building to 7 Seas Brewing and the former warehouse and shipping depot regained a role in Tacoma’s 
brewing scene. 
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Endnotes

1  Building permit for the new Columbia Breweries warehouse issued to Ketner Brothers, contractors. Tacoma News Tribune, 30 June 1949, D4. A photocopy of a 
historic, undated site map labels the nominated building as Building F with a construction year range of 1949-1953. The map was found with original construction 
drawings in the building, courtesy of the owners. 
2  “Columbia Breweries Expanding: Biggest Plant in NW Building $120,000 Bottling Shop,” Tacoma Daily Ledger, March 30, 1936.
3  “City Is NW Beer Port,” Tacoma News Tribune, 16 October 1939.
4  “Columbia Breweries’ Beer and Ale Sold in 4 States,” Tacoma News Tribune (?), early 1948 article, clippings file, Northwest Room, Tacoma Public Library.
5  The name change appears to have become widely accepted and used by about 1954, from newspaper articles. 
6  “Columbia Expands, Straight Up,” Tacoma News Tribune, 4 March 1953, C1.
7  “Columbia Breweries Expands Warehouse,” Tacoma News Tribune, 2 November 1952, C14.
8  Ibid.
9  “Columbia Expands, Straight Up,” Tacoma News Tribune, 4 March 1953, C1.
10  “Heidelberg Triples in Size in 7 Years,” Tacoma News Tribune, 3 September 1954, C16.
11  The sale year has also been reported as 1958. 
12  “Tacoma Has Carling’s Only Coast Plant,” Tacoma News Tribune, 7 September 1959.
13  The five other Carling breweries included Boston, Atlanta, Frankenmuth (MI), Belleville (IL), and Cleveland. “Big Growth Seen for Carling’s Brewery Here,” 
Tacoma News Tribune, 26 April 1959.
14  “C-H Brewing Plant at Record Level,” Tacoma News Tribune, 23 January 1969.
15  “1,800,000 In Construction Planned Here,” Tacoma News Tribune, 15 January 1961.
16  “Heidelberg’s Tacoma Cup Runneth Dry,” Tacoma News Tribune, 28 March 1979; “Heileman to Buy Carling Brewery,” Tacoma News Tribune, 9 March 1979.
17  “Heidelberg Brewery to Close,” Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 29 March 1979.
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Historic Photographs and MapsHeidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, updated through c1965. North is to the left. Shows warehouse and shipping depot with north addi-
tion (1961), pumphouse (south end of lot). Source: Tacoma Public Library, Northwest Room. 

1912-1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map detail. North is to the left. Shows the site of the future warehouse and shipping depot, 
before it was built. Arrow points to the future location. Note the Columbia Brewing Co. complex. Source: Tacoma Public Library, 
Northwest Room. 
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Historic Photographs and MapsHeidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

November 1952 image (top) of the warehouse's expansion in progress and sketch (bottom) of the project, looking southwest. 
Compare to c1949 image previous. Source: Tacoma News Tribune, courtesy of the Tacoma Public Library, Northwest Room.

Circa 1949 sketch of the Heidelberg Brewery plant, including the proposed warehouse and shipping depot building (arrow indi-
cates), with original massing. Looking southwest. Source: Tacoma Public Library, Northwest Room, clipping files. 
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Historic Photographs and MapsHeidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

March 1953 image of the warehouse and shipping depot's expansion in progress. Looking SW. Note the Heidelberg Shipping 
Depot lettering. Railroad tracks in foreground. Source: Tacoma News Tribune, courtesy of the Tacoma Public Library, Northwest 
Room.
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Historic Photographs and MapsHeidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

ca.1950s plat map, showing the entire brewery complex. Warehouse and Shipping Depot at left. North is top. Source: owner's 
collection.
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Historic Photographs and MapsHeidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

ca.1954 site map, showing the brewery complex. Warehouse and Shipping Depot (Building F) at left. North is top. Source: 
owner's collection. 
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet C1
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet A1
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet A2
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address



Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet A3
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet A4
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet A5
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet S1
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
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Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet S2
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address



Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet S4
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address



Original & Previous Alteration(s) Drawings

1952, Sheet S5
Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address



Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address

Index to current photos:

CP1 Northwest corner, looking southeast. Intersection of S. 21st and Jefferson.
CP2 North facade, along S. 21st Street.
CP3 Northeast corner, looking southwest. Note railroad tracks along Hood Street (left).
CP4 Looking NW along Hood St., showing partial S & E facades. Former NPRR spur track entered east wing, atop embankment. 
CP5 Partial east facade, at south end of building. Overhead conveyor bridge at left. 
CP6 SE corner, looking NW. Overhead conveyor bridge over Hood St.
CP7 Site, looking north along Hood St. and  railroad tracks.
CP8 Looking south from loading bay, south end. Pumphouse in background, at edge of paved area. 
CP9 Southwest corner, looking northeast along Jefferson Ave.
CP10 Looking northeast, showing partial west facade.
CP11 Looking southeast, showing partial west facade (along Jefferson Ave). Main entry at center.
CP12 Detail, northeast corner of main building portion, looking southwest.
CP13 Looking west across loading bay, south end of building.
CP14 Detail of catwalk and end of overhead conveyor bridge, inside loading bay. Looking up and southeast.
CP15 Main (west) entry lobby, looking west.
CP16 Main (west) entry lobby, looking northeast.
CP17 Taproom, 2nd floor. Looking southeast.
CP18 Detail of west wall, Taproom. Note ribbon windows. 2nd floor.
CP19 2nd floor, looking south. Brewing space.
CP20 2nd floor, looking southeast. Brewing space and freight elevator.
CP21 1st floor, looking east. 
CP22 1st floor, looking south.
CP23 Circular, steel staircase between 1st floor and basement.
CP24 Basement, typical finishes.
CP25 1st floor, south end of building looking north. Added storage cooler (left) and previously added, non-historic 2-story office 
space (right). 
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Current Photographs

CP1. Northwest corner, looking southeast. Intersection of S. 21st and Jefferson. 

CP2. North facade, along S. 21st Street.

All current condition photos taken March 2018 by Susan Johnson, 
Artifacts Consulting, Inc.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP3. Northeast corner, looking southwest. Note railroad tracks along Hood Street (left).

CP4. Looking NW along Hood St., showing partial S & E facades. Former NPRR spur track entered east wing, atop embankment.  

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP5. Partial east facade, at south end of building. Overhead conveyor bridge at left.  

CP6. SE corner, looking NW. Overhead conveyor bridge over Hood St.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP7. Site, looking north along Hood St. and  railroad tracks.

CP8. Looking south from loading bay, south end. Pumphouse in background, at edge of paved area. 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP9. Southwest corner, looking northeast along Jefferson Ave. 

CP10. Looking northeast, showing partial west facade.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP11. Looking southeast, showing partial west facade (along Jefferson Ave). Main entry at center.

CP12. Detail, northeast corner of main building portion, looking southwest. 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
Property Address
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Current Photographs

CP13. Looking west across loading bay, south end of building. 

CP14. Detail of catwalk and end of overhead conveyor bridge, inside loading bay. Looking up and southeast. 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Tacoma, WA 98402
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Current Photographs

CP15. Main (west) entry lobby, looking west. 

CP16. Main (west) entry lobby, looking northeast.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
Property Name (Historic)

2101 Jefferson Ave
Tacoma, WA 98402
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Current Photographs

CP17. Taproom, 2nd floor. Looking southeast.

CP18. Detail of west wall, Taproom. Note ribbon windows. 2nd floor.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Current Photographs

CP19. 2nd floor, looking south. Brewing space.

CP20. 2nd floor, looking southeast. Freight elevator.

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Current Photographs

CP21. 1st floor, looking east. 

CP22. 1st floor, looking south. 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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Current Photographs

CP23. Circular, steel staircase between 1st floor and basement.

CP24. Basement, typical finishes.
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Current Photographs

CP25. 1st floor, south end of building looking north. Added storage cooler (left) and previously added, non-historic 2-story 
office space (right). 

Heidelberg Brewing Co. Warehouse and Shipping Depot
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This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Officer with any questions at 253-591-5220.   
 
PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

11/2008 

Property Name 

Historic 301, 309, 311 and 323 Puyallup Ave Common Trecento Block 
    

Location 

Street Address       Zip       

Parcel No(s). 2071190071  Legal Description and Plat or Addition:  Section 09 Township 20 Range 03 Quarter 12 
TACOMA LD COS 1ST L33 THRU 37 B7119 & 7120 TOG/W POR OF L32 B7120 MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESC AS FOLL COM AT INTER OF C/L OF E “C” ST WITH C/L OF PUYALLUP AV THEN N 07 DEG 
31 MIN 46 SEC W ALG C/L OF E “C” ST 190 FT TH N 82 DEG 28 MIN 21 SEC E 190.24 FT TO 
POB TH N 07 DEG 31 MIN 25 SEC W 16.35 FT TH N84 DEG 59 MIN 14 SEC E 100.31 FT TH N 
88 DEG 08 MIN 43 SEC E 32.15 FT TH S 07 DEG 31 MIN 29 SEC E 8.80 FT TH S 82 DEG 28 
MIN 21 SEC W 132.26 TO TRUE POB APPROVED COMB BY CY OF TAC PLANNING DEPT 1/29/18 
COMB OF 207119-007-0, 207119-008-0,207119-006-0, 207120-005-1, 207120-006-0, 
207120-007-0 & 207120-008-0 SEG 2018-0385BB 2/16/18 BB 

 

Nominated Elements 
 
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 
 

 Principal Structures  Site 
 Historic Additions  Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

 Ancillary Buildings/Outbuildings  Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 
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Owner of Property 

Name Montagnevetta LLC 

Address 301 Puyallup City Tacoma State WA Zip 98421 

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? Yes  No  
     

Form Preparer 

Name/Title Marshall McClintock Company/Organization Historic Tacoma 

Address 701 North J Street City Tacoma State WA Zip 98403 

Phone 253-627-4408 Email marshalm@q.com 
 

Nomination Checklist—Attachments 
 $100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer)  Continuation Sheets 

 
 Site Map (REQUIRED)  Historical Plans 

 Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index)  Other (please indicate): 

historic photos, 
newspaper articles and 
maps 

FOR OFFICE USE 

 
Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED):  this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
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Narrative (continued) 

 
 

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
Extent of Changes 
 
Please summarize the changes to plan, original cladding, windows, interior and other significant elements by selecting the choices 
below.  If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the Washington State Historic Property Inventory 
Form.  These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 
 

 Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes  No  Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 

fixtures) Yes  No  

Original cladding Yes  No  Other elements Yes  No  

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes  No     
     

Physical Description Narrative 
 
Describe in detail the present and original (if known) physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics (use 
continuation sheets if necessary). 
See Appendix I: Site Map and Appendix II: Physical Description Narrative 
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PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Criteria for Designation 
 
Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documentary evidence included in this nomination form. 
 

 A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

 B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

 D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

 E Is part of, adjacent to, or related to an existing or proposed historic district, square, park, or other distinctive area which 
should be redeveloped or preserved according to a plan based on a historic, cultural, or architectural motif; or 

 F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 

 
  

 
Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction 
1919, 1924, 
1926, 1937 Other Date(s) of Significance n/a 

Architect (s) See Appendix III Builder See Appendix III Engineer n/a 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places.  Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph (use continuation sheets if necessary).  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that is 
already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 
See Appendix III: Statement of Significance and Appendix IV: Figures 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

Appendix I: Site map 

 
Site map showing the north side of the 300 block of Puyallup Avenue, outlined in red. Source: DART 

 
Site map detail. Source: DART
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

Appendix II: Physical Description Narrative 

Site 

Located in the industrial area in the east end of Tacoma known today as the Dome District, the Trecento 
block spans the north side of the 300 block of Puyallup Avenue between East C and East D Streets. The 
block’s four buildings represent the automotive and industrial history of this area. Oriented south (front) 
to north, this block sits near the city’s transit hub for light and heavy rail transportation. One block south 
on East D Street is Freighthouse Square (formerly the Milwaukee-St. Paul Railroad freight houses, built 
in 1909), which also now houses the Amtrak station. In addition, the Dome District Station of Tacoma’s 
LINK light rail, which runs through downtown, sits across East 25th Street. The Tacoma Dome is situated 
prominently several blocks further south along East D Street. 

The topography in this neighborhood is strongly sloping down towards the Thea Foss Waterway. 
Situated on a substantial northward slope, the mostly one-story buildings of this half block have full 
basements accessed from the rear. The rear area beyond the buildings consists largely of a continuous 
asphalt parking area from the buildings to the railroad property line. At the east end, the East D Street 
Overpass, completed in 2006, rises abruptly within about 5 ft. of one of the buildings. 

 

301 East Puyallup – Grease Spot #3 
(See Figures 7 – 12 in Appendix IV) 

In 1924 architect Charles Frederick W. Lundburg designed this two-story building with basement for 
Samuel E. Allen as an automobile service station and business offices. Designed in a Mission Moderne 
style, its defining features are a sleek modern look with smooth stucco and flat roofs. The otherwise 
restrained ornamentation emphasizes the black and white checkerboard pattern at the second floor 
cornice and its large medallion. The parapet decoration on the main building and east wing references 
the Mission Revival style.1  

The foundation and basement walls are poured concrete with a stucco veneer. The first and second 
floor is wood frame with a stucco veneer. All windows and doors are set within the wall opening without 
trim. The front (south) façade consists of a two-story, central block with one-story wings on either side. 
Originally the wings were automobile garages with open bays; the east wing is about 30 ft. wide while 
the west wing is about 18 ft. wide.  

The central building sits about 26 ft. proud of the east wing, which retains its original size. Between 1946 
and 1953, the west wing was built out so that it is now flush with the front of the central building. Also, 
the automobile drive-through, originally inset in the central block, was also enclosed. It now serves as 
the entrance to the central building. It has double glass doors with fixed transom above and is flanked 
by two large display windows with sliding transoms. A thin, flat steel canopy projects from the central 
building and attaches to second story with three cables.  

                                                           
1 History Colorado, Architectural Style Guide, www.historycolorado.org/architectural-style-guide. Accessed 
03/13/2018. 

http://www.historycolorado.org/
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

The second floor front has two large, double hung wood windows. The east façade of the second floor 
has three narrow, double-hung wood windows and one short, double-hung bathroom window. The west 
façade has four narrow, double-hung wood windows. The second-floor parapet is decorated with a 
boxed molding at the roofline and at the coping forming a distinctive band. It is incised into the stucco 
and painted with a black and white checkerboard pattern. On the front façade, this band is interrupted 
at the center with a semi-circular medallion within which is a painted red five-point star. 

The east wing has a modest curvilinear parapet with semi-circular medallion, below which is an incised 
horizontal panel running the length of the wing. A logo and business name are painted in medallion and 
incised panel. The façade has a divided, half-light door to the west and a metal rollup door in the large 
bay to the east. Along the eastern property line is a stucco wing wall about 3 ft. high with projecting 
coping, which ends at the street sidewalk in a pier with a large cap and tire stop base. A coped, stucco 
wall about 5 ft. high begins at the southeast corner of the central block and extends about 15ft between 
three capped piers. The wall has a decorative leaf motif in the stucco and cutouts filled with small 
decorated translucent panels, which were created by various local artists including Jennifer Holmes, 
John DeWit, Henner Schroder and Claudia Reidnerin. A two-wing, metal rod gate crosses the drive to a 
pier at the wing wall. 

The west wing is flush with the front of the central building. Its parapet is flat and covered with flashing. 
The west side entry has a pair of French doors with a transom. To the east is a fixed display window with 
sliding transom. At the wing’s east edge is a flush service door leading to a trash room. Matching the 
wing wall at the property’s east side, a 3 ft. stucco, wing wall with projecting coping extends from the 
west-most edge of the front façade to the street sidewalk and ends with a capped pier.  

The west façade features two consecutive ribbons of three large, fixed windows. A projecting 
stringcourse runs beneath the window ribbons. Below the stringcourse is a line of three incised 
horizontal panels. Below the panels are five small original, fixed basement windows. The leader head 
and downspout to the south mark the original extent of the west wing.  

The rear (north) façade has seen the most change. It has no parapet. The second floor of the central 
building has two doorways, each with French doors, opening onto a small, steel-frame balcony. Directly 
below on the first floor level are two, double casement windows. At the basement level is an 
automotive bay filled with a French door and relights on both sides with a transom across all three.  

The first floor rear of the east wing has two sets of three large windows, each with a double-hung, one-
over-one window in the center and two fixed windows on either side. At the eastern end of the 
basement level is a second bay that now is filled with two fixed, double-hung, nine-over-nine windows. 
To the west is an automotive bay with a glazed roll-up steel door. 

The first floor of the west wing has a ribbon of four large windows across the rear façade. While the two 
inner windows are fixed, those at each end are double-hung, one-over-one windows. At the basement 
level is an automotive bay with a glazed roll-up steel door.  

Alterations 

This building’s major alteration occurred between 1946 and 1953 when the west wing was built out 
flush with the main building and the automobile drive-inset under the main building was enclosed. 
Initially an array of four display windows covered the front façade of the west wing. A similar array of 
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four display windows covered the front façade of the first floor of the main building with a doorway at 
the southeast corner (See Fig. 16). By 1977 an automotive bay with garage door took the place of the 
two west-most windows on the front façade of west wing (See Fig. 17).  

Beginning in 1995, the current owners began to restore the building using historic photographs. For the 
main building, the medallion in the parapet of the main building was replaced and the main doorway 
was centered with display windows on either side mirroring the original entry in the auto drive through. 
The canopy was restored above. The west wing façade was reconfigured into a double doorway and 
display window. A wing wall at the west edge was added, matching the one on the east side in size and 
from. A wing wall and gate was added from the east front edge of the main building across the front of 
the east wing (See Fig.9). The windows along the first floor of the west façade were replaced. In the rear 
windows (not framing) have been replaced in kind as well as garage doors. It is not known when the two 
doorways on the second floor were added, but the current owners added the French doors and small 
balcony. 

 

309 East Puyallup – Mack International Motor Truck Corporation  
(See Figures 18 – 20 in Appendix IV) 

This commercial building, one story with basement, was constructed in 1926 as the Tacoma branch of 
the Mack International Motor Truck Corporation. Built in the Early 20th Century Commercial style, no 
architect or contractor is known. Like most buildings of this style, it features façade-size display windows 
with its curvilinear parapet as its only ornamentation. Its poured concrete walls consist of party walls on 
the side and openings only in the front and rear walls. Open trusses, spanning the 75 ft. width of the 
building, support a shallow, hipped roof of composition shingles and creates open floor space of 7000 sf. 
with a 22 ft. clearance.  

The front (south) façade has a 9 in. thick reinforced concrete parapet. It is curvilinear and stepped with a 
projecting coping that draws attention to its unique form. The façade is composed of four bays. The two 
west-most bays have large wood-framed display windows. The next bay has a doorway and transom into 
the first floor followed by a non-structural pier and a doorway to a basement stair. The rest of the bay is 
filled with CMU. The east-most bay has an automotive bay with a glazed rollup garage door. A thin, flat 
steel canopy projects across the front above the windows and attaches to parapet above with five, turn-
buckled rods.  

The rear (north) facade has a very simple horizontal parapet with two small steps. The first floor has 
eight pairs of twinned, double-hung, vinyl windows across the back. The basement rear has two 
segments. The west segment consists of two bays, each filled with large, divided vinyl windows and a 
door with a divided transom above. The east segment consists of two bays. One is an automotive bay 
with a rollup door, and the other is filled in with two wood access doors and a large fixed window. A 
fabric canopy covers the east bay supported by three braces attaching to the wall below.  

Alterations 

Over time the bays of the front façade have been reconfigured as display windows or automotive 
entrances depending on business needs. At some point the east center bay of this building was largely 
filled except for the main first floor entrance and a street entrance for the basement. The current 
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owners added the thin canopy across the front of the building. In the rear, windows (not framing) were 
replaced. No new openings were created. 
 

311 East Puyallup – Alloys Motor Parts Manufacturing Corporation  
(See Figures 25 – 31 in Appendix IV) 

Tacoma architect Emanuel J. Breseman designed this one-story with basement building in 1919 as a 
factory space for the Alloys Motor Parts Manufacturing Company. This simple building is an early 
example of poured concrete construction. It has a simple, hipped roof. Designed in the Early 20th 
Century Commercial style, it features façade-wide display windows and little ornamentation.  

The front (south) facade has a simple, low-pitched, stepped parapet with a central flat section and 
sloping sides. It has three bays across the front. The central bay has a centered, French door with 
fiberglass display windows on either side. This bay is covered by a steel canopy attached to the wall 
above by two turn-buckled rods. Above the canopy is a five light transom. The bays on either side have 
two fiberglass display windows with a four light transom above. Located on each of three piers, near the 
top of the display windows, are tile sauwastikas, or left facing swastikas.2 Though painted over, they are 
still visible. 

The east façade is clad with corrugated metal siding replacing similar metal cladding in place when the 
current owners purchased the building. Its original concrete wall consists of three structural openings, a 
large center opening with smaller ones on either side. The infill of these bays has varied over time. 
Currently, the south-most bay has a large display window and two French doors with a four light 
transom across the entire bay. The large central opening has three bays. The first is an infill of studs and 
plywood. The next bay has a combined large, four light window and a glazed roll-up door. The third bay 
has a French door and transom next to a large, eight-light display window. The north-most bay has an 
automotive entrance with a solid, roll-up door followed by a metal double door topped by small awning.  

The rear (north) façade has a simple, flat parapet. The first floor has four, double-hung vinyl windows 
equally spaced across the rear wall. The west side of the basement has a hanging, sliding door across an 
automotive entrance. To the east side are two boarded-up, small entrances. 

Alterations 

The front and east façade bays have been reconfigured as display windows or automotive entrances 
depending on business needs over time. When the current owners purchased the building in 2001, the 
front bays were almost completely filled in and covered with covered with metal siding while the east 
façade was completely filled and covered with corrugated metal siding (See Fig. 40). Using historic 
photographs, they restored the front façade, installing new display windows and adding a small canopy 
over the center bay. The metal siding on the east façade was replaced, and the three structural bays 
were configured into four commercial spaces with doorways and windows. No new openings were cut 
into the concrete. Following a bus crash in 2006, the southeast corner of the building was rebuilt using 
the same design and material as the original (See Fig. 30, 31). New windows were installed in the rear.  
 

                                                           
2 One sauwastika was lost when the east corner pier was rebuilt after an accident in 2006. 
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323 East Puyallup – Reliance Lumber Company  
(See Figures 41 – 46 in Appendix IV) 

In 1937 the major Tacoma architectural firm of Russell, Lance & Muri designed this one-and-a-half story 
building as a retail showroom and offices for the Reliance Lumber Company. Built in a Neo-Colonial 
style, the building features a mansard roof, numerous gabled dormers, and an entrance colonnade, 
giving the building a residential character.  

It is a post-and-bean wood frame construction on a continuous concrete foundation wall. The cladding is 
mixed. The west façade is concrete, intended as a party wall. The south (front) and east facades are 
primarily large display windows. The north (rear) wall and all the dormers are clad in 1”x 12” cedar 
clapboard. The roofs are covered in composition shingles.  

The front (south) façade of the first floor has a decorative wood cornice and fascia with four, fluted 
wood pilasters dividing it into three segments. The center segment has recessed entry reached through 
a triple-arched, wood colonnade. Each arch has an elaborate, vine-decorated cast iron gate created by 
Gunter Reimnitz of Port Townsend, WA. This leads to a deep vestibule with an over-size door and large 
display windows on either side and topped by a divided light transom. Tiles created by local artist 
Claudia Riedener decorate the bulkhead and door surround. 

The windows are placed between structural wood columns set on a concrete bulkhead. The east 
segment consists of three large display windows with original, five-light transoms each. The west 
segment consists of two large display windows with original, five-light transoms. At the west edge is a 
French door with an original, five-light transom and small rain canopy. Cedar clapboard surrounds the 
door. Three gabled dormers are spaced across the mansard roof, each with a single fiberglass casement 
window with four divided lights.  

The east façade has four gabled dormers. The south-most dormer is a joined double dormer with three 
fiberglass, four-light casement windows. The other three dormers, like those in front, have a single, 
fiberglass, four-light casement window each. The first floor is divided into six bays. The first four bays 
have three large display windows each. The display windows in the south-most bay have original three 
light transoms. The display windows in the other bays have original four-light transoms. The middle 
transom in each is an operable, original hopper transom. The fifth bay has a narrow inset vestibule with 
door. The sixth bay is clad in clapboard.  

The west façade is a solid concrete wall. In the roof above are three dormers. The center dormer has a 
shed roof and two fiberglass, four-light casement windows. The two dormers on either side are gabled, 
each with a single fiberglass, four-light casement window like those across the front facade.  

In the center of the roof of the rear (north) façade is a cross gable. The rear is clad in cedar clapboard. A 
pair of French doors with a very shallow metal balcony fills the gable and extends into wall below. 
Originally, this opening was a loading door. The cantilever beam that could be extended to haul up items 
still exists inside.  

The first floor level has three segments. The east segment has two original narrow, six-light, mahogany 
wood, casement windows. Similarly, the central segment has a row of seven evenly spaced similar 
original mahogany windows. The west segment has an original, slightly shorter window, below which is 
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a wide wood door. This entrance is accessed by a concrete staircase with two landings and a wire mesh 
railing.  

The basement level is concrete. At the eastern end is a narrow security window with five horizontal 
metal bars. Next is a French door with small rain canopy. Five similar security windows are evenly 
spaced west of the door. A sixth window about half the size of the rest is located at the first landing of 
the stair. 

In 2006 the East D Street Overpass was built resulting in a major heightening of the street and sidewalks 
at the Puyallup Avenue and East D Street intersection. In 2011 the current owners purchased the 
building. They then installed sheer walls inside the building to allow it to be raised 30 inches to restore 
the relationship between its front façade and the new street sidewalk. 

Alterations 

Between 1977 and 2006, the building lost the decorative balustrades set in the mansard roof above the 
main and side entrances (See Fig. 48). In 2006, Puyallup Avenue was raised to accommodate the East D 
Street Overpass. The current owners added interior sheer walls to stabilize the building and raised it 30 
inches to restore the sidewalk relationship. A doorway was added to the west side of the front façade to 
provide separate entrance to the second floor commercial space (See Fig. 51). A tile surround was added 
to the inset main doorway. Operable, divided-light casement windows replaced non-original single pane 
windows in the dormers. At the rear, French doors replaced solid doors and a small balcony was added 
for safety. The basement windows and doorway were created when the building was raised.
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Appendix III: Statement of Significance 
The four buildings that comprise the north side of the 300 block of Puyallup Avenue are representative 
of the commercial and light industry, especially the automotive industry, found along this section of 
Puyallup Avenue and across the Dome District from the end of World War I to the start of World War II. 
Three of the buildings were designed by noted Tacoma architects. All are examples of the commercial 
buildings found in the American interwar years. Although the buildings have been altered over time, 
they individually and collectively retain a substantial integrity of location, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. 

The period of significance for the block is 1919 to 1953 (original construction and addition). The block 
and its buildings are eligible for the Tacoma Register of Historic Places under the following criteria: 

• Criterion A as indicative of the development of the commercial, automotive and light industrial 
character of Puyallup Avenue and the Dome District during the interwar period. 

• Criterion C as indicative of various types of utilitarian, commercial architecture of the interwar 
period from the elaborate service stations of the 1920s (301) to modest service-bay businesses 
(309 and 311) to a retail store (323). Major Tacoma architects, C.F. W. Lundberg (301), E. J. 
Bresemann (311) and Russell, Lance, & Muri (323) designed three of the buildings, providing 
examples of their work on more prosaic buildings.  

• Criterion F owning especially to the restoration of 301 and 323 Puyallup in the context of the 
continuing neighborhood development and loss of other historic buildings, the block now stands 
out as an intact example of what was once common there.  
 

This block stands as an increasingly rare example of the small automotive and industrial businesses that 
helped fuel Tacoma’s post-WWI economic boom. It is indicative of the growing importance of the 
automobile in Tacoma and the Northwest as well as the importance of Puyallup Avenue and the Dome 
District as a commercial and industrial center for the city. The pattern of businesses over the 20th 
Century and now into the 21st reflects the broad pattern of development of low rise, low density retail 
businesses and light industry across the country. 

Historical Narrative 

Site 

The Dome District comprises the area roughly from the headwaters of the Thea Foss Waterway to I-5 
and between I-705 and the Puyallup River. Originally contiguous with the McKinley Hill neighborhood, it 
was divided by the construction of I-5 in the early 1960s. Known then as the Hawthorn district after a 
local elementary school, the construction of the Tacoma Dome in 1981 demolished the school and gave 
the area its current name.  

With its easy access to Commencement Bay, the area just to the northwest this block was the 1852 
location of Nicholas Delin’s sawmill, the first major industry in what would become Tacoma.1 Puyallup 
Avenue was created in 1884 when the Tacoma Land Company put their first addition to New Tacoma on 
the market. Demand had increased for more industrial land beyond the sound end of Pacific Avenue, 
                                                           
1 T. H. Prosch, McCarver and Tacoma, Seattle, Lowman & Hanford. Pg. 154-155 
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and a new industrial and business area was planned along Puyallup Avenue. By 1890 the area boasted 
flour mills, grain warehouses, shingle mills, woodworking plants, breweries and other industries. 
Extension of NPRR lines to Seattle through this area provided easy rail access, which was enhanced with 
the later arrival of the Milwaukee-St. Paul Railroad with its freight houses a block to the south.  

In 1902, the Puget Sound Electric Railway, the “Interurban” from Tacoma to Seattle, opened. The 
streetcars ran on double tracks the length of Puyallup Avenue heading north. It ran for 26 years, ending 
in 1928 when the automobile became the region’s dominant transportation mode. 

By the early 1920s, the Pacific Highway (Route 99) was largely complete, running from Vancouver, WA, 
to Blaine, WA.1 Although its route into Tacoma would vary over time, especially after the construction of 
I-5, Puyallup Avenue was on its route initially and at later times and remained a truck route for the 
industries located there.2 During the 1920s, Puyallup Avenue became a focus for automotive services, 
such as service stations, garages, tire businesses and truck sales. While automobile showrooms were 
largely located in the “Auto Row” area around Broadway and South 7th Street in the 1920s and 30s, 
Puyallup Avenue hosted some 13 service stations, including the block long Maxwell’s (910 Puyallup Ave). 

Similarly the area was adjacent to large boat builders and woodworking businesses, such as Tacoma 
Boat Building Company, Northwestern Wooden Ware Company, and Wheeler-Osgood Sash & Door, 
located around the headwaters of the Thea Foss Waterway. Additionally, NPRR located a number of its 
shops near East D Street, including a major engine roundhouse.  
 

301 Puyallup Avenue – Grease Spot #3 

Begun about 1880, the large Watson & Olds Flour Mill (later the Tacoma Flour Mill) was located roughly 
north of Puyallup Avenue and between East C and East D Streets in an area now covered by railroad 
tracks. By 1888, J. B. Casebolt’s shingle mill was located at about 301 Puyallup Avenue today.3 From 
about 1892 until about 1904, six narrow, one-story shops occupied what today is identified as 301 and 
309 Puyallup. However, the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of 1892 and 1896 indicate that these shops 
were vacant, perhaps the result of the severe 1893 depression whose effects lasted until 1900.4 In 1904, 
Reliance Lumber took over the Watson & Olds property as their lumber yard. The 1912 Sanborn map 
shows no shops, but instead a wood shed and wood yard that are likely part of the Reliance Lumber 
operation.5 

In 1924 Samuel (Sam) E. Allen of Allen Lubricating Company purchased the three lots at the corner of 
Puyallup Avenue and East C Street for the third of his Grease Spot Automobile Service Stations.6 He 
commissioned noted Tacoma architect Charles Frederick W. Lundburg to design the new station, which 

                                                           
1 Chuck Flood, Washington’s Highway 99, Charleston, SC, Arcadia, 2013. 
2 John Caldbick, “Puyallup Avenue Bridge,” 08/12/2013, www.HistoryLink.org. Accessed 03/09/2018 
3 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1888, pg. 9 
4 Ibid., 1892, pg 9, 1896, pg. 28 
5 Ibid., 1912, pg. 223 
6 His first was located at 3124 N. 26th Street, a 76 gas station today. 

http://www.historylink.org/
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would also have offices for his company. Charles Davidson was the building contractor. The estimated 
building cost was $30,000 and included storage tanks in the rear to hold 23,000 gallons.1 

Designed in a Mission Moderne style, it features the sleek, restrained ornamentation of the Moderne 
style with its smooth stucco, rounded corners and flat roofs, to which is added a touch of Mission 
Revival in the parapet decoration.2 The building had a central, two-story office block with one-story 
garage wings on either side. The two-story block parapet was painted in a distinctive black and white, 
checkerboard pattern with a large medallion filled with Allen’s monogram. The Texaco red, five-pointed 
star logo was located on the smaller parapets of the garage wings. Described as the “finest on the Pacific 
Coast” and “…most beautiful service station in this part of the country” by the Tacoma Daily Ledger, the 
exterior stucco consisted of ground rock and crushed sea shells to give the building an iridescent look.3 
This early period of automobile service stations was dominated by local entrepreneurs like Mr. Allen and 
showed an exuberance of stylistic imagination from teepees, barrels and coffee pots to Craftsman, 
French Normandy and Art Deco styles.4 Lundberg’s Grease Spot is a modernist interpretation of the 
Mission Revival style within this 1920s service station tradition, creating an eye-catching highway 
attraction. 

By the following year, Allen sold the service station to C. A. Richards and Glen C. Malim, and it became 
Richard & Malim No.2.5 They would operate until 1928 when it became G. Howard Molgard Auto 
Service, which in turn became Eddy’s Green Seal Service Station in 1935. In 1938 it became part of the 
GMC Truck dealership located next door at 309 Puyallup Avenue and operated by Mueller-Harkin Motor 
Company. At the same time, Intercity Auto Freight operated out of the building possibly using the 
basement and office space. 

By 1946, Lake Drive Transit, a local bus company, had taken over the entire building. Owned by Aug 
Corsini and Archie A. DeCent, the company’s main office was located at 801 Pacific Avenue while the 
building at 301 Puyallup was the garage and maintenance center. The west garage wing was likely built 
out flush with the central block and the inset drive-through was enclosed at this time. From 1953 to 
1960, it was home to Industrial Rubber & Supply, a wholesale business owned by Ralph J. Smalling and 
selling commercial rubber products such as Firestone Foamex. Although still owned by Industrial Rubber 
& Supply, it was home to Hoover Builders Supply Store from 1961 until 1964. Vacant for some six years, 
Cisco Gonzales leased the street level in 1971 for his Gonzales Motors. In 1997 the current owners 
purchased the building but continued to lease to Mr. Gonzales as they began rehabilitating and restoring 
the building.6 In 2003, he moved his business further down Puyallup Avenue. Today the central building 
and basement areas are a residence, while the east wing houses a massage therapist and the west wing 
an art atelier. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 05/04/1924, pg. G10 
2 Historic Colorado, Architectural Style Guide, www.historycolorado.org. Accessed 03/13/2018. 
3 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 07/27/1924, pg. G10 
4 Chuck Flood, Washington’s Highway 99, Charleston, SC, Arcadia, 2013. 
5 Business occupants based on Polk City Directories for Tacoma 
6 Rick Semple, personal communication.  

http://www.historycolorado.org/
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Biographical sketches 

Samuel E. Allen 
Born in St. Paul, AR, in 1880, Allen came to Tacoma shortly after the turn of the 20th Century. He held a 
series of manual jobs: bellboy, grain harvester, and hotel clerk. Once in Tacoma, he became shipping 
clerk for Wheeler-Osgood Millwork Company. In 1906 he became bookkeeper for the Tacoma Times 
newspaper. By 1912 he had joined the Tacoma News Tribune advertising department, where he 
eventually became circulation manager. In that role, he developed a plan to supply rental delivery 
trucks. In 1919 he bought a service station to service the delivery trucks and then branched out into 
wholesale oil and gasoline. He became the distributor for several large petroleum companies and 
formed Allen Lubricating Company and built a plant with distributor facilities including eventually nine 
service stations. Grease Spot No. 3 was one of them.  

In 1930 he sold all his holdings and a short time later founded the Allenmore golf course (2013 South 
Cedar St.) in partnership with William Dinsmore. Allen became sole owner in 1935. Although he had the 
opportunity several times to sell the property for residential development, he preferred to keep it for 
golf enthusiasts. Allen sold the 206 acre golf tract to Tacoma Elks Lodge No. 174 in 1955. They still 
operate the golf course today.1 In addition to the Elks, Allen was a member of the Tacoma Kiwanis Club, 
the Masonic lodge, and served 32 years on the State Savings & Loan Association.  

Charles Frederick W. Lundberg 
Born in 1882, Lundberg practiced architecture in Tacoma from 1908 until 1947 when he retired. He was 
a junior partner in a firm with Myron Potter & Lundberg in 1908. This partnership lasted only a year or 
two, after which he practiced on his own. In 1913 he entered into a partnership with C. Frank Mahon. 
Both Mahon and Lundberg became registered professional architects under Washington’s “grandfather” 
registration law of 1919. Their firm was unique in offering both architectural design and engineering 
services. Mahon & Lundberg dissolved their partnership in 1923. In 1926 Lundberg partnered with A. 
Frederick Ekvall. In 1929, Lundberg and Mahon reunited to form Lundberg, Mahon & Ekvall with offices 
in Tacoma and Seattle. The firm dissolved in 1947 when Lundberg retired. He died in 1964 at the age of 
82.2 

Notable works include Roberts Brothers Grocery, 1908 (124 N. I), Steam Baking, 1917 (913-15 Center), 
City Transfer & Storage, 1916 (615 Tacoma Ave. S.), Lynn Funeral Home, 1918 (717-19 Tacoma Ave. S.), 
Broadmore Apt., 1929 (431 Broadway), Antone Davis Building, 1916 (2121 N. 30th St.) as well as many 
houses. Religious buildings include: St. Joseph’s Slovak Catholic Church (1912),Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church (1920), Sacred Heart Catholic School (1924), Visitation Catholic Church and School (1912), and 
Holy Rosary Catholic, Seattle (1937).  
 

 

 

309 Puyallup Avenue – Mack International Truck Company 
                                                           
1 Ibid. 01/18/1963.  
2 Eugenia Woo, “Charles F. W. Lundberg” //dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-
preservation-guidance/architect-biographies. Accessed 03/12/2018 
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The earliest business located here was Edward S. Freitch’s blacksmith and wagon shop, operating from 
about 1895 until about 1903. He would move to 319 Puyallup Avenue by 1904. By 1911, Star Fuel 
Company was located at this site. 

The current building was built about 1926 for the Tacoma branch of the Mack International Truck 
Corporation.1 No architect or contractor is known, and the design may be from a pattern book of 
company building designs. Built in the Early 20th Century Commercial style, it is a one-story building with 
basement of poured concrete and a decorative, curvilinear parapet. Its hipped roof is supported by 75 
ft. open trusses, creating a large open space. Also like many Early 20th Century Commercial style 
buildings, it has little ornamentation and features façade-size display windows. Originally it featured 
service bay entrances at both ends.  

By 1933, Sullivan Tires moved from 1932 A Street to this location.2 In 1935, Mueller-Harkins Motor 
Company moved into the building. Mueller-Harkins had been for Tacoma’s Buick retailor for 20 years 
and was now growing its franchise. Having become the Western Washington distributor for General 
Motors Company (GMC) trucks, they located the Tacoma truck sales office and repair shop here. Their 
GMC truck operation would remain at 309 Puyallup until about 1942. Galbraith Motors operated it until 
1947. 

In 1950 Tacoma Radiator & Fender Works moved into the building.3 From 1956 to 1975, Irwin Jones 
Motors was located here, sharing it from 1969 with Custom Body Building in the basement. The 
Salvation Army took over the building from 1979 to 1998. They added a drop ceiling that hid the massive 
trusses. In 1999, the current owners purchased the building and began renovations. Tacoma Bike was a 
later tenant. Currently Grit City Gym occupies the top floor while Old Soldier Distillery occupies the 
basement.  

Biographical sketch 

Mueller-Harkins Motor Company 
Rudolph Mueller and Leo W. Harkins founded the company in 1916, and it became one of Tacoma’s 
largest automotive dealerships. First located at 810 A Street, they later moved to larger quarters at 737 
Broadway in 1917. The next year they moved to 722 Broadway, and in 1923, they enlarged including 718 
and 722 Broadway. They eventually had dealerships in Bremerton, Olympia, Puyallup, Shelton, 
Aberdeen and Chehalis. In addition, they operated the Mueller-Harkins Air Field in what is now 
Lakewood.  

Mueller was born in Tacoma in 1893 to German immigrants. In 1911, he became a bookkeeper at 
Universal Motor Company, a Ford dealership. Muller-Harkins was primarily a Buick dealership but also 
included General Motors trucks. They sold used cars, provided servicing and repairs, and also created an 
investment company to provide car financing. In 1948, Mueller-Harkins opened their striking Googie 
style, Buick dealership designed by architect Silas Nelson at 455 St. Helens Avenue. 

                                                           
1 Tacoma-Pierce County Building Index, Tacoma Public Library. Accessed 03/13/2018 
2 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 07/02/1933, Pg. A8 
3 Tacoma News Tribune, 04/02/1950, Pg. A13 



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places  Appendix III - 6 

Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

Leo Harkins died in 1953, having retired from the business in 1931. Mueller retired in 1953 and sold the 
business to E. H. Brus. Mueller died in 1980 at the age of 87.  
 

311 Puyallup – Alloys Motor Parts Manufacturing Company 

In 1919, Tacoma architect Emanuel J. Bresemann designed this building for Alloys Motor Parts 
Manufacturing.1 Initially it served as a precision metal working factory creating engine pistons. The 
oldest building in this nomination, it is a utilitarian, one-story building with basement of poured 
concrete. The 1 ft. x 8 ft. boards used for the forms give the exterior a “block” look. Like its neighbor to 
the east, it is an example of the Early 20th Century Commercial style. Its minimal decoration includes a 
stepped parapet with sloping sides and a central flat section. The front façade has three bays that over 
time have been various combinations of façade-size display windows and service bay entrances. 
Interestingly, each front pier is decorated with an incised sauwastika, or left facing swastika, associated 
both with Buddhism and Southwest Native Americans.  

The company’s founder was inventor and master machinist, Charles L. van Amburgh, who had received a 
patent in 1919 for a new aluminum alloy, called Tsungani. (See the van Amburgh biographical sketch for 
more on this name.) The factory had a special furnace for melting the alloy ingredients as well as large 
turning lathes and a special cylinder grinder for the precision machining of parts.2 Tsungani pistons were 
very popular and were shipped across the country. The factory was largely a skilled handcraft operation 
still in the early days of the internal combustion engine revolution.  

In 1921, Charles van Amburgh sold his interest in the company to J. T. Gregory and R. N. Nelson.3 About 
that same time, Rollin A. van Amburgh, the secretary-treasurer of the company, had moved to Seattle 
and now worked for Dow Chemical Company on its metal pistons. This may indicate that Charles had 
sold his patent rights to Dow and perhaps other companies. In 1922, the Tacoma factory moved to 625 
East 11th Street where it remained until 1964. 

From 1923 to 1926, Garford Truck Company of Seattle used the building as a sales office. Garford Trucks 
were manufactured in Seattle. They would move to 503 Puyallup Avenue. From 1926 to 1929, the 
building was home to Peerless Yeast Company, and then it hosted a restaurant in 1933 to 1934. In 1936, 
the Mueller-Harkins GMC truck dealership next door expanded into both 301 and 311 Puyallup Avenue.4  
In 1942, it became Galbraith Cadillac.5  

In 1948 Paramount Electric Company moved into the building, and they would continue there until 
1970.6 From 1972 to 1982, Downtown Auto Dealers return the building to an automotive business. In 
1984 the Salvation Army expands into the building from next door, using it until 1995. About 1997, neon 
artist Kevin Russell leases the building. In 1998, he opens the Paradox Nightclub on the main floor, which 
was closed down several times due to complaints. By 2000 he changed the venue into a Christian 
underage club and rented the basement as band practice space.  

                                                           
1 Tacoma Daily Tribune, 09/28/1919. Pg. B7 
2 Tacoma Daily Tribune, 12/04/1919. Pg. B10 
3 Tacoma Daily Tribune, 01/06/1921. Pg. B6 
4 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/15/1936. Pg. A8 
5 Tacoma News Tribune, 01/04/1946. Pg. 1 
6 Business occupants based on Polk City Directories for Tacoma 
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In 2001, the current owners bought the property. From 2002 to 2006 the first floor was leased to 
Barefoot Studios, a dance company. In 2006, a Pierce Transit bus plowed into the southeast corner of 
the building. The front façade from east corner to the first pier, including roof and parapet, was rebuilt 
using compatible materials to match the original. 

Then glass artist Martin Blank, who created the permanent sculpture on the esplanade of the Tacoma 
Glass Museum, leased the space. It was used by Highland Community College to reassemble the 37 ft. 
skeleton of a gray whale. Most recently it has been home to a garden design business, photo studio and 
an art web design company.1  

Biographical sketches 

Charles L. van Amburgh 
Charles L. van Amburgh, inventor and master machinist, was born in Ohio about 1870. In 1912, he and 
his wife Hester and their children arrived in Tacoma from Keswick, CA. He is listed in city directories as a 
“mechanic” and “master mechanic” but no employer is listed. He may have been attracted to Tacoma by 
the skilled work available in the NPRR shops, or perhaps he was refining his alloy invention and 
organizing his new company. Van Amburgh had several patents to his name, including a fluid pump, a 
liquid-fuel furnace, an air-trap, non-refillable bottle, and a greasing machine. In 1919 he received his 
most important patent for the Tsungami alloy (Patent #1300058): a strong, light weight alloy of 
aluminum, copper and tin. Pistons and other engine components of this alloy were much lighter than 
those of iron or steel and experienced minimal expansion when heated.2 In 1921, Charles sold his 
interest in the company and then moved to Long Beach, CA, in apparent retirement.3 

The name “Tsungami” is Kwakiutl for “he who excels.” The Kwakiutl are a Pacific Northwest indigenous 
people located primarily on and around Vancouver Island, BC, and noted for their high art in masks, 
totem poles, carvings, jewelry and fabrics. Also interesting is the sauwastika or left-facing swastika, as a 
building decoration. It is associated both with Buddhism and was also popular among Southwest Native 
Americans. Native American motifs are also found on the company’s brochures. While the use of Native 
American motifs for marketing was common at this time, it is unknown if this case was mere 
appropriation or if some deeper connection may have existed. 

Emanuel J. Bresemann 
Bresemann’s father Gustav emigrated from Germany in the 1860s, and in 1889 opened the Tacoma 
Furniture Factory at 2502 McKinley Avenue. His son Emanuel, born in 1881, became an expert at turning 
and band saw work. He would move to Everett working in millwork factories while taking architecture 
correspondence courses conducted by Tacoma architect Ambrose J. Russell. In 1905 he moved to San 
Francisco and took courses at the Humbolt Evening School under architect John McHenry. He graduated 
in 1908 and formed a partnership with fellow student Eugene Durfee. They moved to Seattle in 1909 
where they operated a successful firm, opening a branch offices in Nanaimo and Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Their best known Canadian work is the Congregational Church in Victoria (1912-13). In 1916 
Breseman opened an office in Tacoma where he would remain for the rest of his career. 4 

                                                           
1 Rick Semple, personal communication, 02/23/2018 
2 Tacoma Daily Tribune, 12/04/1919. Pg. B10 
3 Tacoma Daily Tribune, 01/06/1921. Pg. B6 
4 Nancy Covert, Bresemann, E. J. (1881-1971): Tacoma's architect of schools, HistoryLink.org. Accessed 03/12/2018. 
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Notable buildings by Breseman include Steilacoom Elementary (1915), Sumner’s Dieringer School 
(1921), Puyallup’s McMillan School (1924) and Walker Road School (1935) and Tacoma’s Capt. Robert 
Gray School (1926). He designed several buildings at the Washington Soldiers Home (Orting) in the 
1930s as well as St. John’s English Lutheran Church, 1909 (424 S. I St.), The Manley-Thompson Ford 
agency, 1918 (1302-06 Fawcett Ave.), the F. H. Horsfall Building, 1916 (801-09 S. 38th St.), the Nally Pure 
Food Products, 1929 (409 Puyallup), and Xavier Hall at Pacific Lutheran University (1936). 
 

317-319 Puyallup Avenue 

Although an empty paved lot now, these two city lots did have buildings for about the first 30 years of 
the 20th Century. The 1912 and 1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps show two buildings located here.1 

At 317 Puyallup, Carl D. Glick operated a horse shoeing and blacksmith shop from 1912 until 1921.2 Matt 
Komp and W. C. Dittman continued it until 1925. In a sign of changing times, William J. Matthews 
opened the Ever-Ready Tire Shop here in 1926, which lasted until about 1935. 

At 319 Puyallup, blacksmith John Bader operated a wagon shop in 1906, which continued under various 
owners until about 1920. From 1921 to 1922, Defore Brothers Tire Repair was located here followed by 
Cannon-Desmond Machine Works in 1925. In 1929, Carl D. Glick opened a hardware store here, but it 
appears not to have survived the depression. The buildings appear to have disappeared in the 1930s 
perhaps when the Reliance store was built next door. However, these lots are now associated with 311 
Puyallup property.  
 

323 Puyallup Avenue – Reliance Lumber 

The corner lot at Puyallup and East D Street is one of the longest occupied sites on the block. In 1888 it 
was occupied by a drug store.3 By 1893, B. T. Baker operated a restaurant here, which was taken over by 
William Nellis by 1895.4 In 1902 H. J. Hermsen would open the Sunnyside Saloon here. It would operate 
as a saloon under a variety of owners until 1916 when Washington State banned the sale of alcohol. The 
Tacoma City Directory for 1917 has no category for “saloon” but a capacious new listing of “Soft Drink” 
emporia, including 323 Puyallup. Given its location in an industrial area close to railroads and docks, it is 
likely that it continued to sell alcohol surreptitiously. It would continue as a soft drink emporium until 
1924 when Oreste and Pardella del Chicca opened a confectioners shop. By 1927, however, it had 
returned to a restaurant. It was home to Western Furnaces from 1932 to 1934, after which the property 
was acquired by Reliance Lumber. 

Reliance Lumber began around 1900 with a logging and milling operation on the north side of the 
Nisqually River west of Elbe, WA. Its logging community of Reliance was inundated when Alder Dam was 
built in 1942. Reliance Lumber had a presence in Tacoma since 1904 when it took over the Watson-Olds 

                                                           
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912, pg. 223; 1930, pg. 241 
2 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 10/03/1920. Pg. B4 
3 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1888, pg. 9 
4 Business occupants based on Polk City Directories for Tacoma 
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Flour Mill property, which included most of the land between East C and East D Streets from Puyallup 
Avenue to the Thea Foss Waterway.1  

In 1937, a major fire at the lumber yard precipitated the construction of a new retail and office space at 
323 Puyallup.2 The new building was to house a much larger retail operation. It would not only sell 
lumber and millwork but also hardware, tools, paints and roofing supplies. In addition, the company 
provided house plans, architectural design services, and financing for home construction and 
remodeling. Interestingly, the building would also host The Old Arrow Shoppe, operated by James 
Morgan for his handmade archery equipment.3 As a retail store, it needed a very different look from the 
factory buildings in the lumber yard behind it.  

Reliance hired one of Tacoma’s preeminent architectural firms, Ambrose Russell, Lance Gaston and 
Irwin Muri, to design its new building.4 Lance Gaston was likely the lead architect since he also provided 
house plans sold by Reliance.5 Built in the Neo-Colonial style, the building has a residential character 
with a dominate mansard roof and numerous gabled dormers. The main entrance is through an arched 
colonnade with fluted pilasters at the corners. The large display windows that comprise most of the 
Puyallup Avenue and East D Street facades give it an open, inviting feel.  

In addition to its retail store, the building housed the company offices. Interestingly, Mrs. G. L. Hatchell, 
widow of one of the founders, was the company’s Vice-President and Treasurer. She was one of the few 
female executives in the region at the time and one of the very few in the lumber industry.6 Reliance 
Lumber would continue at this site until about 1956. 

In 1960 the building became the home of Durobilt Furniture and Upholstery. Founded in 1948 by Allen L. 
Scott, it was originally located nearby at 324 East 26th Street. A family-run business, Scott bought the 
323 Puyallup Avenue property for his expanding business’ new home. It would remain at this location 
under his son until 2005 when the city built the East D Street overpass. The city filed for eminent 
domain, forcing the business to move to its current location at 2507 Tacoma Avenue South.  

The current owners bought the property from the city in 2011. The East D Street Overpass construction, 
however, included considerable regrading of the intersection with Puyallup Avenue. As a consequence, 
the Reliance building entrance was substantially below the grade of the new street sidewalk. The 
current owners installed sheer walls in the building interior to stabilize it, and then raised the building 30 
inches to restore the relationship between its front façade and the new street sidewalk. 

 

Biographic sketch 

Ambrose J. Russell, Lance Gaston and Irwin Muri 
Ambrose James Russell (1857-1938) has been called “the dean of Tacoma architects.” At a time when 

                                                           
1 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1912, pg. 241 
2 Tacoma News Tribune, 09/08/1937. Pg. 1 
3 Tacoma News Tribune, 04/25/1939, Pg. C17 
4 Tacoma Daily Ledger, 01/17/1937. Pg. A8 
5 “Gaston C. Lance,” Dept. of Archeology and Historic Preservation, www.dahp.wa.gov/bio-for-gaston-c-lance . 
Accessed 03/13/2018. 
6 Tacoma News Tribune, 09/29/1940. Pg. A10 

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/bio-for-gaston-c-lance
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most American architects were trained by apprenticeship, Russell had a stellar pedigree: the University 
of Glasgow, the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, an apprenticeship with the first American architect with an 
international reputation, H.H. Richardson, and personal friendships with leading West Coast architects, 
such as Bernard Maybeck and Willis Polk. His work, whether large or small, was always elegant and 
innovative, producing some of Tacoma’s most noted landmarks. He was associated with a number of 
architects and firms, including Albert Sutton, Frederick Heath, Walter Spalding, and Everett Babcock. 
Interested in architectural education and professionalism, he created architect correspondence courses 
when in 1919 Washington State required licensing of architects. Russell would form his last partnership 
in 1930 with Gaston Lance, adding Irwin Muri in 1936. Russell died at work in 1938.1 

Some of his noted buildings include the Rhodes House, 1901 (701 N. J St.), Washington Governor’s 
Mansion, 1908 (Olympia), the Rust Mansion, 1905 (1001 N. I St.), the Gower Mansion, 1906 (417 N. E 
St.), the Rust Building, 1911 (950 Pacific Ave.), Perkins Building, 1906 (1101 A St.) Tacoma Armory, 1908 
(715 S. 11th St.).  

Born in 1877 in Bucharest, Romania, to French parents and educated in Paris, Gaston C. Lance lacked 
any formal architectural education. Travelling around Europe, he worked as a blacksmith, machinist, 
draftsman, printer, carpenter, journalist, French teacher and other jobs. He arrived in Seattle in 1908. 
Working at the Morrell Artistic Foundry, he helped produce the statue of Chief Seattle. He is also said to 
have designed the Chinese Pavilion for the Alaska, Yukon & Pacific Exposition. For the next 12 years he 
raised chickens in Lakebay, WA, but he continued to design houses and other buildings. In 1925, H. C. 
Weaver convinced Lance to join his film studio in Tacoma as Art Director and help design the studio’s 
large production stage near Titlow Beach. Turning down several Hollywood offers when the studio 
closed in 1928, he took a job as draftsman for noted architect Ambrose Russell. Recognizing Lance’s 
talent, Russell mentored him and in 1930 made him partner. After Russell’s death, Lance and Muri 
added John E. McGuire to their firm. Lance retired in 1961 and died in 1964.2 

Notable buildings include Teamsters & Chauffeurs Union Hall, 1941 (220 S. 27th St.), Crawford’s Sea Grill 
Resturant, 1946 (505 Broadway). West Coast Grocery, 1946 (1525 East D St.), Vista Manor Apts., 1951 
(319 Tacoma Ave. N.), and Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1954 (601 S. Puget Sound Ave.). 

Irwin Muri moved to Tacoma as a child and graduated from Stadium High School before studying 
architecture at the University of Oregon and later at the University of Washington. He joined the firm of 
Russell & Lance in 1935. The firm of Lance, McGuire & Muri designed a number of apartment, church 
and school buildings in Tacoma.

                                                           
1 Marshall McClintock, “Ambrose J. Russell,” Historic Tacoma. www.historictacoma.org .Accessed 03/17/2018 
2 Michael Houser, “Gaston C. Lance,” Washington Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation. 
www.dahp.wa.gov/bio-for-gaston-c-lance . Accessed 03/17/2018.  

http://www.historictacoma.org/
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/bio-for-gaston-c-lance
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Appendix IV: Figures 

Fig. 1. Trecento block (in red), 1888, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 9. 

Fig. 2. Trecento block (in red), 1892, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 9. 

Fig. 3. Trecento block (in red), 1896, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 28. 

Fig. 4. Trecento block (in red), 1912, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 241 

Fig 5. Trecento block (in red), 1926, Metsker’s Atlas of Tacoma, pg. 70-1 

Fig. 6. Trecento block, 1930, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 223. 

Fig. 7. Front (south) façade. 301 Puyallup Avenue. 

Fig. 8. Detail of restored boxed molding, coping and medallion. 

Fig. 9. Detail of east wing, wall and gate. 301 Puyallup. 

Fig. 10. Detail of west wing and main entrances. 

Fig. 11. West façade, 301 Puyallup. 

Fig. 12. Rear (north) façade, 301 Puyallup. 

Fig. 13. Tacoma Daily Tribune, 05/04/1924, pg. E10 

Fig. 14. 1924, Boland (BU-13099) 

Fig. 15. Tacoma Daily Tribune, 07/27/1924 

Fig. 16. Industrial Rubber & Supply, 1953. 

Fig. 17. Gonzales Motors, 1977. 

Fig. 18. Front (south) façade, 309 Puyallup. 

Fig. 19. Rear (north façade), 309 Puyallup. 

Fig. 20. Interior detail, 309 Puyallup. 

Fig. 21. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 07/02/1933 

Fig. 22. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/10/1935 

Fig. 23. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/31/1935 

Fig. 24. Salvation Army, 1977. 

Fig. 25. Front (south) and east facades. 311 Puyallup. 

Fig. 26. Detail showing tile sauwastika on west-most pier. 

Fig. 27. South end of the east façade, 311 Puyallup. 

Fig. 28. North end of the east façade, 311 Puyallup. 
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Fig. 29. Rear (north) façade, 311 Puyallup. 

Fig. 30. Damage to southeast corner from bus accident. 

Fig. 31. Restoration of southeast corner and parapet. 

Fig. 32. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 09/28/1919, pg. B7 

Fig. 33. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 01/16/1921, pg. B6 

Fig. 34. Bergen Bromley airplane, 1927. 

Fig. 35. 1958 catalogue.  

Fig. 36. Garford Truck Company, 1923 

Fig. 37. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/15/1936, pg. A8.  

Fig. 38. Paramount Electric owners and employees. 1948.  

Fig. 39. Downtown Auto Dealers, 1977.  

Fig. 40. 311 Puyallup when purchased in 2001 by current owners.  

Fig. 41. Front (south) façade. 323 Puyallup Avenue. 

Fig. 42. Tile bulkhead and doorway surround. 

Fig. 43. East façade of 323 Puyallup looking north along East D St.  

Fig. 44. East façade of 323 Puyallup looking south along East D St.  

Fig. 45. West façade 323 Puyallup.  

Fig. 46. Rear façade, 323 Puyallup. 

Fig. 47. Sketch, Tacoma Daily Ledger, 01/17/1937, pg. A8 

Fig. 48. 323 Puyallup Ave. 1958. 

Fig. 49. Reliance ad, Tacoma News Tribune, 04/25/1939, pg. C7. 

Fig. 50. East and rear facades, 1958.  

Fig. 51. Durobilt Furniture & Upholstery Company, 1977.  

Fig. 52. The Reliance building after the 2006 construction of the East D Street Overpass. 

Fig. 53. The Reliance building after being raised 30” to match regraded street. 
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Fig. 1. Trecento block (in red), 1888, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 9. 

 
Fig. 2. Trecento block (in red), 1892, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 9. 
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Fig. 3. Trecento block (in red), 1896, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 28. 
 

 
Fig. 4. Trecento block (in red), 1912, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 241 
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Fig 5. Trecento block (in red), 1926, Metsker’s Atlas of Tacoma, pg. 70-1 

 

 
Fig. 6. Trecento block, 1930, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, pg. 223.  
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301 Puyallup Avenue: Grease Spot #3 

 
Fig. 7. Front (south) façade. View from Puyallup Avenue. Source: McClintock, 2018 
 

 

 
Fig. 8. Detail of restored boxed molding, coping and medallion. In the lower portion  
of the picture is the front edge of the canopy. Source: Semple 
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Fig. 9. Detail of east wing, wall and gate. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 

 
Fig. 10. Detail of west wing and main entrances. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Fig. 11. West façade. View from East C Street. The downspout marks the west wing’s original extent. 
Source: McClintock, 2018 

 
Fig. 12. Rear (north) façade. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Fig. 13. Tacoma Daily Tribune, 05/04/1924, pg. E10 
 

 
Fig. 14. 1924, Boland (BU-13099), Northwest Room Image Archives 
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Fig. 15. Tacoma Daily Tribune, 07/27/1924, pg. G10 

 

 
Fig. 16. Industrial Rubber & Supply, 1953. Note the build out of the west wing and loss of parapet 
ornamentation. Richards Studio (A73996), Northwest Room Image Archives 
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Fig. 17. Gonzales Motors, 1977. Note the original windows along west façade. 
Cultural Resource Survey (BU-2716), Northwest Room Image Archives 

  



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places  Appendix IV - 12 

Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

309 Puyallup Avenue: Mack International Motor Truck Corporation 

 
Fig. 18. Front (south) façade. View from Puyallup Avenue. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 

 
Fig. 19. Rear (north façade). Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Fig. 20. Interior detail, 309 Puyallup Ave. Note the original wood trusses. Source: Semple, 2015 

 

 
Fig. 21. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 07/02/1933, pg. A6 
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Fig. 22. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/10/1935, pg. A10 

 
Fig. 23. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/31/1935, Pg. A11. Note the truss beams. 
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Fig. 24. Salvation Army, 1977. Source: Cultural Resource Survey (BU-2718), Northwest  
Room Image Archives 
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311 Puyallup Avenue: Alloys Motor Parts Manufacturing Company 

 
Fig. 25. Front (south) and east facades. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Fig. 26. Detail showing tile sauwastika on west-most pier. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 
Fig. 27. South end of the east façade. Source: McClintock 
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Fig. 28. North end of the east façade. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 
Fig. 29. Rear (north) façade. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Fig. 30. Damage to southeast corner from bus accident. Source: Semple, 2006 

 

 
Fig. 31. Restoration of southeast corner and parapet. Source: Semple, 2006 
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Fig. 32. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 09/28/1919, pg. B7 
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Fig. 33. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 01/16/1921, pg. B6 

 

    
Fig. 34. Bergen Bromley airplane, 1927   Fig. 35. 1958 catalogue. Source: Ebay 
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Source: Boland (B17384) Northwest 
 Room Image Archives 

 
Fig. 36. Garford Truck Company, 1923. Note the left-facing sauwastikas on the piers. 
Source: Richards Studio (TPL-8612), Northwest Room Image Archives 

 

 
Fig. 37. Tacoma Daily Ledger, 03/15/1936, pg. A8.  
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Fig. 38. Paramount Electric owners and employees. 1948. Source: Richards Studio (D36194-1), 
Northwest Room Image Archives 

 

 
Fig. 39. Downtown Auto Dealers, 1977. Note the configuration of the east façade. Source: Cultural 
Resource Survey (BU-2719), Northwest Room Image Archives 
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Fig. 40. 311 Puyallup when purchased in 2001 by current owners. Note the corrugated steel siding  
across front (painted) and east façade as well as the billboard sign (now removed).  

  



Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places  Appendix IV - 25 

Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

323 Puyallup Avenue: Reliance Lumber Company 

 
Fig. 41. Front (south) façade. 323 Puyallup Avenue. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 

 
Fig. 42. Tile bulkhead and doorway surround created by Claudia Riedener. Ironwork 
branches and birds by Gunter Reimnitz. Source: Semple, 2014 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 43. East façade looking north along East D St. Source: McClintock, 2018 

 
Fig. 44. East façade looking south along East D Street. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 45. West façade. Source: McClintock, 2018 
 

 
Fig. 46. Rear façade. Source: McClintock, 2018 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 47. Sketch, Tacoma Daily Ledger, 01/17/1937, pg. A8 

 

 
Fig. 48. 323 Puyallup Ave. 1958. Note the decorative balustrades above doors on front and east facades 
that are no longer extant. Source: Richards Studio (A116492-4), Northwest Room Image Archives 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 49. Reliance ad, Tacoma News Tribune, 04/25/1939, pg. C7. Note photo 
of Ms. Hatchell, one of the few female executives in lumber at this time. 
 

 

Fig. 50. East and rear facades, 1958. Note the rear upper story loading doors and the low foundation 
(now raised). Source: Richards Studio (A116492-2), Northwest Room Image Archives 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 51. Durobilt Furniture & Upholstery Company, 1977. Source: Cultural Resource Survey (BU-2721), 
Northwest Room Image Archives 

 

 
Fig. 52. The Reliance building after the 2006 construction of the East D Street Overpass. 
Source: Semple, 2011 
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Trecento Block, 301-323 Puyallup Avenue 

 
Fig. 53. The Reliance building after being raised 30” to match regraded street. Also, door at far left is 
added. Source: Semple, 2013 
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APPLICATION FOR DESIGN REVIEW
Permit Number: HDR18-0004

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Building/Property Name:  

Building/Property Address:

Historic/Conservation District:

Applicant's Name:

Applicant's Address:

Applicant's Phone:

Applicant's Email:

Property Owner's Name:

Property Owner's Address:

616 St. Helens North Facade Modifications and East 

Facade Signage

N/A

BOE Architects, PLLC

705 Pacific Avenue Tacoma, WA 98402

2533837762

dboe@boearc.com

PROJECT SCOPE AND DESCRIPTION

  Project Details

Application Type:

Type of Work:

Estimated Valuation:

  Application Checklist

  Features to be Modified:

Commercial

Window or Door Openings

25000.00

Specifications of Materials and Finishes:

Program of Work:



Roof Height:

Roof Pitch:

Roof Material:

Size of Construction:

Window Types:

Window Material:

Window Trim:

Window Locations:

Door Types:

Door Materials:

Door Locations:

  Window Information

  Door Information

Proposed Material:

Exterior Material:

  Building/Roofing Information



  Sign/Awning Information

Existing Signage:

Sign Dimensions:

Sign Material:

Logo and Letter Size:

Lighting Specifications:

No

tbd

Removing or Relocating Signage:

Method of Attachment:

wall mounted bracket



 

 

L E T T E R  O F  T R A N S M I T T A L   
Application for Landmark Preservation Commission Design Review 

 

To: Lauren Hoogkamer, MSUP/MSHP - Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 

From: David Boe – BOE architects, pllc 

CC:     Rane Shaub - Shaub Ellision Co. 

 Kristi Langdon – BOE architects, pllc 

 Kristen Gala – BOE architects, pllc 

Date: 16 April 2018 
 
RE:  Historic Wagner Motors Building 616 St. Helens Avenue, Tacoma WA 98402 
 Application for Landmark Preservation Commission Design Review 
 Updated North Façade Modifications and Tenant Signage 
  
 

Enclosed is the following Updated Application Information for Landmark 

Preservation Commission’s Design Review of the Proposed Modification to the 

Historic Wagner Building: 

1. Updated Project Scope Description with Blade Sign Design. 

2. North Elevation Studies: 

• Revised Mark-up of Modifications on Original North Elevation 

Drawing. 

• Overlay of Proposed Modifications on East/North Elevation current 

photo. 

 

This updated design incorporates comments received from the Commission on 

the Conceptual Design Review per the discussion at the 11 April 2018 Meeting – 

specifically related to the mounting of the tenant blade sign to the North 

Façade and the concern of the exposed kitchen hood ductwork. 

 

If you have any questions on the enclosed materials, please feel free to contact 

us at (253) 383-7762. 

 



 

 

 

616 St. Helens Avenue – North Façade Modifications and Signage 

Design Review/City of Tacoma Landmarks Preservation Commission 

 

 

PROJECT SCOPE DESCRIPTION 

The proposed modifications are to support the installation of a boutique 

restaurant in the last remaining vacant space within the building – the 25-foot 

wide x 120-foot deep two-story space located at the North side of the Historic 

Wagner Motors Building. 

 

A. St. Helen’s Building Façade (East Elevation) 

The front façade renovation completed in 2016 restored the window and door 

configuration back to the original design that incorporated two entrances – the 

main building entry and the ‘car door’ entry to the right/North of the main entry 

(this ‘car door’ was used to bring automobiles in and out of the showroom – 

please see historic photos in the enclosed Historic Places Nomination Form from 

2000).  This ‘car door’ entry location will be the main entry for the restaurant 

tenant.  No change or modification to this main façade is proposed other than 

the addition of a blade sign for the restaurant – however it is proposed that this 

tenant sign will be attached to the building at the North Elevation (side 

elevation) so no modification of the existing terra cotta tile is required. 

 

Restaurant Signage:  The original building specifically designed a location for a 

single occupant business signage on the building with an inlaid signage ‘frame’ 

at the center of the St. Helen’s façade (this signage frame is the location of the 

main building tenant’s sign – Artist & Craftsman Supply).  The building and 

adjacent structures have had a wide variety blade signs over the years with 

perhaps the most notable being the Marina Market large blade sign – replete 

with suspended Evinrude outboard motor.  Penetrations through the original 

terra-cotta tile shows that blade signs were attached at the main piers of the 

building over the years. 

 

The proposal is to incorporate a new blade sign at the very Northeast corner of 

the building and as noted above, attached to the North Elevation so as not to 

change the existing St. Helen’s façade.  This location is chosen as it will not 

visually obstruct the view to the main tenant signage within the inlaid signage 

frame and allows mounting the blade sign to the side wall (and thus no 

modification of the existing St. Helen’s façade is necessary). 

 

The proposed blade sign option is akin to the previously mentioned Marina 

Market pendant sign – but on a smaller scale.  The height of the sign is proposed 

to have the top horizontal at the same height as the top of the main façade 

window arch tracery and aligned with the proposed new opening penetrations 

along the North façade.  The proposed sign will meet the City’s sign code for 

total area (37.5 sf of total sign face) and within the maximum cantilever over the 
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sidewalk (6-feet).  The sign is proposed to have a black metal cabinet and 

internally illuminated with vinyl faces to keep the design as visually clean as 

possible (please see attached design sketch). 

 

B. North Elevation 

While the St. Helen’s Façade is designed with symmetry and balance, the North 

Façade is utilitarian with window placement derived from the location of former 

adjacent building roof structures.  As you can see from the original drawing for 

the façade, the window placements have no consistent relationship even to the 

exterior wall pilasters.  

 

Exit Door: Due to the building code requirement to provide 2 means of exiting 

from the restaurant space, the addition of an interior stair discharging to an 

exterior exit is required.  The elevation of the grade along the North Elevation is 

approximately 7.5-feet higher than the interior floor level of the restaurant.  Due 

to utilities lines running along the North Façade, an exterior stairway well is 

unfortunately not an option to provide this code required secondary means of 

exiting. 

 

The secondary exit is proposed to be a metal frame and door incorporating a 9-

pane vision panel.  The West edge of this door opening is proposed to align 

vertically with the jamb of the small window on the upper floor above.  As an exit 

this door is required to have an exterior light and we are proposing a wall 

mounted down-light (this arrangement is similar to the previously approved 

second exit for the two existing tenants along the South Elevation). 

 

Since there is the requirement for a secondary exit, the restaurant is proposing to 

develop an outdoor patio seating area at this upper level (and thus why 

incorporate a vision lite in the door for two-way access). 

 

Clerestory Lights:  To provide additional natural light to the restaurant space, 

additional fenestrations are proposed along this North Elevation.  These would 

consist of three new openings infilled with 8” x 8” glass block in order to keep the 

industrial functional appearance of this façade and allow filtered light into the 

restaurant space below.  The top of the new openings would align with the top 

of the St. Helen’s Arched Windows with a sill that is approximately the same 

height as the St. Helen’s main horizontal transom at the base of the arched 

windows (so the interior has common horizontal datum lines for the fenestrations 

within the space).  The layout horizontally is based on a combination of interior 

and exterior alignments.  The middle opening is centered between exposed 

concrete piers to coordinate with the interior bar layout.  The relationship of this 

opening to the interior pilasters is then repeated for the offset of each of the side 

windows.  The end result is to achieve an asymmetrical balance to the openings 

within the concrete wall along this North Facade. 
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Exposed Mechanical Ductwork:  The restaurant requires two separate grill 

exhaust/make-up air systems due to the restaurant's menu having items that 

requires both a gas and a charcoal grill (and thus two separate make-up air 

systems as well).  If the ductwork cannot be incorporated within the building, the 

exterior ductwork will be located to the West of the new exit door and centered 

between the two existing windows of the upper level.  In order to reduce the 

visual impact of the building systems, it is proposed to locate the air intake and 

hood exhaust elements on the roof-top so they can be visually screened by the 

existing building parapet.  It is also proposed to use a combination of spiral and 

rectilinear ductwork to help reduce the scale impacts.  The spiral ducts are 

proposed to be located either side of the center rectilinear ductwork.  The spiral 

duct work is proposed to be a natural aluminum finish with the rectilinear duct 

work painted a ‘sky gray’ color. 

 

Wall Mural:  The wonderful wall mural was contracted by the City of Tacoma with 

the understanding that the mural was only a temporary installation.   Upon 

complete of the proposed scope of work, the building owner has pledged to 

work with the mural artists to see how the final North Elevation painting scheme 

can be complimentary to the existing artwork. 

 

 

End of Project Scope Description 
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APPLICATION FOR DESIGN REVIEW
Permit Number: HDR18-0003

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Building/Property Name:  

Building/Property Address:

Historic/Conservation District:

Applicant's Name:

Applicant's Address:

Applicant's Phone:

Applicant's Email:

Property Owner's Name:

Property Owner's Address:

2105 South C Street Robinson Noble Business Sign

2105 S C ST

N/A

Drewe Warnock

2105 South C STreet Tacoma, WA 98402

2534757711

dwarnock@robinson-noble.com

HORIZON COMMERCE PARTNERS LLC

PROJECT SCOPE AND DESCRIPTION

  Project Details

Application Type:

Type of Work:

Estimated Valuation:

  Application Checklist

  Features to be Modified:

Commercial

Sign or Awning

2336.67

N/A

Specifications of Materials and Finishes:

Top layer will be adhered to bottom layer with 3M VHB tape

Bottom Layer: 1/4" aluminum sheet, Waterjet cut with powdercoat and clear coat 

protective finish

Program of Work:

N/A



Roof Height:

Roof Pitch:

Roof Material:

Size of Construction:

Window Types:

Window Material:

Window Trim:

Window Locations:

Door Types:

Door Materials:

Door Locations:

  Window Information

  Door Information

Proposed Material:

Exterior Material:

  Building/Roofing Information



  Sign/Awning Information

Existing Signage:

Sign Dimensions:

Sign Material:

Logo and Letter Size:

Lighting Specifications:

No

39.42" tall by 58.98" wide for a total square feet of 16.14.

aluminum base with DiBond adhered to the top

N/A non-illuminated

The lettering is 6.92" tall and max length is 58.98". The 

Removing or Relocating Signage:

N/A the space is currently empty

Method of Attachment:

The sign will be secured to the building using 3/8" X 3" lags.



4/19/2018 Record View Detail Portlet

https://av.accela.com/portlets/spa/dashboard.do#/spaces/04091 1/1

Permit #
HDR18-0003

Opened Date
03/26/2018  

Permit Status
Plan Review in Process

Permit Type
Permits/Historic/Design Review/NA

Permit Subtype

Description  *
Our firm is located in the J.E. Aubry Wagons Building located at 2105 South C Street in Tacoma. We would like to install a non-illuminated sign of our company logo which is comprised of an aluminum base w
DiBond graphics adhered to the aluminum. The sign will be installed with pin mounts 1/4" from the building. The building has a frontage total of 50 linear feet and front entrances face west. 
 
The sign will be a total of 16.14 sq ft. Letters are 6.92" tall, the logo is 18"H by 19.69"W, total height is 39.42", and total width is 58.98". The design is attached with all of this information as well. The sign will 
secured to the building using 3/8" X 3" lags.  
 
The building is currently painted a darker brown color. The lettering on the sign (Robinson Noble with a thin white bar separating the two) will be white to increase contrast. Our logo is framed in white.  
 
If approved, Plumb Signs will be assembling the sign and installing it above our front door using a boom truck.

check spelling

 

Record Assigned to Department    Current Department
Historic Review

Record Assigned to Staff    Current User
Lauren Hoogkamer

Assigned Date
 

Total Invoiced
0.00

Total Paid
0.00

Balance
0.00

Job Value
2,336.00

Created By ACA
Yes

Menu Save Reset View Log Reports Help
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ROBINSON NOBLE - TACOMA 2105 SOUTH “C” STREET, TACOMA, WA  9840226390-4507
PROJECT INSTALL LOCATION APPROVED BY/DATE SALES

DRAWN BY START DATE

CARIN TAYLOR

JAMEY CARTER 22.JAN.2018

1” = 1’
SCALE SHEET

1 1OF
UPDATED

R2 - 02.FEB.2018

DESIGN

PROPRIETARY AND CONFIDENTIAL: COPYRIGHT © 2018 PLUMB SIGNS, INC.THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DRAWING IS THE SOLE PROPERTY OF PLUMB SIGNS. ANY REPRODUCTION IN PART OR AS A WHOLE, WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF PLUMB SIGNS IS PROHIBITED.

CONCEPT/RENDERING
PHOTO SCALE: +/- 3⁄32” = 1’

FABRICATE AND INSTALL ONE (1) SET OF CUT OUT LETTERS/LOGO

LOGO & LETTERS:
 - 2 LAYER  1/4” SHEETS SANDWHICHED  TOGETHER
    (BOTTOM LAYER IS 1/4” ALUMINUM - PTM PANTONE 7518c)
    (TOP LAYER IS 1/4” WHITE DiBOND + DIGITAL PRINT)

 - INSTALLED PIN MOUNT OFF BRICK BUILDING 1/4” 
                 CENTERED IN AREA ABOVE DOOR (SEE PICTURE)

CUT OUT LETTERS & LOGO (2 LAYER) w/ DIGITAL PRINT

QTY: 1 (SET)16.14 SQ FT

.25” aluminum sheet
Waterjet cut
Powdercoat and clear
coat protective finish
(Color Match: Pantone 7518c)

.25” dibond sheet
white

.25” dibond sheet
white, with digital
print

18.00"

19.69"

6.92"

6.92"

58.98"

39.42"
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 
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APPLICATION FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY  
 
Please include ALL of the following information with your application.  Insufficient application materials will result in a 
delay in processing of your application.  If you have any question regarding application requirements, or regulations and 
standards for historic buildings and districts, please call the Historic Preservation Officer at 253.591.5220. 
 
PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Building/Property Name  Restaurant /Brewery Blocks  

Building/Property Address 2101 C Street/2102 Commerce  

Landmark or Conservation District Union Depot Warehouse Historic District & Conservation District  

Applicant’s Name Horizon Commerce Investors LLC/ Mike Bartlett President  

Applicant’s Address (if different than above) 2125 Commerce Street Suite 200 Tacoma 98402  

 Applicant’s Phone 253-433-5485 Applicant’s Email troy@horizonpartnersNW.com  

Property Owner’s Name (printed) Troy Spurlock (Owners REP)  

Property Owner’s Address      2125 Commerce Street Suite 200 Tacoma 98402  

Property Owner’s Signature   
  
*Application must be signed by the property owner to be processed. By signing this application, owner confirms that the 
application has been reviewed and determined satisfactory by the owner. 
 
APPLICATION FEE 
Please see the fee schedule on page 2. 

Estimated project cost:       
 

Application fee enclosed (please make payable 
to City of Tacoma):       

 

 
  

 
 
 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) is the designated review board to approve or deny proposed changes to 
designated historic buildings and districts. Review criteria are available at the Planning and Development Services Department 
(253) 591-5220 and on the city website.  Information on standards and guidelines can be found in Tacoma Municipal Code 1.42 
(Landmarks Preservation Commission) and 13.07 (Special Review Districts). 
 
 
 
12/18/12
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Application for Design Review 
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PART 2:  INSTRUCTIONS 
New Fee Schedule for 2013 
 
On December 18, 2012, City Council approved a new general services fee schedule that includes new fees for design review and 
demolition review of historic buildings (Res. No. 38588).  The new fees are as follows: 
 

Estimated project cost  Application Fee 
$0 – 5000 
 

$175 

PROJECTS UNDER $1 MILLION  
Each additional $1000 $30 
Maximum fee per review $2000 
Application for Demolition $1500 
  
PROJECTS OVER $1 MILLION  
Minimum fee $3000 
Each additional $10,000 $10 
Maximum fee $4000 

 
General Tips for Modifications to Historic Buildings 
 

1. First contact the proper permitting office to ensure your project is code compliant.  Presubmittal conferences with 
Commercial Plan Review may be required for major projects and should occur prior to Landmarks Commission review of your 
project.  If variances are required for your project, contact the Historic Preservation Officer before submitting your 
application.  Variances or conditional use approvals that may affect the exterior design of the project must be resolved prior to 
Landmarks Commission review.   

 
2. For complex projects, several design briefings to the Landmarks Commission may be necessary.  Contact the Historic 

Preservation Officer to discuss scheduling options.  The Landmarks Commission generally meets twice per month.  Sign 
applications and other simple design reviews generally do not require multiple visits. 

 
3. Projects are evaluated using the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, and any 

applicable Historic District Design Guidelines (if the project occurs within a historic district).  Design Guidelines cover 
areas such as massing, scale, streetscape, signage, awnings and other design elements.  Copies of Tacoma’s guidelines are 
available at the Historic Preservation Office, or online at www.tacomaculture.org. 

 
General Steps for Submitting Applications 
 

1. Begin the application consultation process with Buildings and Land Use (BLUS) to identify code-compliance issues 
and required permits. 

 
2. For large projects, contact the Historic Preservation Office to determine an appropriate schedule for review.   

 
3. Submit completed application and APPLICATION FEE to: 

 
Historic Preservation Officer 
747 Market Street, Room 1036 
Tacoma, WA 98402-3793 

OR Email form to: 
landmarks@cityoftacoma.org  

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The Landmarks Commission meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.  Applications are 
due a MINIMUM of 2 weeks prior to the meeting date you are targeting, so please plan accordingly. Incomplete or missing 
information will delay consideration of your application. 

 

 

http://www.tacomaculture.org/
mailto:landmarks@cityoftacoma.org


Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Application for Design Review 
Page 3 of 5 

 
PART 3:  PROJECT SCOPE AND DESCRIPTION 
Please use the space below to describe the project.  Attach additional pages if necessary.  All proposed changes 
must be included in this description.  Please see NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION CHECKLIST (next page). 

The project involves the rehabilitation of a small one story with basement, concrete walled heavy 
timber building at the corner of C Street and South 21st Street. A new addition heavy timber addition 
of identical size will be added on the rear(east) section of the property with the remaining area on the 
lot converted from surface parking to a terraced outdoor dining area. 
 
The existing 30’ X 40’ building is non-contributing structure within the Union Depot Warehouse 
Special Review area. The lower level is concrete construction which will be retained. The upper C 
Street ground floor level is concrete with sections of clay tile which will be replaced with frame 
construction. The entire north and west elevations of the building will be thin brick clad in a running 
bond to match the exterior treatment on the new addition. New wood frame windows and doors will 
be installed to replace non-original aluminum and metal frame units. The original heavy timber interior 
structural elements in the building will be retained. 
 
A new 30’ X 40’ two story addition will be added. The new construction will be heavy timber, exposed 
on the inside, with wood frame exterior walls clad in thin brick in a running bond. The completed 
existing building and addition will be designed to appear as a single building. Matching wood frame 
windows and doors will be used, and soldier course brick sills, parapet caps and detailing will be 
consistent. The new section will have a 850 s.f. roof deck accessed by an interior enclosed stair that 
will be metal(galvalume) clad as it rises above the roof level. An exposed steel stair climbing down 
the south façade adjoining the 2105 C Street, J. E. Aubry Wagon & Auto Works Building. The east 
facing two story façade will support a projecting brick porch and upper veranda will a shed metal 
(galvalume) roof which repeats the design of loading dock roofs along Commerce Street. Storefront 
scale door and window openings will serve both levels with a primary retail entrance on the north 
edge of the ground floor. A sectional 10’ X 11’ glass door will open the remainder of the ground floor 
wall during fair weather. The wood and metal trim on the openings and exterior stair will be painted a 
graphite gray. 
 
The remaining section of the existing surface parking lot will be enclosed by a low salvaged 
timber/wood fence for outdoor seating. 
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PART 4: APPLICATION CHECKLIST (For sign or awning applications, please go to PART 5). 
 
General Requirements  
 

XX Twenty copies of the application and all supporting documents for distribution 
 

XX Property owner/manager consent 
 

X  Check here to certify that you have contacted the Permit Counter to resolve any potential 
code or zoning issues with your project. 

  

X 
Check here to certify that there are NO PENDING APPLICATIONS FOR A VARIANCE related 
to this application.  If there are any pending variances related to this application, you MUST 
notify the Historic Preservation Office.   

 
Narrative Description Checklist  

 
 

 
General overview of project, including quantities and dimensions of elements such as signs (i.e. 
“one proposed 24 X 60” sign, with 12” extruded plastic letters, to be located on the south façade 
sign band…) 
 

 LIST of features to be removed, replaced or added (if application includes removal or replacement 
of material) 
 

X Specification or product sheets for materials and finishes, if applicable  
 

 Program of work for large-scale or complex projects, if applicable (i.e. scope of work for masonry 
restoration and cleaning) 
 

 
Attachments Plans and graphics submitted for permitting may be used for Landmarks Review if 

materials, products and finishes are clearly indicated on the plans. 
  

X Site plan/locational map INCLUDING adjacent buildings and streets (for any additions or new 
construction).  Note that Building and Land Use Services also often requires a site plan for a 
Building Permit.  See Information Sheet B1 Site Plans (available at the Permit Counter). 
 

X MEASURED floor plans, CLEARLY identifying new and existing features (if applicable) 
 

X MEASURED elevations, CLEARLY identifying new and existing features 
 

 Details of method(s) of attachment for signs, awnings and canopies (if applicable) 
 

X 
 

COLOR photographs of existing conditions (digital is fine as long as it is clear) 

Other Requirements 
 

 Material and hardware samples (in some cases specification or cut sheets may suffice) 
 

 True color paint and/or finish samples, where required by ordinance 
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Part 5:  SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS AND AWNINGS 
 
Instructions for Signs and Awning Applicants 
 
Please include the following with your application: 

 Twenty copies of the application cover sheet and narrative description (pages 1 and 2 of this form) 

 Twenty copies of supporting attachments 

 Graphic rendering of proposed sign (to scale with dimensions indicated, and including any conduits) 

 Photograph of existing building 

 Details of attachment 

 Single set of material samples (if necessary) 

  
Please answer the following questions (if applicable): 
 
1. Are there existing signs on the building? 

 
      

 
 

 
2. If so, will they be removed or relocated? 
 

 
      

 
 

3. Sign Material 
 

       

4. Sign Dimensions 
 

       

5. Logo or typeface and letter size 
 

       

6. Lighting Specifications 
 

       

7. Describe the method of attachment 
and underlying material 
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