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Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Tonie Cook, Landmarks Coordinator 

 
 

Date:       January 9, 2013 LPC  01 /13
Location: 747 Market, Tacoma Municipal Bldg, Room 248  
Time:       5:30 p.m.  

Meeting Time 
Change:   5:30 p.m. 

 
Please note assigned times are approximate.  The Chair reserves the right to alter the order of the agenda. 
  
1. ROLL CALL    
 
2. BOARD BUSINESS 

 
A. Introduction of new Commissioners 
B. Officer Elections 

 
3. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Excusal of Absences   
B. Meeting Minutes – 12/12/12 
C. Summary of Administrative Approvals (December  6. 2012 through January 3, 2012) 

i. 1501 Pacific, Sprague Building – sign face change, Type I, (12/21/12) 
 
4. DESIGN REVIEW 

 
A. 1010 North 11th Street (North Slope Historic District) Michael Everett, Property Owner  5 m 

Exterior cladding (retroactive) 
 
5. CHAIR COMMENTS 
 

  
 
 
Reuben McKnight 
Historic Preservation Officer 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting:  January 23, 2013, 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Bldg., Rm. 248  5:30 p.m. 
 
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are included in the Landmarks Preservation Commission records available to the 
public BY APPOINTMENT at 747 Market Street, Room 1036, or online at http://tacomaculture.org/historic/resources.asp.  All meetings of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission are open to the public. Oral and/or written comments are welcome. 
 

 

 
The City of Tacoma does not discriminate on the basis of disability in any of its programs, activities, or services.  To request 
this information in an alternative format or to request a reasonable accommodation, please call the Community and Economic 
Development Department at 591-5200 (voice).  TTY or speech to speech users please dial 711 to connect to Washington 
Relay Services, or email landmarks@cityoftacoma.org. 
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STAFF REPORT  
 

LPC    0213
January 9, 2013

 
 
BOARD BUSINESS 
 

AGENDA ITEM 2B:  Officer Elections 
 
At the December 12, 2012 meeting, the Commission nominated Ken House to the Chair position and Edward Echtle to 
the Vice Chair position. Per the LPC Bylaws, the election will take place at the start of the next meeting, January 9, 2013. 
 
 
DESIGN REVIEW 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  1010 N 11th Street (North Slope Historic Special Review District) 
Michael Everett, Property Owner 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1890, this Queen Anne style home, located at 1010 North 11th Street, is a contributing structure in the North 
Slope Historic Special Review District.  As part of the North Slope, it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington State and 
National Registers of Historic Places.  The current project is a retroactive application to remove and replace wood 
cladding on three elevations, including wood window trim, and rotten porch posts, porch facing and lattice.  The wood 
corner boards on the front and side of the house were added to match what may have been original or added to the rear.   
The belly band (i.e. dark color in photo) appears to be original to the house and is retained.  The lower half of the house 
siding now matches the upper level new shingles; previously, the shingles were larger, possibly 8-inch size.   
 
The purpose of the project began as a repair but due to miscommunication by the construction worker and more 
deterioration than first planned for, the three elevations became involved. 
 
Previous photos from 1977 and 1996 show that the house has been altered; an enclosed porch was changed to an open 
porch area in 1996.  No cornerboards are visible (or they are difficult to see) in these early photos.  In addition, the house 
exterior will be painted when the weather improves. 
 

1. Project includes repair and replacement of siding on three elevations, including: 

a. Replacement of siding to match inkind the upper siding on the front, side and rear elevations; 

b. Replacement of lower level siding to match the upper siding; the existing siding appeared to be 8-inch 
shingles that may have been installed in the 1950s or 1960s; 

c. Repair and replacement of the porch wood posts to match inkind the existing posts and front deck facing 
(i.e. not the deck) and repair/replacement, including the addition of front corner boards to what appears 
to match the rear (cornerboards).   

2. This project is visible to the public right of way, however, it started as a shingle repair and changed to more 
replacement than originally planned for, due to deterioration. 

3. There have been previous alterations including changing the front enclosed porch to a non-enclosed porch by 
the 1990s.  
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This project was not proposed by Staff for administrative review because of certain visual changes, the primary being the 
reconfiguration of the nonhistoric shingles on the lower story.  

 
STANDARDS 
Design Guidelines for the Wedge Neighborhood and North Slope Historic Special Review Districts 
 
Section III, Guidelines for the alteration of Existing Buildings. 
 
HISTORIC SIDING AND EXTERIORS 
Traditional materials in the used for exterior cladding in the district include horizontal wood siding (including various types 
and dimensions of drop siding and bevel siding), wood shingles and shakes, and, to a lesser extent, brick, stucco and 
half timbering, and stone. 
 
Guidelines for Exterior Siding and Materials 
 

1. Avoid removal of large amounts of original siding. 
 

2. Repair small areas of failure before replacing all siding. It is rarely advisable to replace all of the existing 
siding on a home, both for conservation reasons and for cost reasons. Where there are areas of siding failure, it 
is most appropriate to spot repair as needed with small amounts of matching material. Where extensive damage, 
including rot or other failure, has occurred, siding should be replaced with as close a material and visual match 
as is feasible, including matching reveals, widths, configuration, patterns and detailing. 

 
4. Avoid changing the appearance, pattern or configuration of original siding. The siding type, configuration, 

reveal, and shingle pattern all are important elements of a home’s historic character. 
 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. The home on the property is historically significant as a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic 
District; it was constructed in 1921.  As part of the North Slope it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington and 
National Registers of Historic Places. 

 
2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, 

changes to this building including new construction per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being 
made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 

 
3. During repair of original historic siding, the removal and replacement of all of the existing wood shingles should 

be avoided and, in this case, does not appear to meet the Design Guidelines for the Wedge and North Slope 
Historic Special Review Districts, specifically, Section III, #1, “ Avoid removal of large amounts of original siding”; 
however, the reported extensive deterioration may have necessitated the extensive removal.  
 

4. The new siding on the upper level does match the original siding, thus meeting Guidelines for Exterior Siding and 
Materials,  #4, “Avoid changing the appearance, pattern or configuration of original siding.  The siding type, 
configuration, reveal, and shingle pattern all are important elements of a home’s historic character” 

 
5. The lower level siding appears to have been 8-inch wood shingles which does not match the newly installed 

siding; the new siding matches the new upper level siding.  Guidelines for Exterior Siding and Materials, 
specifically Guideline  #4, specifically states,  “Avoid changing the appearance, pattern or configuration of 
original siding.  The siding type, configuration, reveal, and shingle pattern all are important elements of a home’s 
historic character. The 8-inch siding may have been installed in the 1950s or 1960s; there is no evidence of the 
original siding from photos. 
 

6. The new addition of wood corner boards on the front and side of the house were installed for the purpose of 
matching the rear corner boards, which may have been a previous installation, but may not be original or 
appropriate to the Queen Anne style house. Removal of the corner boards may be a consideration by the 
Commission.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends adoption of the above analysis as findings and recommends approval of the retroactive application by  
the Commission pending consideration of the corner boards. 
 
 
PENDING AGENDA ITEMS 
 
January 23, 2013 
1239 East 54th Street – J.M. Hendrickson Homestead:  boundary adjustment 
1021 North 12th Street:  Deck 
 
February 6, 2013 
Pt. Defiance Pagoda:  site visit 
 
February 13, 2013 
Nominations – Preliminary Meeting 

• Kellogg-Sicker/H.C. Pochert Buildings 
• Historic Pavements (North Slope and Stadium) 

 
*** 
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Members 
Mark McIntire, Chair  
Bret Maddox, S.E., Vice Chair 
Katie Chase 
Edward Echtle  
Ken House 
Jonah Jensen 
Megan Luce 
Daniel Rahe 
Duke York 

 
Ross Buffington, Wedge Neighborhood 
Ex-Officio 
Marshall McClintock, North Slope Ex-
Officio 

 
Staff 

Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Tonie Cook, Landmarks Coordinator 

 
 

Date:        December 12, 2012 LPC    100/12
Location: 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248  
 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: 

Mark McIntire, Chair  
Bret Maddox, S.E., Vice Chair 
Ross Buffington 
Katie Chase 
Edward Echtle  
Ken House 
Jonah Jensen 
Marshall McClintock 
Daniel Rahe 
Duke York 

 
Commission Members Absent: 
Commissioner Megan Luce 
 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Tonie Cook 
 
Others Present:  
 

 
Chair Mark McIntire called the meeting to order at  5:00 p.m. 
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Excusal of Absences 
 
Commissioner Megan Luce was excused. 
 
B. Meeting Minutes 
 
The meeting minutes of November 14, 2012 were approved. 
 
C. Administrative Approvals 
 
The Administrative Review Summary listing projects approved from October 24 through December 5, 
2012  were accepted. 

 
2. DESIGN REVIEW 

 
A. 565 Broadway – Elks McMenamins (Old City Hall Historic District) 

 
Mr. Reuben McKnight presented the staff report explaining that this is an update and follow-up on the 
Elks-McMenamins project revisions. 
 
 

draft 
 
MINUTES 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Community and Economic Development Department 
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He reviewed the Elks-McMenamins project and explained it is in the permitting process.  He noted that 
since the 2010 approval by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, several things have changed.  The 
Elks On Broadway project is no longer proposed, and the 1937 annex will not be removed.  Instead, hotel 
rooms will be included within the Elks Temple. 
 
The following is a summary of approvals and briefings on this project: 
 

Date Action/Discussion 
10/5/10 Landmarks Preservation Commission issued an approval for exterior renovations related 

to the proposed Elks-McMenamins project, including repair, refabrication or replacement 
of certain elements, canopies, ADA access, signs and related elements.  A related 
approval by the Commission allowed for the demolition of the annex, which is a 1937 
addition to the main temple that housed, among other things, a handball court.  This 
approval was issued separately, because the two structures sit on different parcels that 
were under different ownership.  The annex was to be removed as a part of the Elks On 
Broadway mixed use development, which would have bordered the Elks Temple and 
included structured parking and hotel rooms. 
 

9/26/12 New project elements include:   Retention of the 1937 annex, addition of a shed-roofed 
skylight in the center of the roof to allow for daylight into the upper floors of the temple, 
and addition of windows to the north wall of the annex. The Commission requested that 
the skylight should be lowered to parapet level or be redesigned to be bilaterally 
symmetrical, to complement the symmetry of the building, and requested clarification 
regarding a single window on the 4th floor of the annex, which appeared to be out of 
alignment with the other windows in its column.  The Commission directed staff to 
administratively review these changes. 
 

10/10/1
2 

Staff updated the Commission on the project revision process. The overall height of the 
skylight was been lowered substantially, and is now symmetrical with a ridged roof, per 
the Commission’s feedback.  The window that is out of “alignment” is an existing window, 
as are the other fourth floor windows.  The windows on the lower floors are in a different 
alignment due to a code required egress stair at the end of the corridor onto which the 
hotel rooms open.  The location of the stair well was dictated by the 1) the need to access 
the Commerce level lobby, 2) a desire to avoid interrupting the window patterning on the 
front elevation of the annex.  It is possible to relocate the existing window to be in 
alignment with the new windows, if it is an issue.  The Commission had no additional 
concerns and did not request changes to the window pattern. 

 
 
Update and recommendation for consideration follows: 
 
The skylight design, due to cost considerations, is no longer proposed to have a pitched roof.  
However, it is lowered below the parapet level, consistent with the Commission’s previous 
request. 
 
This information is provided as an update as well as to provide a clarification on some of the 
issues discussed at previous meetings.  If there are no additional concerns, no action is required. 

 
There was no discussion. 

 
 
3. Chair Comments 
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Chair Mark McIntire expressed his thanks to many people who influenced his involvement as a member 
of the Landmarks Preservation Commission for the past 13 years and four months. 
 
 
 
 

4. AMENDMENTS 
 

Mr. Reuben McKnight presented the Staff Report on the annual amendments as follows. 
 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission Bylaws may be amended annually by vote at the first meeting 
of December.  The proposed draft Bylaws incorporates the item discussed and recommended by Staff 
and the Commission at the November 14, 2012 meeting.   

  
Notice was mailed to affected property owners on October 4, 2012 as well as October 31, 2012, and 
notice was published in the Tacoma News Tribune on November 7, 2012.  A public hearing was 
conducted on November 14, 2012.  This item is scheduled for Commission vote on December 12, 2012. 

 
An electronic version of the bylaws with the below proposed changes is posted online at 
http://tacomaculture.org/historic/resources.asp   

 
4ai. Amending the Commission Rules and Regulations 

 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission is required to maintain administrative rules per 13.07.070 and 
amends its Rules and Regulations once annually by vote at the first meeting of December.  This item is 
scheduled for Commission vote on December 12. 

  
The following is a description of the proposed amendments. 

 
 Page 3: Amend Section 1:  Administrative Procedures, V. Meetings Procedures, A. Public 

Meetings references the change of the regular public meeting start time to 5:30 pm. 
 
 Page 10: Amend Section 2:  Review Procedures, II. Other Review Policies, A. Variances, items 1  
 and 2 references the addition of conditional use permit  
 

In addition, changes are proposed to the Design Guidelines for the Wedge Neighborhood and North 
Slope Historic Districts, which requires a public hearing per TMC 13.07.120.  The public hearing was 
conducted on November 14, 2012. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT/FEEDBACK  
 
He noted that there was no public testimony at the hearing. 

 
4aii Historic District Building Inventory Updates 

 
Mr. Reuben McKnight reviewed the amendments as follows.  The Landmarks Preservation Commission 
is required to maintain building inventories for Historic Special Review Districts in Tacoma per 13.07.070.  
The Commission amends its Rules and Regulations once annually by vote at the first meeting of 
December, including Historic District Building Inventories.  This item is scheduled for Commission vote on 
December 12. 

 
The following is a description of the proposed amendments: 
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Amend Section 5:  Changes to Appendix D, North Slope Historic Special Review District Inventory to add 
the following:  1116 N K Street property, as a non contributing property, built in 2007 

 
Amend Section 5:  Add Appendix E, Wedge Neighborhood Historic District Inventory 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT/FEEDBACK STAFF RESPONSE 
508 S Ainsworth be reviewed for “contributing” 
status.   

After further review of 508 S Ainsworth, staff 
concurs that 508 S Ainsworth should be 
changed to “contributing” status. 

 
Mr. Reuben McKnight provided clarification on a question regarding the address at 409 South M Street 
and stated that the address is correct for that site based on Pierce County’s record; he confirmed this 
property is correct in the inventory. 

 
4Aiii Wedge Neighborhood and North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines Update 

 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission is required to maintain Design Guidelines for Historic Special 
Review Districts in Tacoma per TMC 13.07.120.  These guidelines may be amended once annually 
concurrent with the amendment of the Commission Bylaws.   This item is scheduled for Commission vote 
on December 12.  

  
These draft Design Guidelines for the North Slope Historic District / Wedge Neighborhood Historic and 
Conservation District were reviewed by the Commission at several committee and regular meetings in 
2012.  Staff and commissioners conducted a public information session on October 18, 2012 and a public 
hearing on November 14, 2012. 

 
Major changes to the design guidelines include: 
 
1. Development of new sections for common remodeling projects, including windows, siding, doors, 

roofs, and additions. 
 
2. Alignment of the design guidelines with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of 

Historic Properties, including the incorporation of general preservation principles. 
 
3. Creation of new language relating to sustainability. 
 
There are no changes regarding the authority of the Landmarks Preservation Commission or historic  
district requirements for review. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT/FEEDBACK STAFF RESPONSE 
North Slope Historic District Ex-Officio 
Marshall McClintock commented in the 
support of the proposed design guidelines by 
the North Slope Historic District Neighborhood 
Association. (11/14 Hearing)  
 

 

Email letter received from Jay and Julie 
Turner, 817 North J Street, supports the 
adoption of the proposed design guidelines. 
(11/12 written comment) 
 

 

Email letter received from Curt Stoner, 1018 
North 7th Street, recommending the inclusion 
of information on brick tuck 

Staff concurs that including information on 
proper brick maintenance and tuck pointing 
would be useful information.  However, if bricks 
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pointing/maintenance and information on local 
resources for repairing wood windows and 
options for replacement.  (11/21 written 
comment) 

are not removed during tuck pointing, it is a 
permit-exempt project and does not require LPC 
review. 
 
Staff recommends including the following 
language: 
 
Guidelines for Exterior Siding and Materials 
Add:  “Maintenance of historic masonry 
 
The mortar in historic masonry should be 
maintained in good repair to prevent mortar 
failure.  Tuck pointing, or replacement and repair 
of mortar, does not require approval by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission.  However, 
the following is recommended to maintain 
historic masonry: 

• Match new mortar with old in color, 
consistency and hardness.  Modern 
mortars are much harder than historic 
mortars, which contained a higher 
proportion of lime and less cement.  If a 
mortar is too hard, it may result in 
damage to bricks (such as spalling). 

• Avoid saw cutting to remove old mortar 
(or do so very carefully, to avoid damage 
to bricks).  

• Repair mortar before bricks can be 
shifted by hand. 

• Do not paint historic unpainted bricks.  It 
is extremely difficult to remove paint 
from bricks, and certain types of paint 
can trap moisture and cause problems 
such as frost wedging (when trapped 
water expands as it freezes). 

• To clean or remove paint from masonry, 
use gentle means. Sandblasting is never 
recommended, as it can destroy the 
hard outer surface of bricks, allowing 
moisture to penetrate. 

• For more information, see the National 
Park Service’s Technical Papers #2, 
Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic 
Masonry Buildings, available free of 
charge on the internet.” 
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Windows 
 
2. Repair Original Windows Where Possible. 
Add:  “Repair of loose or cracked glazing, loose 
joinery or stuck sashes may be suitable for a 
carpenter or handyperson.  Significant rot, 
deterioration, or reconstruction of failed joints 
may require the services of a window restoration 
company.  If information is needed regarding 
vendors that provide these services, please 
contact the Historic Preservation Office.”  
 
3. Replace windows with a close visual and 

material match. 
Add:  “Depending on specific project needs, 
replacement windows may include: 
 
Sash replacement kits.  These utilize the existing 
window frame (opening) and trim, but replace 
the existing sashes and substitute a vinyl or 
plastic track for the rope and pulley system.  
Sash replacement kits require that the existing 
window opening be plumb and square to work 
properly, but unlike insert windows, do not 
reduce the size of the glazed area of the window 
or require shimming and additional trim.  

An insert window is a fully contained window 
system (frame and sashes) that is “inserted” into 
an existing opening.  Because insert windows 
must accommodate a new window frame within 
the existing opening, the sashes and glazed 
area of an insert window will be slightly smaller 
than the original window sashes.  Additional trim 
must be added to cover the seams between the 
insert frame and the original window.  However, 
for window openings that are no longer plumb, 
the insert frame allows the new sashes to 
operate smoothly.” 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Reuben McKnight stated that staff offers the above addition to the guidelines. 
 
There was no discussion by the Commission. 

 
Chair Mark McIntire moved unanimous consent of adoption of the amendments by the Commission. 
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4. OFFICER ELECTIONS 
 

i. Officer Nominations 
 

Chair Mark McIntire stated that the two open officer positions include Chair and Vice Chair.    
  

Ex-Officio Commissioner Ross Buffington encouraged fellow Commissioners to formally nominate 
Commissioner Ken House as Chair.  Chair Mark McIntire offered the Commissioners to second the 
nomination of Ken House as Chair; it was seconded by Vice Chair Bret Maddox.  
 
Chair Mark McIntire closed the nominations to the position of Chair and opened nominations for the 
position of Vice Chair.   
 
Commissioner Edward Echtle offered to serve as Vice Chair. 
 
Both Commissoners Ken House and Edward Echtle mentioned their position of under current 
consideration for reappointment to the Commission by City Council. 
  
Chair Mark McIntire noted there were no additional nominations and stated the election is scheduled at 
the first meeting in January 2013. 

 
Ex-Officio Commissioner Marshall McClintock suggested the Commission forward a letter to the City 
recommending that both Commissioners Ken House and Edward Echtle be re-appointed to the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission. 
 
Chair Mark McIntire asked for a motion; there was a motion: 
 
“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, forward a letter from the Commission to the 
City’s Appointments Committee to support the re-appointment of Commissioners Ken House and Edward 
Echtle”     
 
 
MOTION:   Maddox 
SECOND:  York 
MOTION:   Carried 
 

 
 Chair Mark McIntire offered time for Commission comments. 
 

Commissioner Duke York provided information about his attendance at the recent training, Commission 
Assistance and Mentoring Program, presented by NAPC, National Alliance of Preservation Commissions. 

 
 Commissioners offered their thanks, compliments, and well wishes to outgoing Chair Mark McIntire.  
 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:28 p.m. 
 
Submitted as True and Correct: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 


















