
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April may be tax deadline month everywhere else, but here in Tacoma it’s also the month to think 
about removing and preventing blight in our community.  “Blight” is a run-down area of the city.  Some 
parts of the city become out-dated as buildings age and as variations occur in the type of demand  As 
neighborhoods decline, they become prone to vandalism.  Blight impairs growth, withers hopes and 
ambitions and impedes progress and prosperity.  Under these conditions crime problems are more likely 
to emerge and grow.” 
 
Blight has both a dictionary definition and a real life manifestation.  Additionally, different people 
have different reactions to whether certain conditions are offensive enough to rise to the level of 
blight.  In this edition we will examine some of the conditions that are commonly referred to as blight 
and we’ll explore what you can do (and encourage others to do) about it. 
 

April Crime Prevention Theme “Remove Blight” 
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Avoiding or Creating Blight?  Urban Planning and Tacoma.

Social access is a concept regarding the delivery of public services, facilities and amenities to the public. 
Social access is a concern in reducing blight and the negative effects of blight and enhancing the living 
conditions in our community. Reducing blight and enhancing living conditions is proven to reduce crime.  Urban 
policy makers can plan for universal social access and in some places they do.  Social access is central to the 
Principles of Intelligent Urbanism that promote social and economic opportunity as a basic rule, and are 
essential pieces to blight reduction efforts.  Limited access to services may be due to high cost, the lack of 
appropriate infrastructure or due to prejudices within the society that restrict the use of, or access to, these 
things.  

Tacoma has plans for improving social access.  As part of those plans the City has created many opportunities 
for minority communities, lower income residents and whole neighborhoods to benefit from economic 
development.  Strong local economies experience lower crime rates.  Opportunities include: transforming 
foreclosed properties into treasured owner occupied homes; giving entrepreneurs a leg up in starting and 
locating a business in Tacoma; leveling the playing field when it comes to having an opportunity to secure 
public works contracts and encouraging businesses to apply for tax incentives.  Chances are there is an 
opportunity for you or someone you know to grow economically, and by doing that, reduce and prevent blight.  
Find out more at the Community and Economic Development Department  by calling (253) 591-5624. 
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The power of partnership . . . YOU and Tacoma CARES 
A cleaner neighborhood is a safer neighborhood—that's the spirit behind Tacoma CARES (Cleanup And 
Revitalization Efforts.) Since 1995 Tacoma CARES has worked with people like you to strengthen and 
preserve the livability of the City of Tacoma. What does Tacoma CARES do for you? 
 

Community Activities 
 
Cleanup and beautification projects 
Whether it's cleaning up litter from a gulch or helping to arrange a beautification project, Tacoma 
CARES can help you. Solid Waste Management's "Blight Mobile" can help you dispose of litter and 
debris on streets, alleys and other public right-of-ways. 
 

Code enforcement 
The Tacoma CARES program enforces the following: 

 Nuisances (primarily litter and debris)  
 Junk vehicles on private property  
 Minimum Building and Structures Code (dealing with the condition or existing buildings)  
 Graffiti  
 Overgrown vegetation on private property  
 Abandoned Autos 
  

To report any violations please call Tacoma CARES at 591-5001. You can also review the Nuisance 
Code Fact Sheet. 
 

Tacoma CARES Programs: 
 
Blighted Structures Program 
This program assists low-income, elderly or those residents living with disabilities with the costs of 
repairing or replacing decayed fences and making minor repairs or demolition of garages and other 
outbuildings. 
 
Low-income assistance 
Do you know someone who is low-income, elderly or living with a disability in your neighborhood that 
could use help with disposing of yard debris? If they qualify, Tacoma CARES can assist them with 
disposal of some types of yard debris. To request assistance please call Tacoma CARES at 591-5001 
 
"Rebuilding Together" 
Tacoma CARES partners with the national effort of "Rebuilding Together," partnering businesses, 
community agencies, volunteers and local governments to help revitalize and repair homes. The 
program makes repairs on more than forty homes per year. Applicants must be homeowners who are 
low-income and elderly, living with disabilities and/or families with children. For more information, 
call 253-722-5850 or visit www.rebuildingtogetherss.org 
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Get Connected with Tacoma’s Safe and Clean Initiative.  Give crime and 
blight a knock-out punch. 

Tacoma's Safe and Clean effort was born in April 2008, when City Manager Eric 
Anderson asked employees to work with community members in tackling two 
major challenges:  

1. Make Tacoma safer by reducing crime within the city by 50 percent.  
2. Make Tacoma cleaner by removing nuisances, debris and junk 

vehicles. 

Addressing the first priority in the Tacoma City Council's strategic plan (that 
Tacoma is a safe, clean and attractive community), and working within 
the constraints of the current budget (no new taxpayer funding), City employees 
and community members formed 23 teams and set forth to bring about positive 
changes. Learn more about the work done by these initial 23 teams.  
 
In June 2009, the City Manager brought together a collaborative group of 
employees and community members to specifically address the challenges that 
still existed - particularly in the area of crime reduction. "We are not helpless," 
he resolutely said. With renewed energy, and with knowledge 
gathered from previous Safe and Clean teams, 17 specialized teams focusing on 
crime reduction were formed. Learn more about these 17 specialized teams.  

To talk to someone about getting involved, call (253) 591-2020. 

Adopt-A-Spot Program 
Be a partner in a greener and cleaner Tacoma. Adopt-A-Spot and put a shine on 
Tacoma. If you know of an area that needs a little elbow grease and you CARE 
enough to roll up your sleeves and get involved—we can help you! 
 

Eligible Adopt-A-Spots include: 
 Streets   Gulches  
 Traffic Circles   Fields  
 Parks & playgrounds (not maintained by Metro Parks)  
 City entrances 
  

Who can Adopt-A-Spot? 
Individuals       Business groups  
Community/Civic groups    Service clubs 
Citizen/Neighborhood Groups    Church groups  

 Similar organizations  
  

Participants are asked to clean up and maintain selected areas for a minimum of 2 years. 
Download Adopt-A-Spot brochure (PDF), or call 253-591-5001.  
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May’s Theme: 
““FFeeeett  oonn  tthhee  SSttrreeeett””  

City of Tacoma 
Human Rights Human Services Department, Neighborhood Crime Prevention  
747 Market St., Room 836, Tacoma, WA  98402 
Phone: 253-591-5277 Fax: 253-591-5050  E-mail: hrhs@cityoftacoma.org 
 

  If you need this information in an alternative format, please 
contact Lisa Copp, 253-591-5277; TTY 253-591-5153. 

 

Sidewalks can be Blight. 
 

What is an unfit or unsafe sidewalk? 
Sidewalks with sections that are sunken or lifted up or areas with large cracks are considered unfit or unsafe according 
to City Code. Sidewalks that have a poor appearance, but are otherwise physically sound, are not considered unsafe. 
Typically, sidewalk damage is caused by tree roots, the settling of the ground underneath the sidewalk, vehicles parked 
illegally on the sidewalk and age. 
I don't think my sidewalk looks bad. Why should I replace it? 
Even slight defects in sidewalks can cause pedestrian injuries. Sidewalk maintenance is important for appearance and 
value, but more importantly, it may save a pedestrian from an injury and you from an expensive lawsuit. 
Does the City offer any financial assistance to property owners who must repair their sidewalks? 
Yes, in some cases the City can help property owners with repairs. Financial assistance is awarded on a first-come, first-
served basis and usually covers a portion of the bill. 
 
Sidewalk Maintenance  
The Tacoma Municipal Code requires property owners abutting City sidewalks to maintain them in a safe 
condition. This includes keeping sidewalks clear of vegetation, snow and other obstructions, as well as 
replacing the sidewalk when it becomes unsafe for pedestrians.  
 
The Public Works Department administers a sidewalk replacement program to assist property owners with the 
cost of replacing damaged sidewalk. Each year a different area of the City is targeted for hazardous sidewalk 
replacement. When the Public Works Department determines a sidewalk has become hazardous a letter is sent 
to the abutting property owner. This letter contains information on the amount of sidewalk replacement required 
and how to qualify for City sidewalk participation funds. Qualifying low-income property owners can request to 
have the sidewalk replaced by the City at no cost to them. Other property owners may hire a contractor to 
replace the sidewalk and receive partial reimbursement from the City.  
 
Because of the large number of requests received for this service, the waiting time may be as long as two 
years. Therefore, if you anticipate needing a sidewalk replacement, make your request as early as possible to 
get on the waiting list. 
 
Call 591-5104 for more information 


