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Chair Strickland called the meeting to order at 4:39 p.m. 

Council Committee Members Present: Campbell , Woodards (alternate), and Mayor Strickland. 

Council Committee Members Absent: Fey and Lonergan. 

Approval of May 5, 2010 Minutes 
Council Member Campbell moved to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2010 meeting. 

Seconded by Council Member Woodards. Voice vote was taken and carried . 

Food Carts 
At approximately 4:40 p.m. Council Member Campbell stated he has been working with the task force 
put together by the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department (TPCHD) to look at ways to reduce 
barriers for food carts while still ensuring food safety. Steve Marek, TPCHD Environmental Health 
Division Director, stated concerns had been expressed regarding the rules and regulations for food 
cart vending in downtown. He then introduced Mike Davis and Diane Westbrook from TPCHD. 

Mr. Davis reviewed the work of the task force , noting TPCHD is ready to start approving carts as 
soon as the City is ready. He then provided a draft brochure regarding the pilot project for mobile 
food cart vending in the Business Improvement Area; he noted if the project goes well they 
anticipate opening it up citywide. Mr. Davis reviewed some of the changes made, stating state law 
has not changed but some things have been interpreted differently. Patricia Lecy-Davis, local 
business owner and task force member, stated this has been a smooth process and very 
encouraging. Discussion fOllowed regarding foods that can be served from the carts, TPCHD fees , 
and opportunities for vendors and small businesses. Ms. Westbrook noted that TPCHD and the City 
are putting together a packet that will include all the information for both entities to provide to 
interested vendors. Council Member Campbell stated there will be another meeting when the pilot 
project has concluded to discuss how it went. 

Jodie Trueblood, Tax and License Division, reviewed proposed changes to Municipal Code Section 
6B.180, relating to sidewalk vendors, including changes to the definitions and application 
requirements . Discussion fOllowed regarding the requirement for fire extinguishers on all carts and 
what is done with the carts overnight. Ms. Trueblood continued reviewing proposed changes, 
including extending the license term , adding TOllefson Plaza as a location, adding restrictions, and 
clarifying reasons for license revocation . Discussion ensued regarding how the pilot program will be 
advertised and promoted, and outreach to the community. 

Council Member Woodards moved for a "do pass" recommendation on the proposed 
changes. Seconded by Council Member Campbell. Voice vote was taken and carried. 
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At approximately 5:04 p.m. Chair Strickland stated staff has been requested to look at potential 
impacts to the General Fund if the Business and Occupation (B&O) Tax thresholds were raised. 
Ms. Trueblood reviewed potential revenue losses at different thresholds, noting these numbers are 
best estimates. She then reviewed the estimated number of businesses that use the Jobs Credit 
and the Cabaret Tax calculation. Discussion followed regarding how many businesses are impacted 
at each set of thresholds, the Cabaret Tax and the how much tax is collected, and the City's current 
threshold. Mayor Strickland asked Patricia Lecy-Davis, Tacoma business owner, to discuss the 
City's B&O Tax and its affects on small businesses. Council Member Campbell discussed concerns 
regarding calculating B&O Taxes on gross income. 

Citizen Survey 
At approximately 5: 15 p.m. Mary Morrison , City Manager's Office, stated the first citizen survey was 
done in 2006 and provided feedback on City services. She stated the project will soon be going out 
for Request for Proposal (RFP) and noted Karrie Spitzer, Community Relations, will be working on 
this year's survey. Rob McNair-Huff, Community Relations, stated they will be looking for 
comparability to the previous survey and it will be sent out in several different languages. Discussion 
ensued regarding how the previous survey questions were chosen and opportunities to add or 
modify questions in this year's survey. Ms. Morrison discussed the timeline for 2010, and inquired 
whether there is a preference to follow the 2006 time line or try to get the results in time for the 
budget. Discussion followed regarding potential questions for this year's survey, the preference to 
get the survey results sooner than later, how much time the vendor would need to do the survey and 
get the results, using the Council priorities when developing the survey questions, and the 
importance of comparables. Deputy City Manager Rey Arellano discussed the project timeline and 
the RFP process. Discussion ensued regarding the 2006 vendor, survey questions, how citizens 
were selected to take the survey, and how the survey was distributed. Ms. Morrison stated there will 
be further conversations with the Council to review the 2010 Citizen Survey questions prior to 
distribution. 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 
Shane Pettit , City Manager's Office, stated the June 16, 2010 meeting will be a joint meeting with 
the Audit Advisory Board and will include an internal audit update, Municipal Code Title 16B 
modifications recommendation, Port of Tacoma franchise agreement, and the quarterly purchasing 
report. 

Other Items of Interest 
There were no other items of interest. 

Public Comment 
None. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:34 p.m. 

ril Larsen , Office Assistant, City Clerk's Office 


