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Chair Fey called the meeting to order at 4:34 p.m. 

Council Committee Members Present: Boe, Fey, Mello, and Walker. 

Council Committee Members Absent: None. 

Chair Fey welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 

Approval of February 10, 2010 Minutes 
Council Member Walker moved to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2010 meeting. 

Seconded by Council Member Boe. Voice vote was taken and carried . 

Water Filtration Project: Rate Implication 
At approximately 4:35 p.m. Deputy Mayor Fey provided background information on the water 
filtration project. Water Superintendent Linda McCrea introduced Water Quality Manager 
Chris McMeen to provide an overview of the presentation Mr. McMeen discussed public outreach 
done thus far and the Green River treatment decision, noting the treatment for cryptosporidium is 
required by federal law. He stated 13 options were considered and it has been narrowed down to 
two alternatives: Ultraviolet Light (UV) disinfection and filtration. He discussed both alternatives, 
including the costs , benefits, and risks . Discussion followed regarding the 6 to 8 percent rate 
increase for UV disinfection and the 14 to 19 percent rate increase for filtration, how the rates 
increase would be distributed to residential and commercial customers, and feedback received on 
the two alternatives. Mr. McMeen then reviewed several financial model scenarios for the treatment 
options and planned capital and operating costs. Discussion followed regarding the potential 
Cascade Water Alliance purchase that would be dependent on whether filtration was chosen , 
Lake Tapps, what is the fair market value of water, whether an assessment has been done to 
ensure the City would continue to have enough water for its customers, and whether the effects of 
climate change was also considered. Mr. McMeen reviewed residential and commercial cost 
comparisons, and large customer impacts. Discussion followed regarding where Tacoma stands in 
the region, whether there is potential cost savings for commercial customers who don't need 
drinkable water, how to mitigate the impact, and conservation steps. 

Mr. McMeen reviewed feedback received, noting they will continue outreach efforts. He then 
reviewed the schedule, stating the deadline to have treatment in place is 2014. Discussion fOllowed 
regarding how effective or reliable is UV treatment. Mr. McMeen stated they are leaning towards 
filtration as the preferred option, noting it is a big decision and will have a big impact on customers. 
He also stated that if filtration is the selected option, it would be difficult to meet the 2014 deadline, 
and they would have to negotiate an extension. Deputy Mayor Fey reviewed options the Council and 
the Committee have, stating they could pass a resolution showing support for one option now, or 
wait and do it in conjunction with the budget. Ms. McCrea discussed work the Public Utility Board 
has done, next steps, and the need to choose an option so they can work on funding . Assistant 
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City Manager Tansy Hayward stated she will follow-up with the Legal department and have them 
suggest a number of alternatives that might accomplish this and report back to the Committee. 
Discussion followed regarding customers inside and outside the city, outreach, funding options, 
feedback received from the commercial industry, the possibility of having the rates decrease after a 
filtration plant is built, and the effectiveness of UV treatment. 

Public comment was heard from Bob Myrick; Ken Peachy; Gary Bracket; and Dave McEntee. 
Discussion followed regarding conservation programs. Deputy Mayor Fey stated he would like to 
make a recommendation at the next Committee meeting once the Committee Members see the 
alternatives. 

Water Ditch Trail Update 
At approximately 5:42 p.m. Dana Brown, Public Works Engineering , briefly discussed the City's trail 
plans and reviewed a map of the current citywide trail system. He talked about the Scott Pierson 
Trail, the North 37'h Street Trail, the Pipeline Road Trail , and the Historic Water Ditch Trail. He 
discussed the extension of the Water Ditch Trail , including segments that have been completed and 
funding that has been received for various parts of the trail. Discussion followed regarding the 
Prairie Line Trail, Tacoma Art Museum's idea to put art along the Prairie Line Trail , and leveraging 
alternate funding . 

Public comment was heard from Bob Myrick. 

Council Member Walker left here, at 6:02 p.m. 

Public comment was heard from Ken Peachy. Discussion followed regarding the potential for 
developing a Tacoma Bike Loop experience. Deputy Mayor Fey requested a list of projects that are 
being funded with the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant. 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 
Eric Meyer, City Manager's Office, stated the next meeting on March 10, 2010, will include the 
coordination of Pacific Avenue projects, an inventory of the City's transportation plans, and the 
facilities condition assessment. 

Other Items of Interest 
Deputy Mayor Fey stated he would like to have the City send a letter regarding Transportation 2040 
to the Puget Sound Regional Council and he will work with staff to schedule a discussion at the next 
Committee of the Whole meeting . 

Public Comment 
Public comment was heard earlier in the meeting. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 

Jake Fey, Chair "'-
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