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Chair Fey called the meeting to order at 4:36 p.m. 

Council Committee Members Present: Boe, Fey, and Mello. 

Council Committee Members Absent: Walker (arrived at 4:51 p.m.) 

Chair Fey welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 

Approval of January 27,2010 Minutes 
Council Member Boe moved to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2010 meeting. 

Seconded by Council Member Mello. Voice vote was taken and carried . 

Inclusion of Commercial Premises Septic Amnesty Program 
At approximately 4:40 p.m. Dan Thompson, Public Works Environmental Services, reviewed the 
proposed changes to Tacoma Municipal Code Section 12.08.350, relating to Connection 
Charge-in-lieu-of-Assessment. He noted that this item was previously before the Committee on 
January 27, 2010. Discussion followed regarding any costs to the City, funding for the program, 
and how many businesses this change will affect. 

Council Member Mello moved for a "do pass" recommendation on the inclusion of 
commercial premises in the SeptiC Amnesty Program. Seconded by Council Member Boe. Voice 
vote was taken and carried. 

Recycling and Volume-based Rates Update 
At approximately 4:41 p.m. Chair Fey provided background information on volume-based rates. 
Mr. Thompson stated today's presentation will be in two parts: volume-based rates and recycling. 
Ken Tross, Public Works Solid Waste Management, provided an overview of volume-based rates, 
stating the rates are being phased-in and will be fully implemented in 2013. He discussed low 
income elderly customers and how they are affected by the volume-based rates. He then reviewed 
charts showing the City's residential container size history and the annual tonnage processed at the 
City's Solid Waste Management facility. Andy Torres, Public Works Solid Waste Management, 
provided an overview of the City's recycling program, including residential recycling, the Recycling 
Center and Household Hazardous Waste facility, and commercial curbside recycling . He discussed 
the City's partnership with Goodwill Industries for electronic recycling. 

Council Member Walker arrived here, at 4:51 p.m. 

Mr. Torres then presented commercial recycling facts as of October 2009, including the number of 
commercial customers and what is being recycled. Mr. Tross reviewed the goals of the recycling 
program, noting a pilot program is being developed for commercial customer food waste. 
Discussion ensued regarding the role of the community, food waste and composting bins, the 
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educational component of the program, and promoting the connection with Goodwill Industries and 
reusing before recycling. The Committee Members inquired about the following items and requested 
staff report back in late April : 

• City of Seattle and King County's food waste recycling programs 
• How the City can help businesses recycle more, including incentives 
• How the City can make commercial recycl ing more readily available 
• Coordination with the Office of Sustainability 
• How what the City is doing fits in with the recommendations from the Green Ribbon Task Force 
• Marketing and educational outreach efforts to citizens 
• Ways to incent customers to do more recycling 
• Recycling options and availability within the City 
• Building deconstruction and demolition, including the true cost to taxpayers 
• The volume and percentage of the waste stream being captured 
• The pros and cons of charging for recycling 
• Residential recycling rates 
• How to ensure first-time users at the landfill are informed of their options 
• Pre-cycling 
• Further results from the Waste Characterization project 

Oversized Load Fee Revisions 
At approximately 5:41 p.m. Chris Larson , Public Works Engineering, introduced Steve Goolie, 
Road Use Compliance Officer. Mr. Larson then provided background information on road use 
compliance, including staffing , services provided, and the types of permits issued. He reviewed the 
current permit fees and compared them to the City of Seattle's and Washington State's fees . He 
noted the City's current fees do not cover the estimated cost of actually issuing a permit. Mr. Larson 
reviewed two different options for permit fees . Discussion ensued regarding how low the City's fees 
are in comparison, damage caused by oversized loads, the actual cost of service, routes traveled in 
the City, and penalties for not acquiring a permit. Council Member Boe inquired whether a 
percentage of the fee could be dedicated to the road fund . Chair Fey stated the Committee would 
like to hear more information on this item in the future. 

Public comment was heard from Evette Mason, Port of Tacoma . 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 
Chair Fey inquired if Committee Members had any items they would like to add to the Committees 
work plan . Discussion followed regarding receiving an update on potholes, the Complete Streets 
Policy and implementation, the Sound Transit project, and high-speed rail and its connection with 
Sound Transit and the City. 

Council Member Walker left here, at 6:07 p.m. 

Discussion continued regarding the high-speed rail , Tacoma Partnership 2.0, a quarterly update on 
the extension of light-rail and streetcars, recycling for downtown, Green Ribbon Task Force 
recommendation implementation, trails, and the Stadium Way design project. Chair Fey stated 
Pierce Transit is trying to convene a summit to discuss regional transportation, including where it is 
headed and how the different stakeholders can all work together. 

Other Items of Interest 
There were no other items of interest. 
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Public Comment 
None. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 

/Jtt£ ~ 
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rsen, Office Assistant , City Clerk's Office 
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