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Deputy Mayor Fey called the meeting to order at 4:50 p.m. 

Council Committee Members Present: Fey, Walker, and Woodards. 

Council Committee Members Absent: None. 

Deputy Mayor Fey change the agenda to hear the Sustainability Initiatives update first. 

Sustainability Initiatives Update 
At approximately 4:51 p.m. Office of Sustainability Manager Kristi Lynett provided a sustainability 
update overview and introduced Sustainable Tacoma Commission members in attendance. She 
stated the City has received a $1 .9 million Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECGB) 
and reviewed nine projects that will be funded with this money. She then stated the City is applying for 
an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Watershed Management Grant, noting the money would 
be used to make the Thea Foss Watershed a pilot for innovative stormwater management. Discussion 
followed regarding what the restrictions are for use of the grant money. Ms. Lynett stated a consultant 
has been hired to develop a sustainability framework. She then reviewed the Sustainability Steering 
Committee and the Green Team and their objectives. Ms. Lynett stated she has hired two interns to 
assist with updating the greenhouse gas inventory and EPA Energy Star facilities . 

Dale Anderson, co-chair of the Sustainable Tacoma Commission, reviewed the purpose of the 
commission, their activities to date, and the consultant that was chosen to assist the commission. 
Discussion followed regarding when Council should expect to have recommendations before them for 
consideration and the best way to communicate recommendations to the Council. Deputy Mayor Fey 
discussed the commission's recommendations, including increasing the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) building standard from LEED Silver to something higher, community 
engagemeflt, and items the City has control over. Discussion ensued regarding contracting 
requirements , food waste, recycling , awareness, outreach, and engaging schools. Bill Anderson , 
Sustainable Tacoma Commission, briefly discussed the Businesses for and Environmentally 
Sustainable Tacoma (BEST) program and how the $45,000 of EECGB funds would be used. 
Public Works Director Dick McKinley briefly discussed environmental education in schools, recycling , 
and pre-cycling . 

Deputy Mayor Fey provided a brief background on the creation of the Office of Sustainability and the 
decision to have a manager for General Government and Tacoma Public Utilities (TPU). Bob Mack, 
TPU, introduced Lisa Rennie, the new Office of Sustainability Manager for TPU. He briefly 
discussed her background and job history, noting she began at the first of the year. He stated TPU 
has adopted an environmental policy statement and Ms. Rennie will take that statement and match 
it to what TPU is doing . Ms. Rennie noted she is in the process of reviewing the Climate Action Plan 
and City Council actions, and discussed some of her goals. 
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Council Member Walker moved to elect Deputy Mayor Fey as the Chair of the Committee. 
Seconded by Council Member Woodards. Voice vote was taken and carried . 

Council Member Woodards moved to elect Council Member Walker as the Vice Chair of the 
Committee. Seconded by Deputy Mayor Fey. Voice vote was taken and carried. 

Approval of December 9, 2009 Minutes 
Council Member Walker moved that the minutes of the December 9, 2009 meeting be 

approved. Seconded by Council Member Woodards. Voice vote was taken and carried . 

2009 End of Year Report 
At approximately 5:40 p.m. Eric Meyer, City Manager's Office, stated he is seeking approval of the 
Committee's 2009 Year-End Report. He then reviewed the report, stating it includes items 
considered and actions taken by the Committee last year. Council Member Walker requested 
holding off the approval until the Committee's next meeting to allow time for review. 

2010 Committee Work Plan 
At approximately 5:42 p.m. Mr. Meyer reviewed the 2010 Committee work plan, stating some 
reoccurring items, such as the Six-Year Transportation Program, have already been scheduled . 
Deputy Mayor Fey stated Dennis McLerran is the new EPA Regional Administrator, and requested 
staff schedule for him to come down and talk to the Committee. Discussion ensued regarding other 
potential items: the Puget Sound Partnership, the water filtration project, the potential of holding a 
meeting at the Center for Urban Waters, an update on the Water Ditch and Prairie Line trails, and 
the Tacoma Art Museum footprint and outdoor art. Council Member Walker requested to meet with 
staff on other bike trail issues. Mr. McKinley discussed the Urban Forestry Policy and the 
Mobility Master Plan that are going to the Planning Commission, and inquired when the Committee 
would like to discuss them . 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 
Mr. Meyer stated the next Committee meeting will be January 27,2010, and will include 
oversized load fee revisions , inclusion of commercial premises in the septic amnesty program, and 
urban forestry. Deputy City Manager Rey Arellano stated community gardens will be discussed at 
the next Committee of the Whole meeting to decide the appropriate Committee to hear the item. 

Other Items of Interest 
There were no other items of interest. 

Public Comment 
None. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 

Lar en, Office Assistant, City Clerk's Office 


