
 

Legislation Passed July 12, 2016

The Tacoma City Council, at its regular City Council meeting of July 12, 2016, adopted the following 
resolutions and/or ordinances.  The summary of the contents of said resolutions and/or ordinances are 
shown below. To view the full text of the document, click on the bookmark at the left of the page.

Resolution No. 39486

A resolution authorizing the execution of a grant agreement with the 
U.S. Department of Commerce, in the amount of $1,522,625; accepting and depositing 
said sum into the Economic Development Grants Fund, and authorizing an in-kind 
contribution in the amount of $565,817; designating the Minority Business Development 
Agency Business Center Program as a special project of limited duration; and designating 
general salary classifications and benefits for persons employed on the project.
[Carey Jenkins, Housing Division Manager; Ricardo Noguera, Director, Community and 
Economic Development]

Resolution No. 39487

A resolution reappointing Bryan Flint to the Tacoma Public Utility Board 
to serve a five-year term to expire June 30, 2021.
[Doris Sorum, City Clerk; Elizabeth Pauli, City Attorney]

Resolution No. 39488

A resolution appointing and reappointing individuals to the 
Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority Board.
[Doris Sorum, City Clerk; Elizabeth Pauli, City Attorney]

Resolution No. 39489

A resolution awarding a contract to Braun Northwest, Inc., in the amount of $556,165, 
plus sales tax, plus a 3 percent contingency, for a total of $572,850, budgeted from the 
Fleet Equipment Rental Capital Fund, for three ambulance medic units - 
Snohomish County Fire District No. 1, Contract No. 17859.
[Michael Fitzgerald, Assistant to the Chief; James P. Duggan, Fire Chief]

Resolution No. 39490

A resolution awarding a contract to Sound Pacific Construction LLC, in the amount of 
$498,874.92, including sales tax, plus a 10 percent contingency, for a total of $548,762.41, 
budgeted from various departmental funds, for roadway improvements on Jefferson 
Avenue between South 17th and South 19th Streets - 
Specification No. PW16-0203F.
[Chris E. Larson, P.E., Engineering Division Manager; 
Kurtis D. Kingsolver, P.E., Director, Public Works]
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Resolution No. 39491

A resolution authorizing an increase to the contract with WAT, Inc., in the amount of 
$95,286.92, plus sales tax, for a total of $1,352,388.42, budgeted from the Information 
Systems Fund, for mobile laptop computers and accessories for Tacoma Police patrol 
officers - Specification No. PD13-0742F.
[Kipling Morris, Infrastructure and Operations Manager; 
Jack Kelanic, Director, Information Technology]

Resolution No. 39492

A resolution changing the Youth Building Tacoma program name to the 
Tacoma Training and Employment Program and confirming the City’s commitment to 
provide for the development of a trained and capable work force.
[Christopher Wright, Contract and Program Auditor, 
Nadia Chandler Hardy, Director, Neighborhood and Community Services]

Resolution No. 39493

A resolution accepting the April 2016 Final Report from the City of Tacoma Blue Ribbon 
Property Crimes Reduction Task Force, and directing the City Manager to develop a work 
plan to address the prioritization of recommendations, budget impacts, and implementation 
strategies.
[Elizabeth Pauli, City Attorney]

Ordinance No. 28365

An ordinance granting a non-exclusive franchise and right-of-use agreement with the 
Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area Corporation, to construct, install, operate, 
own, control, repair, and maintain bus stops, shelters, amenities, and advertising shelters 
within the public right-of-way areas.
[Jennifer Hines, Assistant Division Manager; Kurtis D. Kingsolver, P.E., 
Director, Public Works]

Ordinance No. 28366

An ordinance adopting the Six-Year Comprehensive Transportation Improvement Program 
amended for the years 2015-2016 and 2017-2022.
[Jennifer Kammerzell, Senior Engineer; 
Kurtis D. Kingsolver, P.E., Director, Public Works]

Substitute No. 2 Ordinance No. 28367

An ordinance amending Chapter 12.09 of the Municipal Code, by adding a new 
Section 12.09.215, entitled Bring Your Own Bag; prohibiting the use of carryout bags 
except recycled paper and reusable carryout bags; requiring retail establishments to collect 
a pass-through charge from customers requesting recycled paper and reusable carryout 
bags; providing for reporting of the aggregate number of recycled paper carryout bags 
annually distributed; establishing penalties; providing for outreach and study of the impacts 
of the requirements of the new Section; and establishing an effective date.
[James G. Parvey, Assistant Division Manager; 
Michael P. Slevin III, P.E., Director, Environmental Services]
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A RESOLUTION relating to a Special Project; designating the Minority Business 

Development Agency Business Center Program as a special project of 
limited duration; designating general salary classifications and benefits for 
persons employed on the project pursuant to Tacoma Municipal 
Code 1.12.155, 1.24.187, 1.24.980 through 1.24.986, and 1.30.300, and 
Tacoma City Charter Section 6.1(h); and accepting a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Commerce to fund, and authorizing a City in-kind 
contribution in support of, this program. 

 
 WHEREAS, in May 2016, the City received notice of a grant award in the 

amount of $1,522,625 from the U.S. Department of Commerce, to enable the City 

to serve as the regional office for the Minority Business Development Agency 

Business Center Program (“Program”), which is designed to assist Minority 

Business Enterprise (“MBE”) clients with achieving higher levels of growth and 

competitiveness, and is focused on securing domestic public and/or private 

contracts and financing transactions, exports, and job creation for eligible 

minority-owned businesses, and  

 WHEREAS the City will commit a portion of existing staff time over the next 

five years as an in-kind contribution, in the approximate amount of $565,817, as 

well as office space for new Program staff, and 

 WHEREAS this effort will be designated as a special project of limited 

duration, with one Supervisor and one Project Specialist anticipated to be 

employed, and  

  WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of TMC 1.12.155, 1.24.187, and 

1.24.980 through 1.24.986, and 1.30.300, and Tacoma City Charter Section 6.1(h), 

employees who are not regular employees and are hired as special project 
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employees are unclassified and paid as provided for by ordinance or resolution of 

the City Council; Now, Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA:  

Section 1.  That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to 

accept a grant agreement from the U.S. Department of Commerce in the amount 

of $1,522,625, to be paid in five annual payments of $304,525, in support of the 

Minority Business Development Agency Business Center Program, said grant to 

be substantially in the form of the document on file in the office of the City Clerk, 

and to commit a portion of existing staff time over the next five years as an in-kind 

contribution, in the approximate amount of $565,817, as well as office space for 

new Program staff. 

Section 2.  That the Minority Business Development Agency Business 

Center Program is hereby designated as a special project of limited duration for a 

period of five years, ending March 31, 2021. 

 Section 3. That, in accordance with the provisions of TMC 1.12.155, 

1.24.187, 1.24.980 through 1.24.986, and 1.30.300, and Tacoma City Charter 

Section 6.1(h), employees who have been hired or may be hired for positions 

expected to be of limited duration shall be designated as unclassified special 

project employees as of the date of hire. 

Section 4.  That the salaries and classifications set forth in the 

Compensation Plan of the City of Tacoma for permanent employees, or the closest 

classifications, shall be applied, contingent upon funding, to similar positions of the 
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special project.  The Compensation Plan is incorporated herein by reference as if 

fully set forth. 

 Section 5.  That employees who have been hired or may be hired as special 

project employees herein shall receive benefits in accordance with and pursuant to 

the provisions of the Compensation Plan of the City of Tacoma.  They shall be 

given a one-time binding and irrevocable election to participate in the City’s 

Retirement System pursuant to TMC 1.30.  Special project employees hired to 

work on the identified special project shall not be eligible for longevity pay; and 

further, that should any current regular employee eligible for longevity pay be 

assigned to the special project, the employee so assigned shall continue to be 

eligible for longevity pay and shall become or remain a member of the City's 

Retirement System pursuant to any applicable provisions of TMC 1.30, and 

contributions shall be paid therein by the City pursuant to TMC 1.30.360. 

 Section 6.  That, inasmuch as the positions to be filled pursuant to this 

resolution are of a temporary nature and are unique in that they pertain only to the 

aforementioned special project, they are deemed unclassified, temporary positions 

of limited duration and persons so employed in such positions shall have no claim 

to further or continued employment with the City of Tacoma after cessation of such 

special project or after cessation of activities funded by said program, except 

pursuant to obtaining status as regular City of Tacoma employees under the 

provisions of the TMC or pursuant to further action of the City Council relating to 

this special project. 
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 Section 7.  That all acts by agents or employees of the City consistent 

herewith are hereby ratified. 

 Section 8.  That the City Manager is hereby authorized to direct the 

appropriate City officers to proceed with the necessary actions for the completion 

of this special project. 

 
Adopted      
 
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Deputy City Attorney 
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BY REQUEST OF MAYOR STRICKLAND AND COUNCIL MEMBERS CAMPBELL 
AND IBSEN 
 
A RESOLUTION relating to committees, boards, and commissions; reappointing 

Bryan Flint to the Tacoma Public Utility Board. 
 

WHEREAS a vacancy exists on the Tacoma Public Utility Board, and 

 WHEREAS, at its meeting of June 29, 2016, the Government Performance 

and Finance Committee reviewed applications and recommended the 

reappointment of Bryan Flint to said board, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to City Charter 2.4 and the Rules, Regulations, and 

Procedures of the City Council, Bryan Flint has been nominated to serve on the 

Tacoma Public Utility Board; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

That Bryan Flint is hereby confirmed and reappointed as a member of the 

Tacoma Public Utility Board to fill a five-year term to expire June 30, 2021. 

 
Adopted      
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
City Attorney 
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BY REQUEST OF COUNCIL MEMBERS CAMPBELL, LONERGAN, AND 
WOODARDS 
 
A RESOLUTION relating to committees, boards, and commissions; appointing 

and reappointing individuals to the Tacoma Community Redevelopment 
Authority Board. 

 
WHEREAS vacancies exist on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment 

Authority Board, and 

 WHEREAS, at its meeting of April 14, 2016, the Community Vitality and 

Safety Committee conducted interviews and recommended the appointment and 

reappointment of individuals to said board, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the City Charter Section 2.4 and the Rules, 

Regulations, and Procedures of the City Council, the persons named on Exhibit “A” 

have been nominated to serve on the Tacoma Community Redevelopment 

Authority Board; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

That those nominees to the Tacoma Community Redevelopment 

Authority Board listed on Exhibit “A” are hereby confirmed and appointed or  
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reappointed as members of such board for such terms as are set forth on 

Exhibit “A.” 

 
Adopted      
 
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
      
City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT “A” 
 
 
TACOMA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD 

Appointing Alex Hogan to the “At-Large” designation for a two-year term to 
expire December 31, 2017. 

Appointing Lisa Lukan to the “At-Large” designation for a one-year term to 
expire December 31, 2016, followed by a two-year term to expire December 31, 
2018. 

Appointing Matthew Schemp to the “Certified Public Accountant” designation 
for a two-year term to expire December 31, 2017. 

Reappointing Teresa Colby to the “Banking or Financing” designation for a 
two-year term to expire December 31, 2017. 

Reappointing Jason Kors to the “Certified Public Accountant” designation for a 
two-year term to expire December 31, 2017. 

Reappointing Daniel Montopoli to the “Attorney” designation for a two-year 
term to expire December 31, 2017. 

Reappointing Steve Snider to the “Banking or Financing” designation for a 
two-year term to expire December 31, 2017.  

Reappointing Helen-Hien Tran to the “Contractor” designation for a two-year 
term to expire December 31, 2017. 



Req. #16-0630 

 
                     RESOLUTION NO. 39489  

 -1- 
Res16-0630.doc-EAP/bn 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

 
 
A RESOLUTION related to the purchase of materials, supplies or equipment, 

and the furnishing of services; authorizing the execution of a contract with 
Braun Northwest, Inc., in the amount of $556,165, plus sales tax, plus a 
3 percent contingency, for a cumulative total of $572,850, budgeted from 
the Fleet Equipment Rental Capital General Fund, for three ambulance 
medic units, pursuant to Snohomish County Fire District No. 1, Contract 
No. 17859. 

 
 WHEREAS the City has complied with all applicable laws and processes 

governing the acquisition of those supplies, and/or the procurement of those 

services, inclusive of public works, as is shown by the attached Exhibit “A,” 

incorporated herein as though fully set forth, and 

 WHEREAS the Board of Contracts and Awards has concurred with the 

recommendation for award as set forth in Exhibit “A”; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 Section 1.  That the Council of the City of Tacoma concurs with the 

Board of Contracts and Awards to adopt the recommendation for award as set 

forth in the attached Exhibit “A.” 

 Section 2.  That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to 

enter into a contract with Braun Northwest, Inc., in the amount of $556,165, 

plus sales tax, plus a 3 percent contingency, for a cumulative total of $572,850, 

budgeted from the Fleet Equipment Rental Capital General Fund, for three  
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ambulance medic units, pursuant to Snohomish County Fire District No. 1, 

Contract No. 17859, consistent with Exhibit “A.” 

 
Adopted      
       
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
City Attorney 
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A RESOLUTION related to the purchase of materials, supplies or equipment, 

and the furnishing of services; authorizing the execution of a contract 
with Sound Pacific Construction LLC, in the amount of $498,874.92, 
including sales tax, plus a 10 percent contingency, for a cumulative total 
of $548,762.41, budgeted from various departmental funds, for roadway 
improvements on Jefferson Avenue between South 17th and South 19th 
Streets pursuant to Specification No. PW16-0203F. 

 
 WHEREAS the City has complied with all applicable laws and processes 

governing the acquisition of those supplies, and/or the procurement of those 

services, inclusive of public works, as is shown by the attached Exhibit “A,” 

incorporated herein as though fully set forth, and 

 WHEREAS the Board of Contracts and Awards has concurred with the 

recommendation for award as set forth in Exhibit “A”; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 Section 1.  That the Council of the City of Tacoma concurs with the 

Board of Contracts and Awards to adopt the recommendation for award as set 

forth in the attached Exhibit “A.” 

 Section 2.  That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to 

enter into a contract with Sound Pacific Construction LLC, in the amount of 

$498,874.92, including sales tax, plus a 10 percent contingency, for a  
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cumulative total of $548,762.41, budgeted from various departmental funds, for 

roadway improvements on Jefferson Avenue between South 17th and South 

19th Streets pursuant to Specification No. PW16-0203F, consistent with  

Exhibit “A.” 

 
Adopted      
       
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Chief Deputy City Attorney 
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A RESOLUTION related to the purchase of materials, supplies or equipment, and 

the furnishing of services; authorizing the increase of Contract  
No. 4600009652 with WAT, Inc., in the amount of $95,286.92, plus sales, 
tax, for a cumulative contract amount of $1,352,388.42, budgeted from the 
Information Systems Fund, for ruggedized mobile laptop computers and 
accessories for Tacoma Police patrol officers pursuant to Specification  
No. PD13-0742F. 

 
 WHEREAS the City has complied with all applicable laws and processes 

governing the acquisition of those supplies, and/or the procurement of those 

services, inclusive of public works, as is shown by the attached Exhibit “A,” 

incorporated herein as though fully set forth, and 

 WHEREAS the Board of Contracts and Awards has concurred with the 

recommendation for award as set forth in Exhibit “A”; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 Section 1.  That the Council of the City of Tacoma concurs with the  

Board of Contracts and Awards to adopt the recommendation for award as set 

forth in the attached Exhibit “A.” 

Section 2.  That the proper officers of the City are hereby authorized to 

increase Contract No. No. 4600009652 with WAT, Inc., in the amount of 

$95,286.92, plus sales, tax, for a cumulative contract amount of $1,352,388.42, 

budgeted from the Information Systems Fund, for ruggedized mobile laptop  
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computers and accessories for Tacoma Police patrol officers pursuant to 

Specification No. PD13-0742F, consistent with Exhibit “A.” 

 
Adopted      
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Deputy City Attorney 
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A RESOLUTION relating to the Youth Building Tacoma project; changing the 

program name to the Tacoma Training and Employment Program, and 
confirming the City’s commitment to this program to provide for the 
development of a trained and capable work force. 

 
WHEREAS in 1997, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 26128, which 

established the Youth Building Tacoma Training and Employment Project 

(“Program”) with the intent of focusing resources to promote the development of a 

highly trained and capable workforce, particularly in building and construction 

trades and technical and career fields, and 

WHEREAS the Program addresses the issue of unemployment and 

underemployment by providing training and education opportunities for Tacoma 

residents and residents of Tacoma Public Utilities retail service areas, and  

WHEREAS, in 1997, the City codified the Program in Chapter 1.80 of the 

Tacoma Municipal Code (“TMC”), and  

WHEREAS, as part of the City’s overall review of the TMC, it has been 

determined that it is not necessary for the Program to remain in the TMC, and 

WHEREAS the City remains committed to the Program, and  

WHEREAS the City intends to update the Program and change its name to 

the “Tacoma Training and Employment Program” (“Program”), and  

WHEREAS the Tacoma Training and Employment Advisory Committee 

(“Advisory Committee”) shall assist the City in evaluating the effectiveness of the 

Program and make recommendations to the City, as appropriate, regarding the 

operation of the Program, and  
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WHEREAS the Advisory Committee has made recommendations to enhance 

the Program’s effectiveness and scope of the City’s workforce development efforts, 

and 

WHEREAS the Program will be updated to include those projects approved 

by the Advisory Committee, and  

WHEREAS the predicted impact of the changes in service delivery will result 

in 45-60 youth served per year, with training, mentoring, support services, case 

management, and living-wage job placement, and  

WHEREAS the key components of the Program, as outlined in Exhibit “A,” 

are employment readiness training, case management services, participant support 

services, participation in a pre-apprenticeship training program, job placement 

assistance, and third-party evaluation; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 That the proper officers of the City are authorized to continue its work in the 

newly named program, Tacoma Training and Employment Program, as further 

provided in Exhibit “A.”  

 
Adopted      
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
      
Deputy City Attorney  
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
TACOMA TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

 
 
Purpose of Program: 
 
The purpose of the Tacoma Training and Employment Program (“TTEP”) is to 
provide for the development of a trained and capable workforce by providing 
training and education opportunities to residents of the City of Tacoma and 
residents of the retail service areas of Tacoma Public Utilities.  Such work force 
shall allow the City to draw upon a pool of qualified workers, enabling the City to 
efficiently and effectively meet its obligations.  In addition, such work force shall 
provide employment opportunities for Tacoma citizens and residents within the 
service areas of Tacoma Public Utilities, thereby facilitating the expansion of the 
local economy.   
 
Target Population:  
 
Recruitment will focus on, but not be limited to, youth and residents of the 
Lincoln District and Community Empowerment Zone, women, minorities, those 
transitioning from dependence on public benefits, those with limited English-
speaking abilities, young adults involved in other City-funded programs or 
initiatives, and the retail service areas of Tacoma Public Utilities.  
 
Components of Program: 
 
The key components of the TTEP are:  
 

1. Employment readiness training; 

2. Case management and mentoring to address barrier reduction that supports 
program completion; 

3. Participant support services that include math and reading classes to achieve 
9th-grade level prior to graduation, work-related clothing, tools, and 
transportation;  

4. Participation in a pre-apprenticeship training program that includes an 
industry-related math component;  

5. Job placement assistance with Tacoma Public Utilities, the City of Tacoma, 
Local Employment and Apprenticeship Program employers (“LEAP”) and 
employers that must comply with Local Section 3 Hiring Policy, and private 
industry firms; and 

6. Third-party evaluation. 
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A RESOLUTION accepting the April 2016 Final Report from the City of Tacoma 

Blue Ribbon Property Crimes Reduction Task Force, and directing the City 
Manager to work with staff to develop a work plan to address the 
prioritization of recommendations made in the Final Report, budget impacts 
and implementation strategies. 

 
 WHEREAS, in October 2015, the City of Tacoma Blue Ribbon Property 

Crimes Reduction Task Force (“Task Force”) was created to study residential 

property crime in the City, and make actionable, measurable, and equitable 

recommendations for a systems-based approach to reducing residential property 

crime and increasing safety in our community, and 

WHEREAS the Task Force, consisting of 12 community members, met 

eight times, from October 2015 through April 2016, and was supported by a team 

of City staff, including the City Attorney and leadership from the Tacoma Police 

Department (“TPD”), with additional support from professors at the Washington 

State University Institute for Criminal Justice, and an independent facilitator, and 

WHEREAS the Task Force received briefings from TPD personnel and 

other City staff, as well as individuals representing Pierce County criminal justice 

agencies, the Tacoma School District, and a variety of community and health 

services agencies working in the City, and also reviewed best-practices studies 

regarding community response to property crime, and 

 WHEREAS, in April 2016, the Task Force completed its review and Final 

Report, which includes 35 recommendations focused in six areas, and presented its 

findings to the City Council at the June 14, 2016, Study Session, and 
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 WHEREAS the City Council is directing the City Manager to work with staff 

to develop a work plan to address the prioritization of recommendations made in 

the Final Report, budget impacts and implementation strategies; Now, Therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 That the City Council hereby accepts the April 2016 Final Report from the 

City of Tacoma Blue Ribbon Property Crimes Reduction Task Force, and directs 

the City Manager to work with staff to develop a work plan to address the 

prioritization of recommendations made in the Final Report, budget impacts and 

implementation strategies. 

 
Adopted      
 
            
      Mayor 
Attest: 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
      
City Attorney 
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AN ORDINANCE relating to City real property and right-of-way, granting both a 

non-exclusive Right of Use to the Pierce County Public Transportation 
Benefit Area Corporation, to construct, install, operate, own, control, repair, 
and maintain bus stops, bus shelters and bus stop amenities within the City 
of Tacoma, and a non-exclusive Franchise to construct, install, operate, own, 
control, repair, and maintain Advertising Shelters within the City of Tacoma, 
setting forth provisions, terms, and conditions of said grants under the 
Tacoma Municipal Code and the City of Tacoma Charter. 

 
 WHEREAS Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area Corporation 

(“Pierce Transit”) was established under RCW 36.57A and is vested with the 

powers necessary to construct and operate a public transportation system 

benefitting Pierce County residents, and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Tacoma (the “City”) is a first-class city operating 

under the laws of the state of Washington, and 

 WHEREAS the City owns and operates streets, public utilities, and other 

infrastructure improvements within the City boundaries, where transit improvements 

currently exist and are proposed, and 

 WHEREAS both parties are committed to ensuring that people with 

disabilities in the City have access to public facilities, including public transportation 

and to improvement of accessibility throughout the City, and 

 WHEREAS this ordinance functions as both a right of use agreement 

(Sections 1, 2 and 4-21) as well as a non-exclusive franchise (Sections 1 and 3-21) 

with the grant of rights under each handled separately in Sections 2 and 3, 

respectively, and all other sections herein being equally applicable to both grants; 

Now, Therefore, 
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 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 That, in consideration of mutual promises and covenants herein contained, 

to be kept, performed, and fulfilled by the respective parties hereto, it is mutually 

agreed that Right-of-Use privileges and a non-exclusive Franchise are hereby 

granted to Pierce Transit to construct, install, operate, repair, maintain, use, 

control, and own Bus Stops, Bus Shelters, and Ad Shelters within City of Tacoma 

right-of-way as individually approved under City permits, upon the following terms 

and conditions: 
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 Section 1.  Definitions.  For purposes of this agreement, the following terms, 

phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the meaning given herein where 

capitalized; words not defined herein shall have their ordinary and common 

meaning.  When not inconsistent within the context, words used in the present 

tense include the future, words in the plural number include the singular number, 

words in the singular number include the plural number, and the use of any gender 

shall be applicable to all genders whenever the sense requires.  The words “shall” 

and “will” are mandatory and the word “may” is permissive.  A reference to the 

City’s Charter or Code refers to the same, as amended from time to time. 

References to governmental entities (whether persons or entities) refer to those 

entities or their successors in authority. If specific provisions of law referred to 

herein be renumbered, then the reference shall be read to refer to the renumbered 

provision. References to laws, ordinances, or regulations shall be interpreted 

broadly to cover government actions, however nominated, and include laws, 

ordinances and regulations now in force or hereinafter enacted or amended. 

  A.  ADA.  “ADA” shall mean the Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990. 

  B.  ADA Compliance.  “ADA Compliance” or “ADA Compliant” shall 

mean meeting all federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, and departmental rules, 

regulations, and practices. 

  C.  Ad Shelter.  “Ad Shelter” shall mean a Bus Shelter and related bus 

stop amenities where Advertising is sold and which is located in the Right-of-Way 
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and constructed, installed, and maintained by Pierce Transit in accordance with this 

Agreement. 

  D.  Advertising.  “Advertising” shall mean the commercial advertising 

posters, signs, messages and other materials sold to a third party advertiser or its 

agent and posted by Pierce Transit or its agents in an Ad Shelter.  “Advertising” 

does not include public service announcements or campaigns made by a 

governmental entity or non-profit organization which do not to promote a commercial 

use or for-profit sales to the extent that Pierce Transit does not charge for the 

placement of such materials.  “Advertising” also does not include Pierce Transit’s 

use of its Facilities or vehicles for Pierce Transit’s use, including, but not limited to: 

rider education or information; promotion of transit programs; marketing of Pierce 

Transit service; public art; or partnership programs between Pierce Transit and 

another public or private organization. 

  E.  Advertising Space.  “Advertising Space” shall mean the space 

available on a Bus Shelter for Advertising. 

  F.  Agreement.  “Agreement” shall collectively mean all terms and 

conditions of this ordinance whether related to the Right of Use sections or the 

Franchise. 

  G.  Bus Shelter.  “Bus Shelter” shall mean a Facility that provides 

protection from the weather for passengers waiting for a Pierce Transit bus, and this 

term shall include any bus stop amenities installed by Pierce Transit attached or 

immediately adjacent thereto, including, but not limited to: trash receptacles; 

signage; benches; or art. 



 

 -6- 
Ord16-0398.doc-JHC/bn 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

  H.  Bus Stop.  “Bus Stop” shall mean a place designated for transit 

vehicles to stop and load or unload passengers and this term shall include any bus 

stop amenities installed by Pierce Transit attached or immediately adjacent thereto, 

including, but not limited to: trash receptacles; signage; benches; or art. 

  I.  Facilities. “Facilities” or “Facility,” as used herein, shall mean any 

and all Pierce Transit improvements in the City Right-of-Way, including Bus 

Shelters, Ad Shelters, Bus Stops, also including, but not limited, to the following bus 

stop amenities: 

   1.  Medium for Advertising; 

   2.  Advertising Space; 

   3.  Benches; 

   4.  Garbage Receptacles; 

   5.  Shelters; 

   6.  Poles/Posts; 

   7.  Signs; 

   8.  Illumination; and/or 

   9.  Bus Beacon/Blinking Light. 

  J.  Franchise.  “Franchise” shall mean the non-exclusive rights granted 

by the City in Section 3 of this Agreement, pursuant to the authority in Section VIII of 

the Tacoma City Charter, to Pierce Transit for the non-exclusive use of City 

Right-of-Way in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

  K.  General Transit Use.  “General Transit Use” shall mean all 

services, contracts, construction, maintenance, and/or repairs related to the 

provision of public transportation services by Pierce Transit and all Bus Stops and 
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Bus Shelters placed by Pierce Transit within the Right-of-Way, excepting therefrom 

Ad Shelters. 

  L.  Gross Receipts.  “Gross Receipts,” as used in Section 3 below, 

shall mean all revenue actually received by Pierce Transit for the sale of Advertising 

on Pierce Transit Ad Shelters located within the City of Tacoma limits. 

  M.  Public Rights-of-Way.  “Public Rights-of-Way” or “Right-of-Way” 

shall mean the public streets and easements which, under the City Charter, the 

Tacoma Municipal Code, City ordinances, and applicable laws, the City has authority 

to grant permits, franchises, or licenses for use thereof or has regulatory authority 

therefor, excluding railroad rights- of-way, airport, and harbor areas.  Public Rights-

of-Way, for the purpose of this Agreement, do not include buildings, parks, poles, 

conduits, or similar facilities or property, owned by or leased to the City, including, by 

way of example and not limitation, structures in the Public Rights-of-Way such as 

utility poles and light poles. 

  N.  Site Plan.  “Site Plan” shall mean a plan view drawing showing the 

relationship between the Facility and the other infrastructure within the Right-of-Way, 

to include elements required by Public Works for site plan review. 

  O.  Third Party.  “Third Party” shall mean any person other than the 

City and any person other than Pierce Transit. 

  P.  Use Area. “Use Area” shall mean those areas within the Rights-of-

Way in which Pierce Transit is authorized pursuant to this Agreement to construct, 

operate, maintain and repair its Facilities.  “Use Area” also includes (1) Facilities 

previously permitted and existing in the Rights-of-Way at the Effective Date of this 
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Agreement, and (2) the part of the Right-of-Way that extends ten feet on all sides of 

a Facility, except that the Use Area shall not extend to any area in a street or 

roadway nor to private property adjacent to a Use Area. 

 Section 2.  Grant of Right-of-Use for General Transit Use. 

  A.  Grant of Non-Exclusive Right-of-Use.  For each Use Area 

established under this Agreement, the City hereby grants to Pierce Transit a non-

exclusive privilege to enter upon the Use Area to construct, operate, and maintain 

its Facilities and for General Transit Use as well as all other applicable purposes 

expressly provided in this Agreement, but  subject to all preexisting rights, interests 

and estates of Pierce Transit and Third Parties in and affecting the Use Area, 

including, without limitation, any franchise agreements, leases, licenses, permits, 

easements, liens, ownership interests or encumbrances in existence as of the 

Effective Date of this Agreement. The City shall, where and as practicable, protect 

from subsequent occupancies the Pierce Transit Use Areas where occupancy 

would have the risk of interference with a Facility.  Pierce Transit expressly agrees 

that it will construct, install, operate, repair, maintain, use, own, or control its Use 

Areas in compliance with this Agreement and all applicable City ordinances and 

state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 

  B.  Rights Subject to Right-of-Way Uses.  The City intends to continue 

using the Right-of-Way as Public Right-of-Way and for any other related activities 

that do not impair the ability of Pierce Transit to construct, operate, and maintain its 

Facilities.  The rights granted Pierce Transit herein are subject and subordinate to 

the prior and continuing right of the City:  (1) to use and maintain the entire 
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Right-of-Way, subject to the terms and conditions of the Agreement; (2) the City’s 

right to dispose of all or part of the property, including, but not limited to, the air 

space above and the subsurface area below the Pierce Transit Facilities, subject to 

the terms and conditions of this Agreement; and (3) to construct and operate, and to 

change or modify, pipelines, electric lines, and other Facilities in, on, upon, over, 

under, along, across, or through any or all parts of the Right-of-Way, or permit 

others to do so for City or for other public improvement projects, all or any of which 

may be freely done at any time or times by the City or others with the City’s 

permission, without liability to the City or to any other party for compensation or 

damages, unless and except to the extent that this Agreement otherwise expressly 

provides therefor.  The City agrees that it will provide a minimum of five (5) working 

days’ notice to Pierce Transit whenever it reasonably believes that a Facility located 

in the Right-of-Way will require temporary or permanent relocation or removal, 

temporary closure, modification to, or support of a Facility and/or transit routes, 

unless in an emergency condition as declared by the City Engineer.  If the City 

determines that as a result of any public project, the location of any Pierce Transit 

Facilities and/or transit routes must be temporarily changed or relocated; or for any 

other purpose where the work involved would be aided by the temporary removal or 

relocation of the Facility and/or transit routes, the City shall notify Pierce Transit of 

such plans and Pierce Transit shall, at its sole cost and expense, by a time 

specified by the City, protect, support, temporarily disconnect, relocate, or remove 

any of its Facilities and/or transit routes as directed by the City. 
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  C.  Usual and Customary Use.  The Parties understand that the 

Right-of-Way is used by Pierce Transit for the transportation of persons and agree 

that the usual and customary use of the Use Area for such purposes alone does not 

constitute an interference with the City’s use of the Right-of-Way. 

  D.  Third Party Requests.  If any Third Party requests that Pierce 

Transit protect, support, temporarily disconnect, remove, or relocate Facilities 

and/or transit routes to accommodate the Third Party’s non-public project 

construction, operation, or repair of the facilities of such Third Party, Pierce Transit 

and the requesting Third Party shall be responsible for working out a satisfactory 

resolution to the request between themselves as to costs, logistics and etc. 

  E.  Termination of Right of Use.  As to each Use Area, the City may 

terminate the rights granted to Pierce Transit when:  (1) all Facilities for such Use 

Area have been intentionally removed from the applicable Use Area, and such 

removal is not a result of maintenance or construction on the Use Area or a force 

majeure event; or (2) at such time as the Facilities have been formally abandoned; 

or (3) at such earlier time as the terms of this Right-of-Use Agreement may provide; 

or (4) upon mutual agreement of the Parties.  Pierce Transit may terminate this 

Agreement upon breach or nonperformance of any material term of this Agreement.  

Either party may give written notice of its intent to terminate under this provision.  

Upon receipt of notice of intent to terminate, a party will have ninety (90) days from 

its receipt of the termination notice to remedy or cure the conditions of the 

termination notice. 
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  F.  Use Restricted.  This Agreement does not authorize the provision 

of any services or uses by Pierce Transit other than the services reasonably 

involved in the provision of transit services or in any way relieve Pierce Transit of 

any obligation to obtain any additional permits, authorizations, licenses, or 

agreements to use the Right-of-Way to provide other services or uses.  The 

provisions of this Agreement are not a bar to the imposition of similar, different, or 

additional conditions with respect to the use of the Rights-of-Way. 

  G.  No Warranty of Any Conditions of Use Area.  Pierce Transit 

acknowledges that City has made no representation whatsoever to Pierce Transit 

concerning the state or condition of any Use Area, or any personal property or 

improvements located thereon, or the nature or extent of the City’s ownership 

interest in any Use Area.  Pierce Transit has not relied on any statement or 

declaration of the City, oral or in writing, as an inducement to entering into this 

Right-of-Use Agreement, other than as set forth herein.  THE CITY HEREBY 

DISCLAIMS ANY REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY, WHETHER EXPRESS 

OR IMPLIED, AS TO THE DESIGN OR CONDITION OF ANY PROPERTY 

PRESENT ON OR CONSTITUTING ANY USE AREA, ITS MERCHANTABILITY 

OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE, THE QUALITY OF THE 

MATERIAL, OR WORKMANSHIP OF ANY SUCH PROPERTY, OR THE 

CONFORMITY OF ANY SUCH PROPERTY TO ITS INTENDED USES.  THE CITY 

SHALL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE TO PIERCE TRANSIT OR ANY OF PIERCE 

TRANSIT’S CONTRACTORS FOR ANY DAMAGES RELATING TO THE DESIGN, 

CONDITION, QUALITY, SAFETY, MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY 
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PARTICULAR PURPOSE OF ANY PROPERTY PRESENT ON OR 

CONSTITUTING ANY USE AREA, OR THE CONFORMITY OF ANY SUCH 

PROPERTY TO ITS INTENDED USES.  PIERCE TRANSIT ACCEPTS ALL 

RIGHTS GRANTED UNDER THIS RIGHT-OF-USE AGREEMENT IN ALL USE 

AREAS “AS IS,” “WHERE IS,” AND “WITH ALL FAULTS” AND SUBJECT TO ALL 

LIMITATIONS ON THE CITY’S RIGHTS, INTERESTS, AND TITLE TO ALL USE 

AREAS.  THE CITY DOES NOT WARRANT ITS TITLE OR PROPERTY 

INTEREST IN OR TO ANY USE AREA NOR UNDERTAKE TO DEFEND PIERCE 

TRANSIT IN THE PEACEABLE POSSESSION OR USE THEREOF NO 

COVENANT OF QUIET ENJOYMENT IS MADE.  Pierce Transit has inspected or 

will inspect each applicable Use Area, and enters upon any Use Area with 

knowledge of its physical condition and the danger inherent in operations 

conducted in, on, or near any Use Area.  Pierce Transit acknowledges that this 

Right-of-Use Agreement does not contain any implied warranties that Pierce Transit 

or Pierce Transit’s Contractors can successfully construct or operate the Facilities.  

In case of eviction of Pierce Transit or Pierce Transit’s Contractors by anyone 

owning or claiming title to, or any interest in the Use Area, the City shall not be 

liable to Pierce Transit or Pierce Transit’s Contractors for any costs, losses or 

damages of any Party. 

  H.  Third-Party Uses of Use Area. 

   1.  Pierce Transit Third-Party Uses of Use Area.  The Parties 

acknowledge that Pierce Transit has, or may have in the future, agreements with 

Third Parties for joint use of the Use Area for the installation and operation of 
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Third-Party Facilities, and further, that such Facilities may be installed and operated 

within the Use Area.  The installation and operation of such Third-Party Facilities 

are subject to the terms and conditions of this Right-of-Use Agreement. 

   2.  Other Third-Party Uses of Use Area.  Except as otherwise 

expressly stated herein, the City shall not enter into any easement, right-of-use 

agreement, franchise, license, permit or agreement, which would interfere with 

Pierce Transit’s ability to exercise its rights under this Right-of-Use Agreement or to 

utilize the Facilities covered by this Right-of-Use Agreement.  Unless the matter is 

governed by a valid contract, this Right-of-Use Agreement, or a state or federal law 

or regulation, or unless the Pierce Transit Facilities were not properly installed, any 

Third Party that is authorized by the City to place Facilities in the Use Area pursuant 

to an easement, Right-of-Use Agreement, franchise, license, permit or other 

agreement, executed subsequent to this Agreement, shall bear the cost and 

expense of any work necessary to ensure that, in the exercise of its rights, it does 

not Interfere with the Facilities or Pierce Transit’s use of, or operation on, the Use 

Area. 

  I.  Inconsistent Use.  Notwithstanding the above, no Public Rights-of-

Way shall be used by Pierce Transit in a manner that is inconsistent with the terms, 

conditions, or provisions by which such Public Rights-of-Way were created or 

dedicated, or presently used under applicable laws. 

  J.  No Rights by Implication.  No rights shall pass to Pierce Transit by 

implication.  Without limiting the foregoing, by way of example and not limitation, 

this Agreement shall not include or be a substitute for: 
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   1.  Any other permit or authorization required for the privilege of 

transacting and carrying on a business within the City that may be required by the 

ordinances and laws of the City; or 

   2.  Any permit, agreement, or authorization required in 

connection with operations on or in Public Rights-of-Way or property; or 

   3.  Any permits or agreements for occupying any other property 

of the City or private entities to which access is not specifically granted by this 

Agreement. 

 K.  Utility Agreements.  This Agreement shall not be read to diminish, 

or in any way affect, the authority of the City to control and charge for the use of the 

light, power, water, storm, refuse, and sewer utilities.  Therefore, if Pierce Transit 

desires to use such utilities, it must obtain necessary agreements or consents for 

such uses, and pay any and all associated fees as may be required by the City. 

 Section 3.  Grant of Non-Exclusive Franchise Rights By the City For 

Advertising Shelters.  

  A.  Conformance with the Totality of this Agreement.  Pierce Transit 

understands and agrees that this Grant of Non-exclusive Franchise Rights by the 

City for Advertising Shelters is subject to, and must conform and adhere to, any and 

all portions of the foregoing and remaining sections of this Agreement. 

  B.  Additional Grant of Non-Exclusive Franchise Rights for Advertising 

Shelters.  In addition to the non-exclusive franchise rights granted by the City to 

Pierce Transit for General Transit Use as set forth in Section 2 herein, the City also 

grants to Pierce Transit a non-exclusive Franchise to construct, install, maintain, 
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repair, control, and own Ad Shelters and License Advertising Space on said Ad 

Shelters under the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Pierce Transit 

expressly agrees that it will construct, install, operate, repair, maintain, use, own, or 

control its Advertising Shelters in compliance with this Agreement and all applicable 

City ordinances and state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 

  C.  Use Restricted to Advertising.  This Agreement does not authorize 

the provision of any services or uses by Pierce Transit or its agents other than 

those which are reasonably related to the construction, installation, maintenance, 

repair, control, and/or ownership of Ad Shelters and the lease of Advertising Space 

on said Ad Shelters under the terms and conditions of this Agreement, nor shall this 

section be construed in any way to relieve Pierce Transit of any obligation to obtain 

any additional permits, authorizations, licenses, or agreements to use the 

Right-of-Way to provide other services or uses.  The provisions of this Agreement 

are not a bar to the imposition of similar, different, or additional conditions with 

respect to the use of the Rights-of-Way. 

  D.  Advertising Policy and Content Management.  Any Advertising on 

Pierce Transit Ad Shelters will be in accord with and subject to the Pierce Transit 

Advertising Policy as may be amended by Pierce Transit from time to time.  It shall 

not be a violation of this Agreement for Pierce Transit to utilize Advertising Space 

on Ad Shelters for its own use, for public service announcements, art, or for any 

other non-profit use in accord with the Pierce Transit Advertising Policy.  In the 

event that the City receives any complaint regarding Advertising or other content 
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within the Advertising Shelters, the City shall refer such complaint to Pierce 

Transit’s Marketing Manager. 

  E.  Ownership and Maintenance.  Pierce Transit may, pursuant to this 

Franchise, authorize a Third Party (“Authorized Third Parties”) to maintain 

Ad Shelter(s) or retain an ownership interest, in whole or in part, in an Ad Shelter(s) 

located in the Right-of-Way; provided that, such Authorized Third Parties shall not 

be authorized to construct, install, operate, maintain, repair, control, remove, or 

relocate such Ad Shelter(s) except as an Agent of Pierce Transit and subject to the 

terms and conditions of this Franchise; and provided further, that such interest of 

Authorized Third Parties shall not create a lien or encumbrance upon the 

Right-of-Way and shall be subject and subordinate to the rights of the City under 

this Franchise, and other applicable law.  Nothing in this Franchise shall be 

construed as granting to Pierce Transit any interest or right in the Use Area other 

than the rights expressly provided herein. 

  F.  Lease of Advertising Space.  Pierce Transit is authorized to 

license the use of Advertising Space for placement of Advertising; provided that, 

such licensees shall not be authorized under this Franchise to install, maintain, 

repair, relocate, or remove Advertising in or upon the Shelters, except as an Agent 

of Pierce Transit and subject to the terms and conditions of this Franchise; and 

provided further, that the rights of licensees shall be subject and subordinate to the 

rights of the City under this Franchise and other applicable law.  Upon request from 

the City, Pierce Transit shall, within ten (10) days of receipt, provide the City with 

full and complete copies of any contracts that Pierce Transit has with vendors for 
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advertising sales and placement services together with any amendments and 

extensions or renewals thereof.  Upon request from the City, upon reasonable 

notice and no more frequently than on an annual basis, Pierce Transit will provide 

the City with copies of the most recent audit conducted by Pierce Transit of its 

vendor for advertising services. 

  G.  Payment. 

   1.  Pierce Transit will pay to the City 90 percent (“Payment”) 

of the Gross Receipts received by Pierce Transit for advertising on Ad Shelters 

located within the City of Tacoma and Pierce Transit will retain 10 percent of the 

Gross Receipts to offset the costs of administration and management of this 

Agreement as well as the costs of construction and maintenance of Ad Shelters 

located in the City.  This payment will be divided by the City as follows: 

    a.  Ten percent (10%) of the Gross Receipts will be 

deposited into a City Property Management Fund to cover costs associated with 

administering and managing this Agreement; and 

    b.  Eighty percent (80%) of the Gross Receipts will be 

deposited into a fund designated by the City to be used for Right-of-Way 

improvements with emphasis on ADA improvements adjacent to Bus Stops and 

Shelters within the City of Tacoma. 
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    c.  SAMPLE CALCULATION: 
 

Gross Receipts: $1,000 

Payment Distribution: 

$100 to Pierce Transit; 

$900 to the City which shall be divided as follows: 

$100 to the City Property Management Fund; and 

$800 to the City designated fund. 

 

   2.  Each payment shall be made quarterly and shall be due 

within forty-five (45) days after the end of the quarter. 

   3.  Pierce Transit will also pay or reimburse the City for all 

taxes and assessments that may be levied or addressed against Pierce Transit by 

reason of the presence of the Ad Shelter Advertising. 

   4.  The first payment made to the City by Pierce Transit under 

this Agreement shall include all monies owed from the Effective Date to the end of 

the first quarter after all parties have executed this Agreement. 

   5.  Interest.  Pierce Transit shall pay to the City 12 percent 

interest per annum on any fee or charge not paid when due and for all costs of 

collection of any fee or charge past due more than forty-five (45) days. 

   6.  Survival of Terms.  All obligations of Pierce Transit to pay 

the City any fee or charge required pursuant to this Franchise shall survive 

expiration and/or termination of this Agreement. 

  H.  Books/Records/Reports.  Pierce Transit shall prepare and furnish 

to the City, within forty-five (45) days of the end of a quarter and upon request, such 

reports with respect to Pierce Transit’s Advertising revenue from Ad Shelters 
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located within the City of Tacoma as may be reasonably necessary and appropriate 

to ensure compliance with the material provisions of this Franchise, or to permit the 

performance of any of the rights, functions, or duties of the City or such other 

regulatory entity in connection with the Franchise.  Unless otherwise indicated by 

the City, the standard form submitted by Pierce Transit shall be Revenue Detail 

Sheets (see Appendix A).  Upon request from Pierce Transit, the City shall prepare 

and furnish to Pierce Transit no more frequently than on an annual basis, an 

SAP report showing the City’s expenditures from the fund referenced in 

subsection G.1.b. above. 

 Section 4.  Construction and Maintenance of Facilities. 

  A.  New or Improved Facilities and Site Plans/Location.  Prior to 

installation of any proposed new Facility or improvements to an existing Facility, 

Pierce Transit shall, at its expense, submit to the City’s Planning and Development 

Services Department a list of locations, a Site Plan for each location, and other 

documents as needed, which may include, but are not limited to, traffic control 

plans. 

  B.  Existing Facilities.  For all Facilities existing at time of execution of 

this Agreement, Pierce Transit shall, at its expense, provide to the City a complete 

list of locations denoting the site of said existing Facilities, as well as any additional 

documentation, including, but not limited to, existing Site Plans and/or Facility 

designs. 

  C.  Approval Process for New Facilities.  Upon the City’s receipt of the 

required documents for new Facilities, the City shall, within 30 days from receipt, 
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review and approve or disapprove of the construction proposed therein.  To the 

extent that the City disapproves of all or any part of the construction, in its 

response, the City shall provide to Pierce Transit a written explanation of the 

reasons for disapproval and suggested alternatives, if any.  Pierce Transit may then 

submit revised documents, which shall be subject to the same review and approval 

or disapproval procedures.  Pierce Transit shall not commence construction at any 

site until the City has approved the documents for such site.  All submittals from 

Pierce Transit must be initialed and approved by a City-designated representative 

from each of the following City departments or their successors: 

   1.  Traffic Engineering; 

   2.  Real Property Services; 

   3.  ADA Coordinator; 

   4.  Planning and Development Services; and  

   5.  Site Development. 

  D.  Process for Approval of Facilities when ADA Improvements 

Needed in Path of Travel; Prioritization.  In those instances where ADA 

improvements have not been made in the path of travel leading to a proposed new 

or improved Facility, Pierce Transit’s permit application for a new Facility may not 

be immediately approved by the City and will instead be placed in “pending” status 

until funds are available to make the ADA improvements in the path of travel 

adjacent to the proposed Pierce Transit Facility.  Pierce Transit will be responsible 

for prioritizing the locations of its Facilities so that accessibility improvements will be 

made in the area around the highest priority transit Facilities.  In coordination with 
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Pierce Transit, the City will make or construct those improvements in order of 

priority as funding is available. 

  E.  Entry Upon Right-of-Way.  Pierce Transit, its servants, employees, 

agents, contractors, and/or subcontractors shall have the right to enter upon the 

Right-of-Way for the purposes of constructing, operating, and maintaining the 

Facilities. 

  F.  Compliance with Laws, Rules, and Regulations.  Pierce Transit 

shall construct, operate, maintain, and repair its Facilities in compliance with all 

federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, and departmental rules, regulations, and 

practices affecting such system, which include, by way of example and not 

limitation, the obligation to operate, maintain, and repair its Facilities in accordance 

with zoning codes, safety codes, and City construction standards.  New, altered, or 

relocated bus stops shall be ADA Compliant and may trigger the construction of 

new sidewalks, curb ramps, and other pedestrian facilities.  The City, in 

coordination with Pierce Transit, will install and/or construct the accessibility 

improvements that are beyond the Use Area, as funding allows.  In addition, the 

construction, operation, and repair of all Facilities and ADA improvements within 

the Public Right-of-Way shall be performed in a manner consistent with industry 

standards.  Pierce Transit shall exercise reasonable care in the performance of all 

activities and shall use industry-accepted methods and devices for preventing 

failures and accidents that are likely to cause damage, injury, or nuisance to the 

public or to property. 
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  G.  Inspection.  The City shall have the right to verify, by inspection, 

that the location of the work and the materials used in construction or operation of 

the Pierce Transit Facilities are in compliance with the plans as approved by the 

City.  The City shall further have the right to verify, by inspection, that City Facilities 

relocated and/or constructed by Pierce Transit are to a standard acceptable to the 

City. 

  H.  Restoration of Right-of-Way.  Pierce Transit shall promptly, at its 

sole cost and expense, repair any and all Public Rights-of-Way (in compliance with 

the City’s right-of-way restoration policy) and public or private property that is 

disturbed or damaged as a result of the construction, use, relocation, or destruction 

of Pierce Transit Facilities.  This section shall not be construed to require Pierce 

Transit to make repairs or other restoration in the Right-of-Way for damage that is 

caused by the usual wear and tear and use of the Right-of-Way in areas outside of 

Pierce Transit’s Use Area, such as City streets, sidewalks, and curbs.  Repair of 

damage to the Right-of-Way caused by use other than usual use, or in excess of 

usual wear and tear, shall be the responsibility of the party causing the damage.  

Upon completion of the initial construction of any Facility, Pierce Transit shall 

ensure that the Right-of-Way and all other public and private property that is 

disturbed or damaged as a result of the construction of the Facility is promptly 

returned to as good a condition as before the disturbance or damage occurred, or 

if to a lesser condition, then to the satisfaction of the City or the private property 

owners.  In the event Pierce Transit does not comply with the foregoing 

requirements, the City may, upon thirty (30) days’ advance notice to Pierce Transit, 
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take action to restore the Public Rights-of-Way or public property at Pierce Transit’s 

sole cost and expense. 

  I.  Dispute.  In the event of any dispute over the adequacy of 

restoration, the Director of the City’s Department of Public Works shall, in his or her 

sole discretion, make the final determination. 

  J.  Level of Operation/Maintenance.  All Facilities shall be operated 

and maintained in such a manner as to minimize disruption to other users of the 

Public Rights-of-Way.  All Facilities shall be maintained in a safe condition, in good 

repair and appearance. 

  K.  Appointment of Agent.  Pierce Transit may appoint an agent to 

exercise some or all of Pierce Transit’s rights under this Agreement, subject to the 

terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

  L.  Responsibility for Facilities.  The City shall have no responsibility 

for maintaining, servicing, or repairing any Facilities and shall not be responsible for 

the clearing or removal of trees, shrubs, plants, ice, snow, or debris therefrom. 

  M.  Permits Required.  Except in cases of emergency repairs, Pierce 

Transit’s construction, operation, or repair of Facilities shall not commence until all 

required permits have been properly filed for and obtained from the City and all 

required permits and associated fees paid.  In case of emergency repairs, 

appropriate permits shall be obtained no later than the second business day 

following repairs. 
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 Section 5.  Accessibility Improvements. 

  A.  Cooperation to Improve Accessibility.  Both parties agree to work 

together toward improving ADA accessibility at transit Facilities within the City.  For 

purposes of this Agreement, “ADA Accessibility” means that facilities must comply 

with all ADA standards and are usable by persons with disabilities. 

  B.  Pedestrian Routes/Path of Travel.  The City acknowledges 

responsibility for the design, construction, and maintenance of all sidewalk 

connections and/or curb ramps that lead or connect to but are not within a Use 

Area.  In the event there are not sufficient City funds to bring a given area into 

compliance, a permit application by Pierce Transit for approval of a new or altered 

Facility in that area may be delayed until such time as City funds are available for 

improvements. 

  C.  Bus Stops, Shelters/Pierce Transit Use Areas.  Pierce Transit is 

obligated to and shall construct and maintain its Facilities and Use Areas in 

compliance with Federal Transit Authority and ADA regulations for bus boarding 

and alighting areas. 

  D.  Transition Plan/Existing Bus Stops.  Pierce Transit will create and 

provide an inventory and prioritization of its existing and proposed Facilities to the 

City within ninety (90) days of the execution of this Agreement.  The City and 

Pierce Transit agree to cooperate to develop an ADA Self-Evaluation and Transition 

Plan (“Plan”) for all Pierce Transit Facilities within the City of Tacoma, which Plan 

will include an assessment of pedestrian access routes leading to and from such 

Facilities.  This Plan will also include the prioritization of areas adjacent to Bus 
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Stops for ADA improvements and will provide for a reporting mechanism to be 

utilized by staff to report areas with deficiencies.  Once the Plan has been 

completed, the City of Tacoma and Pierce Transit will identify barriers for removal 

and develop a plan for completion of the work within the Parties’ respective areas of 

responsibility.  The Plan will be updated and modified as funding opportunities 

arise, transit routes or ridership change, or other factors influence the priority of the 

improvements. 

 Section 6.  Insurance.  Pierce Transit shall maintain, throughout the term of 

this Agreement, the following self-funding levels or membership in a self-insurance 

pool, such as the Washington State Transit Insurance Pool, to protect the City, its 

trustees, elected and appointed officers, agents, and employees against claims and 

damages that may arise as a result of the construction, installation, operation, 

maintenance, or repair of the Facilities.  This obligation shall require Pierce Transit 

to maintain self-insurance funding levels in no less than the following amounts and 

forms: 

  A.  Comprehensive general liability self-insurance funding levels to 

cover liability, bodily injury, and property damage.  Exposures to be covered are: 

premises, operations and products/completed operations.  Coverage must be 

written on an occurrence basis, with the following limits of liability: 

   1.  Bodily Injury: 

a.  Each Occurrence $1,000,000  

b.  Annual Aggregate $3,000,000 



 

 -26- 
Ord16-0398.doc-JHC/bn 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

   2.  Property Damage: 

a.  Each Occurrence $1,000,000 

b.  Annual Aggregate $3,000,000 

   3.  Personal Injury: 

a.  Annual Aggregate $3,000,000 

  B.  Completed operations and product liability self-insurance shall be 

maintained for two years after the termination of this Agreement (in the case of 

Pierce Transit or operator) or completion of the work for the Pierce Transit or 

operator (in the case of a contractor or subcontractor). 

  C.  Property damage liability self-insurance shall include coverage for 

the following hazards: X – explosion; C – collapse; U – underground. 

  D.  Workers’ compensation coverage for Pierce Transit employees 

shall be maintained during the life of this contract to comply with statutory limits for 

all employees, and, in the case any work is sublet, Pierce Transit shall require its 

contractors and subcontractors to similarly provide workers’ compensation 

insurance for all the latter’s employees. 

  E.  Employer’s liability insurance shall be maintained by Pierce 

Transit in the following minimum limits: 

1.  Employer’s Liability: $1,000,000 per occurrence 
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  F.  Comprehensive auto liability coverage shall include owned, hired, 

and non-owned vehicles. 

   1.  Bodily Injury: 

 a.  Each Occurrence $1,000,000 

 b.  Annual Aggregate $3,000,000 

2.  Property Damage: 

a.  Each Occurrence $1,000,000 

b.  Annual Aggregate $3,000,000 

  G.  If Pierce Transit, its contractors, or subcontractors do not have the 

required insurance, the City may order such entities to stop operations until the 

insurance is obtained and approved. 

  H.  Certificates of insurance, reflecting evidence of the required 

insurance, and naming the City as an additional insured under its insurance or self-

insurance program, shall be filed with the City’s Risk Manager.  The certificate shall 

be filed with the acceptance of the Agreement, and annually thereafter, as provided 

in Sections H and I below. 

 I.  Minimum Requirements.  The parties agree that insurance 

coverage required herein shall: 

 1.  Provide coverage on an occurrence basis; 

 2.  Cover any and all costs including defense costs, losses and 

damages resulting from any personal injury and/or death (including coverage under 

the Federal Employers Liability Act), and/or property damage; 
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 3.  Include blanket contractual coverage, including coverage for 

written contracts and specific coverage for the indemnity provisions set forth in this 

Agreement, and completed operations and products liability coverage; provided 

that, there shall not be an exclusion for liability not contracted for; 

 4.  Have no exclusion for incidents occurring within 25 feet, or 

any distance, from a railroad track, or on, over, or under a railroad track; 

 5.  Have an aggregate limit location endorsement for each 

construction location; 

 6.  Commence and be in force and effect before any work is 

done under this Agreement; 

 7.  Be maintained in place until all Facilities have been 

removed from Public Rights-of-Way and for six years thereafter; 

 8.  Have no non-standard exclusions unless approved of by the 

City’s Risk Manager; 

 9.  Name the City as an additional insured without limitation for 

both ongoing and completed operations, pursuant to an endorsement approved of 

by the City’s Risk Manager; 

 10.  Be issued by a financially sound self-insurance pool or by 

an insurer that is authorized to do business in the state of Washington with a 

financial rating no less than an “A XII” in the latest edition of “Best’s Key Rating 

Guide,” published by A.M. Best Company; 
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 11.  Be endorsed to state that coverage under the policy shall 

not be suspended, voided, cancelled, or amended except after 30 days’ prior 

written notice of such has been given to the City; 

 12.  Include a waiver of subrogation rights to the extent that 

any liability for costs, losses, and damages resulting from any personal injury, 

death, and/or property damage may be covered by the proceeds of such insurance 

policies; and 

 13.  Include an endorsement that such policy is primary and 

noncontributing. 

  J.  The certificates shall contain a provision that coverage afforded 

under these policies will not be cancelled until at least 30 days’ prior written notice 

has been given to the City. 

  K.  In the event that the insurance certificate provided indicates that 

the insurance shall terminate or lapse during the period of the Right-of-Way then, in 

that event, Pierce Transit shall furnish, at least 30 days prior to the expiration of the 

date of such insurance, a renewed certificate of insurance as proof to the expiration 

of the date of such insurance, a renewed certificate of insurance as proof that equal 

and like coverage has been or will be obtained prior to any such lapse or 

termination during the balance of the period of the Right-of-Way. 

 Section 7.  Liability; Indemnification. 

  A.  Pierce Transit hereby agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the 

City harmless from any and all claims, demands, suits, actions, damages, 

recoveries, judgments, costs, or expenses arising or growing out of or in connection 
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with or resulting from, either directly or indirectly, the construction, installation, 

maintenance, operation, repair, removal, occupancy, use, and ownership of the 

Facilities by Pierce Transit, its Agents or Authorized Third Parties. 

  B.  Pierce Transit hereby releases the City from, and agrees to 

indemnify, defend, protect, and hold the City harmless from and against any and all 

claims, suits, judgments, liabilities, defense costs, and expenses (including, but not 

limited to, attorneys’ fees) arising out of any loss of and/or damage to the real or 

tangible personal property of the City, and any loss of and/or damage to the 

property of any Third Parties or Pierce Transit; any loss and/or damage on account 

of injury to or death of any persons whomsoever (including employees and agents 

of the parties hereto and all other persons) caused by or growing out of the 

presence of Pierce Transit or its employees, Agents, Authorized Third Parties, 

servants, contractors, or subcontractors in, upon, or along the Use Area or the plan, 

design, construction, and installation, or subsequent operations, maintenance, 

repair, reinstallation, replacement, relocation, or removal of Facilities or any part 

thereof; service interruption, cessation, or unreliability of the Transit Facilities, libel, 

slander, infringement of copyright, or unauthorized use of any trademark, trade 

name, or service mark arising out of the material, data, information, or other content 

transmitted or received over, or otherwise posted at the Facilities, unless such 

claims, suits, judgments, or liabilities arise from the sole actions or inaction of the 

City, its employees, servants, agents, contractors, or subcontractors. 

  C.  The parties hereby agree that no damages shall be recoverable 

from one another because of any dispossession that results from any failure of or 
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defect in the City’s title or the rights granted herein by the City to Pierce Transit.  

The City will cooperate with Pierce Transit’s actions to rectify any title defect and 

shall stipulate to judgment upon demand with regard to Pierce Transit’s title. 

  D.  The party in whose favor an indemnification runs, pursuant to any 

of Sections 7(A), 7(B), and 7(C) (the “Protected Party”), shall give the other party 

(the “Indemnifying Party”) prompt notice of any claims or actions of which it is aware 

against the Protected Party under this Agreement.  The Indemnifying Party shall 

promptly assume responsibility for the claim or undertake the defense of any 

litigation on behalf of the Protected Party, its agents, contractors, and employees; 

hold the Protected Party harmless for any expense associated therewith; and 

promptly pay any settlement or judgment that may be agreed to by the parties or 

entered by a court.  The Protected Party shall cooperate fully with the Indemnifying 

Party in the defense of any such claim or action without the prior written consent of 

the Indemnifying Party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.  In the 

event that the indemnifying Party does not assume and meet its obligations under 

Section 7(D) promptly upon receiving written notice from the Protected Party, the 

Protected Party may, at its option, make any expenditures or incur any obligations 

for the payment of money in connection with or arising out of the matters referred to 

in Sections 7(A), 7(B), and 7(C), including, but not limited to, attorney’s fees. Such 

sums paid or obligations incurred shall be deemed to be additional obligations of 

the Indemnifying Party under this Agreement and shall be paid by the Indemnifying 

Party upon the rendering of a statement to the Indemnifying Party therefore. 
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 Section 8.  Liens. 

  A.  The Right-of-Way is not subject to a claim of lien.  In the event that 

any City property becomes subject to any claims for mechanics’, artisans’ or 

materialmen’s liens, or other encumbrances chargeable to or through Pierce Transit 

which Pierce Transit does not contest in good faith, Pierce Transit shall promptly, 

and in any event within 30 days, cause such lien claim or encumbrance to be 

discharged or released of record (by payment, posting of bond, court deposit, or 

other means), without cost to the City, and shall indemnify the City against all costs 

and expenses (including attorneys’ fees) incurred in discharging and releasing such 

claim of lien or encumbrance.  If any such claim or encumbrance is not so 

discharged and released, the City may pay or secure the release or discharge 

thereof at the expense of Pierce Transit after first giving Pierce Transit five business 

days’ advance notice of its intention to do so. 

  B.  Nothing herein shall preclude Pierce Transit’s or the City’s contest 

of a claim of lien or other encumbrance chargeable to or through Pierce Transit or 

the City, or of a contract or action upon which the same arose. 

  C.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to give, and the City 

hereby expressly waives any claim of ownership in and to any part or the whole of 

Pierce Transit Facilities, except as may be otherwise provided herein. 

 Section 9.  Term; Termination.  

  A.  The Effective Date of this Agreement shall be retroactive to 

January 1, 2014 (the “Effective Date”), and unless sooner terminated pursuant to 

the terms hereof, shall remain in effect for five (5) years from such date (“Initial 
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Term”) with the right of the parties to renew this Agreement for an additional five (5) 

year term subject to the approval of each party’s governing board. 

  B.  Pierce Transit’s option to renew this Agreement for an additional 

five year term upon the same terms and conditions shall be subject to City Council 

approval, and the requirements of the City Charter.  Notice of Pierce Transit’s intent 

to exercise any renewal option shall be given to the City no sooner than one year 

and no later than 180 days prior to the expiration of the initial term.  Time shall not 

be “of the essence” with respect to the notice provisions in this subsection. 

  C.  Upon expiration or termination of this Agreement, Pierce Transit 

agrees to prepare, execute, and deliver to the City all documentation necessary to 

evidence such expiration/termination of this Agreement or portion thereof 

terminated.  No such termination, however, shall relieve the parties hereto of 

obligations accrued and unsatisfied at termination. 

  D.  Either party may terminate this agreement after ninety (90) days’ 

notice of intent to terminate to the other party and opportunity to cure any breach or 

nonperformance cited therein. 

 Section 10.  Remedies in Event of Breach. 

  A.  Remedies.  Either party has the right to exercise any and all of the 

following remedies, singly or in combination, in the event the other party violates 

any provision of this Agreement: 

   1.  Commence an action at law for monetary damages; 

   2.  Commence action for equitable or other relief; 



 

 -34- 
Ord16-0398.doc-JHC/bn 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

   3.  Seek specific performance of any provision that reasonably 

lends itself to such remedy. 

  B.  Cumulative Remedies.  In determining which remedy or remedies 

are appropriate, a court may take into consideration the nature and extent of the 

violation, the remedy needed to prevent such violations in the future, whether the 

party has a history of previous violations of the same or similar kind, and such other 

considerations as are appropriate under the circumstances. Remedies are 

cumulative; the exercise of one shall not foreclose the exercise of others. 

  C.  Failure to Enforce.  Neither party shall be relieved of any of its 

obligations to comply promptly with any provision of this Agreement by reason of 

any failure of the other party to enforce prompt compliance, and either party’s failure 

to enforce shall not constitute a waiver of rights or acquiescence in the conduct. 

  D.  Alternative Remedies.  No provision of this Agreement shall be 

deemed to bar the right of either party to seek or obtain judicial relief from a 

violation of any provision of the ordinance or any rule, regulation, requirement, or 

directive promulgated thereunder.  Neither the existence of other remedies 

identified in this Agreement nor the exercise thereof shall be deemed to bar or 

otherwise limit the right of either party to recover monetary damages for such 

violation or to seek and obtain judicial enforcement of obligations by means of 

specific performance, injunctive relief or mandate, or any other judicial remedy at 

law or in equity. 

 Section 11.  Revocation.  In addition to any rights set out elsewhere in this 

Agreement or the City Charter, the City reserves the right to declare a forfeiture or 
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otherwise revoke the Agreement, and all rights and privileges pertaining thereto, in 

the event that: 

  A.  Pierce Transit is in material non-compliance with this Agreement; 

  B.  Pierce Transit is found to have engaged in any actual or attempted 

fraud or deceit upon the City, persons, or customers;  

  C.  Pierce Transit fails to obtain and maintain any permit required by 

any federal or state regulatory body or by the City, relating to the construction, 

repair, and operation of the Facilities in the Right-of-Way; or 

  D.  At any time during the term of the Agreement, Pierce Transit fails 

to provide and maintain the insurance levels required by this Agreement or fails to 

satisfy the indemnity set out in this Agreement. 

 Before this Agreement, or any portion herein, is revoked, Pierce Transit shall 

be given notice and opportunity to cure (except in those cases where notice and 

opportunity to cure are not required, or would be otherwise futile). 

 If, after notice and opportunity to cure, the City finds that there has been an 

act or omission that would justify revocation or forfeiture of the Agreement, or any 

portion herein, the City may make an appropriate reduction in the remaining term of 

the Agreement or revoke the Agreement.  However, the Agreement may only be 

revoked or forfeited if:  (1) Pierce Transit was given written notice of the default; 

(2) Pierce Transit was given 30 days to cure the default; and (3) Pierce Transit 

failed to cure the default, or to propose a schedule for curing the default acceptable 

to the City when it is impossible to cure the default in 30 days.  No opportunity to 

cure is required for repeated violations and fraud shall be deemed incurable. 
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 Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City may declare an Agreement forfeited 

or revoked without opportunity to cure when Pierce Transit:  (1) transfers any right 

or obligation hereunder without prior consent of the City; (2) fails to pay any monies 

owed hereunder; or (3) defrauds or attempts to defraud the City or Pierce Transit’s 

customers.  However, Pierce Transit shall have the right to receive 30 days’ prior 

notice of an intent to declare the Agreement, or any portion herein, forfeited and 

shall have the opportunity to show cause before the Director of Public Works why 

the Agreement should not be forfeited or revoked. 

 Section 12.  Right to Require Removal of Property/Right to Remove 

Property. 

  A.  Upon termination of this Agreement, or termination of any Facility 

defined herein, and upon a demand by the City, Pierce Transit may be required to 

remove Facilities from any Public Right-of-Way, and restore such Right-of-Way and 

accompanying Use Area to its same or better condition that existed just prior to 

installation of the Facility(ies) to be removed, subject to any rights Pierce Transit 

may have to abandon property in place.  If Pierce Transit fails to complete a City 

required removal and/or does not complete repairs to the Right-of-Way to the 

satisfaction of the City Public Works Director, the City may perform the work and 

collect the cost thereof from Pierce Transit after removal. 

  B.  To the extent any portion of the Facilities in the Rights-of-Way or 

on any other public property is not removed by Pierce Transit within three months of 

the later of the end of the term of this Agreement or any continuation period, the 

Facility(ies) will be deemed abandoned and shall become the property of the City if 
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the City wishes to own it.  Provided that, in no case shall Pierce Transit be provided 

less than three months to remove its Facilities, measured from the date Pierce 

Transit is ordered to remove its Facilities. 

  C.  Any demand issued, pursuant to Section 12 (A), to remove the 

Facilities in whole or in part shall be sent by registered or certified mail to Pierce 

Transit not later than three months following the date of termination of this 

Agreement, except as may be otherwise agreed to by the parties.  Removal of 

Facilities and repairs to the Right-of-Way shall be completed (except with respect to 

property that Pierce Transit is permitted or required to abandon in place) not later 

than three months following the date of notification to remove the Facilities. 

 Section 13.  Covenants and Warranties. 

  A.  By execution of this Agreement, the City warrants: 

   1.  That the City has the full right and authority to enter into and 

perform this Agreement and any permits which may be granted in accordance with 

the terms hereof, and that by entering into or performing this Agreement the City is 

not in violation of its Charter or Bylaws, or any law, regulation, or agreement by 

which it is bound or to which it is bound or to which it is subject; it being understood, 

however, that the covenant and warranty contained in this section does not 

constitute a warranty, expressed or implied, by the City, of the right or rights granted 

by the City to Pierce Transit hereunder; and 

   2.  That the execution, delivery, and performance of this 

Agreement by the City has been duly authorized by all requisite corporate action, 

that the signatories for the City hereto are authorized to sign this Agreement, and 
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that, upon approval by the City, the joinder or consent of any other party, including 

a court or trustee or referee, is not necessary to make valid and effective the 

execution, delivery, and performance of this Agreement. 

  B.  By execution of this Agreement, Pierce Transit warrants: 

   1.  That Pierce Transit has full right and authority to enter into 

and perform this Agreement in accordance with the terms hereof, and by entering 

into or performing this Agreement, Pierce Transit is not in violation of its charter or 

bylaws, or any law, regulation or agreement by which it is bound or to which it is 

subject; and 

   2.  That the execution, delivery, and performance of this 

Agreement by Pierce Transit has been duly authorized, and that the joinder or 

consent of any other party, including a court or trustee or referee, is not necessary 

to make valid and effective the execution, delivery and performance of this 

Agreement. 

 Section 14.  Recording, Taxes, and Other Charges. 

  A.  Pierce Transit shall pay all transfer taxes, documentary stamps, 

recording costs or fees, or any similar expense in connection with the recording 

costs or fees, or any similar expense in connection with the recording or filing of any 

permits which may be granted hereunder.  Pierce Transit further agrees that if it is 

determined by any federal, state, or local governmental authority that the sale, 

acquisition, license, grant, transfer, or disposition of any part or portion of any 

Facility advertising or rights herein described requires the payment of any tax, levy, 

excise, assessment, or charges (including, without limitation, property, sales, or 
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use tax) under any statute, regulation, or rule, Pierce Transit shall pay the same, 

plus any penalty and/or interest thereon, directly to said taxing authority and shall 

hold the City harmless therefrom.  Pierce Transit shall pay all taxes, levies, excises, 

assessments, or charges, including any penalties and/or interest thereon, levied or 

assessed on the Facilities, or on account of their existence or use (including 

increases thereof attributable to such existence or use, and excluding taxes based 

on the income of the City), and shall indemnify the City against payment thereof.  

Pierce Transit shall have the right to claim, and the City shall reasonably cooperate 

with Pierce Transit in the prosecution of any such claim, for refund, rebate, 

reduction, or abatement of such tax(es). 

  B.  The City may pay any tax, levy, excise, assessment, or charge, 

plus any penalty and/or interest thereon, imposed upon Pierce Transit for which 

Pierce Transit is obligated pursuant to this section, if Pierce Transit does not pay 

such tax, levy, excise, assessment, or charge within 30 days after it becomes due.  

Pierce Transit shall reimburse the City for any such payment made, pursuant to the 

previous sentence, plus interest at the rate of 8 percent per annum. 

  C.  The City and Pierce Transit will cooperate in good faith to resolve 

any tax dispute that arises under this Agreement, which cooperation will include, but 

not be limited to, sharing of documents and cooperation of legal counsel. 

 Section 15.  Assignability; Beneficiary. 

  A.  This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of 

the parties hereto and their respective successors or assigns.  Except as otherwise 

provided herein, no assignment hereof or sublease shall be valid for any purpose 
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without the prior written consent of the other party, and any attempt by one party to 

assign or license the rights or obligations hereunder without prior written consent 

will give the other party the right, at its written election, immediately to terminate this 

Agreement or take any other lesser action with respect thereto.  The above 

requirement for consent shall not apply to:  (1) any disposition of all or substantially 

all of the assets of a party; (2) any corporate merger, consolidation, or 

reorganization, whether voluntary or involuntary; (3) a sublease or assignment of 

this Agreement (in whole or in part) to a wholly-owned subsidiary, affiliate, or parent 

company; (4) a license of the use of Advertising Space for commercial advertising 

as authorized pursuant to Section 3 of this Agreement; or (5) a sale, lease, or other 

conveyance by the City; provided, however, that no sublease or assignment under 

Subsections (2) or (3) shall be permitted to a company not under common control 

with Pierce Transit; and provided further, that no uncontested assignment shall 

relieve Pierce Transit of its obligations and liabilities under this Agreement. 

  B.  Either party hereto may assign any monetary receivables due 

them under this Agreement; provided however, such assignment shall not relieve 

the assignor of any of its rights or obligations under this Agreement. 

  C.  Pierce Transit acknowledges and agrees that the City may 

designate, in writing, a designee to:  (1) receive information (including information 

designated or identified as confidential) and notices under this Agreement; and 

(2) provide certain approvals or consents required from the City under this 

Agreement.  In the event of such designation, Pierce Transit may rely on approvals 
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or consents by such designee on behalf of the City as fully as if such actions were 

performed by the designator itself. 

 Section 16.  Notices. 

  A.  Unless otherwise provided herein, all notices and communications 

concerning this Agreement, shall be in writing and addressed to (one copy each): 

PIERCE TRANSIT 
Attention:  Clerk of the Board 
3701 96th Street SW 
Lakewood, WA 

 
and to: 
 

CITY OF TACOMA CITY OF TACOMA 
Attention: City Clerk Attention: Real Property Services 
733 Market Street, Room 11 747 Market Street, Room 737 
Tacoma, WA 98402 Tacoma, WA 98402 

 
or at such other addresses as may be designated in writing by the other party. 

  B.  Unless otherwise provided herein, notices shall be sent by 

registered or certified United States Mail, or other verifiable physical or electronic 

transmission, and shall be deemed served or delivered to addressee, or its office, 

upon date of actual receipt (if such acknowledgment, or other means), return receipt 

acknowledgment, or, if postal claim notice is given, on the date of its return marked 

“unclaimed”; provided, however, that upon receipt of a returned notice marked 

“unclaimed,” the sending party shall make reasonable effort to contact and notify 

the other party by telephone. 

 Section 17.  Miscellaneous. 

  A.  This Agreement shall survive delivery and/or recordation of each 

permit which may be granted hereunder. 
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  B.  Each party shall be responsible for its own costs, including legal 

fees, incurred in negotiating or finalizing this Agreement. 

  C.  The parties shall not be deemed in default with provisions of this 

Agreement where performance was rendered impossible by war or riots, civil 

disturbances, floods, or other natural catastrophes beyond the parties’ control; the 

unforeseeable unavailability of labor or materials; labor stoppages or slowdowns or 

power outages exceeding back-up power supplies.  This Agreement shall not be 

revoked or the parties penalized for such noncompliance; provided, that the parties 

take immediate and diligent steps to bring itself back into compliance and to comply 

as soon as practicable under the circumstances without unduly endangering the 

health, safety, and integrity of the public, Public Rights-of-Way, public property, or 

private property. 

  D.  This Agreement may be amended only by a written instrument 

executed by each of the parties hereto.  No failure to exercise and no delay in 

exercising, on the part of any party hereto, any rights, power, or privilege hereunder 

shall operate as a waiver hereof and no single or partial exercise of any other rights, 

power, or privilege, except as expressly provided herein. 

  E.  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties 

with respect to the subject matters hereof, and supersedes any and all prior 

negotiations (oral and written), understandings, and agreements with respect 

hereto. 

  F.  Section headings are intended as information only, and shall not 

be construed with the substance of the section they caption. 
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  G.  This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts, each of 

which shall be deemed an original, and all counterparts together shall constitute but 

one and the same instrument. 

  H.  No Recourse.  Without limiting such immunities as the City or 

other persons may have under applicable law, Pierce Transit shall have no 

monetary recourse whatsoever against the City or its officials, boards, 

commissions, agents, or employees for any loss or damage arising out of the City’s 

exercising its authority, pursuant to this Agreement or other applicable law; provided 

that, this section shall not apply in the event the Agreement is repealed, pursuant to 

Article VIII, Section 8.1(a) of the Tacoma City Charter. 

 I.  Notwithstanding Section 17(H) above, Pierce Transit shall maintain 

all of its rights regarding the enforcement of this Agreement at law and in equity. 

 Section 18.  Legal Forum.  This Agreement shall be interpreted, construed 

and enforced in accordance with the laws of the state of Washington.  Venue for 

any action under this Agreement shall be Pierce County, Washington. 

 Section 19.  Interpretation.  This Agreement is executed by all parties under 

current interpretations of applicable federal, state, or local statute, ordinance, law, or 

regulation. 

 Section 20.  Severability. 

  A.  In case any term of this Agreement shall be held invalid, illegal, or 

unenforceable in whole or in part, neither the validity of the remaining part of such 

term nor the validity of the remaining terms of this Agreement shall in any way be 

affected thereby. 
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  B.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the material provisions of this 

Agreement are not severable.  In the event that a court, agency, or legislature of 

competent jurisdiction acts or declares any nonmaterial provision of this Agreement 

is unenforceable according to its terms, or otherwise void, said provision shall be 

considered a separate, distinct, and independent part of this Agreement, and such 

holding shall not affect the validity and enforceability of all other provisions hereof.  

In the event that a court, agency, or legislature of competent jurisdiction acts so 

that, or declares that, any material provision of this Agreement is unenforceable 

according to its terms, or is otherwise void, the City and Pierce Transit agree to 

immediately enter into negotiations in good faith to restore the relative burdens and 

benefits of this Agreement, consistent with applicable law.  If the City and Pierce 

Transit are unable to agree to a modification of this Agreement within 60 days, 

either party may resort to litigation.  Pierce Transit and the City agree to participate 

in up to 16 hours of negotiation during the 60-day period. 

  C.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, if either Pierce Transit or the City 

believes a provision is not material then, within 14 days of a request by the other, 

both parties shall enter into negotiations to resolve the provision at issue.  The 

obligation to negotiate is not tolled, and the City and Pierce Transit must discharge 

their negotiation responsibility notwithstanding the dispute as to materiality.  If there 

is a dispute as to materiality, the remedies provided for in the preceding paragraph 

shall be additive, not alternative.  The remedies provided for herein do not prevent 

the City or Pierce Transit from contending that a particular provision is enforceable, 

or foreclose any remedies if a provision is unenforceable. 
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 Section 21.  Execution.  Pierce Transit shall execute and return to the City 

three original countersigned copies of this ordinance and a signed acceptance of 

the Agreement granted hereunder within 30 days after the date of passage of the 

ordinance by the City Council and authorization to enter into this Agreement by the 

Pierce Transit Board of Commissioners.  The acceptance shall be in a form 

acceptable to the City Attorney, and in accepting this Agreement, Pierce Transit 

warrants that it has carefully read the terms and conditions of this Agreement and 

unconditionally accepts all of the terms and conditions of this Agreement and 

agrees to abide by the same and acknowledges that it has relied upon its own 

investigation of all relevant facts, that it has had the assistance of counsel, that it 

was not induced to accept this Agreement, that this Agreement represents the 

entire agreement between Pierce Transit and the City.  The countersigned 

ordinance and acceptance shall be returned to the City accompanied by: 

(1) evidence of insurance; and (2) a payment for publication costs. The rights 

granted herein shall not become effective until all of the foregoing is received in  
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acceptable form.  Upon passage by the City and acceptance of this Agreement by 

Pierce Transit, any prior franchise agreement between the parties shall terminate 

and be replaced in its entirety by this Ordinance. 

 
Passed      
 
 
            
      Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Deputy City Attorney 
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ACCEPTANCE OF CITY FRANCHISE 
 

 
Ordinance No. ________, effective ______________, 2016. 

 I, _______________________, am the ____________________ of the 

Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area Corporation, and am the 

authorized representative to accept the above referenced City franchise ordinance 

on behalf of the Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area Corporation. 

 I certify that this franchise and all terms and conditions thereof are accepted 

by Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area Corporation. 

 DATED this ______ day of ______________, 2016. 

 
     Pierce County Public Transportation Benefit Area 

Corporation      
 

     By         

    Its         



APPENDIX “A” 
 

Sample Revenue Detail Sheet 
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AN ORDINANCE relating to the Six-Year Comprehensive Transportation 
Program; authorizing the adoption of the Six-Year Comprehensive 
Transportation Improvement Program Amended 2015-2016 for 2017-2022. 
 
WHEREAS RCW 35.77.010 provides that the legislative body of each city 

and town shall: (1) prepare and adopt a comprehensive transportation program 

for the ensuing six calendar years and annually thereafter, pursuant to one or 

more public hearings; (2) prepare and adopt a revised and extended 

comprehensive transportation program; and (3) file with the Secretary of 

Transportation of the state of Washington each one-year extension and revision 

thereof, and 

WHEREAS RCW 35.77.010 further provides that each city shall include in 

its comprehensive transportation program the intended expenditure of revenues 

for non-motorized transportation purposes, and 

WHEREAS the proposed Six-Year Comprehensive Transportation 

Improvement Program Amended 2015-2016 for 2017-2022 (“Program”) was 

presented to the Transportation Commission on January 20, 2016, and 

WHEREAS the proposed Program was presented to the Infrastructure, 

Planning, and Sustainability Committee on April 13, 2016, and was approved by 

the committee for consideration by the City Council, and 

WHEREAS, on May 24, 2016, a public hearing was held by the City Council 

to receive citizen comments on the proposed Program, with no public testimony 

provided during the hearing; Now, Therefore, 
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 That, in light of no public testimony being presented at the May 24, 2016, 

public hearing, the Six-Year Comprehensive Transportation Improvement Program 

Amended 2015-2016 for 2017-2022 is hereby adopted, said document to be 

substantially in the form of the proposed document on file in the office of the City 

Clerk. 

 
Passed     
 
            
      Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Deputy City Attorney 
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AN ORDINANCE regulating the distribution of carryout bags; amending 

Chapter 12.09 of the Tacoma Municipal Code by adding thereto a new 
Section 12.09.215, entitled “Bring Your Own Bag”; prohibiting the use of 
carryout bags except reusable carryout bags and recycled paper carryout 
bags; requiring retail establishments to collect a pass-through charge from 
customers requesting recycled paper and reusable carryout bags; providing 
for reporting of the aggregate number of recycled paper carryout bags 
annually distributed; establishing penalties; providing for outreach; providing 
for a study of the impacts of the requirements of the new Section 12.09.215; 
establishing an effective date; and providing for severability. 

 WHEREAS the Washington State Legislature (“Legislature”), in 

RCW 70.95.010(8)(a), established waste reduction as the first priority for the 

collection, handling, and management of solid waste, and 

 WHEREAS the Legislature, in RCW 70.95.010(4), found that it is 

“necessary to change manufacturing and purchasing practices and waste 

generation behaviors to reduce the amount of waste that becomes a 

governmental responsibility,” and  

 WHEREAS the Legislature, in RCW 70.95.010(6)(c), found that it is the 

responsibility of city governments “to assume primary responsibility for solid waste 

management and to develop and implement aggressive and effective waste 

reduction and source separation strategies,” and 

 WHEREAS, in May 2014, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 38907, 

reaffirming the goal of diverting 70 percent of the City’s waste from landfilling by 

2018, and called for strategies to reduce consumption of single-use carryout bags, 

bottles, and other products, which can be accomplished through restrictions and 

price signals, and 
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 WHEREAS, as demonstrated in the City’s STAR Communities 4 Star 

rating, Lifecycle City resolution, and Environmental Action Plan, it is the City’s 

desire to conserve resources, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, waste, litter, 

and marine pollution, and to protect the public health and welfare, including 

wildlife, all of which increase the quality of life for the City’s residents, and 

 WHEREAS less reliance on single-use carryout bags contributes toward 

the goals of conserving energy and natural resources while reducing greenhouse 

gases and litter, and 

 WHEREAS plastic bags are made of nonrenewable resources and never 

biodegrade; they photo-degrade and can take hundreds of years to break down 

into tiny toxic bits which can seep into the soil, waterways, lakes, and bays, 

posing a threat to animal life and the natural food chain, and  

 WHEREAS the Ocean Conservancy cited plastic bags as within the 

10 most collected items in the 2013 Coastal Cleanup in Washington State, and 

 WHEREAS, as noted in the Seattle Public Utilities’ “Alternatives to 

Disposable Shopping Bags and Food Service Items,” although single-use paper 

carryout bags are made from renewable resources and are less environmentally 

impactful with regard to litter than single-use plastic carryout bags, they do require 

significant environmental resources to manufacture, transport, recycle, and/or 

dispose of, and 

 WHEREAS the Washington State Department of Ecology’s “Beyond the 

Curb” study of commingled residential recyclables from the Southwest Region, 

which includes Pierce County, estimates that it takes $700-$1,000 per ton for 

recycling centers to remove plastic films from other recyclables, and 
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 WHEREAS, in order to reduce the use of single-use plastic and paper 

carryout bags in the City, it is necessary to regulate such use, and 

 WHEREAS an Environmental Checklist for a non-project action has been 

prepared under the State Environmental Policy Act (RCW Chapter 43.21.C), 

pursuant to Washington Administrative Code Chapter 197-11; and a Notice of 

Adoption and a Determination of Non-Significance (“DNS”) was issued on June 6, 

2016, with the comment period ending on June 20, 2016, and 

 WHEREAS the City Council solicited feedback and comments from 

residents and businesses, and considered various studies, reports, articles, and 

other references, including, but not limited to:  Plastic Bag Staff Report, City of 

Kirkland (2013); The Most Popular Tax in Europe? Lessons From the Irish Plastic 

Bags Levy, Frank Convey, Simon McDonnell, Susana Ferreira; Environmental 

and Resource Economics, Environ Resource Econ (2007) 38:1-11; The Evolution 

of SF’s Plastic Bag Ban, Jennie Reilly Romer, Golden Gate University 

Environmental Law Journal, 1 Golden Gate Envt’l L.J. 439 (2007); and 

Assessment of the Potential for Cross Contamination of Food Products by 

Reusable Shopping Bags, American Chemistry Council – By Charles P. Gerba, 

David Williams, Ryan G. Sinclair (2010), and  

 WHEREAS regulations that prohibit the use of single-use plastic carryout 

bags and require a pass-through charge on all carryout bags will encourage 

shoppers to bring their own reusable carryout bags, reduce the cost of solid waste 

disposal by the City, and protect the environment, and 

 WHEREAS the City Council finds that it is in the best interest of the health, 

safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City that the proposed amendment to 
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Chapter 12.09 of the Tacoma Municipal Code, attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” be 

approved; Now, Therefore,  

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TACOMA: 

 Section 1.  That Chapter 12.09 of the Tacoma Municipal Code (“TMC”) is 

hereby amended by the addition of a new section, to be known and designated as 

Section 12.09.215, “Bring Your Own Bag,” consisting of six subsections to read as 

set forth in the attached Exhibit “A.” 

 Section 2.  That the City Manager is directed to establish and conduct 

focused outreach with low-income populations and communities of color to provide 

assistance in achieving compliance with the requirements of TMC 12.09.215. 

 Section 3.  That the City Manager is directed to conduct a study to 

evaluate the impacts of TMC 12.09.215 on low-income populations and 

communities of color, to be completed within 18 months of implementation of 

TMC 12.09.215. 

 Section 4.  Commencing in 2018 and ending in 2020, the City Manager 

shall (1) aggregate the data received from the annual reports voluntarily 

submitted by retail establishments pursuant to TMC 12.09.215.C, annually report 

the aggregate totals to the City Council, and report the annual and cumulative 

percentage change in the number of recycled paper carryout bags distributed; 

(2) conduct an annual voluntary survey of retail establishments regarding the 

impact of TMC 12.09.215 on retail establishments, including the challenges of 

implementation, improvements that could be made, whether carryout bag 

practices have changed, and impacts to customer experiences; and (3) report the 

results of the survey to the City Council.     
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Section 5.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this 

ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of 

any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of 

the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council hereby declares that it 

would have passed this ordinance and each and every section, subsection, 

sentence, clause, or phrase not declared invalid or unconstitutional without  

regard to whether any portion of the ordinance would be subsequently declared 

invalid or unconstitutional.  

 Section 6.  This ordinance shall become effective at 12:01 a.m. 365 days 

after enactment.  
 
 
Passed      
 
            
      Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 
      
City Clerk 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
      
Chief Deputy City Attorney 
  



 

 -6- 
Ord16-0509sub2.doc-CDB/bn 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

EXHIBIT “A” 
 

CHAPTER 5.55 

BRING YOUR OWN BAG 

 

Sections: 
5.55.010 Definitions. 
5.55.020 Regulations. 
5.55.030 Pass-Through Charge. 
5.55.040 Exemptions. 
5.55.050 Enforcement.  
5.55.060 Violations; Penalties; Appeal. 
 

Chapter 12.09 
SOLID WASTE, RECYCLING, AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 

 
Sections: 
12.09.010 Purpose. 
12.09.020 Authority. 
12.09.030 Definitions. 
12.09.040 General requirements. 
12.09.050 Transportation. 
12.09.060 Requirements for containers. 
12.09.070 Special permits. 
12.09.080 Assistance to elderly and/or disabled individuals. 
12.09.090 Rate reduction for low-income senior and low-income disabled individuals. 
12.09.092 Authority to allow residential or commercial service. 
12.09.095 Disposal rate reduction for qualifying nonprofit materials salvage/recycling corporation(s). 
12.09.100 Collection. 
12.09.105 Pilot Projects. 
12.09.110 Residential automated and semi-automated services. 
12.09.120 Commercial services. 
12.09.130 Use of Recovery and Transfer Center Facility (disposal site) – General. 
12.09.140 Disposal rates. 
12.09.150 Repealed. 
12.09.160 Billing periods, payments and collections. 
12.09.170 Disposal area automated scale system cards. 
12.09.180 State tax. 
12.09.190 Prohibited material. 
12.09.200 Disposal of asbestos-containing material. 
12.09.210 Recycling – General. 
12.09.215 Bring  Your Own Bag. 
12.09.220 Enforcement. 
12.09.230 Violations – Penalties. 
12.09.240 Notice of violations – Civil penalties. 
12.09.250 Appeals of special permits. 

5.55.010  Definitions.  

12.09.215  Bring Your Own Bag. 

A. Definitions. 

“Agent” means any director, partner, high managerial agent, officer, or employee of a retail establishment, 
or any other person who is authorized to act on behalf of the corporation. 
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B.  “Carryout bag” means any bag that is provided by a retail establishment at the point-of-sale to a 
customer for use to transport or carry away purchases, such as merchandise, goods, or food from the retail 
establishment. “Carryout bag” does not include:  

1. Product Bags; or  

2. Newspaper bags, door-hanger bags, laundry dry cleaning bags, tire bags, or bags sold in packages 
containing multiple bags intended for use as garbage, pet waste, or yard waste bags.  

C. “Corporation” means any firm, business, association, partnership, limited liability company, corporation, 
or other legal entity, public or private, however organized. 

D. “Department” means the Environmental Services Department. 

E. “Director” means the Director of the Environmental Services Department and the Solid Waste Division 
Manager, as designee. 

F. “High managerial agent” means an officer or director of a corporation or any other agent in a position of 
comparable authority with respect to the formulation of policy of the corporation or the supervision in a 
managerial capacity of subordinate employees. 

G. “Pass-through charge” means the charge which must be collected by a retail establishment from its 
customers when providing a recycled paper or reusable carryout bags. The pass-through charge is retained 
by the retailer.  

H. “Product bag” means any bag provided to a customer for use within a retail establishment to assist in the 
collection or transport of products to the point-of-sale within the retail establishment. Product bags include, 
by way of example, bags that are used by consumers inside stores to: (a) package bulk items such as fruit, 
vegetables, mushrooms, nuts, grains, candy or small hardware items; (b) contain or wrap frozen foods, meat, 
or fish, whether packaged or not; (c) contain or wrap flowers, potted plants, or other items where dampness 
may be a problem; (d) contain unwrapped prepared foods or bakery goods; (e) contain pharmacy 
prescriptions; and (f) safeguard public health and safety during the transportation of hot, prepared take-out 
foods and prepared liquids intended for consumption away from the premises. 

I. “Recycled paper carryout bag” means a paper carryout bag provided by a store to a customer at the 
point-of-sale that meets all of the following requirements:  

1. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this subsection (I), the paper carryout bag contains an average of 
40 percent postconsumer recycled materials;  

2. An eight-pound or smaller recycled paper bag shall contain a minimum of 20 percent postconsumer 
recycled material;  

3. The paper carryout bag is accepted for recycling in curbside programs in a majority of households that 
have access to curbside recycling programs in the City;  

4. The paper carryout bag is capable of composting, consistent with the timeline and specifications of the 
American Society of Testing and Material (ASTM) Standard D6400, as published in Master Environmental 
Assessment on Single Use and Reusable Bags, March 2010; and 

5. Printed on the paper carryout bag is the minimum percentage of postconsumer content.  

J. “Retail establishment” means any corporation that sells or provides merchandise, goods, or materials, 
including, without limitation, clothing, food, or personal items of any kind, directly to a customer; retail 
establishment includes, by way of example and not limitation, any grocery store, department store, hardware 
store, pharmacy, liquor store, restaurant, catering truck, convenience store, and any other retail store or 
vendor, including temporary ones at farmers markets, street fairs, and festivals.  

K. “Reusable carryout bag” means a bag made of cloth or other material with handles that is specifically 
designed and manufactured for long-term multiple reuse and meets all of the following requirements:  

1. Is machine washable or made from a material that can be cleaned or disinfected, and 

2. If made of film plastic, is a minimum of at least 2.25 mils thick. 

L. “Single-use plastic carryout bag” means any bag made from plastic or any material marketed or labeled as 
“biodegradable” or “compostable” that is not intended for continuous reuse as a carryout bag and that is less 
than 2.25 mils thick.  
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5.55.020B.  Regulations. 

A1. No retail establishment in the City shall provide a carryout bag to a customer unless otherwise permitted 
pursuant to this chapter. 

B2. No retail establishment shall distribute a carryout bag at any City facility, City-managed concession, 
City-sponsored event, or City-permitted event unless otherwise permitted pursuant to this chapter. 

C3. Retail establishments in the City may, subject to TMC 5.55.030, provide to a customer at the 
point-of-sale a reusable carryout bag or a recycled paper carryout bag. 

D4. A retail establishment may make reusable carryout bags available to customers through sale. 

5.55.030C.  Pass-Through Charge. 

A1. Retail establishments that provide a customer with a carryout bag shall charge the customer a reasonable 
pass-through charge of not less than five cents.  Retailers shall not collect a pass-through charge for any bags 
brought to the retail establishment by a customer. 

B2. Retail establishments shall indicate on the customer transaction receipts the total amount of the 
pass-through charge.  

C3. A retail establishment may provide a reusable carryout bag, free of charge, to any customer during a 
limited time, in-store promotional event. Such events shall not exceed a total of 12 days within any 
consecutive 12-month period. 

4.  Annual Reporting. All retail establishments required to levy and collect pass-through charges pursuant to 
this chapter, shall report to the Director the aggregate number of recycled paper carryout bags provided to 
customers as provided below: 

a. Reporting Obligation.  On an annual basis, beginning in 2018 and ending in 2020, on or before September 
30th of each year, a retail establishment shall report the number of recycled paper carryout bags provided to 
customers by the retail establishment from August 1st of the previous year through July 31st of the reporting 
year.   

b. If an operator of a retail establishment has more than one location subject to this ordinance, the operator 
may aggregate the total number of bags to be reported for all subject locations into a single report. The 
reporting form shall be signed by a responsible officer or agent of the retail establishment.  The individual 
signing the report shall swear or affirm that the information in the form is true and complete. 

5.55.040D.  Exemptions. 

A1. Notwithstanding the requirements contained in TMC 5.55.030, retailers may not collect a pass-through 
charge from anyone with a voucher or electronic benefits card issued under programs including, but not 
limited to, Women Infants and Children (WIC); Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF); Federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), also known as Basic Food; and The Washington State 
Food Assistance Program (FAP).   

B2. Food banks and other food assistance programs are exempt from the requirements of this chapter. 

3. Retail establishments engaged in retail sales occurring at any special event or show licensed under 
TMC Chapter 6B.230 (Temporary Licenses), or exempt from the temporary licensing requirements pursuant 
to TMC 6B.230.050(A) through (E), are not subject to the requirements of this chapter.   

C4. The Director may exempt a retail establishment from the requirements of this chapter for up to a 
one-year period, upon a request by the retail establishment showing that the conditions of this chapter would 
cause undue hardship. An “undue hardship” shall only be found in:  

1a. Circumstances or situations unique to the particular retail establishment, such that there are no 
reasonable alternatives to single-use plastic carryout bags or a pass-through charge cannot be collected; or  

2b. Circumstances or situations unique to the retail establishment, such that compliance with the 
requirements of this chapter would deprive a person of a legally protected right.  

If a retail establishment requires an exemption beyond the initial exemption period, the retail establishment 
must reapply prior to the end of the exemption period and must demonstrate continued undue hardship if it 
wishes to have the exemption extended. Extensions may only be granted for intervals not to exceed one year.  
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An exemption request shall include all information necessary for the City to make its decision, including, 
but not limited to, documentation showing the factual support for the claimed exemption. The Director may 
require the applicant to provide additional information to permit the City to determine facts regarding the 
exemption request.  

The Director may approve the exemption request, in whole or in part, with or without conditions.  

Exemption decisions are effective immediately. A party aggrieved by a final decision may appeal or seek 
review of the decision in accordance with applicable law. Unless another period of time applies under 
applicable law or court rule, an appeal of the decision must be filed within 21 calendar days from the date 
the final decision was served personally or placed in the United States mail, postage prepaid and properly 
addressed. 

The City Council may, by resolution, establish a fee for exemption requests. The fee shall be sufficient to 
cover the costs of processing the exemption request.  

5.55.050DE.  Enforcement. 

The Director is authorized to establish regulations consistent with this chapter, and to take any and all 
actions reasonable and necessary to obtain compliance with this chapter, including, but not limited to, 
inspecting the premises of any retail establishment to verify compliance, issuance of a notice of violation, 
and enforcement of other remedies available at law.  

5.55.060EF.  Violations; Penalties; Appeal. 

A1. Any retail establishment violating or failing to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, or any 
lawful rule or regulation adopted by the Director pursuant thereto, shall be guilty of a civil violation. 

B2. A retail establishment is strictly liable for the acts or omissions of its agents that constitute a civil 
violation. 

C3. It is the responsibility of the retail establishment to contact the Department to request inspection for 
compliance with this code. 

D4. Penalties for violations of this chapter may be assessed in the amount of $250 for each day during which 
the violation continues. 

E5. Contents of Notice of Civil Violation.  The notice of civil violation shall set forth and contain: 

1a. The name and last known address of the retail establishment;  

2b. The name, business address, and telephone number of the enforcement officer issuing the notice of civil 
violation;  

3c. The street address or a description sufficient for identification of the building, structure, premises, or 
land upon or within which the violation has occurred or is occurring;  

4d. A description of the nature, extent, and time of the violation and a reference to the regulation or 
provision of the Tacoma Municipal Code (“TMC”) that has been violated;  

5e. A statement setting forth the monetary penalty imposed and each violation or violations that are subject 
to such monetary penalty;  

6f. A statement that the retail establishment to which the notice of civil violation is issued may appeal the 
notice of civil violation;  

7g. A statement that a notice of civil violation issued pursuant to this chapter represents a determination that 
the violation or violations identified in the notice has/have been committed and that this determination is 
final and conclusive unless appealed; and 

8h. Any additional information that may be required under the TMC or regulation that is alleged to have 
been violated. 

F6. Service of the notice of violation shall be made by: 

1a. First-class mail to the retail establishment and/or agent on whom the penalty was imposed. Where 
service of the notice of violation is by mail, service shall be deemed complete upon the third day following 
the day upon which it is placed in the mail, unless the third day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal legal 
holiday, in which event service shall be deemed complete on the first day other than a Saturday, Sunday, or 
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legal holiday following the third day. Service by posting shall be accomplished on the date of the posting in 
compliance with this section; or 

2b. Served directly upon an agent of the retail establishment; or 

3c. Posted on the property. Posting shall mean affixing a copy of the document in a conspicuous place on the 
property(ies) where the violation occurred, with at least one copy of such document placed at an entryway to 
the property or structure if an entryway exists. 

G7. Civil penalties will continue to accrue until the retail establishment comes into compliance with the 
provisions of this chapter.  

H8. The retail establishment to which the notice of violation was issued may appeal the notice of violation to 
the City Hearing Examiner pursuant to the provisions of TMC Chapter 1.23 by filing an appeal with the 
Department within 21 calendar days following service of the notice of violation. 

I9. The City Attorney may seek legal, injunctive, or other equitable relief to enforce this chapter.  

J10. Each violation of this chapter shall be considered a separate violation.  

K11. Payment of a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this chapter does not relieve a person of the duty 
to correct the violation as ordered by the code enforcement officer. 

L12. The remedies and penalties provided in this section are cumulative and not exclusive, and nothing in 
this chapter shall preclude the City from pursuing any other remedies provided by law. 
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