
City of Tacoma 
City Manager 

November 12,2009 

City Council Members 
City of Tacoma 
747 Market Street, Room 1200 
Tacoma, Washington 98402 

Dear Council Members: 

The City Council Study Session of Tuesday, November 17,2009, will be held in 
Room 16, Tacoma Municipal Building North, 733 Market Street, at noon. 

The live audio stream is available on both www.tvtacoma.com and on TV Tacoma, 
Channel 12 in Tacoma city limits on both Click! and Comcast cable systems. 

(1 ) Six-Year Transportation Program 
(2) Private Property Inflow and Infiltration Sewer Program 
(3) Neighborhoods & Housing Committee's Affordable Housing Proposal 
(4) Other Items of Interest 

• Cheney Stadium Lease Agreement 
• Appointments to Vacant Council Member Positions 

(5) Agenda Review 

and any other such business as may be properly brought before the Council at 
such meeting. The City Council may take action to accept, reject, or modify any or 
all proposed program(s). 

Si221_-, 
Eric A. Anderson 
City Manager 

EAA:crh 

747 Market Street, Room 1200 I Tacoma, Washington 98402-3766 1(253) 591-5130 I FAX (253) 591-5123 
www.ci~oftacoma.org 



City of Tacoma 
Legal Department - City Clerk's Office 

November 12,2009 

NOTICE 

Change of Location 

Committee of the Whole 

Notice is hereby given that the Committee of the Whole meeting of Tuesday, 
November 17, 2009, has been moved to the first floor of the Tacoma Municipal 
Building North, located at 733 Market Street, in Room 16. The meeting is scheduled 
to begin at 3:00 p.m. 

Washington State Transportation Committee Chair, Senator Mary Margaret Haugen, 
will be presenting a transportation funding update to the City Council. 

Doris Sorum 
City Clerk 

747 Market Street, Room 220 I Tacoma, WA 98402-3768 I (253) 591-5171 I FAX (253) 591-5300 
www.cityoftacoma.org 



TIME 

10:30 AM 
4:30 PM 
6:00 PM 
6:00 PM 

9:00AM 
11:00 AM 

NOON 

3:00PM 
5:00PM 

9:00 AM 
1:30 PM 
3:00PM 

4:00PM 
4:00PM 
4:00PM 

4:30 PM 
5:30 PM 

7:30AM 

8:00 AM 

8:30 AM 
9:00AM 

10:00 AM 

4:00PM 

4:30 PM 

5:30 PM 

8:00 AM 

1:00 PM 

MEETINGS FOR THE WEEK OF 

NOVEMBER 16 THROUGH 20, 2009 

MEETING LOCATION 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16,2009 
Crystal Judson Family Justice Center Executive Board 930 Tacoma Ave S., Conf. Rm. 2 
Neighborhoods and Housing Committee 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 
Tacoma Public Library- Special Meeting 1102 Tacoma Ave. S., Main Library, 3rd Flr. Conf. Rm. 
Metro Parks Tacoma Board of Commissioners 4702 S. 19th St., Metro Parks Board Rm. 

Work Session 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2009 
Hearing Examiner's Hearing 
Bid Opening 
City Council Study Session 
Committee of the Whole - Location Change 
City Council Meeting 

747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
3628 S. 35th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN - M1 
733 Market St., Municipal Bldg. N., Conf. Rm. 16 
733 Market St., Municipal Bldg. N., Conf. Rm. 16 
747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009 
Contracts & Awards Board ** 
Dangerous Building Hearings 
Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health Study Session 

- Special Meeting 
George, South Afi'ica Sister City Committee 
Planning Commission 
Housing Authority of the City of Tacoma Board of 

COlll111issioners Meeting 
Government Performance & Finance Conmlittee 
Tacoma Public Library Board of Trustees 

3628 S. 35 th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN - M1 
747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
3629 S. D. St. Rainier Conf. Rm. 

2354 Jefferson, Commencement Bay Coffee 
747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
902 S. L St., Administration Bldg., 2nd FIr. Conf. Rm. 

747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 
1102 Tacoma Ave. S., Main Library, Olympic Rm. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2009 
Tacoma Community Redevelopment Authority Board 747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 

- Special Meeting 
Tacoma Employes' Retirement System Board Quarterly 

Managers'Meeting 
Workforce Central Executive Board 
Hearing Examiner's Hearing 
Public Safety, Human Services, & Education Committee 

- Special Meeting 
Housing Authority of the City of Tacoma Board of 

Commissioners Meeting CANCELLED 
Environnlent & Public Works Committee 

- Special Meeting 
Human Rights Commission - Location Change 

3628 S. 35th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN - LTl 

930 Tacoma Ave. S., Rm. 737 
747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Council Chambers 
747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 

747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 248 

747 Market St., Municipal Bldg., Conf. Rm. 148 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20,2009 
Tacoma Employes' Retirement System Board Quarterly 3628 S. 35th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN-LTl 

Managers' Meeting 
Tacoma Employes' Retirement System Board Meeting 3628 S. 35 th St., Public Utilities Bldg., ABN-LTl 

Meeting sites are accessible to persons with disabilities. Disabled persons requiring special acconmlodations should 
contact the appropriate department(s) 48 hours prior to the meeting time. 

"'* The Contracts & Awards Board (C&A Board) lIIay meet weekly on Wednesdays if there is regular business to conduct. Updated meeting infonnation and agendas 
are posted by Tuesday of each week on the City of Tacoma Purchasing website at: II Please check this website to confinn whether a 
C&A Board meeting will actually be held this week. 



        

City Council Agenda 
http://www.cityoftacoma.org 

City Council Chambers, 747 Market Street, First Floor, Tacoma, Washington 98402 

 
 November 17, 2009 – 5:00 p.m. 
 Call to Order. 

 Roll Call. 

 Flag Salute. 

 Moment of Silence. 

 ITEMS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

(  1) a. Minutes of the Government Performance and Finance Committee, 
October 21, 2009. 

(  3) b. Minutes of the Public Utility Board study session and meeting, 
October 14, 2009; and special meeting, October 20, 2009. 

(14) c. Minutes of the Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health meeting, 
October 7, 2009; special meeting/study session, October 21, 2009; and 
public hearing, October 22, 2009. 

(27) d. Director of Finance Report, September 2009.  
 e. Monthly Financial Reports for Fleet Services, Solid Waste Management, 

Theaters, Wastewater Management, and Wastewater and Surface Water 
Management, September 2009.   

C O N S E N T  A G E N D A  
(38) Approval of the minutes of the City Council study session of October 20, 2009; 

and meetings of October 13, 20, and 27, 2009, and November 3, 2009. 
 Ayes:  ___  Nays:  ___  Absent:  ___  Abstaining:  ___  Items Removed:  ___ 

 PROCLAMATIONS, RECOGNITIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 This is the time set aside for public comment on items on the agenda. Speakers 
are asked to identify the specific agenda items they wish to address and comments 
will be limited to up to five minutes per person. Comments will not be accepted on 
Ordinances or Communication Items forwarded to the City Council by the 
Hearing Examiner for which a public hearing has already been held. There are no 
items on tonight's agenda forwarded to the City Council by the Hearing Examiner. 



 (Page No.)   City Council Agenda – Page 2 – November 17, 2009 

R E G U L A R  A G E N D A  

 RESOLUTIONS 

 Resolution No. 37916 
(72) Endorsing the creation and ongoing development of the Complete Streets Design 

Guidelines; and directing the City Manager to implement the Mixed-Use Centers 
Complete Streets Design Guidelines and the Residential Complete Streets Design 
Guidelines. 

 Ayes:  _____  Nays:  _____  Absent:  _____  Abstaining:  _____  

 Resolution No. 37917 
(77) Stating a finding of substantial need, and authorizing the City to increase the 

2010 Ad Valorem property tax revenue collection for the General Fund property 
tax levy to one percent, as the implicit price deflator is currently negative. 

 Ayes:  _____  Nays:  _____  Absent:  _____  Abstaining:  _____  

 Resolution No. 37918 
(81) Stating a finding of substantial need, and authorizing the City to increase the 

2010 Emergency Medical Services levy to one percent, as the implicit price 
deflator is currently negative. 

 Ayes:  _____  Nays:  _____  Absent:  _____  Abstaining:  _____  

 Resolution No. 37919 
(85) Authorizing the execution of a long-term, 30-year agreement with SDL Baseball 

Partnership, LLC, for the lease of Cheney Stadium from January 1, 2011, 
through December 31, 2041. 

 Ayes:  _____  Nays:  _____  Absent:  _____  Abstaining:  _____  

 FINAL READING OF ORDINANCES 

 Ordinance No. 27847 
 Amending Chapter 10.10 of the Municipal Code, relating to the contracting 

process, by amending Section 10.10.010 to align the retainage requirements on 
public improvements with state law, allow delegation of final acceptance of public 
improvements, provide flexibility to issue monthly progress payments throughout 
the month, and streamline the process for final contract payment calculation.  

 Ayes:  _____  Nays:  _____  Absent:  _____  Abstaining:  _____  
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 FIRST READING OF ORDINANCES 

 Ordinance No. 27848 
(91) Authorizing an increase in 2010 for Ad Valorem tax collection in terms of both 

dollars and a percentage increase of one percent. 

 Ordinance No. 27849 
(95) Authorizing an increase in 2010 for property tax revenue collection in terms of both 

dollars and a percentage increase of one percent for Emergency Medical Services. 

 Ordinance No. 27850 
(99) Fixing the 2010 Ad Valorem property tax levy. 

 Ordinance No. 27851 
(104) Fixing the 2010 property tax levy for Emergency Medical Services. 

 Ordinance No. 27852 
(109) Providing for the issuance and sale of up to seven series of limited tax general 

obligation bonds in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $51,000,000, to 
rehabilitate Cheney Stadium, acquire land, and construct and improve other 
capital projects.  

 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPEALS (Will begin at approximately 5:30 p.m.) 

(147) This is the date set for a public hearing by the City Council on the proposed 
issuance of recovery zone facility bonds, in an aggregate principal amount not to 
exceed $4,979,000, to finance the rehabilitation, improvement, construction, and 
expansion of Cheney Stadium. 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

 REPORTS BY THE CITY MANAGER 
 

 COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 Environment and Public Works Committee 

 ADJOURNMENT 

 
City Council Agendas and Minutes, Study Session Minutes, and 

current Weekly Meeting Schedule can be accessed at 
http://www.cityoftacoma.org 

 

The Council Chambers is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Persons requiring special 
accommodations should contact the City Clerk’s Office, (253) 591-5171 or (TTY) (253) 591-5153, before 
5:00 p.m. on the Monday preceding the Council meeting. 

 



Government Performance and Finance 
Committee Minutes 

http://www.cityoftacoma.org/GPF 
Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248, 747 Market Street, Tacoma, Washington 98402 

October 21, 2009 

Chair Lonergan called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m. 

Council Committee Members Present: Anderson, Lonergan, and Mayor Baarsma. 

Council Committee Members Absent: Strickland (arrived at 4:41 p.m.) 

Approval of September 30, 2009 Minutes 
Mayor Baarsma moved that the minutes of the September 30,2009 meeting be approved. 

Seconded by Deputy Mayor Anderson. Voice vote was taken and carried. 

Service-Level Agreements 
At approximately 4:38 p.m. Deputy City Manager Rey Arellano provided an update on the 
development of service-level agreements. He stated that Human Resources, Information Technology, 
Customer Service, Legal, Finance, and Building and Land Use Services have established teams to 
begin developing service-level agreements for the services they provide. He stated the teams are close 
to being done, but a form needs to be created so the agreements can be put into a common format. 

Council Member Strickland arrived here, at 4:41 p.m. 

Mr. Arellano stated he hopes to have the agreements completed by the end of November, and noted 
the City Manager is interested in having a quarterly review of the agreements. Discussion ensued 
regarding the quality of services provided. Public Utilities Director Bill Gaines commented on the work 
that has been done and noted that there are still three areas that need work: the types of services being 
provided, a common format for the agreements, and the process for the periodic reviews of the 
agreements. Rail Superintendent Dale King provided feedback on the process of developing 
service-level agreements, noting it will be a push to get them ready by the end of November. 
Finance Director Bob Biles stated it is important to note that sometimes the service provider is also the 
receiver and the quality of the service received is connected to the information provided. Discussion 
followed regarding the sizes of the teams, when the agreements will be presented, whether costs were 
included in the agreements, and the need to provide necessary services even under budget constraints. 
Chair Lonergan requested to schedule a report on the service-level agreements in December. 

3rd Quarter Purchasing Report 
At approximately 5:00 p.m. Kathy Katterhagen, Purchasing Manager, provided the 3rd quarter 
purchasing reports for contracts between $50,001 and $200,000 for both General Government and 
Tacoma Public Utilities. She reviewed the reports and explained the differences between SAP 
contracts and Purchase Orders. Discussion ensued regarding the contract for Parametrix, Inc., and the 
emergency purchase with Daktronics, Inc. Deputy Mayor Anderson suggested including percentages 
from previous quarters to see how the current quarter compares. Discussion continued regarding the 
contract with Daktronics, the parameters for an emergency contract, and the amount of time needed 
for the Request for Proposal process. Mayor Baarsma discussed the Luzon building and requested 
information on the selection of Wm. Dickson Company for the demolition of that building. 

i 



Government Performance and Finance Committee Minutes 
October 21 , 2009 

Liability and Workers Compensation Claims by Department 

Page 2 

At approximately 5: 19 p.m. Risk Manager Debbie Dahlstrom stated the purpose of today's presentation 
is to introduce workers compensation to the Committee and help them understand exactly what it is. 
She stated Workers Compensation is a mandatory state law that provides sure and certain relief to 
workers injured on the job. She stated that the City is self-insured and all departments contribute an 
established rate. She then noted that claims administration is provided by a third-party administrator, 
Eberle Vivian Inc. Ms. Dahlstrom reviewed what is considered a compensable claim, and discussed 
medical and time loss benefits. Discussion followed regarding the criteria for a compensable claim, 
when benefits cease supplemental pay provided by the City. She then reviewed permanent partial 
disability and other injured worker benefits. She discussed modified duty, noting it is best if the City can 
provide some kind of modified duty. 

Ms. Dahlstrom discussed the functions of Risk Management and the Safety Office, including services 
provided. She reviewed a list of workers compensation claims by year, and time loss days per year, 
noting they are both declining. She reviewed body parts most often injured, the nature of those injuries, 
and job activities that seem to cause those injuries. She then discussed actions that have been taken 
since 2006, including the outsourcing of compensation claims, allocation of staff to actively pursue 
modified duty options, the creation of a Safety Council, and enhanced safety training and education. 
Discussion ensued regarding the staff in the Safety Office, working with the City's wellness program, 
the importance of supervisor communication and taking a role in assisting an employee return to work, 
and the outsourcing of compensation claims. 

Deputy Mayor Anderson left here, at 5:49 p.m. 

Topics for Upcoming Meetings 
Shane Pettit, City Manager's Office, stated the November 4, 2009 meeting will include a presentation 
on Admissions Tax and a Classification and Compensation update. Chair Lonergan requested a 
presentation on the City's Jobs Credit. He then inquired about the review of the Law Enforcement 
Support Agency's (LESA) performance review by the City's Internal Auditor. Discussion ensued 
regarding the LESA review and the Admissions Tax. Scottie Nix, Internal Auditor, stated her internal 
audit update at the December 2, 2009 meeting will include the asphalt plant and the electronic content 
management system reviews. 

Other Items of Interest 
There were no other items of interest. 

Public Comment 
None. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:58 p.m. 

\If.Pri~O~ City Clerk's Office 
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TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES 

APPROVED 10-28-09 

MINUTES 
City of Tacoma 

Public Utility Board Study Session 
October 14, 2009 

2:00 p.m. 

Chair Fox called the Public Utility Board study session to order at 2:00 p.m. at the Public 
Utilities Administration Building. 

Present: Laura Fox, Bob Casey, Woody Jones, Peter Thein (arrived at 2:14) 
Excused: David Nelson 

J. D. Power 2009 Electric Utility Residential Customer Satisfaction Study 
Chris Oberle, Senior Director for J. D. Power, shared the results of the 2009 Electric 
Utility Residential Customer Satisfaction Study for Tacoma Power. Tacoma Power 
once again is in the top quartile of all utilities nation-wide and ranked fifth of all utilities in 
the west midsize segment. The index model component weights utilized by J. D. Power 
are: 1) power quality and reliability 27%; 2) price 22%; 3) billing and payment 19%; 4) 
corporate citizenship 13%; 5) communications 13%; and 6) customer service 6%. Mr. 
Oberle then shared graphs and detailed study information for each of Tacoma Power's 
trends by these factors. Mr. Oberle provided ten suggested measurements that can 
yield a significant point improvement in the 2010 study. A cross-functional steering 
committee has been formed by Tacoma Power to study the feasibility of the suggested 
measurements; data mine the research information and recommend next actions for 
improvements. 

Seattle Public Utilities Water Treatment Decisions 
Dave Hilmoe, Drinking Water Director for Seattle Public Utilities, shared Seattle's 
experience with the water treatment decision. Seattle's water quality program goals are 
to protect public health, comply with drinking water regulations, and maintain and 
increase customer confidence in the drinking water supply. Mr. Hilmoe provided an 
overview of the primary benefits of the Tolt (filtration/ozonation) and Cedar 
(UV/ozonation) Rivers water treatment improvements. Seattle's delivered water quality 
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to date includes excellent regulatory compliance; improved consistency between 
supplies; and improved supply flexibility. Additional Seattle experiences with the 
filtration decision include smaller clearwells on both supplies; complicated compliance 
monitoring; more complicated SCADA and plant operational interfaces; and higher level 
of staff expertise and training is required. In retrospect, Seattle can share with Tacoma 
that support of direct and wholesale customers and a good working relationship with the 
Department of Health are critical; cost effective redundancy is a good thing; and there's 
significant cost/risk tradeoffs in remaining unfiltered. 

Green River Treatment Decision Update 
Chris McMeen, Water Quality Manager, provided an update on what has transpired 
since the last update to the Board. Regarding public outreach efforts, there have been 
meetings with wholesale water utility customers; citizen advisory panels, neighborhood 
council meetings; Economic Development Board presentation; and Metro Parks Board 
meeting. Future public meetings include a Citizen Advisory Panel, Tacoma Power key 
accounts breakfast, University Place City Council presentation, and Pierce County 
Council presentation. Regarding water treatment options, thirteen have been evaluated 
and four chosen: 1) UV light disinfection (with and without clearwells); and 2) filters 
(hybrid and conventional). Next steps include continuing with public outreach efforts; 
completing the cost estimates; completing the disinfection byproducts analysis; and 
reporting back to the Board. 

Wheeling Agreement with Lakewood Water 
John Kirner, Water Superintendent, stated the Lakewood Water District has purchased 
water rights from the Abitibi Mill in Steilacoom. Lakewood Water planned to construct 
transmission across the county to sell the water and Tacoma Water suggested that 
wheeling be considered to avoid duplication of infrastructure in the congested right of 
ways. Since Tacoma Water has a connection to Rainier View that has a capacity to 
supply both the wholesale water purchased from us and the wheeled water from 
Lakewood, wheeling is a considered option. Additionally, this arrangement does not 
reduce the hydraulic capacity of the system to the detriment of Tacoma Water 
customers. Mr. Kirner then detailed the terms of the agreement. Assuming the 
Lakewood Water District Board approves of the agreement, approval by the Board will 
be sought at a future meeting. 

Tacoma Power Risk Management 
Cam Lehouillier, Risk Manager, provided details for each element of the energy risk 
management policy: 1) policy, purpose and objectives; 2) subsidiary procedure 
documents; 3) risk governance and separation of duties; 4) risk tolerance, guiding risk 
metrics; 5) risk governance structure; and 6) scope of business risks. Each of these 
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elements of the energy risk management policy work together to establish a risk 
management function to manage risks to the power supply portfolio and creates a 
governance structure and delegates responsibilities for risk and provides authorization 
to management it. It also explains the concept of risk tolerance and provides a guiding 
risk metric to align risk management efforts and describes in detailed procedure and 
documents what risks will be addressed by whom and how. 

Sound Transit Agreements 
Chris Larson, from Public Works, provided an overview of amendments made to the 
Sound Transit Development Agreement, Right of Use Agreement, and Master Utilities 
License Agreement. 

Miscellaneous 
Superintendent Coates provided an update on the sales of three surplus sUbstation 
properties. Two properties received non-responsive bids and the bid for the Lincoln 
substation was deemed responsive. Further information will be provided to the Board 
when received. 

Adjournment 
The study session was adjourned at 5:46 p.m. until the next regularly scheduled study 
session on Wednesday, October 28, 2009, at 3:00 p.m. 

Approved: Approved: 

Laura Fo/, Chair 
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MINUTES 
City of Tacoma 

Public Utility Board Meeting 
October 14, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 

APPROVED 10-28-09 

Chair Fox called the Public Utility Board meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Public 
Utilities Administration Building. 

Present: Laura Fox, Peter Thein, Bob Casey, Woodrow Jones 
Excused: David Nelson 

Minutes of the Previous Meetings 
Mr. Casey moved that the minutes of the previous meetings be adopted; seconded by 
Mr. Thein. Voice vote was taken and carried. The minutes were declared adopted and 
made part of the record. 

Comments from the Public 
There were no public comments 

Recognitions 
Ari Roberts, T&D Training Supervisor, stated this is an opportunity to recognize five 
Tacoma Power employees who have recently completed the electrical trainee program. 
These individuals started the training program in July 2008. This fifth class has been 
successful in meeting the challenges placed before them. These challenges include 
over 400 hours of classroom training, technical math, basic electricity, and safety. A 
minimum of 90 hours of physical training and 700 hours of on-the-job training in the field 
are also required. Overall, each trainee completed over 65 written and practical tests 
during the program. We are pleased with their accomplishments and upon the 
successful completion of the program, they have been appointed to one of four 
apprenticeships: line, wire, meter, and communications. This year's trainee's Joe Birge, 
Adam Brinkman, Todd Fukumoto, Ed Sablan, and William Warmoth received their 
plaques and were congratulated by the Board. 

903" 
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Regular Agenda 
D-1 Resolution UP 10328 - Award contracts and approve purchases: 

Board of Contracts and Awards Recommendations: 
1. Award contract to S&W Utility Contractors, Inc., for replacement of water 

mains in 104th Street East from 16th Avenue East to 22nd Avenue East 
($293,176.12, plus sales tax. Specification No. WD09-0524F). 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Casey. 

Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was declared adopted. 

D-2 Resolution U-10329 - Authorize execution of a proposed Collective 
Bargaining Agreement extension between the City of Tacoma and the 
Tacoma Joint Labor Committee. 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Casey. 

Chris Biencourt, Labor Relations Manager, stated this contract governs the benefits of 
the union represented employees and covers such things as health and welfare benefits, 
dental benefits, and vacation. It generally covers all of union represented employees 
across the city and TPU with the exception of the police group. There are two changes. 
One amends the terms of the joint labor agreement which would ordinarily expire on 
December 31,2010. It extends it through December 31 of 2012. There is also a non­
substantive change. The on-the-job injury language has been updated and brought into 
conformance with current practice and Ordinance 27753 adopted by the City Council in 
November of 2008. As background, this subject of extending the joint labor agreement 
grew out of a discussion at an April City Council budget study session where the 
question regarding feasibility of temporarily suspending one or more monthly 
contributions into the health care trust fund, the fund out of which we pay our self-insured 
medical claims and administrative costs, came up. The question was would it be as 
feasible to temporarily suspend contributions into the health care trust fund while still 
maintaining a healthy and adequate level of reserves within the fund. Several 
conversations followed with many committees and Mercer Consulting. With the full 
support of the partners in joint labor, those discussions concluded with the realization 
that there was sufficient excess money in the health care trust fund that it would be 
feasible and reasonable to take up to three holidays for monthly contributions into the 
trust fund within the 2009-2010 time frame. Taking additional holidays into the health 
care trust fund would help address our budget challenges and sustain service levels by 
avoiding the expenditure of approximately 4.7 million from the general fund, 4.8 million 
from TPU and 3.2 million from the other city government programs that otherwise would 
have added to this already-sufficient trust fund. Even with the funding holidays, the city 
will maintain a strong reserve of more than three months future claims. The feasibility of 
extending the joint labor contract was also discussed. In cooperative conversations with 
labor partners it was determined that the right course of action is to extend the benefits in 
employee cost shares for the additional two year period. In response to a Board inquiry, 
Mr. Biencourt stated the employee cost shares will not change. We do expect premiums 

2 



to go up modestly in 2010. The amount in the medical trust fund would go down if the 
contributions weren't scaled up to those additional cost levels. The projection is for the 
contributions to increase as well. The primary reduction in the health care reserve is 
going to come from the holidays. 

Alice Phillips, Business Manager for Local IBEW 483, stated she is attending on behalf 
of Tacoma Joint Labor to ask the Board to support the extension of the current 
agreement by two years. The issue has been thoroughly discussed and negotiated the 
impacts and believe this is equitable agreement for both parties. 

Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was declared adopted. 

0-3 Resolution U-10330 - Authorize execution of a renewed ten-year Click! 
Cable TV agreement and a renewed ten-year I-Net Services agreement 
with the City of Tacoma. 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Casey. 

Diane Lachel, Click! Community and Government Relations Manager, stated this 
resolution includes two agreements negotiated with general government over the last 
several months. One will authorize Click! to provide cable TV services in the City of 
Tacoma for another ten-year term. The second sets forth Click!'s rights and obligations 
as we maintain the current institutional network and expand it when requested on behalf 
of the City. The cable agreement is very similar to the initial ten-year agreement and 
includes provisions nearly identical to the other cable operator in the area. Material 
obligations include a five percent franchise fee for the use of the rights of way, a one 
percent public education and governmental access fee to fund TV Tacoma and other 
access channels, complimentary service for government buildings upon request and 
spectrum for access channels like City Post, Tacoma Public Schools, UWTV, Pierce 
County TV, College Vision, and TV Tacoma. The I-Net services agreement spells out 
Click!'s ongoing obligation to maintain and expand the City's institutional network. This 
agreement maintenance fees are tied to the regional consumer price index. This 
document memorializes how the City and Click! have worked together over the last 12 
years. 

Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was declared adopted. 

0-4 Resolution U-1 0331- Authorize amendments to Chapter 12.13 of the 
Tacoma Municipal Code to establish rates for Click! Network cable 
television services outside and inside the City of Tacoma. 

Mr. Casey moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Thein. 

Mitch Robinson, Assistant Telecommunications Manager, stated this resolution would 
allow for the municipal code to be amended increasing rates for Click! cable TV products 
and related service inside and outside the City of Tacoma. At the October 6 joint study 
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session with the City Council, Click! staff presented a detailed presentation on the need 
for the increase in rates. The proposed rate increases are designed to generate 
additional revenue for commercial operations to assist in recovering costs as 
represented in the 2009/2010 budget. Although the rate increase for customers in 
January 2010 is typically 8.15% and September 2010 the increase is typically 8.37%, the 
financial impact range is between $1.95 and $4.50 a month depending on customers' 
level of services. This still presents a great entertainment value for our customers. We 
assess potential rate increases carefully as we really would prefer to rarely have one. 
Still, these increases would only be the fourth and fifth in Click!'s history while the main 
competitor has had approximately 13 increases in the same time period. Main drivers for 
these rate increases include increased national programming costs for major cable 
channels and for the first time the cable industry must now pay local over-the-air 
broadcasters a sizable, per-subscriber cost to retransmit their free programming. The 
proposed cable TV rates will maintain prices that are competitive with those offered by 
other cable companies. Even with the rate increase, customers will still be paying 40% 
less than in nearby cities where competition does not exist. In response to a Board 
inquiry, Mr. Robinson stated local broadcasters now charge cable providers a per­
subscriber fee per month to transmit their over-the-air signal to cable customers. It is a 
cost we have to pass on. That began in January 2009. Board Member Casey stated the 
Board has looked very thoroughly at this issue and had asked Click! employees to 
review the financials in detail. This increase is necessary to ensure Click! operates on a 
sound financial basis and the fact that we do have competition that was created by Click! 
being formed has been a tremendous benefit to those in our service territory who 
subscribe. We dislike it, but it is justified and hopefully customers will recognize the 
great benefit Click! has provided to the community. 

Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was declared adopted. 

D-5 Resolution U-10332 - Authorize amendment no. 1 for the professional 
service contract with RH2 Engineers, Inc., to increase the contract by 
$168,642.00. 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Casey. 

Michael Washington, Capital Projects Supervisor in Tacoma Water, stated this resolution 
would increase the professional service contract with RH2 Engineers, Inc., by 
$168,642.00. The original contract was approved by Resolution U-10181 on February 
13, 2008 for the amount of $486,404.00. The scope of work under the original contract 
was for RH2 to perform design services for the McMillan Reservoir replacement project. 
The amendment will cover costs of design changes requested by Tacoma Water during 
the design phase. For example, as a result of internal design review, it was suggested 
that stairs be used for tank access instead of ladders was accepted and it was requested 
that RH2 revise the plans. The amendment will also cover additional costs for tasks 
during the construction phase. These tasks include such items as assistance with 
submittal reviews, requests for information from the contractor, limited geotechnical 
inspections, and having the consultant availa~le for weekly meetings at the contract site. 
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Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was decl~red adopted. 

F. Unfinished Business 
F-1 Resolution U-10323 - Approve the execution of the Development Agreement 

Master Utilities License Agreement, and Right of Use Agreement relating to 
Sound Transit's Commuter Rail Project. 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Jones. 

Jim Parvey, Assistant Public Works Director, stated the agreement with Sound Transit is 
a Master Utilities License Agreement that defines and establishes the responsibilities 
and privileges for the City of Tacoma and the Public Utility when placing utilities and 
other facilities in Sound Transit's right of way or their property. It solely applies to Sound 
Transit's property, so it doesn't impact Sound Transit's "0 to Mil project in any way. It 
allows for the public utilities properties to come under a single license agreement and 
establishes the requirements for relocation, maintenance, and operations. Five changes 
were made to the agreement based on comments from TPU staff. One is a clarification 
that TPU has facilities that run parallel to Sound Transit's rail lines. The agreement was 
originally contemplated to address crossings, but this is a unique issue for TPU that 
needed to be addressed. Language changes for plans and specifications are replaced 
with construction documents. It also clarifies when railroad protective liability insurance 
is required. Also, language was added regarding third parties' responsibilities and rights. 
Railroads sell space in their right of way and what we wanted to establish is when we're 
there first, we can't be required to be removed for the benefit of a third party. Board 
Member Casey provided clarification that this does not involve Sound Transit's project 
which includes the current debate about the bridge over Pacific Avenue. This solely 
deals with the utility-related agreements. 

Voice vote was taken and carried. The resolution was declared adopted. 

Reports from the Director 
No reports from the Director 

Board Comments 
Mr. Jones stated that the items before the Board have been discussed many times and 
the Board doesn't make light of any agenda item as they are complex. Even though staff 
input is provided, the Board makes independent decisions and appreciates the staff work 
and efforts. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business or comments from the audience, the Public Utility Board 
was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. until Wednesday, October 28, 2009, for a study session 
beginning at 3:00 p.m., followed by the regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Approved: Approved: 

Lawa J. Fox, Ch:a?r 
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TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES 

MINUTES 
City of Tacoma 

Public Utility Board Special Meeting 
October 20, 2009; 4:00 p.m. 

TMB 148 

APPROVED 10-28-09 

Chair Fox called the Special Public Utility Board meeting to order at 4:07 p.m. in room 
148 of the Tacoma Municipal Building. 

Present: Laura Fox, David Nelson, Peter Thein, Bob Casey, Woodrow Jones 

Public Comment 
No public comment 

Regular Agenda 
Resolution U-10333 - Approve sale of City of Tacoma, Washington, Department of 
Public Utilities, Water Division, Series A tax-exempt water system revenue bonds and 
Series B Build America Bonds in an approximate amount of $82,000,000. 

Mr. Thein moved to adopt the resolution; seconded by Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Dashen of Dashen Musselman, Inc., stated that the water system revenue bonds 
were priced through a negotiated process with Citigroup serving as underwriter for the 
issue. The bonds were sold as Build America Bonds and mature in the years 2033 
through 2039. The resulting true interest cost on the bonds is 3.78%, by historical 
standards a very low interest rate. Jerry Bobo of Citigroup, reviewed the series 2009 
amortizations and stated Tacoma Water series 2009 Build America Bonds were sold as 
a single term bond. Tacoma Water saved approximately 89 basis points over traditional 
tax-exempt bonds. This translates to lower debt service costs of approximately 
$690,000 annually. The series 2009 bonds allowed Tacoma Water to lock in a 
historically extremely low rate for an extended period and protects against interest rate 
increases in the future. Future bond issues will be structured to fill in the debt service 
valley. Build America Bonds provided a clear benefit for Tacoma Water over traditional 
tax-exempt borrowing. Tacoma's bond sale was purchased primarily by insurance 
companies. The difference between make-whole call bonds and par-call bonds was 
detailed. Since Water obtained a very low interest rate, it is unlikely that re-financing will 
occur. Bond Counsel, Nancy Neraas, then addressed modifications to the resolution 
and acknowledged the hard work of Tacoma Water staff on this bond sale. 
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Chair Fox moved to amend Resolution U-10333 to change the resolution from a bid to an 
offer; and to attach the bid of Citigroup Global Markets, Inc. as an exhibit; seconded by 
Mr. Casey. 

Voice vote to amend Resolution U-10333 was taken and carried. 

Voice vote on amended Resolution U-1 0333 was taken and carried. 

Adjournment 
There being no further business or comments from the audience, the Public Utility Board 
was adjourned at 4:32 p.m. until Wednesday, October 28, 2009, for a study session 
beginning at 3:00 p.m., followed by the regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Approved: 

La~r'a i=ox, Chaff 
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TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 

October 7, 2009 

These minutes are not verbatim. Recorded tapes are available upon request. 
Board of Health (BOH) meetings are televised by Rainier Media Center 1 

Rainier Communications Commission on Com cast and Click Network Channel 22. 

Chair Rick Talbert called the regular BOH meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. with Board Member Patricia 
Johnson, representing the Pierce County Cities & Towns Association; Board Member Connie Ladenburg, 
representing Mayor of Tacoma Bill Baarsma; Vice-Chair Dick Muri; Board Member Barbara Gelman; and, 
Board Member Terry Lee, present. Also present were Health Department (HD) staff, Attorney Greg 
Jacoby from McGavick Graves PS, and the public. Board Member Pat McCarthy arrived at 3:12 p.m. 
Board Member Rebecca A. Sullivan, MD, was excused. 

COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC [Not relating to a specific agenda item] 

There were none. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Clerk read the title into the record. Vice-Chair Muri moved to adopt the Consent Agenda. Seconded 
by Board Member Ladenburg, the motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Chair Talbert read a letter in recognition of Bob Evans, former BOH Member who recently passed away. 
He and Dr. Chen signed the letter, and it will be delivered to Bob Evans' family. 

On behalf of the Tacoma-Pierce County Board of Health and the staff of the Health Department, we would like to acknowledge 
the contribution that Bob Evans made to the health of Pierce County residents. During his tenure on the City Council, Bob 
represented Tacoma as.a member of the Board of Health. Bob was a tireless advocate for improved public health. 

As a Board of Health member, Bob helped lead the efforts to clean up Commencement Bay. He also played an important role in 
the mitigation of the ASARCO contamination sites. Bob championed the cause of tobacco prevention. He was the lead for the 
Board of Health when the Health Department became the first in the nation to ban outdoor tobacco advertising. He single­
handedly tackled the oversized Marlboro Man sign at the comer of Union Avenue and Center Street, using it as a rallying point 
for tobacco prevention advocates. He debated tobacco industry representatives on National Public Radio poking holes in their 
arguments and won the conversation on behalf of the public that he represented so well. Bob lived his ideals and was not afraid 
to speak up when others shied away from controversy. 

"ierce County is a better, healthier place because of Bob Evans. We are in his debt and daily benefit from the good work that he 
accomplished. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 

Resolution No. 2009-4192-Authorization to accept $30,000 from Regence Blue Shield and to 
amend fund and cost center 103-427 (Pierce County Indigent Care I Client Outreach), by $7,500, 
from $569,659 to $577,159, October 1,2009 through December 31,2009. The remaining $22,500 
will be budgeted in 2010. The Clerk read the title into the record. Vice-Chair Muri moved to adopt the 
resolution. Seconded by Board Member Gelman. 

David Vance, Senior Public Health Manager for the Strengthening Families Program, said this is in 
recognition of a long-standing partnership the HD has had with Regence Blue Shield, and they are 
providing $30,000 for the Access to Care Program. This program was especially established to enroll 
children in health insurance when they have none and is very important to our community. 

Eric Pettigrew is a State Representative and Director of Community and Business Relations for Regence 
Blue Shield said he is very pleased to present this check to the HD. It gives us tremendous pride to be 
able to participate in this endeavor, and lJ'Ie look forward to helping in any other ways we possibly can. 

The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Resolution No. 2009-4193-Authorization to accept $50,000 from the City of Tacoma and to 
amend fund and cost center 103-339 (Brownfields 3), by $25,000, from $-0- to $25,000, October 8, 
2009 through December 31,2009. The remaining $25,000 will be budgeted in 2010. The Clerk read 
the title into the record. Vice-Chair Muri moved to adopt the resolution. Seconded by Board Member 
Gelman. 

John Sherman, Environmental Health Liaison, said the HD's brownfields work has focused largely on old 
gas stations. We are trying to figure out a more systematic approach rather than parcel-by-parcel. We 
will continue the parcel-by-parcel work funded by the Washington State Environmental Protection 
Agency (WSEPA). The funds being accepted today are an expression of support from the City of 
Tacoma (COT) for the larger systems-level approach of doing business. Funds from the WSEPA and the 
COT have been instrumental in crafting the Evergreen Tacoma Initiative. 

Elly Walkowiak, COT Community and Economic Development Department, said a press conference will 
be held on October 13, 2009,10:00 a.m., at the University of Washington-Tacoma (UWT). The COT took 
on the Sauro site 'Nith money provided by the Washington State Department of Ecology (WSDOE) to 
help clean it up and to enhance new development in that area. Gravity has forced contamination to move 
downtown, and the UWT campus sources of contamination are not well known. We are looking for 
greater partnerships and other ways to help enhance the marketability of downtown Tacoma, promote 
growth management, help clean up Puget Sound, and prevent its recontamination. These issues will be 
addressed at the press conference and at a brownfields conference sponsored by WSDOE on October 
14, 2009 at the Tacoma Convention Center. Senator Maria Cantwell and Congressman Norm Dicks have 
asked EPA to work us with this Demonstration Project, which could become an important and critical 
national model. We hope for more efficiency, a more beautiful environment, and more alignment of the 
partners to move in the same direction to create a more viable Tacoma. 

The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Resolution No. 2009-4194-Authorization to appoint Christopher Schuler to the unrepresented, 
unclassified position of Budget Coordinator, effective October 19, 2009. The Clerk read the title into 
the record. Vice-Chair Muri moved to adopt the resolution. Seconded by Board Member Gelman. 
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Marcy Kulland, Business Manager, said in July 2009 a new Budget Coordinator position was created in 
the Business Office to work with some complex budget work and assist in developing some fiscal policies 
and procedures. Ms. Kulland said Chris Schuler has worked for the HD since 2004 in Environmental 
Health as a Management Analyst. She has had the opportunity to personally work with him, his skills are 
excellent, and she is happy to ask to have him appointed to this position. 

Board Member Gelman asked if Mr. Schuler's former position will be filled. Ms. Kulland replied the 
Management Analyst position Mr. Schuler vacated will be filled. 

The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Resolution No. 2009-4195-Authorization to terminate early the lease with Randy and Carol 
Valentine for the real property located at 218 South 38th Street, Suite 200, Tacoma, WA 98418, 
effective September 30, 2009, resulting from a loss of funds. The Cierk read the titie into the record. 
Vice-Chair Muri moved to adopt the resolution. Seconded by Board Member Gelman. 

Ms. Kulland said in March 2009 the HD exercised a loss of funds provision in our lease for the Dental 
Building. We had brought to the BOH in the HD's April 2009 Budget approval process the Dental 
Program that was cut nearly in half. The HD does not have the funds or the personnel to fill that building. 
We lost Federal Medicaid funds referred to in that contract. Those fee-for-service dollars are no longer 
available. The landlord had some questions, and we took the contract to our Attorney, Greg Jacoby, to 
review. Mr. Jacoby is recommending that this resolution will put the landlord's questions to rest. 

Board Member Gelman asked when the lease would have expired. Ms. Kulland replied December 2010. 

The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

DIRECTOR OF HEALTH COMMENTS - (Anthony L-T Chen, MD, MPH, Director of Health) 

Joby Winans, Public Health Emergency Preparedness & Response (PHEPR) Manager, said she would 
be giving three updates. 

Homeless Connect (HC) Update - Ms. Winans said last October's BOH Special Meeting / Study 
Session was held at HC, and HC will take place again on October 14, 2009, at the Tacoma Dome 
Exhibition Center from 9:00 a.m. - {5:00 p.m. This is a one-day conn~ction to resources for people who 
are experiencing homeless ness in the Tacoma / Pierce County (PC) area. Lots of resources, information, 
and a variety of services from the Washington State Department of Social & Health Services, the 
Department of Veteran Affairs, etc. are available. People received root canals and got their eyes checked 
and received glasses the same day. Homeless people face a lot of things that make their lives so much 
worse but can be improved by these kinds of services. Ms. Winans encouraged BOH Members to call 
and receive a tour of HC. Ms. Winans thanked HD staff for all of their work with HD, and she said HC is 
made possible through the collaboration of many PC agencies. 

Board Member Gelman said HC is a wonderful program for the homeless. She attended HC last year, 
and offered a special thanks to the health professionals involved in it for how wonderfully it was 
organized and accessible to everyone. Ms. Winans thanked her and said there is even more this year. 

Chair Talbert said HC is an incredible endeavor. Having access to so many different providers and 
. i~ervices at one place is wonderful. People get connected to benefits they are not even aware that they 
have. He encouraged the BOH Member to attend if their schedules allow. 
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Pandemic Status - H1N1 Update. Ms. Winans said we are anticipating vaccine later this week or early 
next week so we can begin weekly deliveries of vaccine. There is a list of medical providers (mostly 
medical offices) that will be receiving vaccine directly from the manufacturer. Some of the vaccine will be 
coming to the HD to be stored here, and we will get some of that out in smaller containers to medical 
providers. We will keep some for developing Points of Dispensing (PODs) in schools throughout PC for 
students and the public. Training occurred today for providers on how you administer vaccine and how 
you must keep it at the right, safe temperature. We are working with medical providers and pharmacies. 

Right now, the priorities are: Pregnant women; Caregivers I household contacts of infants under 6 
months; Healthcare and EMS workers; ALL 6 month - 24 year olds; and, Adults (25 - 64 year olds) with 
conditions that make them vulnerable (cardiac, immune, and respiratory, etc.). Probably in late 
November, we will have gone through that priority list, we will still have vaccine, and it will be open to the 
public in general. We are asking people to be patient while we get the vaccine out to the most vulnerable 
people for a severe episode of flu. The HD is in incident Command now. The Emergency Operations 
Facility (EOF) is not open, but people are doing both H1 N1 work as well as their regular work. Ms. 
Winans thanked staff for putting in a lot of hours and for doing an awesome job. 

Season Flu Shots Update. Ms. Winans said seasonal flu shots are now available, and there should be 
sufficient vaccine in the community for everyone to get one. Human Resources (HR) staff established 
two clinics here for HD staff. Ms. Winans encouraged everyone to go to their provider or a pharmacy to 
obtain a seasonal flu shot. 

Board Member Lee asked Ms. Winans if there are risks associated with the H1 N1 vaccine. Ms. Winans 
replied the H1 N1 vaccine has been carefully tested and is created with the same method as the seasonal 
flu vaccine. We are not seeing a lot of problems with the season flu vaccine and do not expect to see 
problems with the H1 N1 vaccine. People that are allergic to eggs must be careful. 

Recognize Pacific Lutheran University (PLU) Well ness Clinic, Represented by Dr. Terry Miller, 
Dean of the PLU School of Nursing. Dr. Chen said he spoke at a previous BaH meeting about health 
care access in PC. As we look forward to national health care reform and to local efforts, such as the PC 
Medical Society's Project Access PC and the Rotacare Tacoma Clinic at Southeast FISH Foodbank, it is 
fun to recognize someone who has been doing this years before that. 

For 23 years, the PLU School of Nursing has provided direct health care services to the community 
through their Wellness Clinic. The HD will be recognizing the PLU School of Nursing and the Wellness 
Clinic to thank them for their service to the community and for a great partnership our organizations were 
able to forge. 

Nigel Turner, Public Health Manager for Communicable Disease Program, said we received the very sad 
news that the PLU Well ness Clinic was closing in August 2009. The HD has invited Dr. Terry Miller to 
celebrate and recognize their contributions to the health of our community. 

In 1986, the clinic was started by Joan Stiggelbout, a Nurse Practitioner and Faculty Member of PLU 
School of Nursing offering care to the community and affording an important safety net to the uninsured 
and underinsured. In 1995, the HD contracted with PLU Well ness Clinic for Breast & Cervical Cancer 
screening services. In 1997, we contracted for Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) and TB testing and 
treatment, HIV testing, as well as Family Care Services. The clinic has been a valuable partnership for 
the HD allowing Disease Control to focus on our goals of prevention and case investigation and allowing 
medical providers to focus on what they do best, clinical prevention and services. PLU has also provided l -

Dental services plus being an important referral source for the uninsured and underinsured. The clinic -. 
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has attended to thousands of people across PC, which stands as a testimony to the dedication and 
professionalism of their staff. 

In recognition of our appreciation for that record and for the impact they have had on a broad section of 
the community and agencies, Mr. Turner presented Dr. Miller with three Certificates of Appreciation from 
the Washington State Department of Health, Breast, Cervical & Colon Health Program, and the HD. 

David Vance, Senior Public Health Manager for Strengthening Families, in recognition of our 
appreciation and on behalf of the Oral Health Coalition of PC presented Dr. Miller with a Certificate of 
Appreciation echoing all of the comments and contributions that Mr. Turner made. The certificate read: 

PC Oral Health Coalition gives special recognition to the PLU Well ness Clinic in honor of your noteworthy and 
significant contribution. We applaud and thank you for your dedication and your help to your community. Thank 
you. 

Dr. Miller said this is bittersweet because he is not happy about closing PLU Wellness Clinic. Our primary 
mission is educating students for lives of service, and we have 362 full-time Nursing students at graduate 
level. We came to the point of how can you provide services, assure the quality these days, and meet the 
demands, and it has become untenable for our institution. He is extremely proud to be part of something 
that has lasted this long. If there is some way in the future that we can re-activate, we are committed to 
doing so. Dr. Miller said thank you so much, PLU is indebted, and we are always part of this community. 

Health Department Programs Transition Update. Dr. Chen said operationally we are progressing well 
in the reorganization and integration of Food & Community Safety and Prevention Priorities into 
Environmental Health and Strengthening Families. Senior Public Health Managers Steve Marek and 
David Vance are leading the transition. The process has been a stimulus for us to look at 'flays that we 
can do our work differently. We are intrigued by more fully functionalizing some of our work and using the 
opportunity to re-examine our customer service. 

Our Strategic Planning (SP) process has been reinvigorated with a newly reconstituted committee of 
Management Team and Extended Management Team members, lead by Cindan Gizzi, Community 
Assessment Manager, and Sally Perkins, Facilitator. They have made quantum leaps in redefining our 
vision of healthy people and healthy communities in PC. SP has been guiding-and has, in turn, been 
informed by-our budget, reorganization, value clarification, and other processes. 

COMMENTS BY BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS - There were none. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - There was none. 

ADJOURNMENT - Upon proper motion and second, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

~ 
Rick Talbert, Chair, Board of Health 

Date Signed: November 4. 2009 
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TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

Special Meeting ! Study Session Minutes 

October 21,2009 

Board Members Present: Vice-Chair Dick Muri; Board Member Pat Johnson, representing the Pierce 
County Cities & Towns Association; Board Member Connie Ladenburg, 
representing Mayor of Tacoma Bill Baarsma; Alternate Board Member Ron 
Lucas, representing the Pierce County Cities & Towns Association; and, 
Board Member Pat McCarthy 

Staff Present: Laurie A Jinkins, Deputy Director of Health; Sebrena Chambers, Program 
Coordinator, Strengthening Families (SF) Program; Cindan Gizzi, 
Community Assessment Manager; Brad Harp, Environmental Health (EH) 
Liaison, EH Program; Marcy Kulland, Business Manager; Steve Marek, 
Senior Public Health Manager, EH Program; Stan Prothero, Information 
Technology Manager; John Sherman, EH Liaison, EH Program; David 
Vance, Senior Public Health Manager, SF Program; Barbara Vane, Human 
Resources! Risk Manager; and, Joby Winans, Public Information Officer 
and Public Health Emergency Preparedness & Response (PHEPR) 
Manager 

Vice-Chair Muri called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. 

Board Member Ladenburg said at last night's City of Tacoma (COT) Council meeting, the City Council 
voted 6 - 3 for city parks to become smoke free. 

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED NEW ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (EH) REGULATIONS 

Steve Marek, Senior Public Health Manager, EH Program, said the revising and rewriting of the 
regulations was a large effort because it has been 20 plus years since this has been done. 

Underground Storage Tank (UST) - Regulation Revision 

Brad Harp EH Liaison, EH Hazardous Waste Program, shared information from a fact sheet on USTs 
with BOH Members. A UST contains hazardous materials ten percent or more beneath the surface of the 
ground. The current UST Program started in 1988 with the adoption of Board of Health (BOH) Resolution 
No. 88-1056, Pierce County (PC) Ordinance No. 88-134, and COT Ordinance No. 24101. The program 

. regulates the removal of USTs and the clean-up of contaminated soil and! or groundwater from leaking 
UST. Removal of USTs must meet removal and clean-up standards and receive site closure. Over 4,000 
USTs have been removed from services since the program began, and approximately 2,000 of them 
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have leaked their contents into the ground. The regulation has not been revisited since 1988, does not 
reflect current technology, sampling, and testing protocol, and needs rule and process clarification. 

We worked with an advisory group to develop a draft revised regulation with the following objectives: (1) 
Update existing codes I regulations; (2) Address emerging issues and ensure consistency with current 
state and federal guidance; (3) Provide clear guidance to property owners and their agents when dealing 
with USTs; (4) Address a need to clean-up longstanding sites of contamination; and, (5) Articulate an 
enforcement, penalty, and appeals process. 

Changes: The regulations have been divided into permitting, removal standards, reporting, and site 
closure. 

Additions: (1) Provision to provide the Health Department (HD) with the authority to require remediation 
of contaminated media, or require removal of the UST and remediation of contaminated media; (2) 
Provisions to address the ongoing requests for status reports on existing and old UST facilities; and, (3) 
Language to use the enforcement procedures available to other EH Programs. 

A State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process will be completed by accepting citizen comments, 
holding public hearing, responding to comments, and finalizing the Determination of Non-Significance 
(DNS), and a final draft will be presented for consideration by the BOH Members. 

Who is Currently Subject to These Standards? - All underground storage tank owners and underground 
storage tank owner sites, except: (1) Heating oil tanks less than 1,100 gallons; (2) Flow-through process 
tanks; and, (3) Sewage treatment and disposal system tanks. 

Contaminated Properties - Regulation Revision 

Mr. Harp EH Liaison, EH Program, shared information from a fact sheet on contaminated properties with 
BOH Members. Contaminated properties are contaminated by the manufacture, storage, distribution, or 
use of illegal drugs. The Clandestine Drug Lab (CDL) Program began in the late 1990's with the 
clarification of methamphetamine clean-up standards and the adoption of sampling and investigation 
guidance by the Washington State Department of Health (WSDOH). Pursuant to RCW 64.44, the 
program administers the investigation and decontamination of properties contaminated by the 
manufacture, storage, distribution, or use of illegal drugs. The program administers the rules and 
regulations in RCW 64.44, Chapter 246-205 WAC, and BOH Resolution No. 2005-3'126. State and local 
regulation set the decontamination standards for CDLs. Since 1998, approximately 1,200 contaminated 
properties have been investigated by the HD. 

The WSDOH has all but eliminated support provided to local health jurisdictions for CDLs, and the HD 
has operated a program consisting of state and local rules and regulations. 

The objectives for the proposed regulations are to: (1) Consolidate state and local regulations into a 
single regulatory document; (2) Address emerging issues and ensure consistency with state statutes; (3) 
Provide guidance for the investigation and remediation of contamination from manufacture, storage, 
distribution, or use of illegal drugs; and, (4) Articulate an enforcement, penalty, and appeals process 
pursuant to local law and state statue. 

The proposed regulation mirrors the state statute and rules except for the following key elements: 

C/e'ated: The regulations have been divided into investigation and investigative standards, determination 
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of Unfit For Use, decontamination and decontamination standards, and determination of Fit For Use. 
Also, a Site Remediation Requirements guidance document was created. 

Additions: (1) Expanded criteria authorizing the HD to declare a property Unfit For Use, including: sharps, 
human waste and bodily fluids, and other chemical exposures that threaten human health or the 
environment; (2) A provision to locally authorize drug lab contractors; and, (3) Language to use the 
enforcement procedures available to other EH Programs. 

A State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process will be completed by accepting citizen comments, 
holding public hearing, responding to comments, and finalizing the Determination of Non-Significance 
(DNS), and a final draft will be presented for consideration by the BOH Members. 

Infectious Waste Regulation - Revision 

John Sherman, EH Liaison, EH Infectious Waste Management (IWM) Program, shared information from 
a fact sheet on infectious wastes with the BOH Members. Infectious wastes are capable of causing an 
infectious disease via exposure to pathogens. Examples are: Contaminated I Used needles, syringes, 
scalpel blades, human blood, specimens or cultures of infectious agents, laboratory wastes, human 
pathological wastes, contaminated animal carcasses. In 1989, our IWM Program began with the adoption 
of BOH Resolution No. 89-1082, PCC 8.38, and TMC 5.04. The program is county-wide and is fee­
based. The HD regulates facilities treating or managing infectious wastes such as hospitals, medical 
practices, dental practices, nursing homes, and funeral homes. Regulated facilities must meet standards, 
are inspected regularly, and receive a formal permit. Nearly 800 facilities throughout PC are affected; 
inspections are generally every other year. The regulation has not been revisited since 1994, never 
substantively revised, and does not reflect current practices and needs. 

Beginning in 2006, an advisory group developed a draft revised regulation. The objectives of the draft 
revision are to: (1) Consolidate existing codes I regulations; (2) Address emerging issues and ensure 
consistency with evolving state I federal guidance; (3) Improve organization and readability; and, (4) 
Assure regulatory standards are applied equitably. Key changes to the draft revision: 

Created: The regulation has been divided into three parts - (1) Purpose / Definitions; (2) Operational 
Requirements; and, (3) Administrative Requirements. 

Additions: (1) Tattoo / Body Piercing; (2) Acupuncture/ (3) Veterinary Clinics; and, (4) Biohazard clean-up 
services as potentially-regulated facilities. 

An Exemption: For generators of incidental or de minimis quantities of infectious wastes. General 
management standards apply, but no permitting. 

A State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) process will be developed and distributed, comment period, 
revision as needed, and a responsiveness summary developed. There will be presentation to and 
discussion with the BOH Members 

Who is Currently Subject to These Standards? - (1) Low-volume facilities (less than 50 Ibs. monthly; (2) 
Medium-volume facilities (50 - 110 Ibs. monthly); (3) High-volume facilities (more than 110 Ibs. monthly); 
(4) Infectious waste transporters; and, (5) Infectious waste storage I treatment. 

2 



Board of Health Special Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2009 
Page 4 

UPDATE OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS TRANSITION 

Ms. Jinkins said programs were scored for: (1) Customer service (one-stop shopping); (2) Advancing 
functionalization; and, (3) Advancing national model, best practice, etc. We want to maximize efficiency 
and minimize redundancy and space. To ensure health equity, we conduct Assessment; Assurance; and 
Policy Development. 

Organizational charts were shared with the BOH Members. 

Mr. Marek said this is exciting work, but it is challenging work. The Food & Community Safety Program 
and the Physical Activity and Nutrition (PAN) Program have been added to the EH Program and 
increases staff from approximately 60 to 106. We currently have two front counters in the main HD 
building lobby, which will most likely be consolidated into one counter and a possible information desk. 

David Vance, Senior Public Health Manager, Strengthening Families (SF) Program, and Sebrena 
Chambers, Program Coordinator for SF Program, said the program will include all SF Programs as well 
as some Prevention efforts and increases staff to approximately 99. The Nurse Family Partnership 
continues to operate with evidence-based programs. The Methadone Treatment (MT) Program will 
expand from 700 to 800 clients for which it is licensed. Oral Health will move into Access To Care. 

Mr. Vance thanked Board Members Johnson and Ladenburg for their participation on a Positive Steps 
committee. 

Ms. Jinkins said the reorganization will help us to not duplicate the good work we do here at the HD. 

PROPOSED HEALTH DEPARTMENT 2009 BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 

Laurie A. Jinkins, Deputy Director of Health gave a PowerPoint presentation, 2009 Budget Update, 
October 21, 2009. Copies are available upon request from Cheryl Rexroat at crexroat@tpchd.org or 798-
2899. 

Good news I bad news. The HD's 2009 Final Budget is $37,994,292. The original budget in January 2009 
was $36,072,278. While local dollars have decreased, federal dollars have risen with an increase of $2.5 
million received for H1 N1 flu response. Board Member McCarthy cautioned building programs on soft 
dollars. 

With Resolution No. 2005-3772, adopted November 2, 2005, the BOH authorized the HD to increase the 
Contingency Reserve Fund from 2% to 5% of the gross annual budget, whereby any unexpected 
contingencies in excess of $50,000 would need BOH approval prior to the expenditure of these funds. In 
2008, Fund Balance was $2.1 million. In 2009, it is $1.3 million. 

Discretionary Funds: The BOH Members and Managers have the opportunity to decide and make 
choices on what is important to the PC community. In 2010, we will be going through a Quality 
Improvement (QI) process to try and increase Title XIX Administrative Match. 

Categorical Funds: - Usually have strict requirements as to how they must be used. 

Impacts of 2009 Cuts 

Communicable Disease (CD) General: 14% cut in support from Primary Health Care Services with PC 
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safety net providers and 20% cut in family planning services ($96,000); Dental Health: 25% fewer dental 
prevention activities-evaluations, sealants, varnish, and education ($11,000); Health Equity: 20% fewer 
community education I training sessions ($17,000). Foster Parent Passport: 40% fewer activities related 
to assuring preventative health care, intervention, and treatment for DCFS children placed in out of home 
foster care ($83,000); Maternal and Child Health: Due to loss of Nurses, 8% fewer home visiting nurse 
activities linking women and children to services ($77,000); Middle School Prevention: 25 fewer 
adolescent children served ($13,000); and, Zoonotics: Reduced capability to respond to animal bite 
reports ($36,000). 

David Vance, Senior Public Health Manager for Strengthening Families said these are our evidenced­
based programs and addressing truancy used in the community. Steve Marek, Senior Public health 
Manager or EH said we respond to approximately 1,000 cat and dog bites yearly. Nigel Turner, Public 
Health Manager, said CD does work mostly with bat bites regarding the risk of rabies transmission. 

Ms. Jinkins said public health requires more than ever secure, consistent, and flexible funding for its 
future. She said the HD will continue to work toward our Vision of Healthy People in Healthy Communities 
and invest the money we receive in safeguarding and enhancing the health of PC communities. 

DIRECTION FROM BOH MEMBERS 

1) The BOH Members thanked staff for an informative meeting, good presentation, and good work. 

2) Staff will present the 2009 Adjusted Budget to the BOH Members at the November 4, 2009 
regular BOH meeting for consideration and, ultimately, adoption. 

Closed Session 

Vice-Chair Muri said the BOH would now move into a Closed Session to discuss issues that would need 
to be addressed by union negotiations. The meeting recessed to Closed Session at 4:20 p.m. The 
meeting reconvened at 4:40 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

Rick Talbert, Chair, Board of Health 

Date Signed: November 4,2009 
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TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Minutes of the Public Hearing on the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department 

Year 2010 Proposed Fee Schedule 

October 22, 2009 
Health Department (HD) Auditorium 

Sebrena Chambers, Program Coordinator, Prevention Programs; Kirsten 
Frandsen, Program Coordinator, Prevention Programs; Chara Rim, 
Registrar, Vital Records Program; Chris Schuler, Management Analyst, 
Environmental Health Program; Dennis Tone, Environmental Health Liaison, 
Environmental Health On-Site Sewage Program 

Andy Rohr, Management Analyst, Strengthening Families Program & 
Treatment Services Program; and, Jim Williams, Management Analyst, 
Communicable Disease Control Program, & Food & Community Safety 
Program 

The hearing convened at 3:30 p.m. to provide a time for public comment regarding the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department Year 2010 Proposed Fee Schedule. 

The following comment£; were heard. 

1. David Fledager, AA Discount Septic Service - Notify taxpayers of fee increases by mail; Lock in 
the fees so they cannot be raised; Pierce County (PC) taxes should cover all of these fees to 
eliminate double charges-home sales are $280 (first time), and $230 (if re-sold)-double 
charges; Repair fees are $50, but we do the repairs; Only qualified people should be allowed to 
perform the work; PC should help the industry, not try to destroy it; Simpler procedures for 
installations and repairs would work better and be clearer so customers can understand them; 
More fees are not needed; Bank and government jobs take six months to one year to pay with no 
late fees; and, He is required to pay fees upfront monthly or his business will be shut down. 

2. Chad Williams, American Septic Company - Small PC business; If he pumps 20 tanks monthly 
and raises $20 plus dollars or $400 monthly, it is taxable and comes out of his pocket; $20 fee for 
a tank pump and $50 fee for any kind of small repair is $70 plus dollars for a customer before any 
work is done; Times are tough for private industry, the HD, and across the board, which may not 
be the best time to impose this fee; Notify industry and customers sooner of fee increases; When 
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customers pay with a credit card, an 8% fee comes out of his pocket; and, Industry backs up the 
HD, pumps customers' septic tanks and educates customers on how their septic system works. 

3. Pam Oltison, Benson Hill Septic - $20 fee will be a hardship to customers, we feel they should not 
have to endure in these hard times; People are going longer between pumping because they do 
not have the money; She has appreciated the HD because they have been interested in people 
caring for their septic systems and getting them repaired in a timely manner; Seems to be a 
reverse in the way the HD is conducting business, charging for every small thing that is done; The 
industry pays credit card fees, they are prohibited from passing those costs onto the customer, 
and must absorb those costs themselves; We will hand the customer an informational sheet or 
invoice provided by the HD for customers to send to the HD but cannot be the HD's collection 
agency; and, Does not want her customer database published on-line for public review. 

4. Jerry Churchhill, AI and Art's Septic Service - Read from the latest issue of Pipeline, by the 
Washington On-Site Sewage Association (WOSSA), where Executive Director John Thomas 
says, "We are methodically getting our pockets picked with tax increases, fee increases, and so 
many small cuts that you know you are bleeding but do not know quite where to put the band aid." 
AI and Art's Septic Services opposes this fee collection process; the cost of collecting this PC fee 
has an additional cost of us having to manage, support and fund it; the homeowner will be the 
ultimate loser, getting my charge for collecting PC's fee, plus paying the state sales tax, and my B 
& 0 charge; and In other counties where this is being charged, a number of pumpers are charging 
from $50 - $70 to collect the county's $70. 

5. Carrie Sikorski, Tahoma Food Policy Coalition - This local organization is comprised of non-profit 
organizations, local government agencies, businesses, and individuals meeting regularly to 
promote a just, healthy, and sustainable food system by influencing policies, developing projects, 
and sharing resources for a healthy community. The proposed permit and fee structure will 
improve opportunities for local fruits and vegetables at farmers markets. Our interest is in 
promoting small group entrepreneurship and helping farmers make a profit in today's competitive 
market. We anticipate: (1) Better communication and practice of food safety measures; (2) 
Improved access to healthy foods throughout PC; (3) Increased sampling of fresh and lor cooked 
local produce and meats; (4) Increased vendor participation in local farmers markets and special 
events; and, (5) Congruence of food safety requirements across county lines allowing consistency 
in vendor selling and food-handling techniques from market to market. We praise the HD for their 
timely, consistent work with the representatives of the farmers market to negotiate these new 
policies and fee structures. Ms. Sirkorski encouraged the BOH Members to approve them. 

6. Bruce L., Aloha Septic Service Town & Country, Inc. - Notify customers of fee increases sooner; 
Septic companies will hear and feel the consumers' rage; Responsible homeowners are fined for 
making repairs; Septic company bookkeeping nightmare trying to separate fees from taxes and 
fees from income; Record keeping nightmare with an additional repair report to produce; Financial 
burden for small businesses because some customers pay through escrow or never pay, and it is 
more difficult to compete with the larger companies offering to pay reporting cost for homeowners; 
and, The HD should collect their own fees, mandate all homeowners have the same inspection 
schedule for their system, mandate pumping if the certified inspector finds their solids levels are 
over the acceptable amount, and pay the collecting company compensation for the bookkeeping 
and record keeping. Septic companies are not the HD's enforcers. Did the HD over-spend when 
real estate was booming? Were budgets made relying on past numbers of collecting $230 with 
each home sale? 
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7. Jessica Troy, Proctor Farmers Market - Thanked the HO for encouragement and working with 
them to get the fees to make more sense for the farmers market and, ultimately, the customers 
who buy the farm fresh local products. She thanked the HO for talking with them because in 
talking with other health departments throughout the state, she discovered it is unusual to have a 
communication system between farmers markets and health departments. 

8. Laura Edwards, Tacoma Farmers Market (TFM) - The farmers market system has been 
collaboratively worked on with the HO, many local markets, and other collaborators. Farmers have 
the reputation of being hard working on the farm from dawn to dusk for a minimal wage, if the 
weather cooperates. Farmers market popularity has given strength to the wages farmers can earn 
for themselves. Reducing the fee in PC to an affordable figure for the farmers is going to be an 
equitable solution for the farmers, the HO, and for the public. Fresh, healthy food lessens the 
strain on our local hospital systems. The TFM is in full support of the 2010 Farmers Market Fees. 

Those who testified were assured their comments would be shared with the BOH Members. 

The hearing adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

ATTEST: 

Rick Talbert, Chair, Board of Health 

Date Signed: November 4. 2009 
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In accordance with the City of Tacoma's Charter, the Director of Finance prepares a monthly 
report which analyzes the City's revenues and expenditures for the prior period. This report 
covers the nine months ending September 30, 2009. 

Executive Summary 

The unfavorable variance for revenue increased from $13,908,000 in August to an unfavorable 
$14,213,000 for September, 2009. 

Sales tax collections continue to come in lower than expected bringing the unfavorable variance 
to $3.9 million or about $12.2% below original budget. The revised 2009 projection anticipated 
a 10.8% unfavorable variance from the original budget. The net impact is year-to-date 
collections are $459,000 below revised projections. 

Business taxes have continued to lag behind projections with an unfavorable variance of $1.0 
million, an improvement from the unfavorable $1.5 million reported in the August Director of 
Finance report. It continues to appear that the 2009-10 budget for business taxes will need to 
be revised downward. This revised estimate will be presented to Council in early November, 
2009. 

All other revenues are currently projected to remain at the revised budget projection of July 28, 
2009. 

Although year-to-date expenditures show a favorable variance of $3.6 million, four 
departments have unfavorable variances. The departments along with the variance 
explanations are as follows: 

Fire Department 

• Vacancy savings are $106,000 less than expected. 
• 2008 utility costs of $100,000 were not billed until 2009. 
• Supply expenditures are running $37,000 higher than projected. 

Government Relations 
• Unbudgeted external contract created a $75,000 unfavorable variance. The external 

contract budget will be adjusted with the mid biennium budget modification. 
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Municipal Court 
• Rent at the City-County Building was inadvertently omitted in the 2009-10 budget. The 

rent budget will be corrected with the mid biennium budget modification. 

Police 
• Vacancy savings are $319,000 less than expected. 
• Jail costs are $728,000 more than expected. 
• Other services and costs are $426,000 over budget. A budget amendment of $1.3 

million is included in the mid biennium budget modification. 

Financial Reports 

Budget to Actual Comparisons 
The Budget and Research Division of the Finance Department is primarily responsible for 
budgetary control and analysis. For purposes of budgetary comparison reporting, the actual 
amounts of revenues and expenditures are compared to the projected amounts. Projected 
revenues are based on revenue collection patterns over the last year years. Projected 
expenditures are based on 36.59% of budget for labor costs and 35% of budget for non-labor 
costs. 

We are providing a new general fund report with this September, 2009, update. The revenues 
and expenditures are now contained on one page. We have added the impact to fund balance 
that has occurred from the actual revenues and expenditures. 

The report reflects the City's best estimate of projected revenues and expenditures. 

Funds Report 
The monthly report of actual revenues and actual expenditures for all City funds includes year­
to-date and biennium-to-date totals. This report is useful for assessing total revenues and 
expenditures for all City funds whereas other reports herein are focused mainly on the General 
Fund. 
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City of Tacoma, Washington 
Budget vs. Actual Revenues and Expenditures 

Monthly Financial Report 
General Fund 

For the Period Ended September 30, 2009 

(1) Gross Earnings Taxes on utilities are estimated based on the prior three years of activity. 
(2) Cash Balance is not considered a re-.enue so no variance is calculated for it. 
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City of Tacoma Funds Report 
Revenues and Expenditures by Fund 

For the Nine Month Period Ending September 30, 2009 

(1) General Fund beginning fund balance is presented in total here. On the General Fund Report only the beginning unreserved fund balance is presented. 
(2) The credit to biennium to date expenditures is a result from transferring cash back to Fund 1300 for leasehold tax payments. 
(3) The negati\9 expenditures for September are due to a credit for operating supplies. 
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