
DRAFT CODE LANGUAGE 
Narrowmoor Addition Conservation District 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
This language is proposed to be added to the Tacoma Municipal Code (TMC) Chapter 13.07. If the 
conservation district is established, it will require design review by the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission as provided for in TMC 13.05.047. Demolition review requirements are located at TMC 
13.05.048. 

13.07.XX1 Designation of the Narrowmoor Addition Conservation Special Review District − 
Purpose. 

A. In order that the West Slope neighborhood and the buildings within the neighborhood may not be 
injuriously affected; to promote the public welfare; to provide for the enhancement of the residential 
structures and the historic neighborhood development pattern of the West Slope, thereby contributing to 
the social, cultural, and economic welfare of the citizens of Tacoma by developing an awareness of 
Tacoma’s historic neighborhoods, maintaining productive and useful residential structures, and attracting 
visitors and new residents to the City; and in order that a reasonable degree of control may be exercised 
over the siting, development and architecture of public and private buildings erected in the West Slope 
neighborhood so that the goals set forth in this section and in this chapter may be realized, there is hereby 
created the Narrowmoor Conservation District, the boundaries of which are more particularly described in 
Sections 13.07.XXX and 13.07.XXX TMC hereof. 

B. The West Slope neighborhood and the residential development pattern therein reflect significant 
aspects of Tacoma’s midcentury architecture and culture. Such historic, architectural, and cultural 
significance is also reflected in the architectural cohesiveness of the neighborhood. For the foregoing 
reasons, many of the features contained in the buildings and structures in the neighborhood should be 
maintained and preserved. 

C. Except where specifically exempted by TMC 13.07.XXX, all new construction, additions to existing 
buildings and the demolition of existing residences within the conservation district boundaries  is subject 
to the review and approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to the initiation of work, per 
TMC 13.05.046. 

13.07.XX2 Designation of the of the Narrowmoor Addition Conservation Special Review District  − 
Findings. 

A. The Narrowmoor Conservation District is primarily significant for the design of the subdivision itself, 
including the layout of the subdivision and the effect of the controls on its historical development, as 
evidenced in the covenants that governed how the individual lots could be developed.  The result is a 
unique design that responds to the topographical location and does not reflect the prevalent subdivision 
design models in use at the time, which was based on the picturesque landscape traditions and Federal 
Housing Administration guidelines.  

B. The primary significance of the residential architecture in the Narrowmoor Conservation District 
concerns the placement of individual homes, which is part of the subdivision design. The design of the 
entire subdivision and the design of the individual lots is distinctive and contributes to the historic 
significance of this subdivision. The architecture of the homes themselves, which display the full range of 
World War II-era and post-war styles and building types, is not unique, although many homes share 
certain distinctive features, which should be preserved to the greatest extent possible. Most of the houses 
in the Narrowmoor Addition were constructed in the 1950s, although a significant number were built in 
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the 1940s. The Period of Significance for the development is 1944, the date the first plat was recorded, to 
1969, when architectural styles began to change. 

C. The Narrowmoor Addition is an established and familiar neighborhood. Like several subdivisions in 
the Tacoma West Slope area, it overlooks the Tacoma Narrows and Tacoma Narrows Bridge. It is unique, 
however, for the way the subdivision and site design within individual lots was designed to respond to 
views. The visual features of the subdivision include large lots; sloping lots that are often terraced to 
create building sites that optimize views; low profile homes and landscaping to protect views; and site 
designs that were, in the past, controlled on a lot-by-lot basis. These characteristics, along with an overall 
suburban feel to the streetscapes within the subdivision, make the Narrowmoor Additions a unique and 
well known feature among Tacoma neighborhoods. 

13.07.XX3 Narrowmoor Addition Conservation Special Review District  − Boundary Description. 
The legal description for the Narrowmoor Conservation District is described in Ordinance No. XXX and 
shall be kept on file in the City Clerk’s Office. The approximate boundaries are depicted in Map X below. 

Map X: Approximate Boundaries of the Narrowmoor 
Conservation Special Review District 

 

 
 

13.07.XX4 Guidelines for building design review of the Narrowmoor Addition Conservation 
District. 

Pursuant to TMC 13.07.120, the Landmarks Preservation Commission shall adopt and maintain 
Guidelines for building design to ensure a certainty of design quality within the Narrowmoor 
Conservation District, protect the historic fabric of the district, enhance the economic vitality of the 
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district through promotion of its architectural character, and provide a clear set of physical design 
parameters for property owners, developers, designers, and public agencies.  These guidelines shall be 
made available to the public in electronic and printed formats.   

13.07.XX5 Development Standards for the Narrowmoor Addition Conservation District. 
A.  Lot coverage.  The cumulative footprint of the residence, garage and accessory buildings shall not 
exceed 25% of the square footage of the residential lot. 

B.  Lot subdivision.  Lot subdivisions are required to maintain a minimum lot frontage width of 60’. 
Where the parent lot fronts streets on both the east and west ends of the lot, subdivision will be limited to 
an east-west orientation, such that new parcels will retain historical patterns with minimum street 
frontages occurring on both east and west streets, resulting in a generally rectangular lot.  

13.07.XX6 Narrowmoor Addition Conservation District – Specific Exemptions 
The following actions are exempt from the requirements imposed pursuant to this chapter: 

A. The demolition of less than 50% of roof area or exterior walls, where the primary elevation remains 
intact, is exempt from to demolition review (TMC 13.05.048), but is still subject to design review 
requirements for the Conservation District per TMC 13.05.047 if an addition is made to the footprint of 
the existing building. 

B. Any alterations to private residential structures or property that are specifically exempted from permit 
requirements in the Residential Building Code as adopted by the City. 
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