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Members 
Mark McIntire, Chair  
Bret Maddox, S.E., Vice Chair 
Edward Echtle  
Ken House 
Jonah Jensen 
Megan Luce 
Daniel Rahe 
Duke York 

 
Marshall McClintock, North Slope Ex-Officio 

 
Staff 

Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Tonie Cook, Landmarks Coordinator 

 
 

Date:       February 22, 2012  LPC30/12
Location: 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248  
 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: 

Mark McIntire, Chair  
Bret Maddox, S.E., Vice Chair 
Edward Echtle  
Ken House 
Jonah Jensen 
Marshall McClintock 

 
Commission Members Absent: 
 
Commissioners Megan Luce, Daniel Rahe and Duke York 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Tonie Cook 
 
Others Present:  
Gene Grulich, Christy Barrie, Stephen Murakami,   
Leif Hedron, Brittany Skobel, Brian Skobel 
 

 
Chair Mark McIntire called the meeting to order at  5:00 p.m. 
 
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Excusal of Absences 
 

Commissioners Megan Luce, Daniel Rahe, and Duke York were excused. 
   
 
2. NAME CHANGES – FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
A. 1900 Block of Cheyenne to Clay Huntington Way  

 
Mr. Reuben McKnight read the Name Changes Findings and Recommendation, as follows: 
 
The 1900 Block of South Cheyenne Street, which runs from South 19th Street to the entrance of Cheney 
Stadium, is proposed to be renamed “Clay Huntington Way,” in tribute to Clay Huntington, a noted citizen, 
booster and broadcaster who was instrumental in the establishment of AAA baseball in Tacoma, the 
formation of the Tacoma Athletic Commission, and construction of Cheney Stadium. 

 
Per City Council Resolution 38091, this street re-naming request by Tacoma Athletic Association was 
forwarded by the Mayor for consideration by the Commission on December 14, 2011. On January 11, 2012, 
the Landmarks Preservation Commission conducted a public hearing to receive testimony on the proposal, 
and held the public comment period open until February 10. 
 
Standards to be considered:  Criteria for name changes are outlined in the City Policy on Place Names and 
Name Changes, adopted by City Council Resolution 38091. 

 
Findings and Recommendations to be considered: 
 
1.  Pursuant to Council Resolution 38091, the Landmarks Preservation Commission reviews and makes 
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recommendations to City Council on name change requests. 
2.  A written request by Tacoma Athletic Commission was submitted to the Landmarks Preservation 

Commission. 
3.  On December 14, 2011, the Landmarks Preservation Commission determined the proposal was 

complete and scheduled the public hearing. 
4.  On January 11, 2012, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing to take testimony 

on this item. 
5.  All public hearing testimony (7), letters (2), emails (4), faxes (1) and one resolution submitted are 

supportive of the proposal. One phone inquiry was received requesting clarification on the location of the 
proposed change. 

6.  At the public hearing, the public comment period was extended an additional 30 days, which ended on 
February 10, 2012. 

7.  The following Name Change criteria was identified in consideration of the proposed name change: 
a. No existing buildings or facilities are named for Clay Huntington, so the proposed name change would 

not cause confusion or duplication (Criterion 7.1). 
b. For reasons stated in the request letter, Mr. Huntington was instrumental in bringing AAA baseball to 

the City of Tacoma and establishing Cheney Stadium. The road to be renamed after Mr. Huntington is 
the primary access to Cheney Stadium. Therefore, the proposed name is deeply tied with the purpose 
and history of the immediate area (Criterion 7.2). 

c. Mr. Huntington passed away in June 2011 (Criterion 8.1). 
d. Mr. Huntington was a founder of Tacoma Athletic Commission and Tacoma-Pierce County Hall of  

Washington State Sports Hall of Fame. He was a popular Tacoma sportscaster for more than 50 years 
and became the owner of KLAY, the only local station still broadcasting local high school and college 
sports. “In 1960, he teamed with Cheney to return professional baseball to the City of Tacoma as the 
Tacoma Giants and Cheney Stadium, was built. Mr. Huntington also “…formed “Friends of Kids 
Baseball” and convinced Heidelberg to fund the construction of Heidelberg Park complex in 1957.” 
Thus, Mr. Huntington appears to be a significant person in Tacoma’s athletic history (Criteria 7.4 and 
8.2.b). 

e. The section of South Cheyenne Street to be renamed is not connected to any other part of South 
Cheyenne (the section included in the proposal begins at South 19th Street and terminates at the 
entrance to Cheney Stadium).  Thus the naming will not alter or disturb the existing street system or 
grid.  (Criterion 8.3.a). 

f. The request has been circulated to affected departments (Criterion 8.3.b). 
g. All of the adjacent property is publicly owned – either by Metro Parks or the City of Tacoma. There are 

no street addresses fronting the affected section of road (Criterion 8.3.c). 
8.  Based on the above, the name change meets the criteria in City Council Resolution 38091 for Name 

Changes. 
 

Recommendation:  The Landmarks Preservation Commission recommended to the City Council that the 
proposed name change from for the 1900 block of South Cheyenne Street to Clay Huntington Way be granted. 

 
Attachments to the Staff Report includes: 
1. Summary of Oral Testimony Received at the Public Hearing on January 11, 2012. 
2. Written Comments (Letters and Emails) Received 

 
 

There was a motion: 
 

“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, recommend to City Council approval of the proposed 
name change for the 1900 block of South Cheyenne Street to Clay Huntington Way” 

 
MOTION:    House 
SECOND:  Jensen 
MOTION:  Carried 
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Mr. Reuben McKnight noted next steps including the consideration by Council Committee on Neighborhoods and 
Housing at their meeting on March 5, 2012 as well as a tentative city council date of March 27, 2012. 

 
 
3. BOARD BRIEFING 

 
A. 3701 N 26th Street - Washington Elementary Project   

 
 
 Commissioners Bret Maddox and Jonah Jensen were recused from this item. 

 
Gene Grulich, AIA, Director of Historic Preservation Design Studio, BLRB architects, introduced the design team, 
project scope, and timeline for the schedule for the upcoming modernization of Washington Elementary and Hoyt 
Annex.  Washington Elementary is on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, as well as the National Register. 
As part of the community outreach program, the Landmarks Preservation Commission will be part of this process 
for the development of the design concepts. 
 
The Design Team includes Christy Barrie, Capital Projects Supervisor and Stephen Murakami, Director of 
Planning and Construction, Tacoma Public Schools; principal of BLRB Architects, Leif Hedron; and Caroline 
Swope, Architectural Historian. 

 
Project:   Modernization of the 1906 Washington School and addressing some issues concerning Hoyt.  He noted 
the significance of this landmark, which is listed on the Tacoma, Washington State and National Historic 
Registers; Architect Frederick Heath is probably the most prominent architect in Tacoma’s history and this was 
his first elementary school design that was a modular school, which had a 1910 addition and a second addition  
in 1949. 
 
He stated, research is being conducted to develop a historic structures report and identify existing conditions 
which will provide guidance, so the historic integrity is not compromised. 
 
Schedule:  By May 2013—community forums; July –schematic development; by Fall—conclude design 
development; April 2013—contract document submittal; Spring/Summer 2013—construction. 

 
 

4. DESIGN REVIEW 
 

A. 810 N Cushman (North Slope Historic Special Review District) 
 
Ms. Tonie Cook read the background report into the meeting record, which follows: 
Built in 1908, this bungalow is a contributing structure located in the North Slope Historic Special Review District. 
The house has been altered and the goal of the property owners is to make improvements to return the house to 
its more historic character.  
 
This current proposal includes the following items: 
1. Removal and replacement of a west (side) elevation non historic horizontal slider window with two Andersen 
Woodwright double-hung windows; window specifications are enclosed. The opening will be enlarged to fit the 
new windows. 
2. Removal and replacement of the front elevation door; the side shutter type elements will be removed. The new 
proposed door is a Simpson clear fir bungalow series door; a photo is attached. 
3. Trim: All windows (non historic and new replacement Andersen windows) and new door will have new wood 
headers and trim installed. A sample of the proposed trim and profile is enclosed. 
4. Front Porch: Removal of the nonhistoric metal porch posts and replacement with a more historically correct 
boxed column, pier and balustrade. A photo sample of the proposed new elements is enclosed. The owner has 
not drawn scale drawings; this item may be suitable for administrative review. 
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Standards to be considered: 
North Slope Special Review District Guidelines 
#6, Exterior Materials. Goals: Use compatible materials that respect the visual appearance of the surrounding 
buildings. Buildings in the North Slope Neighborhood were sided with shingles, or with lapped, horizontal wood 
siding of various widths. Subsequently, a few compatible brick or stucco-covered structures were constructed, 
although many later uses of these two materials do not fit the character of the neighborhood. Additions to existing 
buildings should be sided with a material to match, or be compatible with, the original or existing materials. New 
structures should utilize exterior materials similar to those typically found in the neighborhood. 
 
#7. Rhythm of Openings. Goals: Respect the patterns and orientations of door and window openings as 
represented in the neighboring buildings. Typically, older buildings have doors and transoms that matched the 
head height of the adjacent windows. Doors also tend to be paneled or contain glazed openings. Windows are 
vertically oriented. Large horizontal expanses of glass are created by ganging two or more windows into a series. 
Most windows are either single or double hung, with a few casement windows being incorporated into the 
designs. Many of the buildings had the upper sash articulated into smaller panels, either with muntin bars, leaded 
glazing, or arches. Most older windows were also surrounded with substantial trim pieces or window head trim. 
 
Analysis to be considered: 
1. The home on the property is historically significant as a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic 

District; it was constructed in 1908. As part of the North Slope, it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington 
and National Registers of Historic Places. 

2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, 
changes to this building including new construction per TMC 13.05.047, prior to those changes being 
made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 

3. The removal of one non historic window and shutters and replacement with two double hung Andersen 
Woodwright fibrex wood clad windows and wood trim is appropriate as upgraded material in a traditional style 
per the Administrative Bylaws for suitable upgrades to non historic windows, and meets North Slope Historic 
Special Review Design Guidelines #7, specifically, for “…Windows are vertically oriented…Most windows are 
either single or double hung…[and] “Most older windows were also surrounded with substantial trim pieces or 
window head trim”. 

4. The new replacement windows require a larger opening than the existing non historic window opening, which 
meets North Slope Historic Special Review Design Guidelines #7, Rhythm of Openings, specifically, for, “Most 
windows are either single or double hung…” The new opening is a minimal structural change to the elevation, 
and is required to provide for a more traditional style window.   

5. The removal of one non historic front elevation door and shutter element and replacement with a wood 
bungalow style door meets North Slope Historic Special Review Design Guidelines #7, for, “…Doors also tend 
to be paneled or contain glazed openings…” 

 
Staff recommended adopting the above as findings and recommended approval by the Commission. 
 
There was discussion on the condition of the existing door and the proposed new door material and style; in 
addition, there was discussion on the proposed porch elements. 

 
There was a motion: 

 
“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission,  approve the proposal for windows and one door as 
presented for the property at 810 N Cushman; the porch elements will be reviewed at a future date per the 
administrative review process” 
 
MOTION:   House 
SECOND:  Jensen 
MOTION:  Carried 
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Ms. Tonie Cook stated that a written decision would be forthcoming. 
 

 
4.   BOARD BUSINESS/COMMUNICATION   
 

i. The Historic Preservation Month Annual Awards Committee will be reporting at a future meeting. 
 

ii.   Mr. Reuben McKnight circulated a copy of the Prairie Line Corridor letter to the University of Washington, 
which the Commission requested at the previous  meeting.   

 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  5:37  p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted as True and Correct: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Reuben McKnight 
Historic Preservation Officer 


