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Members 
Mark McIntire, Chair  
Bret Maddox, S.E., Vice Chair 
Edward Echtle  
Ken House 
Jonah Jensen 
Megan Luce 
Daniel Rahe 
Duke York 

 
Marshall McClintock, North Slope Ex-Officio 

 
Staff 

Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 
Tonie Cook, Landmarks Coordinator 

 
 

Date:       February 8, 2012  LPC    24/12
Location: 747 Market Street, Tacoma Municipal Building, Room 248  
 
 
Commission Members in Attendance: 

Mark McIntire, Chair  
Edward Echtle  
Ken House (late arrival) 
Jonah Jensen 
Megan Luce 
Marshall McClintock 
Daniel Rahe 
Duke York 

 
Commission Members Absent: 
 
Vice Chair Bret Maddox 

Staff Present: 
Reuben McKnight 
Denise Rakas 
 
Others Present:  
Larry Bluhm 

 
Chair Mark McIntire called the meeting to order at  4:59 p.m. 
 
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Excusal of Absences 
 
 Commissioners Bret Maddox was excused. 
 

B. Meeting Minutes 
 
The meeting minutes of January 11, 2012 and January 25, 2012 were approved.  
 

 
2. DESIGN REVIEW 

 
A.  715 N K Street 
 

Mr. Reuben McKnight read the Staff Report into the record, as follows. 
 
Built in 1928, the home at 715 N K Street is a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic Special 
Review District. It appears the home has been altered over the years, including the rear addition which is the 
location of the proposed work.   

  
The current proposal is to remove and replace four non original windows and one door including the trim, 
which are located on the rear addition, to accommodate an interior kitchen remodel.  The proposed 
replacement windows are double hung wood Lindal windows in a different size than the windows (for counter 
height); new siding to match the existing will be infilled. One of the windows located on the side rear of the 
addition will not be replaced; therefore the opening will be covered, matching the existing horizontal siding. 
The existing non original rear wood door will be replaced with a half light wood door.  
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Staff asked the applicant to provide the specification sheets on the windows.  

 
 
STANDARDS 
 
North Slope Special Review District Guidelines 
   
#6, Exterior Materials. Goals: Use compatible materials that respect the visual appearance of the surrounding 
buildings. Buildings in the North Slope Neighborhood were sided with shingles, or with lapped, horizontal 
wood siding of various widths. Subsequently, a few compatible brick or stucco-covered structures were 
constructed, although many later uses of these two materials do not fit the character of the neighborhood. 
Additions to existing buildings should be sided with a material to match, or be compatible with, the original or 
existing materials. New structures should utilize exterior materials similar to those typically found in the 
neighborhood. 
  
#7. Rhythm of Openings. Goals: Respect the patterns and orientations of door and window openings as 
represented in the neighboring buildings. Typically, older buildings have doors and transoms that matched 
the head height of the adjacent windows. Doors also tend to be paneled or contain glazed openings. 
Windows are vertically oriented. Large horizontal expanses of glass are created by ganging two or more 
windows into a series. Most windows are either single or double hung, with a few casement windows being 
incorporated into the designs. Many of the buildings had the upper sash articulated into smaller panels, either 
with muntin bars, leaded glazing, or arches. Most older windows were also surrounded with substantial trim 
pieces or window head trim. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
1. The home on the property is historically significant as a contributing structure in the North Slope 
Historic District; it was constructed in 1928.  As part of the North Slope it is listed on the Tacoma, 
Washington and National Registers of Historic Places. 
 
2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, 
changes to this building including new construction per TMC 13.05.047, prior to those changes being 
made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 
 
3. The existing four rear double hung wood windows and wood door appear to be non original located on a 
rear non original addition that are difficult to see from the alley right-of-way. One of the windows proposed for 
removal is located on the side rear of the addition; this opening will be covered with siding matching existing.   
 
4. The proposal to remove and replace one non original wood door and four non original wood windows, 
including the trim, on a non original rear addition; the replacements will utilize wood material that matches the 
existing materials in a traditional configuration and design, thus meeting North Slope Special Review District 
Guideline #6 Exterior Materials, specifically, “Use compatible materials that respect the visual appearance of 
the surrounding buildings...” and, NSHD Guideline #7. Rhythm of Openings, specifically, “Respect the 
patterns and orientations of door and window openings as represented in the neighboring 
buildings…windows are vertically oriented...most windows are either single or double hung...”   
 
5. The purpose of the proposal is to accommodate improvements to the living space with an upcoming 
kitchen remodel.   
 
6. There will be no change to the original form, massing or roof pitch and the applicant will repair or match 
existing materials. 
 
Commissioner Marshall McClintock stated that he agrees with the Staff Analysis on the proposal. 
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Commissioner Megan Luce asked about the date of the addition. 
 
McKnight stated that since the property was built in 1928, the Sanborn Insurance Maps would not apply in 
this case.   
 
There was a motion: 
 
“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, approve the proposal on property at 715 N K 
Street, as submitted” 
 
MOTION: Jensen 
SECOND:  Luce and Rahe 
MOTION:  Carried 
 
Mr. Rebuen McKnight stated that Staff is available to assist in the building permit approval, and  a written 
approval will be issued in the next few days. 
 

 
3. BOARD BUSINESS/PRESERVATION PLANNING 

 
A. Update on Nomination of Historic Cobblestone and Brick Streets located in the North Slope Historic 

Special Review District 
 

   
Mr. Reuben McKnight presented background about this pending nomination, which follows. 

 
In 2006, a nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places was prepared for historic cobblestone and 
brick street surfaces at North 9th, 10th and 11th Streets.   

 
At the time, the Landmarks Ordinance (TMC 13.07) did not recognize streets within its definition of “property” 
that could be added to the Register.  The subsequent code update in 2008 changed this definition, and 
streets became eligible for landmarks designation.   

 
City streets are maintained by the Streets and Grounds Division of Public Works.  Of primary concern to the 
city are the cost of maintenance and/or restoration of these surfaces, some of which are in “poor” functional 
condition, and the standards by which these streets may be repaired.  There are few surviving examples of 
exposed historic unit paving within the City of Tacoma; most have been removed or overlain with asphalt or 
other paving. 
 
He reported the nomination was complete and the geography is defined, and asked for direction from the 
Commission. 
 
Commissioner Marshall McClintock added that the original nomination included the historic streets in the local 
and national forms, however, the streets were not nominated due to the potential review process for the road 
maintenance department and interpretation of maintenance.   
 
Commissioners discussed  accessibility implications, corner upgrades, curbing, intersections, ongoing 
maintenance of these streets, and the development of a maintenance protocol as part of the nomination.       
In addition, examples were noted by Commissioners, about other cities and countries, which have developed 
a historic streets maintenance program and standards. 
 
Mr. McKnight stated he would continue to research Commissioner’s questions within the Public Works 
Department. 
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There was a motion: 
 
“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, continue to move forward with this nomination 
while the Historic Preservation Officer collects responses to Commissioner’s questions, and to schedule a 
threshold review on the nomination of the Historic Pavements in the North Slope Historic Special Review 
District” 
 
 
MOTION: Echtle 
SECOND: Jensen 
MOTION: Carried 
 
 

4. Other Items: 
 

University of Washington Tacoma – Prairie Line Trail 
  

Commissioner Ken House commented on the conceptual plans for the Prairie Line Trail presented by UWT in 
January.   He also described his recent onsite visit to the area, which revealed to him more iron and switching 
equipment than he realized was onsite, and expressed concern about  its fate.   

 
Further he posed whether additional design options, other than the three concepts shown at that meeting, will 
be developed to incorporate the existing rail equipment and supporting structures.  He talked about the three 
design concepts, noting that Mr. Tremblay did state these drawings were lacking any depiction of he 
equipment, but the rails would be included in future drawings, offering that visitors may or may not be able to 
see them, depending upon the placement locations along the trail.   Commissioner Ken House emphasized 
that the buildings were built there (in this location), because of the rail line and the supporting structures, 
which were integral to that area.  Commissioner Ken House recommended a Commission letter be written to 
UWT addressing these concerns. 

 
Chair Mark McIntire stated the equipment should be inventoried; in addition, a preservation plan addressing 
restoration and maintainenance of those pieces be prepared by the University.   

 
Commissioner Megan Luce offered that the University of Washington Tacoma should hire a consultant to 
prepare a preservation plan for that area.    

   
Mr. Reuben McKnight provided  information based on his recent discussions with the University about the 
presentation.  He said the University acknowledges that the design will be amended based on comments and 
feedback from the community  including the Landmarks Preservation Commission; the purpose of the 
conceptual drawings is to solicit input; he emphasized the January presentation of design concepts is at an 
early point of the design review; the University understood written correspondence would be forthcoming from 
the Commission; he noted these items should be a part of a presentation and plan.  He reported that the 
University received many community comments regarding the inclusion of the rails and equipment, and UWT 
will be considering the comments as they further develop the design plan.   
 
He noted the Hood Street Corridor is not the project name, but rather it is now the Prairie Line Trail Project. 
He stated the questions by the Commission regarding updates on the Student Prince Wall Sign and 
Japanese Langage School prompted Staff’s distribution of written email material at this meeting. 
  
In summary, he stated the intent by the University was to continue the process by furthering the development 
of the design for the Prairie Line Trail, which is a contributing feature within the Historic District, which 
requires further design review and decision by the Commission.  
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Mr. Reuben McKnight emphasized that Commission’s comments can be passed on by Staff to the University, 
or further discussion points can be scheduled; he offered, if correspondence is requested, Staff can assist the  
Commission with drafting a letter. 
 
He then summarized the Commission’s comments, which follow: 
 
Inventory the railroad-related equipment and its location; in general the mechanical equipment associated 
with the railroad should be retained; perhaps none of the A,B, or C conceptual design options capture the 
desired direction of the Commission; the rails are integral (i.e. either the rails seen or unseen is a concern); 
consideration within the mechical equipment element on how to maintain, restore, and enhance which makes 
it part of the story of the Prairie Line, and in the future, include much more design details. 
 
Commissioner Ken House requested Staff to develop the draft letter for Chair Mark McIntire’s signature.   
 
Commissioner Megan Luce asked for clarification on the requirement to prepare a preservation plan. 
 
Mr. Reuben McKnight noted a Prairie Line report was prepared by Artifacts; he stated that he would include 
this comment in the letter. 
 
There was a motion: 

 
“I move that we, the Landmarks Preservation Commission, prepare a draft letter to University of Washington 
Tacoma addressing the Commission’s comments and concerns on the development of the Prairie Line Trail” 

 
MOTION:  House 
SECOND: Echtle 
MOTION:  Carried 

 
Commissioners Ken House and Ed Echtle along with Chair Mark McIntire will be copied on the development 
of the draft letter.   

 
 

Wedge Neighborhood ExOfficio 
 
Mr. Reuben McKnight reported the Wedge neighborhood has expressed interest to have an ExOfficio on 
Landmarks Preservation Commission, noting that by code there should be a representative on the 
Commission and a public announcement will be prepared. 
 
He stated that with other position vacancies, a future code update should stipulate the process for soliciting 
exoffico neighborhood representatives, including North Slope Historic Special Review District. 

 
 

511 N K Street Plan Set 
 
Mr. Reuben McKnight reviewed the decision in 2011 by  the Commission, whereby the apartment building 
and attached carport was determined noncontributing property, thus it is exempt from design review.  He 
explained his receipt of a plan set for the remodel on the existing noncontributing building, which also 
includes a plan for a new detached garage, in the location of the existing carport.  He requested the 
Commission provide direction on design review for the garage construction, a new detached accessory 
structure on a noncontributing property. 
 
The Commission discussed the purpose of design review is consistency in design for existing and new 
structures, new building would require design review to meet the minimal design guidelines for new 
structures; it was understood that modifications on the  main structure exempt because it is a noncontributing. 
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It was agreed by the Comission that the new garage construction application will be reviewed through the 
design review process. 
 

 Historic Preservation Month Awards  
 

Chair Mark McIntire commented that the Historic Preservation Awards committee will be meeting in the near 
future. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted as True and Correct: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Reuben McKnight 
Historic Preservation Officer 


