
 
Next Regular Meeting:  September 8, 2010 Tacoma Municipal Bldg. North, Rm. 16   5:00 p.m. 
 
This agenda is for public notice purposes only. Complete applications are included in the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
records available to the public BY APPOINTMENT at 747 Market Street, Room 1036.  All meetings of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission are open to the public. Oral and/or written comments are welcome. 

 

747 Market Street, Room 1036 · Tacoma, WA ·98402 · Phone (253) 591-5200 · Fax (253) 591-2002 
www.tacomaculture.org 

 

 
The Tacoma Landmarks Preservation Commission does not discriminate on the basis of handicap in any of its programs or services.  Upon 
request, special accommodations will be provided within five (5) business days.  Contact 591-5365 (voice) or 591-5153 (TTY). 

 

 

 

Members 

Mark McIntire, Chair  
Ross Buffington, Vice Chair 

Edward Echtle 
Ken House 
Imad Al Janabi, PhD. 
Fred King 
Megan Luce 

Bret Maddox, S.E. 
Ha Pham 
Pamela Sundell  

 
Marshall McClintock, North Slope Ex-Officio 

 
Staff 

Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer 

 

 
Date:        August  25, 2010 LPC 37/10 
Location: 728 St. Helens, Tacoma Municipal Bldg North, Room 16  
Time:       5:00 p.m.  
 
Please note assigned times are approximate.  The Chair reserves the right to alter the order of the agenda. 
  

1. ROLL CALL    

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Excusal of Absences   

 

3. DESIGN REVIEW 

 
A. 813 Pacific Avenue (Old City Hall)         Aron Bacon 5 m 

Sign 
B. 605 S G St       Elizabeth Paterson and Steve Harmon 5 m 

Windows 

 

4. CHAIR COMMENTS 

 
 

 
 
Reuben McKnight 
Historic Preservation Officer 
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STAFF REPORT  
 

LPC    88 /10 
August 25, 2010 

 
DESIGN REVIEW  
 

AGENDA ITEM 3A:  813 Pacific (Old City Hall Historic District) 

Aron Bacon, Industry Graphics 
 
BACKGROUND 
Constructed in 1909, the Maze Hotel/Rowland Building is a contributing property in the Old City Hall Historic District. 
During the 2000 to 2002 time period the building went through extensive renovations including a new brick façade and 
received approval for signage in 2003 and 2008.  The current proposal is to install one new sign on the primary façade.   
 
The proposed non-illuminated sign is the business logo enlarged to 10 feet in length and 3 feet in height; the sign will be 
made with sintra material and mounted with approximately eight lag screws into the mortar joints and centered on the 
building’s one story façade, which totals 25 feet in width.    
 
Sintra material is a high density weatherproof PVC made for exterior application. 
 
Note:  The bottom length of the sign is approximately 80 inches or 6’6”. 

 
The property is protected by a covenant between the owner and the City related to historical property tax abatement 
(Special Tax Valuation). 

 
STANDARDS 
 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards  
 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

1. The building at 813 Pacific Avenue is historically significant as a contributing structure in the Old City Hall 
District; it was constructed in 1909.  As part of the Old City Hall District it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington 
and National Registers of Historic Places. 

 
2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to this 

building per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 
 

3. The proposal is to install one business logo type sign onto the center of the brick façade, which is not the original 
historic fabric however, brick was the original material.  The façade has been replaced. 

 
4. The proposed sign is non-illuminated and does not obscure or destroy architectural features; the installation 

method is lag screw into the mortar joints of the façade, which is a recommended attachment method for brick, 
therefore, the proposal appears to meet Secretary of Interior’s Standard number 9, specifically, for, “New 
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additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that characterize 
the property…”  

 
5. The sign advertises the commercial use of the building and can be removed without affecting the integrity of the 

historic building, therefore, it appears to meet Secretary of Interior’s Standard number 10, specifically, for, “…if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 
unimpaired” 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above as findings and approval of the proposal. 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3A:  813 Pacific (Old City Hall Historic District) 

Elizabeth Patterson and Steve Harmon, Owners 
 
BACKGROUND 
Constructed in 1890, the Agnew house is a historic property on the Tacoma, Washington and National Registers of 
Historic Places.  The new owners are making mostly interior improvements to the house; the current proposal is to 
replace one covered window opening at the side attic area with one double hung wood window matching inkind to meet 
egress requirements (this window opening will be enlarged to meet egress required dimensions); replace one non-
historic fixed with wood double hung or casement window, and install one new double hung wood window on the rear 
second story porch.  The other windows will be repaired.  The new windows will be custom constructed windows by 
Eagle windows.  If needed, the owner will provide clarification on the windows at the Commission meeting. 
 
Note:  In 1995, new double-hung wood windows were installed on the entire house with the exception of attic windows. 
 
 
STANDARDS 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 
Number 6:  Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 
 
Number 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, 
and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be 
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

1. The 1890 home on the property is historically significant as a landmark property; as part of the Hilltop 
Multi-Property designation it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington and National Registers of Historic 
Places. 
 

2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, 
changes to this building per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its status as 
a City Landmark. 
 

3. The proposal to install one double hung wood window matching inkind the design and material is for the 
purpose of meeting emergency egress of the code requirement of the Building and Land Use Services 
Division, which meets Secretary of Interior’s Standards No. 6, specifically, for “…the new feature will 
match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials…”  The original window is missing 
and the opening has been covered. 
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4. The replacement of one non-historic fixed window with a double-hung or casement style window on the 
side attic elevation, is an appropriate upgrade for a missing window element, and meets Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards No. 6, specifically, for “…the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, 
and, where possible, materials…”   
 

5. The purpose of the removal of historic fabric on the second story rear elevation and install one double 
hung wood window that matches the original windows, is to provide an opening for the kitchen on that 
level of the duplex; the proposal appears to meet Secretary of Interior’s Standards No. 9, specifically, for 
“…The new work…will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment” 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above as findings and recommends approval to the Commission. 
 

 
*** 
 
COMMUNICATION ITEMS  
 
City Council Policy On Place Names and Name Changes (adopted 8/17/10, Council Resolution 38091) 

 
 
PENDING AGENDA ITEMS  
 
September 15, 2010:  Special Joint Meeting of the Landmarks Preservation and Planning Commissions on the Historic 
Preservation Plan  
 
September 22, 2010: McMenamins/Elks Project 
   Schools Nomination   
   
 

 
*** 
































