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1. ROLL CALL    
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Excusal of Absences   
 
3. NOMINATIONS – PUBLIC HEARING 

 
A. One North Broadway -  Edgecliff Apartments Katie Chase 15 m 

 
4. DESIGN REVIEW 
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A. 1512 N 9th Street (North Slope Historic District) Katherine Haag 10 m 
Rear addition 
 

B. 1102 A Street (Tacoma Federal Building) Jon Potter  10 m 
ARC site visit: outdoor furniture and landscaping 
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C. 2106 Pacific Avenue (Union Depot/Warehouse Special Review District) Connie Guffey  10 m 
Sign with logo 
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STAFF REPORT  
 

LPC    81/10
July 28, 2010

 
PUBLIC HEARING - NOMINATIONS 
 
NOTES ON GENERAL ORDER 
 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission will hear public comments today regarding a nomination to the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration.  Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   
 
The Tacoma Municipal Code lists eight criteria for designation in Chapter 13.07.040. 
 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments regarding the nominated property, and to determine if the 
property meets one or more of the eight nomination criteria in the City Ordinance.  The Commission may elect to leave 
the record open until the next regular meeting, or, if no additional comment is warranted, take action on the nomination 
following public testimony. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 3A:  One North Broadway – Edgecliff Apartments 
Katie Chase, Michael Sullivan; Artifacts Consulting, Inc 

 
BACKGROUND 
Constructed in 1919 at One North Broadway, Tacoma Clinic was replaced by Edgecliff Apartments in 1924.  The 
nomination states:  “The Tacoma Clinic/Edgecliff Apartments is eligible for individual listing to the Tacoma Register of 
Historic Places under Criteria A, B, and C. The Tacoma Clinic/Edgecliff Apartments is significant under Criterion A for its 
role as one of the region’s first private medical clinics.  It is significant under Criterion B for its association with Dr. 
Edward A. Rich, a renowned orthopedic surgeon in Tacoma as well as throughout the Pacific Northwest.  The Tacoma 
Clinic/Edgecliff Apartments is also significant for its association with the architectural firm of Heath, Gove and Bell, the 
prominent Tacoma-based architecture firm that designed the building’s 1924 renovations.  The building is largely intact 
and the addition designed by Heath, Gove & Bell adds to the building’s significance”. 
 
The Commission voted to forward this property for public comment and additional consideration on July 14, 2010, finding 
that it appears to meet the Landmarks designation criteria in 13.07.040. 
 
STANDARDS 
The property is nominated under the following Tacoma Register Criteria: 

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or  
B. Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or  
C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 

master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction;  

 
This is a nomination for the exterior of the existing building. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
A couple of citizens, who are neighbors to Edgecliff Apartments and received the public hearing notice, called to notify 
staff that the “North” portion of the address was inadvertently left out of the correct address of One North Broadway on 
the notice form.  The other information including the parcel number and name, etc, was correct.   If no additional 
comments are received, Staff recommends that the nomination be forwarded with recommendation for listing to the City 
Council. 
 
Sample Motion to Recommend Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to City Council that the Edgecliff Apartments be 
included on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, including the exterior of the existing building at One North 
Broadway, finding that it meets Criteria Cite Criteria of TMC 13.07.040.” 
 
Sample Motion to Deny Designation: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the nomination for the Edgecliff Apartments, finding that it 
does not appear to meet the criteria for designation at TMC 13.07.040.” 
 
Sample Motion to Defer: 
“I move that the Landmarks Preservation defer a decision on the nomination of the Edgecliff Apartments and that the 
comment period be extended to the next regular LPC meeting (or state another reason).” 
 
 
DESIGN REVIEW 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  1512 North 9th Street (North Slope Special Review District) 
Katherine Haag, Owner; Curtis Morrison, Certified Building Design 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the November 12, 2008 meeting, the Commission voted to defer action on the proposal for a rear kitchen addition 
pending either the outcome of the required variance for setbacks or re-design of the project to comply with the zoning 
requirement.  On July 15, 2010 the variance was approved for side and rear yard setbacks to allow the connection of the 
130 square foot rear addition to the existing dwelling with the detached garage.  According to the variance decision and 
recent discussion with the applicant, no changes to the proposal have been made since 2008. 
 
STANDARDS/ANALYSIS 
The full November 12, 2008 Staff Report on this proposal is included at the end of this report.  Excerpts from the Staff 
Analysis follows: 
 
Analysis Item 3:  The new addition is located on the rear of the house, minimizing the visual impact to the front of 
the house.  Therefore the addition’s location meets North Slope Historic District guideline #8, which states that “additions 
to contributing buildings are not discouraged but should be located to conceal the new addition’s view from the public 
right of way.” 
 
Analysis Item 5:  The new addition’s proposed roof pitch is 4 in 12; however the applicant is agreeable to 
changing the addition’s pitch, to meet the North Slope Historic District guideline’s range of 5:12 to 12:12.  An amendment 
to the proposed roof pitch from 4 in 12 to 5 in 12 will meet guideline #5, which states that …slopes of the roofs range 
between 5:12 to 12:12 or more.  The applicant stated to staff that he would change the slope if the Commission 
requested a 5:12 pitch; no alternative roof design was submitted with the current application.  
 
At the November 12, 2008 meeting, the Commission determined and/or discussed the following: 

1) Determined the addition would not compromise the integrity of the existing house; 
2) Did not finalize the acceptance of the proposed 4:12 roof pitch, which does not meet the North Slope Historic 

District guidelines for roof pitch ranges between 5:12 to 12:12; the applicant accepted the change to 5:15. 
 
Staff Note:  The addition’s roof is not a primary roof form, so 5:12 or 4:12 results in little difference. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends adoption of the above and the November 12, 2008 staff analysis as findings, and recommends 
approval by the Commission. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4B:  1102 A Street (Tacoma Federal Building) 
Jon Potter representing A Street Associates  
 
BACKGROUND 
This item is continued from the July 14, 2010 Commission meeting.  The current proposal is to install seasonal outdoor 
tables, chairs, umbrellas, mobile coffee stand, pavers and landscaping.  Additional elements of the proposal at this time 
and discussed at the ARC meeting on July 21st  included fencing and lights.  The purpose of the project is to make 
improvements to the front elevation property and streetscape in that part of the downtown area.   
 
On July 14, 2010, the Commission requested the Applicant to provide a landscape view detailing the proposed furniture, 
and the hard and softscape elements on the property.  The Commission also scheduled an Architectural Review 
Committee site visit to become familiar with the character of the property.   
 
On July 21, 2010, the Architectural Review Committee conducted a site visit of the property.    
Attendance at the July 21, 2010 ARC included Commissioners Mark McIntire, Ross Buffington, Ha Pham, Ed Echtle, 
Fred King, and Ken House.   George Heidgerken and Jon Potter presented the proposal on the property.  Other 
attendee: John Olson with Historic Tacoma 
 
At the ARC meeting  owner George Heidgerken presented the following: 

1.  The purpose of the proposed exterior front elevation proposal is to clean up the property and streetscape in that 
area with the intent to improve security, and pedestrian appeal and activity. 

2. The current proposal includes outdoor furniture, mobile coffee stand, grading, pavers, and landscaping items 
such as 3 or 4 additional trees onto the property. The coffee stand would be a seasonal element on the site.  In 
addition, the owner is proposing fencing and lighting as shown in the enclosed plan dated, July 21, 2010. 

3. Other items presented and/or mentioned, but are not part of this first phase of projects included doors, windows, 
possible bike rack or benches ,garbage cans, solar panels, cleaning the exterior of the building, repair the steps 
and entrance, other streetscape items (trees, street lights, etc).   

 
Comments included: 

1. Commissioner Pham suggested  a shorter fence; 
2. Commissioner Buffington asked about the consideration of installing half of the current proposed furniture; 
3. Mr. Heidgerken responded about the concern with economic viability of half of the proposed furniture; 
4. A  landscape view showing the pavers, grading, plantings and other details (i.e. fencing, lighting) of the proposal 

was recommended.   
5. The owners will present  the landscape view as well as the light specifications to the Commission at their 

meeting on July 28, 2010. 
6. There was Commission consensus that the owners return to the full Commission with the above recommended 

items. 
7. There were no strong objections made by the ARC other than the above comments, suggestions, and 

recommendations to see specific elements of the proposal. 
 
A copy of the staff analysis presented on July 14, 2010, is enclosed at the end of this staff report.   
 
Additional Staff Analysis: 

1. The proposed fence and the light fixtures were not original features of the historic property, however these 
elements do not cover or obscure the character defining features of the building, thus meeting Secretary of 
Interior’s Standard for Rehabilitation #2, specifically, for, “The historic character of a property will be retained and 
preserved.  The…alteration of features…that characterize a property will be avoided”. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above and the July 14, 2010 staff analysis as findings and recommends approval of 
the proposal. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM 4C:  2106 Pacific Ave (Union Depot / Warehouse Special Review District) 
Connie Guffey, Plumb Signs 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
Built in 1906, the Morris-Miller Co./Love, Warren & Monroe Co. Building is a contributing structure located in the Union 
Depot-Warehouse Special Review District.  The District is listed on the Tacoma and National Registers of Historic 
Places.  
 
This application is to install a new channel letter / logo sign between the fourth and fifth floors in the location of the 
recently removed Expedia sign.  The new sign will measure 2’11” X 10’ and will consist of LED illuminated letters 
mounted to two painted aluminum raceways approximately 9’ to 10’ in length and anchored to the brick façade using 
expansion bolts centered on the mortar joints.  The specification for the blue and white plexiglass sign is enclosed.   
 
Staff requested the applicant to provide a sample of sign colors and materials at the meeting.  In addition, Staff asked the 
sign company’s representative to consider the possibility of removing the “tag line” portion of the proposed sign; there 
was no response before the final Staff Report was issued.  
 
STANDARDS 
Refer to enclosed Union Depot/Warehouse Design Guidelines for Signs at the end of Staff Report 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
Number 10.   New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

1. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to 
buildings per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 

 
2. Applicable guidelines for consideration of this application include: TMC 13.07.270 for building design and 

streetscape improvement review in the Union Depot-Warehouse Historic District, specifically Guideline #7 
regarding signs. 
 

3. The proposed sign’s location and size are consistent with the existing signs on the northeast façade with the size 
ranging from 1’3” to 3’ in height and 7’ to 15’ in length.  The location of the proposed sign appears to meet Union 
Depot/Warehouse Design Guidelines for Signs, Section 7, b.2, for, “…shall not dominate the building facades or 
obscure architectural features… ” and the size of the proposed sign appears to meet b.2, specifically, for “The 
size of signs and individual letters shall be of appropriate scale for pedestrians and slow-moving traffic...” 

 
4. Because the sign is a channel letter sign, Signs, Section 7, c.3,Section of the guidelines, which states that 

lettering, “..shall not occupy more than 60% of the total sign area…”, does not appear to be applicable.  
However, the first line with the logo portion without the slogan, meets Guideline c.1, for “Messages shall be 
simple and brief.  The use of pictorial symbols or logos is encouraged.”  Staff requested the sign company’s 
representative to consider the possibility of removing the slogan tag line portion of the sign as tag lines are not 
typical in the Union Depot District.   The representative did not respond to the request prior to the release of the 
Staff Report. 
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5. Because the sign is a channel letter sign, guideline d.1, which states, “Light-colored letters on a dark-colored 
background are generally required as being more traditional…” does not appear applicable even though the 
proposed color of the letters include white and blue.  

 
6. The new sign proposes three colors (use of black on the trim) with simple lettering which meets Guideline d.2., 

specifically: “Signs should normally contain not more than three different colors.” 
 

7. A similar sign was approved by the Commission for the Everest College on the same building in March 2010.   
 

8. The sign will be attached to the building by mounting the sign into the masonry joints which meets Guideline f.3., 
“Screw holes must be drilled at points where the fasteners will enter masonry joints to avoid damaging bricks, 
etc.” 

 
9. The sign is removable from the exterior of the building which meets Secretary of Interior’s Standard #10, for, 

“New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.” 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends adoption of the staff analysis as findings and recommends approval to the Commission pending 
samples of the sign materials and colors and response regarding the tag line. 
 
 
*** 
 
PENDING AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
Commission Meetings:  August 11, 2010, August 25, 2010, September 11, 2010 
 
 
*** 
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STAFF REPORT – NOVEMBER 12, 2008 
DESIGN REVIEW 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  1512 North 9th (North Slope Historic District) 
 
BACKGROUND 
Constructed in 1930, this bungalow is a contributing structure located in the North Slope Historic District.  The current 
proposal is to remove the existing northeast elevation rear wall, door, window and wood deck (refer to photo titled, 
Existing Rear Wall); there will be a new rear addition (9’6” X 13’8”) with a new wood casement window (four feet wide 
and two feet in height), and a new double wood glass French style door (refer to drawing titled, A4 of X) will be added 
onto the addition’s south elevation that opens to the rear yard.  There will be a new solid core insulate door without 
windows added to the garage/new addition wall that opens into the garage from the house.  The addition’s new siding 
material will be matched to the lap siding on the house; the window trim will be wood matching the existing trim in size 
and design; the new roof will be composition with 4 in12 pitch; new paint color will be green with off-white trim.  The color 
sheet will be available at the meeting. 
 
STANDARDS 
North Slope Historic District Guidelines 
 
5.  Roof Shapes and Materials. Goal: Utilize traditional roof shapes, pitches, and compatible finish materials on all new 

structures, porches, additions, and detached outbuildings wherever such elements are visible from the street. 
Maintain the present roof pitches of existing Pivotal, Primary, and Secondary buildings where such elements are 
visible from the street. Typically, the existing, historic buildings in the neighborhood either have gable roofs with the 
slopes of the roofs between 5:12 to 12:12 or more, and with the pitch oriented either parallel to or perpendicular to 
the public right-of-way, or have hipped roofs with roof slopes somewhat lower. Most roofs also have architectural 
details, such as cross gables, dormers, and/or widow’s walks, to break up the large sloped planes of the roof. Wide 
roof overhangs, decorative eaves or brackets, and cornices can be creatively used to enhance the appearance of the 
roof. 

6. Exterior Materials. Goals: Use compatible materials that respect the visual appearance of the surrounding buildings. 
Buildings in the North Slope Neighborhood were sided with shingles, or with lapped, horizontal wood siding of 
various widths. Subsequently, a few compatible brick or stucco-covered structures were constructed, although many 
later uses of these two materials do not fit the character of the neighborhood. Additions to existing buildings should 
be sided with a material to match, or be compatible with, the original or existing materials. New structures should 
utilize exterior materials similar to those typically found in the neighborhood. 

8. Additional Construction. Goal: Sensitively locate additions, penthouses, buildings systems equipment or roof  
mounted structures to allow the architectural and historical qualities of the contributing building to be dominant. While 
additions to contributing buildings in historic districts are not discouraged, they should be located to conceal them 
from view from the public right-of-way. Some new additions, such as the reconstruction of missing porches or the 
addition of dormers in the roof, may need to be located on the front facade of the building. When an addition is 
proposed for the front of the building, appropriate and sensitive designs for such modifications should follow the 
guidelines for scale, massing, rhythm and materials. 

 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and 
spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be 
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the 
property and its environment. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1. This house is historically significant as a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District; it is a 1930’s 
era bungalow home.  As part of the North Slope Historic District it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington and 
National Registers of Historic Places. 
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2. Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to this 
building per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 

 
3. The new addition is located on the rear of the house, minimizing the visual impact to the front of the house.  

Therefore the addition’s location meets North Slope Historic District guideline #8, which states that “additions to 
contributing buildings are not discouraged but should be located to conceal the new addition’s view from the 
public right of way.” 

 
4. Since the garage will become an attached structure with the new rear addition proposal, it will be subject to 

setback requirements.  However, the application with setback requirements does not appear to represent a 
conflict with the Historic District’s design review guidelines, as required by the Commission to waive the zoning 
regulations in 13.06.118f.  If the Commission does not waive the setback requirements, a variance will be 
required.  

 
5. The materials and design of the doors, windows (casement) and trim are similar to what was found in the North 

Slope Historic District. Therefore, the materials meet North Slope Historic District guideline #6, which states that 
materials be compatible to respect the visual appearance of the buildings…and buildings were sided with lapped 
siding… Additions to existing buildings should be sided with a material to match, or be compatible with, the 
original or existing materials, and New structures should utilize exterior materials similar to those typically found 
in the neighborhood.   

 
5. The new addition’s proposed roof pitch is 4 in 12; however the applicant is agreeable to changing the addition’s  

Pitch, to meet the North Slope Historic District guideline’s range of 5:12 to 12:12.  An amendment to the 
proposed roof pitch from 4 in 12 to 5 in 12 will meet guideline #5, which states that …slopes of the roofs range 
between 5:12 to 12:12 or more.  The applicant stated to staff that he would change the slope if the Commission 
requested a 5:12 pitch; no alternative roof design was submitted with the current application.  

 
6. The purpose of the proposed addition is to increase livable space; an addition on the rear is more appropriate 

than a proposal that is more visible from the primary elevation.  The proposal to remove historic materials 
includes the wall and window opening and roof, which does not meet Secretary of Interior’s Standards No. 2 
specifically, the removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.  The removal of historic materials may adversely affect the historic 
structure, therefore it would not meet Secretary of Interior’s Standard No. 9 specifically, New additions, exterior 
alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. 

 
7. The proposal includes installation of lap siding and paint on the new addition which will both (siding and paint 

color) match the historic structure, meeting North Slope Historic District Guideline #6 for Exterior Materials, for 
respecting the visual appearance of the neighborhood and using compatible materials similar to those found in 
the neighborhood.   

 
RECOMMENDATION   
Staff recommends adoption of the above as findings and recommends that the application be deferred by the 
Commission pending a decision on the variance application or re-design of the project, so it complies with the zoning 
requirement. 
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STAFF REPORT – JULY 14, 2010 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5B:  1102 A Street (Federal Building – US Post Office) 
Jon Potter representing A Street Associates  
 
BACKGROUND  
Built in 1908-1910, the Tacoma Federal Building originally housed the U.S. Courthouse, Customs as well as the only 
remaining user, the US Post Office.  The Federal Building is listed on the Tacoma, Washington and National Registers of 
Historic Places.  The current proposal is to install landscape plantings, pavers, and furniture, including an outdoor 
seasonal mobile coffee stand, onto the private property next to the A Street sidewalk.  Modifications include the 
surrounding hard and softscaping only and will not physically affect the structure. 
 
STANDARDS 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards  

1.  A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive 
materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

 
ANALYSIS 

1. The 1908-1910 constructed Federal Building is historically significant as noted in the nomination narrative, “…[it] 
is a fine example of the Second Renaissance Revival design style…”, and “…the design reflects…the adherence 
of the Beaux-Arts design tradition as the appropriate mode for federal architecture”.  The property is listed on the 
Tacoma, Washington and National Registers of Historic Places. 

 
2. Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to this 

property per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its status as a City Landmark. 
 

3. The light poles and full service restaurant noted or depicted in the design plan are not included with this current 
proposal.  
 

4. The installation of temporary seasonal chairs, tables, and one coffee stand as well as the proposed boxwood 
landscaping and stone pavers onto the private property changes the A Street view of the Tacoma Federal 
Building, however, it does not alter the historic fabric of the building; thus, it appears to meet Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards #1, specifically, for, “A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that 
requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships”.  In addition, 
these items are temporary and can be removed without destroying historic building fabric nor does it appear to 
block pedestrian use of the sidewalk. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above as findings and recommends approval of the proposal. 
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Union Depot/Warehouse Design Guidelines  
 
7. Signs. 
a. General. 
(1) All new exterior signs and all changes in the appearance of existing exterior signs require Landmarks Preservation 
Commission approval. This includes changes in message or colors on pre-existing signs. 
(2) If there is a conflict between these standards and the requirements in the City’s Sign Code, the more strict 
requirement shall apply. 
b. Location and Size of Signs. 
(1) Signs shall not dominate the building facades or obscure their architectural features (arches, transom panels, sills, 
moldings, cornices, windows, etc.). 
(2) The size of signs and individual letters shall be of appropriate scale for pedestrians and slow-moving traffic. 
Projecting signs shall generally not exceed nine square feet on first 
floor level. 
(3) Signs on adjacent storefronts shall be coordinated in height and proportion. Use of a continuous sign band extending 
over adjacent shops within the same building is encouraged as a unifying element. 
(4) Portable reader board signs located on sidewalks, driveways, or in parking lots are prohibited. 
(5) Existing historic wall signs are a contributing element within the district and should be restored or preserved in place. 
New wall signs shall generally be discouraged. 
c. Messages and Lettering Signs. 
(1) Messages shall be simple and brief. The use of pictorial symbols or logos is encouraged. 
(2) Lettering should be of a traditional block or curvilinear style which is easy to read and compatible with the style of the 
building. No more than two different styles should be used on the same sign. 
(3) Letters shall be carefully formed and properly spaced so as to be neat and uncluttered. 
Generally, no more than 60 percent of the total sign area shall be occupied by lettering. 
(4) Lettering shall be generally flat or raised. 
d. Color. 
(1) Light-colored letters on a dark-colored background are generally required as being more traditional and visually less 
intrusive in the context of the Union Station District’s predominantly red-brick streetscapes. 
(2) Colors shall be chosen to complement, not clash with, the facade color of the building. 
Signs should normally contain not more than three different colors. 
e. Materials and Illumination 
(1) Use of durable and traditional materials (metal and wood) is strongly encouraged. All new signs shall be prepared in a 
professional manner. 
(2) In general, illumination shall be external, non-flashing, and non-glare. 
(3) Internal illumination is generally discouraged, but may be appropriate in certain circumstances, such as: 
(i) Individual back-lit letters silhouetted against a softly illuminated wall. 
(ii) Individual letters with translucent faces, containing soft lighting elements inside each letter. Metal-faced box signs with 
cut-out letters and soft-glow fluorescent tubes. 
(iii) However, such signs are generally suitable only on contemporary buildings. 
(4) Neon signs may be permitted in exceptional cases where they are custom-designed to be compatible with the 
building’s historic and architectural character. 
f. Other Stylistic Points 
(1) The shape of a projecting sign shall be compatible with the period of the building to 
which it is affixed, and shall harmonize with the lettering and symbols chosen for it. 
(2) Supporting brackets for projecting signs should complement the sign design, and not overwhelm or clash with it. They 
must be adequately engineered to support the intended load, and generally should conform to a 2:3 vertical-horizontal 
proportion. 
(3) Screw holes must be drilled at points where the fasteners will enter masonry joints to avoid damaging bricks, etc. 
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