




















Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Community & Economic Development Department 
 

 
 

747 Market Street, Room 1036  Tacoma, Washington 98402  Phone (253) 591-5200  Fax (253) 591-2002 
 

 
STAFF REPORT  
 

LPC    41/10
April 14, 2010

 
NOMINATIONS – PRELIMINARY REVIEW 
 
General Procedural Notes: 
The property on today’s agenda is nominated to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.   
 
Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration.  Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.  
Owner consent is not required for the Commission to recommend designation. 
 
The purpose of this review is to determine whether the nominated property meets the threshold criteria and should be 
scheduled for public testimony at a public hearing. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 3A:  Central Lutheran Church (409 Tacoma Avenue North) 
Caroline Swope, Kingstree Studios 

 
BACKGROUND 
Constructed in 1957 at 409 Tacoma Avenue North, Central Lutheran Church replaced the 1889 church building which 
served the congregation at 1001 South G Street. The nomination states, “Central Lutheran is an excellent example of 
Modern-styled architecture which is significant under Criteria A, B, C and F, and represents broad patterns of Tacoma 
history, is associated with significant persons in our past, embodies a distinctive architectural style and owning to its 
location and size is a familiar feature of the Stadium district”.  
 
STANDARDS 
The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040B(1), and include: 

1. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and 
2. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association such 

that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance 
 
ANALYSIS   
The purpose of the preliminary meeting is to determine that the age and integrity standards are met. The building was 
constructed in 1957; the building retains its original design, materials, and style.   Both the original construction and the 
relocation and reconstruction may be considered part of the period of significance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends scheduling the nomination for public testimony at a hearing on May 26, 2010. 
 
 
DESIGN REVIEW 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  1015 N 11th St (North Slope) 
Jeff Millheisler, Owner/Applicant 
 
BACKGROUND  
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Built in 1940, this house is a contributing property located in the North Slope Historic District.  At the July 2009 
Commission meeting, the Applicant briefed the Commission on a proposal to add a full second story, Hardie Plank 
siding, new front deck and French doors, and remove and replace the wood windows with new vinyl windows. At that 
time the Commission made suggestions for an alternate design including a rear shed dormer addition and the use of 
wood windows.   
 
On March 24, 2010, the Applicant briefed the Architectural Review Committee on the new proposal, which included a 
rear dormer addition, removal of existing wood windows and installation of new windows (Milgard and Jeld wen), and 
replacement of the existing garage in the same footprint.  After that ARC meeting, on April 6, 2010, the applicant 
requested postponement of the window portion of the proposal; he asked for additional time to research window 
restoration and cost.  Therefore, the current application includes the new house addition and garage; the window 
proposal will be scheduled for a future Commission meeting. 
 
March 24, 2010 ARC meeting notes follow: 
 
Revised house design 
1) Proposal for rear shed dormer addition; front elevation roof pitch will be retained; rear shed added along with 

extension of rear side with rear door as shown in design plan dated 3/23/2010. 
a) ARC discussed the improved design changes from the previous design in July 2009 
b) ARC did not have concerns with the increased width (approx 1 ½ feet) on dormers  
c) Mr. Millheisler mentioned the potential increase in height of the basement.   

 
Staff Note:  On April 6, 2010 staff confirmed that material will be removed from the basement floor area resulting in an 
increase to the below ground level height with no change to the elevation.  The work will provide for the sewer line and 
the foundation for the rear kitchen area. 
 
House Windows:   
2) Proposal to remove the first floor windows and replace with all wood sash inserts (Jeld wen window product 

pamphlet enclosure) and 
Proposal to remove second floor and rear existing windows and replace with new wood windows (Milgard window 
enclosure) 
a) ARC discussed Secretary of Interior’s Standard #6, specifically, “Deteriorated historic features will be repaired 

rather than replaced…”   
b) ARC requested an estimate for repair and restoration of the wood windows including replacement of single glass 

with double (thermal); 
c) ARC stated the garden window is not a traditional window style; ARC recommend more traditional style (i.e. the 

bay-style window; tripartite style wood window). 
 
April 6, 2010, Staff Note:  As stated above, the applicant requested postponement of the window portion of the proposal; 
he asked for additional time to research window restoration cost. The window proposal will be re-scheduled. 
 
House – Exterior Siding 
3) Proposal includes removal of the non-historic siding and the repair and restoration of the existing historic wood cedar 

siding matching inkind the original cedar wood; 
4) Proposal includes matching inkind original cedar wood on the second floor exterior siding; 

a) ARC discussed the repair treatment approach matching inkind the exterior siding which meets Secretary of 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation  

 
Garage 
5) Proposal:  the existing garage will be demolished; the foundation will be retained for new enlarged garage structure; 

The existing detached garage will be enlarged to 24’X20’X9’ replacing the existing roof, new side metal security door; 
no windows will be added and installation of a new garage roll-up style door; exterior siding and trim will match the 
house cedar siding in design, style and size. 
a) ARC discussed the height of the proposed garage; the design plan indicates 17’10 ½” in height which may 

trigger the variance requirement on View Sensitive Overlay zone. The applicant stated the garage height was 15 
feet; ARC discussed checking with Building and Land Use Services division on code requirement. 
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Staff Note:  On April 6, 2010, the applicant confirmed the height of 15 feet on the garage. 
 
STANDARDS 
 
North Slope Historic Special Review District Guidelines #5, Roof Shapes, 6, Exterior Materials; #8 Additional 
Construction; and #9 Parking 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation No. 6 and No. 9. 
 
Additional Staff Analysis  
 

1. The home on the property is historically significant as a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District; 
it was constructed in 1940.  As part of the North Slope it is listed on the Tacoma, Washington and National 
Registers of Historic Places. 

 
2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to this 

building including new construction per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of its 
status as a City Landmark. 

 
3. The Applicant requested rescheduling the proposal for the replacement of existing windows until he has 

researched window restoration and cost, which can be considered as a separate item at an upcoming 
Commission meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the analysis as findings and recommends approval of the proposal as presented, with the 
exception of consideration of the windows at a future Commission meeting. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4B:  Wright Park Phase 2 Improvements 
Clayton Beaudoin; Mark Brands, SiteWorkshop 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 1890 E.O. Schwageral, landscape architect, and Ebeneezer R. Roberts, professional gardener, developed the plans 
for Wright Park, which is a City of Tacoma Landmark.  In 2004, the Commission approved Wright Park Master Plan, 
which did not include the final design for individual projects as they are proposed for review at the time of 
implementation.  The 2007 Staff Report to the Commission stated the following:  “The principal goal of the approved plan 
has been to retain and enhance the historic character of the park, while addressing user needs, management issues, 
and community concerns.  Numerous public meetings and stakeholder meetings have also guided the design process” 
 
In 2006 the Commission reviewed the schematics, and, in 2007, approved the Phase 1 Improvements.   
 
The current application for design review is for Phase 2 Improvements to Wright Park, including the following:  
 
Active Program Components: 

• Creating a new “spray ground” (i.e. water play features) replacing a shrub bed and some lawn; 
• Creating a new playground within Wright Park (i.e. such equipment as new playground structures and swings) 

replacing some lawn and adjacent to the recently renovated restroom; 
Other Components: 

• Removal of a different restroom building, playground and wading pool, and replace with a newly created historic 
central path or promenade in the Park;  

• Addition of two (2) new trees; 
• Addition of (4) four wayfinding / interpretive signs at various park entries; 
• Addition of concrete paving to create gathering spaces. 

 
Photos of the above described locations for equipment, signs, and equipment graphics are enclosed.   
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Submittal detail sheet L3.22 illustrates a variety of equipment including benches, picnic table, trash receptacles, bike 
rack, spray park sign, drinking fountain; the light pole standard (i.e. light pole with acorn single globe) was included in the 
previous Phase I Improvement review.  
 
For your information:  additional background on previous approvals follow: 
 
The 2004 approval of Wright Park Master Plan provided general guidance for the process; details on Plan follow: 
Overall site plan, proposed locations for individual new and old elements, and new individual projects and elements;   
Creation and restoration of a Central Green along the north-south axis of the park; 
Creation of ceremonial entries on the north-south axis at the northern and southern boundaries of the park; entry plaza 
on 6th Avenue side of park; 
Improved entry and circulation around Seymour Conservatory;  
Relocation of the bowling green to the east; 
Introduction of new active program elements closer to the street to the west and relocation of the basketball courts; 
Included addition of a spray pool in place of wading pool; 
Demolition of non-contributing portions of maintenance and renovation of facilities; 
Creation of event facilities on the Central Green; 
Renovation and expansion of the pond; and 
Creation of a new “Pavillion” space (public use and retail space) near the existing pond 
 
2006 review and 2007 Commission approved details follow: 
Removal of the 1970s addition to the maintenance building (ca. 1930s) and renovation of existing structure; renovation of 
1930s bathroom, including interior demolition, reconfiguration of spaces, and new entrance; 
Improvements to the main entrances at 6th and Division Avenues; 
Pedestrian and infrastructure improvements to the perimeter of the park; 
Improvements to the pond area; 
New trees; 
Lighting standards upgrades; and  
Utility improvements. 
 
STANDARDS 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation to be considered:  

 
1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive 

materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or 
alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.  

 
 
ANALYSIS 

1. Landscape architect, E.O. Schwageral, and Ebeneezer R. Roberts, professional gardener, developed the 
plans for Wright Park, which totals approximately 27 acres in land deeded by the Tacoma Land Company in 
1886; and named for Charles B. Wright, then President of the Company.  Wright Park is historically significant 
and is listed on the Tacoma, Washington, and National Registers of Historic Places. 

 
2. The Landmarks Preservation Commission has jurisdiction to review and approve, or not approve, changes to 

this property including new construction per TMC 13.07.095, prior to those changes being made, by virtue of 
its status as a City Landmark. 
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3. Wright Park Master Plan was approved in 2004, and Phase I Improvements by the Commission, in 2007. 

 
4. The proposed removal of non-historic restroom, wading pool, playground, shrub and lawn area was approved 

as part of the Wright Park Master Plan, which meets Secretary of Interior’s Standard No. 2, for, “The historic 
character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration of 
features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided”. 

 
5. The proposed installation of the Spray Ground and Playground equipment in the proposed location (Detail 

Sheet T1.0) was part of the Active Program Components of the Master Plan approved by the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. The active component area also includes drinking fountains, picnic tables, 
benches, trash receptacles, trees, concrete paving, boulders, concrete, gravel paths, bike racks, and lighting, 
which appears to meet Secretary of Interior’s Standard #10, for, “New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired”.  

 
6. The February 14, 2007 Commission minutes discusses the WPA-era buildings, i.e. the 1930s restroom, and 

that these buildings would be retained as contributing elements to the Park, although the Commission has 
determined that they are not individually significant structures.  The modifications to the restroom were 
approved in that action as a part of the Phase 1 approval. 
 

7. The proposed historic central path or promenade is a compatible feature within Wright Park that was 
approved in the Wright Park Master Plan, and meets Secretary of Interior’s Standard #2, specifically, for,  
“The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved…” 

 
8. The installation of four signs at various park entries are new additions depicted in Plan Sheet L3.23 and T2.0 

for the purposes of way finding and interpretation; the signs are removable and appear to meet Secretary of 
Interior’s Standard #10, for, “New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in 
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired”.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above as findings and recommends approval of the proposal as submitted. 
 
 
BOARD BUSINESS 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7A:  Preservation Month 
 
1. Final Selection of Preservation Achievement Award Recipients 

 
At the March 24th Commission meeting, the Historic Preservation Month Committee recommended a nomination list 
for the Preservation Achievement Awards during May, Historic Preservation Month.  The Commission will finalize 
the selection at the April 14, 2010 meeting. 

 
2. Final Update on Preservation Month Activities 
 
3. Draft Annual Report to Council 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7B:  Naming Policy  
 
Staff will present recommendations for modification to the Naming Policy draft following comments from Council 
Committee. 
*** 
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APPLICATION FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

COMMERCIAL AND MULTIFAMILY  
 
Please include ALL of the following information with your application.  Insufficient application materials will result in a 
delay in processing of your application.  If you have any question regarding application requirements, or regulations and 
standards for historic buildings and districts, please call the Historic Preservation Officer at 253.591.5220. 
 
PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Building/Property Name        

Building/Property Address        

Landmark or Conservation District        

Applicant’s Name        

Applicant’s Address (if different than above)        

Applicant’s Phone       Applicant’s Email        

Property Owner’s Name (printed)        

Property Owner’s Address        

Property Owner’s Signature   
  
*Application must be signed by the property owner to be processed. By signing this application, owner confirms that the 
application has been reviewed and determined satisfactory by the owner. 
 
APPLICATION FEE 
Please see the fee schedule on page 2. 

Estimated project cost:       
 

Application fee enclosed (please make payable 
to City of Tacoma):       

 

 
  

 
 
 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) is the designated review board to approve or deny proposed changes to 
designated historic buildings and districts. Review criteria are available at the Tacoma Department of Economic Development, 
Culture and Tourism Division (253) 591-5220 and on the city website.  Information on standards and guidelines can be found in 
Tacoma Municipal Code 1.42 (Landmarks Preservation Commission) and 13.07 (Special Review Districts). 
 
 
 
Revised 3/06

rmcknigh
Note
Completed set by rmcknigh

rmcknigh
Note
Accepted set by rmcknigh
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PART 2:  INSTRUCTIONS 
 
New Fee Schedule for 2006 
 
On March 21, 2006 City Council approved a new general services fee schedule that includes new fees for design review and demolition 
review of historic buildings (Res. No. 36804).  The new fees are as follows: 
 

Estimated project cost (determined by applicant) Application Fee 
$0 – 3500 $100 
Each additional $1000 $30 
Signs and Awnings $100 flat fee 
Maximum fee per review $2000 
Application for Demolition $1500 

 
General Tips for Modifications to Historic Buildings 
 

1. First contact the proper permitting office to ensure your project is code compliant.  The Landmarks Preservation 
Commission generally cannot approve a project with pending variances or code waivers (contact the Historic Preservation 
Office for more information).  Presubmittal conferences with Commercial Plan Review may be required for major projects and 
should occur prior to Landmarks Commission review of your project.  If variances are required for your project, contact the 
Historic Preservation Officer before submitting your application.  Variances that may affect the exterior design of the 
project must be resolved prior to Landmarks Commission review.   

 
2. For complex projects, several design briefings to the Landmarks Commission may be necessary.  Contact the Historic 

Preservation Officer to discuss scheduling options.  The Landmarks Commission generally meets twice per month.  Sign 
applications and other simple design reviews generally do not require multiple visits. 

 
3. Projects are evaluated using the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, and any 

applicable Historic District Design Guidelines (if the project occurs within a historic district).  Design Guidelines cover 
areas such as massing, scale, streetscape, signage, awnings and other design elements.  Copies of Tacoma’s guidelines are 
available at the Historic Preservation Office, or online at www.tacomaculture.org. 

 
General Steps for Submitting Applications 
 

1. Begin the application consultation process with Buildings and Land Use (BLUS) to identify code-compliance issues 
and required permits. 

 
2. For large projects, contact the Historic Preservation Office to determine an appropriate schedule for review.   

 
Architectural Review Committee:  The Landmarks Commission has an Architectural Review Committee that can provide 
feedback for projects.  The ARC consultation is a no-action preliminary review of projects scheduled on an as-needed basis or 
by applicant request.  Though optional, it is HIGHLY recommended for large scale or complex projects to generate feedback 
from commissioners. 
 
Preliminary Approvals:  In some cases, it may be appropriate to apply for Landmarks Commission approvals in stages.  For 
example, a final proposal for the building massing, configuration and size may be approved separately from the final finish 
materials and exterior design.  Generally signs are approved post-occupancy, and require a separate application. 
 

3. Submit 20 copies of completed application and APPLICATION FEE to: 
 
Historic Preservation Officer 
747 Market Street, Room 1036 
Tacoma, WA 98402-3793 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The Landmarks Commission meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.  Applications are 
due a MINIMUM of 2 weeks prior to the meeting date you are targeting, so please plan accordingly. Incomplete or missing 
information will delay consideration of your application. 
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PART 3:  PROJECT SCOPE AND DESCRIPTION 
Please use the space below to describe the project.  Attach additional pages if necessary.  All proposed changes 
must be included in this description.  Please see NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION CHECKLIST (next page). 
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PART 4: APPLICATION CHECKLIST (For sign or awning applications, please go to PART 5). 
 
General Requirements  
 

 Twenty copies of the application and all supporting documents for distribution 
 

 Property owner/manager consent 
 

 Check here to certify that you have contacted the Permit Counter to resolve any potential 
code or zoning issues with your project. 

  

 
Check here to certify that there are NO PENDING APPLICATIONS FOR A VARIANCE related 
to this application.  If there are any pending variances related to this application, you MUST 
notify the Historic Preservation Office.   

 
Narrative Description Checklist  

 
 

 
General overview of project, including quantities and dimensions of elements such as signs (i.e. 
“one proposed 24 X 60” sign, with 12” extruded plastic letters, to be located on the south façade 
sign band…) 
 

 LIST of features to be removed, replaced or added (if application includes removal or replacement 
of material) 
 

 Specification or product sheets for materials and finishes, if applicable  
 

 Program of work for large-scale or complex projects, if applicable (i.e. scope of work for masonry 
restoration and cleaning) 
 

 
Attachments Plans and graphics submitted for permitting may be used for Landmarks Review if 

materials, products and finishes are clearly indicated on the plans. 
  

 Site plan/locational map INCLUDING adjacent buildings and streets (for any additions or new 
construction).  Note that Building and Land Use Services also often requires a site plan for a 
Building Permit.  See Information Sheet B1 Site Plans (available at the Permit Counter). 
 

 MEASURED floor plans, CLEARLY identifying new and existing features (if applicable) 
 

 MEASURED elevations, CLEARLY identifying new and existing features 
 

 Details of method(s) of attachment for signs, awnings and canopies (if applicable) 
 

 
 

COLOR photographs of existing conditions (digital is fine as long as it is clear) 

Other Requirements 
 

 Material and hardware samples (in some cases specification or cut sheets may suffice) 
 

 True color paint and/or finish samples, where required by ordinance 
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Part 5:  SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SIGNS AND AWNINGS* 
 
Instructions for Signs and Awning Applicants 
 
Please include the following with your application: 

 Twenty copies of the application cover sheet and narrative description (pages 1 and 2 of this form) 

 Twenty copies of supporting attachments 

 Graphic rendering of proposed sign (to scale with dimensions indicated, and including any conduits) 

 Photograph of existing building 

 Details of attachment 

 Single set of material samples (if necessary) 

  
Please answer the following questions (if applicable): 
 
1. Are there existing signs on the building? 

 
      

 
 

 
2. If so, will they be removed or relocated? 
 

 
      

 
 

3. Sign Material 
 

       

4. Sign Dimensions 
 

       

5. Logo or typeface and letter size 
 

       

6. Lighting Specifications 
 

       

7. Describe the method of attachment 
and underlying material 

       

  
 
*Please see TMC 13.07 for Guidelines for Signs and Awnings, or contact the Historic Preservation 
Office. 

 

Please attach all required supporting documentation to this application, and submit it to: 

Historic Preservation Officer 
City of Tacoma 

747 Market Street, Room 1036 
Tacoma, WA 98402-3793 
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