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SEPA Fact Sheet 
 
Name of Proposal Tacoma LNG 
Proponent Puget Sound Energy 

10885 NE 4TH Street PSE-095 
Bellevue, WA 98009-9734 
 

Location The proposed Tacoma Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Facility would be 
located in the Port of Tacoma with access to Puget Sound. The project 
site is generally located north of East 11th Street, east of Alexander 
Avenue, south of Commencement Bay, and on the west shoreline of 
the Hylebos Waterway. The Tacoma LNG facility site is in an area 
zoned as Port Maritime Industrial. It is primarily developed for industrial 
maritime use and has been in industrial use for at least 75 years. The 
site is composed of four separate parcels owned by the Port of 
Tacoma: Pierce County tax parcels 2275200502, 2275200532, 
5000350021, and 5000350040. 
 
The boundaries for these parcels include both in-water and upland 
areas, reflecting a total area of approximately 33 acres. The upland 
portion of the site is approximately 30 acres, and the aquatic area is 
approximately 3 acres. 
 

Proposed Action The Proposed Action is to construct and operate an LNG liquefaction, 
storage, and marine bunkering facility, referred to herein as the Project. 
The Proposed Action would include construction and operation of a 
small-scale LNG facility to fuel marine vessels and provide LNG fuel to 
various customers in the Puget Sound area via LNG bunkering barges 
and tanker trucks. The liquefaction facility would cool natural gas into a 
liquid state at -280o Fahrenheit (cryogenic) for on-site storage. The 
facility would also have the capability to vaporize LNG back to its 
gaseous state from a storage tank for injection into the Puget Sound 
Energy (PSE) Natural Gas Distribution System during periods of high 
demand (referred to as peak shaving). The Project would consist of the 
following main components: 

• Tacoma LNG Facility: Liquefies natural gas, stores LNG, and 
includes facilities to transfer LNG to the adjacent TOTE Marine 
Vessel LNG Fueling System, bunkering barges in the Hylebos or 
Blair waterways, or tanker trucks on site. It also includes facilities to 
re-gasify stored LNG and inject natural gas into the PSE Natural 
Gas Distribution System.  

• TOTE Marine Vessel LNG Fueling System: Conveys LNG by 
cryogenic pipeline from the Tacoma LNG Facility to the TOTE site 
and includes transfer facilities, and an in-water trestle and loading 
platform in the Blair Waterway to fuel vessels or load bunker 
barges.  

• PSE Natural Gas Distribution System: Conveys natural gas to and 
from the Tacoma LNG Facility. However, this system will require 
upgrades, including two new distribution pipeline segments with a 
total length of 5.0 miles, a new limit station (Golden Given Limit 
Station), and an upgrade to the existing Frederickson Gate Station. 

 
The Tacoma LNG Facility and Totem Ocean Trailer Express (TOTE) 
Marine Vessel LNG Fueling System would be located in the Port of 
Tacoma within the City of Tacoma. Two new distribution pipeline 
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segments would be constructed in the City of Tacoma, and the City of 
Fife (Pipeline Segment A) and unincorporated Pierce County (Pipeline 
Segment B). The new pipeline segments would be constructed within 
the dedicated road rights-of-way currently used for vehicular traffic. In 
addition, the Golden Given Limit Station would be constructed on a 
developed parcel owned by PSE in unincorporated Pierce County, and 
modifications to the Frederickson Gate Station would be also located in 
unincorporated Pierce County.  

EIS Alternatives The No Action Alternative and the Proposed Action Alternative are 
evaluated in this Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Key 
elements of each alternative include the following: 
 
No Action Alternative: Construction of the Project, including upgrading 
of the PSE natural gas distribution system, would not occur.  
 
Proposed Action Alternative: The Tacoma LNG Facility would be 
constructed and produce between approximately 250,000 and 500,000 
gallons of LNG per day, for use by marine customers, including TOTE, 
as well as regasification into the PSE natural gas distribution system for 
peak-shaving purposes. Additional uses would include providing LNG 
to other industries or merchants, such as fuel for high-horsepower 
trucks used in long-haul trucking or other marine transportation uses. 
The Tacoma LNG Facility would operate and be staffed with 
approximately 16 to 18 full-time employees 24 hours per day, 365 days 
a year. 
 
The Proposed Action also includes the construction of segments of the 
PSE natural gas system in the City of Tacoma, the City of Fife, and 
unincorporated Pierce County. This includes the installation of new 
pipe, a new limit station, and modifications to the Fredrickson Gate 
Station. 
 

SEPA Lead Agency City of Tacoma, Planning and Development Services Department. 
 

SEPA Responsible Official1 
 

Peter Huffman, Director 
City of Tacoma Planning and Development Services Department 
747 Market St., Room 345 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 

EIS Contact Person  
 

Shirley Schultz 
City of Tacoma Planning and Development Services Department  
747 Market St., Room 345 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
Telephone: 253.573.2748 
Fax: 206.591.5433 
Email: shirley.schultz@ci.tacoma.wa.us 
 

1 The Responsible Official is the designated person within the City of Tacoma’s Planning and Development 
Services Department that is responsible for compliance with the SEPA lead agency procedural responsibilities. 
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ER/ITS Study Ian Munce 
City of Tacoma Planning and Development Services Department  
747 Market St., Room 345 
Tacoma, WA 98402 
 
Telephone: 253.573.2748 
Fax: 206.591.5433 
Email: Imunce@ci.tacoma.wa.us 

City of Tacoma Final Actions • Approval of the Final EIS for the Tacoma LNG Project as a 
document that is adequate for SEPA compliance and permit and 
approval decision making, including proposed mitigation;  

• Determination of whether the Action Alternative or the No Action 
Alternative is the preferred alternative; 

• Adoption of the Emergency Response/Intelligent Transportation 
System Study (ER/ITS) 

 
Phased Environmental Review No additional SEPA review will be required for site specific 

development that is proposed within the scope of the Proposed Action 
described in this DEIS. 
 

Required Approvals and/or Permits This DEIS evaluates the construction and operation of an LNG 
liquefaction and marine bunkering facility within the City of Tacoma on 
land leased from the Port of Tacoma, and construction of segments of a 
natural gas pipeline in the City of Fife and unincorporated areas of 
Pierce County. While Final Actions by the City are noted above, the 
following approvals, licenses, and permits may also be required. 
 

 
AGENCIES APPROVAL, LICENSE, or  

PERMIT 
FEDERAL 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation/Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration  

Delegated to Washington Utilities 
and Transportation Commission for 
approval of design elements 
consistent with Federal standards 

U.S. Department of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, Seattle 
District (USACE) 

Section 10 Permit (Rivers and 
Harbors Act)  
Section 404 Permit (Clean Water 
Act - CWA)  
Section 106 Consultation (National 
Historic Preservation Act) with 
applicable tribes (Puyallup Tribe of 
Indians and the Muckleshoot Tribe). 

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Waterway Suitability Analysis 
Addresses requirements of 33 CFR 
Part 127: Coast Guard assessment 
of LNG Marine Operations 
Permission to establish Aids to 
Navigation required under 33 CFR 
Part 66 
Letter of Intent (33 CFR Part 127) 
recommendation to operator and 
develops operation plans (OPLAN) 
at sea ports. 

 III 
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AGENCIES APPROVAL, LICENSE, or  
PERMIT 

National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) 

Section 7 of Endangered Species 
Act 
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Management and Conservation Act 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 
Level B harassment authorization 

STATE  
Department of Ecology 
(WDOE) 

National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) – 
Construction Stormwater General 
Permit 
NPDES Industrial Stormwater 
General Permit 
Coastal Zone Consistency 
Determination 
401 Water Quality Certification 
(CWA) 
Spill Prevention and Spill Response 
Plan (CWA) 
Hazardous Chemical Inventory 
Reporting Requirements 

Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW) 

Hydraulic Project Approval 

Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) 

State Highway Crossing Permit 

Department of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation 
(DAHP) 

Section 106 Consultation (NHPA) in 
coordination with lead federal 
agency (USACE) 

LOCAL JURISDICTIONS 
City of Tacoma SEPA Lead Agency 

Shoreline Substantial Development 
Permit 
Wetland/Stream/Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Area Permit 
Floodplain Development Permit 
Clear and Grade Permit/Demolition 
Permit 
Building Permit 
Street Use or Right-of-Way Use 
Permit 

Pierce County Street use or Right-of-Way Use 
Permit 
Conditional Use Permit 
Construction (Clear & Grade) 
Permit 
Building Permit 
Critical Areas Review 

City of Fife Right of Way permit Utility permit 
Flood permit 
Critical Areas Review 

Port of Tacoma  Tenant Improvement Procedure 
TRIBAL 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians Section 106 Consultation in 

coordination with USACE 

IV  
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AGENCIES APPROVAL, LICENSE, or  
PERMIT 

Muckleshoot Tribe  Section 106 Consultation in 
coordination with USACE 

REGIONAL AGENCIES 
Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency 

Notice of Construction Application 
Air Operating Permit 

 
 
Authors and Principal Contributors This Tacoma LNG Project EIS has been prepared under the 

direction of the Tacoma. Planning and Development Services 
Department. Research and analysis associated with this EIS were 
provided by the following consulting firms: 
 

• Ecology and Environment, Inc. – EIS research, analysis, 
and document preparation 

• Braemar Engineering, Inc. – Review of the LNG facility 
design, engineering and risk analysis 
 

For a complete list of individual contributors, see Appendix A.  
 

Location of Background Data Ecology and Environment, Inc. 
720 Third Avenue, Suite 1700 
Seattle WA 98104 
Telephone: (206) 624-9537 
 

 
Draft EIS Comment Period 

 
July 7, 2015 to August 3, 2015 
 

Draft EIS Public Meeting • Date of the public meeting:  
• Time of the public meeting: 
• Meeting Location:  

 
The purpose of the public meeting is to provide an opportunity for 
agencies, organizations and individuals to learn more about the 
proposed Tacoma LNG project and to present comments regarding 
the DEIS – in addition to submittal of written comments. 
 

 
Date of Issuance of this Draft EIS 
 

 
• July 7, 2015 

Availability of this DEIS Copies of the final EIS and Emergency Response/Intelligent 
Transportation System (ER/ITS) study will be made available on CD 
to agencies, organizations, and individuals noted on the Distribution 
List (Appendix B to this document). Hard copies of the DEIS, the 
ER/ITS study, and environmental impact statements incorporated by 
reference can be reviewed at the following locations: 
 

• City of Tacoma Planning and Development Services Dept.; 
747 Market St., Room 345; 

• Tacoma Public Library; 1102 Tacoma Avenue S. 
• City of Fife -5411 23rd Street East, Fife, WA 98424 
• City of Fife Public Library - 6622 20th St. E., Fife, WA 98424 
• Pierce County - County-City Building,  930 Tacoma Ave. S., 

Room 737  Tacoma, WA 98402 
• Port of Tacoma - One Sitcum Plaza, Tacoma, WA 98421 
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The DEIS can also be reviewed online at: 
www.cityoftacoma.org/planning. In addition, a limited number of 
complimentary hardcopies or CDs of the DEIS and ER/ITS report 
will be made available (while the supply lasts) from the City of 
Tacoma Planning and Development Services Department.  
 
Additional copies may be purchased at the Planning and 
Development Services Dept. for the cost of reproduction. The 
Planning and Development Services Dept. is open 8 AM to 4:30 PM 
Monday through Friday. 
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