
The MLK Area has always been a place of ethnic and cultural diversity 
There is a strong history of community advocacy and action in the neighborhood 

The Hilltop has been a key place in the social life of many communities  
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Japanese-American stu-
dents raise money for a 
new student union build-
ing.  

A family leaves Tacoma 
for the internment 
camps from Union Sta-
tion. Over 110,000 peo-
ple of Japanese de-
scent, including citizens, 
were detained for the 
duration of WWII.  

A Japanese-American Church in Tacoma, pillaged 
during the community’s absence  

Japanese-
American parade 
float in Tacoma 

Normanna Hall, built in 1923, has 
also been a venue for many  
cultural groups outside of the 
Scandinavian community in Hill-
top. This photo is for a Swiss yo-
deling performance that was part 
of the German Mayfest in 1964.  
 
Valhalla Hall, another venue built 
originally for the Scandinavian 
community, also frequently hosted 
members of other cultural com-
munities on the Hilltop, such as 
the Italian Americans below 
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1927 
Japanese-American owned 
produce stand located down-
town. Produce stands and 
grocery stores were common 
businesses for the community 

1964  

One of the many 
choirs to perform 
at Normanna Hall  

1968 

1968 

 

Valhalla Hall is  
another venue with 
historic significance 
on Hilltop. It was 
built in 1906 by a 
fraternal organiza-
tion founded in 
1884  

Harold Moss, pictured here 
in the early years of his 
political career on MLK 
Way, would go on to be-
come Tacoma’s first  
African-American City 
Council Member and 
Mayor, and the first Afri-
can-American elected to 
the Pierce County Council. 
 
 

Responding to community 
need in the 1970s, many 
community organizations 
sprung up to provide cul-
tural and educational op-
portunities for the resi-
dents of Hilltop, including 
the Ujamaa Center.  
 
Activities included painting 
and drawing, sculpture, ka-
rate,  
African and jazz dance, 
music workshops in voice 
and guitar, and sewing 
and knitting.  

 

“The Exclusives”  

 

“The Originals”  

1969 Ed Taylor Barber & Beauty Salon  


