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• Modify the Plan to clarify intent and strengthen discussion on cycling.  
 

44. The Commission on October 29, 2008 also made the following change in addition to the 
changes noted in Finding 43. 

• Add discussion on the importance of maintaining vehicular and non-motorized 
connectivity of the Nob Hill area with the core area of the Brewery District and the 
Tacoma Dome area.  

 
 
D. CONCLUSIONS: 

The Planning Commission finds that the draft amendments to the downtown element as described 
above and as recommended by the Planning Commission on November 5, 2008 are consistent 
with the Growth Management Act and are in the best interests of the citizens of Tacoma. The 
Commission further finds that the proposed amendments are consistent with the County-wide 
Planning Policies for Pierce County and the multicounty policies for the Central Puget Sound 
region.  

 
 

E. RECOMMENDATION: 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council adopt amendments to the 
downtown element of the Comprehensive Plan as recommended by the Commission on 
November 5, 2008 and as more completely described and contained in the document entitled 
Downtown Plan Update, Planning Commission Recommendation, November 5, 2008.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Downtown Tacoma is the economic and cultural center for 
the South Sound, the loca�on of headquarters for regional, 
na�onal and interna�onal companies, and closely �ed to the 
Port of Tacoma. The health of Downtown Tacoma directly 
impacts the city as well as the en�re State of Washington. 
According to the City’s Downtown Tacoma Economic Impact 
Assessment (2008) employment in Downtown Tacoma 
generates $3.9 billion in wages, salaries, and other income in 
the State of Washington. Of this, $1.8 billion in income goes to 
workers who reside in Tacoma.*

The past two decades have witnessed a renaissance in 
Downtown Tacoma. Recovering from a long period of 
disinvestment, strong leadership and the combined effects 
of commi�ments by the City, County, and State as well as 
countless private en��es have led to a cultural and economic 
rebirth. A series of downtown interven�ons; including 
the University of Washington Tacoma (UWT) in 1990, the 
Washington State History Museum, the Museum of Glass, the 
Bridge of Glass, the Greater Tacoma Conven�on and Trade 
Center, the Tacoma Art Museum, and the Thea Foss Esplanade.  

Opening in 2003, the 1.6 mile LINK light rail is the State’s first 
instance of light rail technology in the State, and provides the 
centerpoint for a effec�ve transit network.  The results? 
Between 2001 and 2008, more than 4,000 new residents have 
made Downtown Tacoma home – a 35% popula�on increase 
indica�ve of the new viability, and interest in downtown living. 

1.0 

TACOMA’S DOWNTOWN:  
A PLACE TO

WALK 
EAT 

SHOP 
LEARN 

A PLACE TO LIVE

The Update, Why Now?

While investments have spurred tourism and a renewed interest in living, working, shopping and playing 
downtown, there is s�ll a need for a solid community effort to li� downtown to the next stage. Furthermore, 
as the Urban Center of Pierce County and the South Sound, the City must respond to pressures for growth 
management and with its par�cipa�on in the State’s Growth and Transporta�on Efficiency Center, there is a clear 
mandate for development of transporta�on alterna�ves.

*Measures include both downtown and its adjacent neighborhoods – MLK and Stadium Districts. 
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The Project Scope

The Downtown Plan Update aims to provide the City with a working set of goals, policies and ac�ons to realize 
a healthy, vibrant downtown. The Plan first describes recent changes throughout downtown and then addresses 
quality of life through the introduc�on of new  programs that will build city capacity to revitalize recognized stress 
points or gaps in the exis�ng urban fabric. 

Geographically, the update is a coordina�ng document. In conjunc�on with the concurrent updates of Mixed 
Use Centers for MLK and Stadium, this plan covers the area the City Council has defined by resolu�on, the 
working defin�on of Downtown. However, land-use policy changes primarily affect the Central Business District, 
supplemented by the exis�ng updates of Sub-Area Plans for Dome District and the Foss Waterway (see Figure 1 
below).

FIG 1: PROJECT STUDY AREA BOUNDARIES + ADJACENT MIXED USE CENTERS
 WORKING DEFINTION OF DOWNTOWN
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