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Summary of Oral Testimony 
Planning Commission Public Hearing Minutes 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011, 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
1. Joe Quilici:  

Mr. Quilici submitted and read a letter regarding the Historic Preservation Plan and Code 
Revisions (Amendment #2011-02). He gave a concise history of the character of Tacoma’s 
neighborhoods and said that the code should protect and preserve neighborhoods. He felt 
that this amendment will help the neighborhoods preserve their own character and would 
like to see it pass. He suggested that the amendment language be changed to reflect that 
conservation districts should supersede other codes. 
 

2. Ted Turner: 
Mr. Turner would like to have his neighborhood added as a conservation district, even 
though it does not quite meet the current criteria in that it is considered a “stand alone 
neighborhood” and not abutting a historic site. He would like to make sure that Amendment 
#2011-02 takes into account neighborhoods such as the one he lives in and that each 
neighborhood be judged by a Historic Preservation Officer. Mr. Turner also submitted a 
letter for the record. 
 

3. David Zurfluh:  
Mr. Zurfluh, Chairman of West Slope Neighborhood Coalition, representing some 300 
residents, indicated that the residents would like to have their neighborhood designated as a 
conservation district. He went over the statistics that he felt would make a case for being a 
part of a conservation district. Mr. Zurfluh also submitted a letter for the record. 
 

4. Tom Rickey:  
Mr. Rickey indicated that the West Slope Neighborhood Coalition would like to be included 
in the conservation district amendment. Since his neighborhood has been designated a 
“stand alone neighborhood”, they went through the steps to make it an historic district but 
found that they actually fit more of the criteria for being designated a conservation district. 
He felt that the current amendment will accomplish the goal of the neighborhood coalition.  
Mr. Rickey also submitted a letter for the record. 
 

5. Mike Fleming: 
Mr. Fleming indicted that he and his wife wholeheartedly support the implementation of the 
conservation district amendment. He provided the rationale for why his neighborhood should 
be allowed to be a part of a conservation district. He also urged the Commissioners to 
accept the updates for the sake of all the neighborhoods in Tacoma and not just the 
neighborhood that he lives in. Mr. Fleming also submitted a letter for the record. 

 
6. Jori Adkins: 

Ms. Adkins indicated that the Historic Preservation Plan amendment is an important tool to 
preserve the character and “heart” of Tacoma and save some of the older buildings in 
downtown and not let them be torn down as has happened to some buildings. 
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7. Paul Casey: 

Mr. Casey, representing the applicant for the S. 49th and Pine Intensity and Zoning Change 
(Amendment #2011-01), indicated that this amendment offers a diverse means of 
preserving the residential character of the neighborhood. He also submitted a traffic study 
which indicates that the proposed uses would me more compatible with the neighborhood 
than the uses currently allowed on the property. 
 

8. Mark Holcomb: 
Mr. Holcomb, in support of the S. 49th and Pine Intensity and Zoning Change, indicated that 
the site should be changed from two zones to one zone, as proposed. He feels that it is a 
“good fit” with the area and with the goals of the Growth Management Act. 
 

9. Mark Gary: 
Mr. Gary, MultiCare Health System, indicated their general support for the goals in the 
proposed Historic Preservation Plan and Code Revisions, but indicated there are several 
areas that need some scrutiny before adoption. He stated that their attorney felt that some 
of the language was unorthodox and not clear enough as to what would be considered a 
conservation district and what is a historic district. Mr. Gary also submitted a letter for the 
record. 
 

10. Kathy Russell: 
Mrs. Russell stated that her main objection to the passing of the S. 49th and Pine Street 
amendment was because of traffic concerns. She felt that if the amendment were allowed to 
pass this would just bring too much traffic. She asked that the City take a better look at this 
and institute some measures to control this. 
 

11. Victoria Geehan-Shilley: 
Ms. Geehan-Shilley, a resident of many years of Narrowmoor II, would like to see the 
conservation district pass in order to preserve the quality of life that both she and her family 
have enjoyed for many years in her unique neighborhood. She felt that the inclusion of 
Narrowmoor II would act as a model and a symbol of what a conservation district should be. 
Mr. Geehan-Shilley also submitted a letter for the record. 
 

12. Mark Langford: 
Capt. Langford, Tacoma Police Department, was in support of the Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) component of Amendment #2011-06, as a tool for 
preventing crime in neighborhoods. He believed adequate design will go a long way toward 
reducing crime. 
 

13. Gary Knudson: 
Mr. Knudson encouraged the adoption of the Historic Preservation Plan as an important 
policy tool to help preserve and protect neighborhoods, encourage communication between 
developers and citizens, and preserve commercial buildings. He indicated that Tacoma has 
many areas that would benefit by passage of this amendment. 
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14. Donna Buck: 
Ms. Buck, speaking in support of the CPTED component of Amendment #2011-06, saw it as 
a safety issue. She talked about lighting as one example of CPTED applications that has 
had a very beneficial effect on fighting crime in her area. 
 

15. Tilinda Grote: 
Ms. Grote was in support of Amendment #2011-06 for the CEPTED features that helps cut 
down on crime. She has put the principles into practice and feels that this is an important 
step for the City to move into the future. 
 

16. Jeanine Peterson: 
Ms. Peterson of the Hilltop Action Coalition, a strong advocate for CPTED principles, spoke 
on crime prevention. She said that even though these may appear to be simple steps they 
are important in crime prevention and if incorporated properly in design plans would 
accomplish much good. 
 

17. Art Grant: 
Mr. Grant expressed concerns about the proposed S. 49th and Pine Intensity and Zoning 
Change. He was mainly worried about the additional young adults that would be brought to 
the neighborhood with the proposed development of approximately 150 multifamily units. 
Currently, there is no safe place for all the new teenagers that have moved to the 
neighborhood to go and that would be worsened with the increased housing proposed. He 
did not believe the City has the tools and capability to appropriately address that issue.   
 

18. Elly Johnson: 
Ms. Johnson indicated that if the S. 49th and Pine Intensity and Zoning Change is to be 
approved that there should be traffic calming put in place along South Pine Street. She 
suggested adding such things as roundabouts, speed bumps, etc., to accomplish this.   
 

19. Tony Abuan: 
Lt. Abuan, Tacoma Police Department, expressed some concerns about any additional park 
space associated with the S. 49th and Pine Intensity and Zoning Change and Amendment 
#2011-07 (Park Zoning) because the potential for them to allow gang activity. He noted the 
negative impact that neighborhoods sometimes have when open spaces are turned into 
parks, which also become unfunded mandates for enforcement. He would like the 
Commissioners to consider that point when looking at these amendments.  
 

20. Diane Walkup: 
Ms. Walkup is an enthusiastic supporter of the revisions that are put forth in the Historic 
Preservation Plan and Code Revisions. She stated that the revisions would only be a 
positive step in preserving older neighborhoods and act as a tool toward making sure that 
neighborhood buildings are not made targets for demolition. The proposed components of 
the amendment will be wonderful tools to help accomplish this. 
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From: A.J. Gannett [mailto:ajgannett71@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2011 1:47 PM 
To: Munce, Ian 
Subject: I oppose the proposed boundary designation! 
 
Mr. Munce: 
  
I want to go on record as opposing the proposed boundary designation (please 
see attached)! 
  
I currently live at 936 S Ainsworth Ave.    I have been a Hilltop resident/renter since 
January 2000 (11 years). 
  
My parents live next door to me at 942 S Ainsworth Ave, in the house that my Mom's 
family moved into in 1948 (63 years). 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Alexandra (AJ) Gannett 
936 S Ainsworth Ave 
Tacoma WA  98405 
(cell) 253.278.8182 
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From: Blaine Johnson [mailto:blaine@graphserv.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2011 11:10 AM 
To: Planning 
Subject: CPTED program 
 
Members of the City of Tacoma Planning Commission:  
 
It is my understanding that you are considering ways that the CPTED program might be more formally 
included in the process of designing projects that can include public spaces and significant private sites.  I 
support engaging CPTED in as many projects as possible and I base this on the positive experiences involved 
in the development of Ben Gilbert Park. This amenity, developed on City property immediately north of the 
Municipal Building, would not have happened without the strategic involvement of CPTED.   
 
The CPTED involvement was defined as a demonstration project and it achieved praiseworthy marks in 
several important aspects. By way of background, neighborhood representatives and city staff looked at this 
site nearly five years ago and tried to determine what could be done to address the blighted and crime‐
encouraging conditions. Mike Teskey was involved in those initial discussions and it was with that 
understanding he brought forward positive ideas several years later as manger of the CPTED program. There 
was discussion of putting a fence around the site and installing two garbage compactors.  Instead, the 
transformation to the pleasant, accessible public park illustrates how safety and aesthetics can be achieved 
through CPTED design. In this case, Mike defined the types of vegetation that would be appealing and yet 
eliminate potential hiding places. As the park design evolved, CPTED identified strategic lighting and the seat 
wall as components that would encouraging use of the park. Funds were provided for the lighting and seat 
wall as part of the demonstration project.  
 
What those funds provided were leverage to make the park happen.  A number of other sources for funding 
were applied, including landscaping by Tacoma Water as its own demonstration project, materials and labor 
by the general contractor building the Broadway LID, and contributions from neighborhood fundraising 
sources. This is a formula that can be particularly valuable with CPTED's participation – providing design 
strategies to promote safety and public use, and, in some cases, small amounts of strategically applied 
funding.  This approach brings in CPTED expertise and inspires others to take on positive projects that would 
otherwise not be pursued.  
 
Whether applied to public open spaces, public‐private projects or highly visible private projects, CPTED's 
involvement as an advisor will undoubtedly enhance the City of Tacoma. I encourage you to make CPTED part 
of those types of projects.  
 
Sincerely, 
Blaine Johnson  
 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
Blaine Johnson                               Voice: 253‐284‐3727 
Passages Building                            Cell:  253‐617‐8545 
708 Broadway, Suite M113          Fax:   253‐284‐3724 
Tacoma, WA 98402              
 
             Email: blaine@graphserv.com 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
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From: Kristen McIvor [mailto:Kristenm@cascadeland.org]  
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2011 12:54 PM 
To: Barnett, Elliott 
Subject: Zoning Changes 
 
 
Hi Elliott, 
 
As Community Garden Coordinator, I would like to voice my support for the changes in the zoning 
changes that will allow Community Gardens to develop in our communities as an allowed use of urban 
land. 
 
Community gardens have known social, health and environmental benefits, and those of use that support 
them are grateful to the City of Tacoma for its cooperation for allowing them to flourish. 
 
Thanks for your work on this, 
 
Kristen 
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From: Mark Pinto [mailto:markpinto@ymail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 8:41 AM 
To: lwung@cityoftacoma.org 
Subject: Adoption of the Historic Preservation Plan 
 
My name is Mark Pinto, and I am a homeowner in North Tacoma's Proctor District.  My partner 
and I moved to Tacoma about a year ago.  In large part, we were drawn to the city because of its 
manageable size and scale, its historic flavor and its architectural integrity.  Since arriving, we 
have come to realize that that architectural integrity is in jeopardy.  This is of great concern to 
us.  While I have control over the design of my own home and, to a lesser extent, to the homes in 
my neighborhood (via historic districting), I feel I have very little control over the design of 
Tacoma's public and commercial structures.  The Historic Preservation Plan currently under 
review provides that control, helping to ensure that Tacoma's architectural treasures aren't 
destroyed only to be replaced by mini malls and parking lots. 
  
While preservation and thoughtful re-use has personal meaning to me, I also believe strongly that 
it can provide long term commercial benefits to the city.  I lived for a number of years in 
Pasadena, CA, a city that honors its architectural history and that has harnessed that architectural 
history to fuel economic redevelopment.  If you've ever been to Old Town Pasadena, you'll know 
what I mean.  A blighted area was transformed through the restoration of blocks and blocks of 
old storefronts, storefronts now occupied by the likes of Barnes & Noble, Banana Republic and 
Tiffany.  I'm sure you can imagine the financial benefit that this redevelopment has had for the 
city coffers. 
  
In closing, I urge you to adopt the Preservation Plan currently under consideration.  I truly 
believe that Tacoma's future is tied to its past.  By honoring that past through preservation and 
creative re-use, I believe Tacoma can prosper. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mark Pinto 
3419 N. 27th St. 
Tacoma, WA  98407 
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From: silvadorothy@aol.com [mailto:silvadorothy@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 5:08 PM 
To: Munce, Ian 
Subject: officalboundariesfor downtown tacoma 
 
Hilltops boundaries are : 6thAve to 27th,and TacomaAve.to State St. .This change impacts far beyond the 
Hilltop boundaries .  Including the Staium District, part of the North Slope Histoeical District, also the 
Dome area, ect.    To me these areas are historal  places and should be left alone,Many of historical 
homesare in the areas impacted, this serously impacts the potentaial to lose these homes and the history 

they provide everyone.      
   Dorothy Silva 
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Jeremy C. Doty, Chair 
Tacoma Planning Commission 
City of Tacoma 
747 Market Street, Room 1036 
Tacoma WA  98402-3793 
 
March 11, 2011 
 
RE:  Annual Amendment 2011-07 - Park Zoning and Permitting 
 
Dear Chair Doty and Members of the Tacoma Planning Commission, 
 
Metro Parks Tacoma would like to thank the Commission and City staff for taking a very 
positive approach to developing the proposed Park Zoning and Permitting amendments.  
 
Parks are a very important community resource that has been shown to positively contribute to 
the quality of life. Well designed and maintained parks provide important greenspace areas in 
our neighborhoods, and create opportunities for our residents to get some exercise, meet and 
interact with neighbors, celebrate birthdays and events, and enjoy nature.  We are very pleased 
that the proposed Park Zoning and Permitting amendment recognizes that parks should be a 
permitted use in our residential districts. 
 
The Planning Commission and staff have taken a balanced approach to parks in our community, 
and we support the efforts made to permit outright many types of parks and recreation facilities, 
while ensuring that a conditional use process is available to more thoroughly review 
improvements that could have impacts to the surrounding community.   
 
With the ongoing economic downturn, usage of our parks has increased significantly as people 
choose to vacation in their hometown.  We are supportive of the proposed Park Zoning 
amendments since the changes will allow us to more quickly and efficiently make park 
improvements to meet the needs and expectations of Tacoma residents. 
 
We will continue to stay involved with this amendment process.  Please contact me with any 
questions you may have.  Thank you again for your time and efforts on this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Lois Stark, Chief Planner Metro Parks Tacoma 
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From: Kelly Stave [mailto:markandkelly88@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 03, 2011 7:20 PM 
To: Munce, Ian 
Subject: Tacoma downtown boundary change 
 
Hello, Ian, 
I wanted to check in with you regarding the proposed expansion of the downtown boundary from 
MLK to L Street.  This small change will impact many homes in that the land value will rise, 
possibly forcing homeowners to sell.  It would also encourage development in a residential 
neighborhood.  It may possibly put homeowners at risk for having their homes razed in favor of 
income-producing business.  There are many vacant spaces in the downtown area now; I would 
encourage these spaces be completely filled before any expansion is even considered.  I am a 
homeowner on the 900 block of South Pine. 
Thank you, 
Kelly Stave 
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From:  Ralph Tomberg [rtomberg@nventure.com] 
Sent:  Tuesday, March 01, 2011 11:54 AM 
To:  Planning 
Subject:  Staff Report #2011‐02, Historic Preservation Plan and Code 

Amendments 
 
Suggest that paragraph d. proposed as an addition  to 13.06.510 Off‐street parking and storage 
be removed as potentially conflicting and redundant.  
  
By reading the current and unchanged use tables pertinent to this section it is obviously not the 
intent to impose this exemption on all properties within designated historic and conservation 
districts.   The intent of this proposed addition is adequately and properly expressed in the 
proposed change at added Note 15. to  Chapter 13‐06A—Downtown. 
  
Ralph Tomberg 
 

- 73 -



From: JnJ Turner [mailto:juliejayturner@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2011 11:23 AM 
To: Planning 
Subject: Preservation Plan in Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
We commend you for including a Preservation Plan in the annual update for regulatory 
codes.  The vulnerable nature of many historic buildings and neighborhoods will be mitigated 
with the proposed Plan.  
 
As residents of the North Slope Historic District, we know we are dependent upon the Tacoma 
Municipal Codes to protect our homes, as well as the neighborhood ambiance.  Without the 
historic district ordinance and our zoning category of HMR-SRD, we would be subject to 
constant pressure to raze and rebuild.  Then, vital pieces of Tacoma's past would slowly be 
eroded until the traces of life at the turn of the 20th Century would be gone. 
 
The past points the way to the future! 
 
Julie and Jay Turner 
817 N. J. St. 
Tacoma, WA 98403 
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