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Tacoma Public Officials:      September 9, 2008 

Subject:  Revisions to the PRD Code 

I reside in Northeast Tacoma.  For the last 20 months I have supported and been involved with 
the building moratorium, clarification and maintenance of the existing associated PRD's for our 
community.  The building moratorium and PRD clarification is supported by many community 
neighbors and members of the Council and Planning Department. 

I was disappointed to recently learn the elected officials on the City Council and various 
departments within Tacoma City Government attempted to pass regulations affecting its citizens 
without proper notification.  It would appear City of Tacoma officials and staff did not want to 
communicate the proposed changes to the community, which if passed, would change and 
negate the PRD wording that was put in place within the last year.  Members of NE Tacoma have 
been contacting the Land Use Department at least twice a month for over a year.  The same 
question was asked: "Are there any updates or changes being considered that would affect NE 
Tacoma."  The answers have been, basically, there are meetings regarding mitigation that can't 
be publicly discussed and "NO, there is nothing taking place that would affect NE Tacoma." 

It appears, based on what we have learned, just as in the original application for the Northshore 
Golf Course development, the Citizens of NE Tacoma were not communicated with while 
discussions were held and proposals were made to reduce open space requirements, reduce set 
backs, reduce lot size, etc.  I am disappointed and upset to find this type of behavior occurring 
within the Tacoma City Government of elected officials.  We did not receive a call or any 
notification from our elected representative, nor a word from any questioned departmental 
personnel when asked, regarding any proposed changes to the PRD that might affect NE 
Tacoma.  My understanding is that many City Government Officials and Departments have 
known about the proposed changes since the spring of 2008. 

Unfortunately, the characteristics that come to mind when observing this type of behavior are 
unethical behavior for public officials and not being good public servants and stewards of the 
constituents that elected you to office.  Many of the Citizens of NE Tacoma have been on a 
communication list for over a year, requesting written notification of any and all information 
regarding these issues.  No written communication was provided regarding these latest 
proposals, and that is unacceptable. 

I understand that since the information regarding the recent PRD proposals was discovered and 
questions were raised regarding notification requirements, the proposals were removed from 
upcoming City Council agendas for a period of time.  In addition, we have been assured that 
when citizens ask about issues which may affect their community, they will be advised of any 
proposals in work and advance written notification would be provided to those on the 
communication list in order to solicit input from interested citizens. 

I believe the specific code changes proposed involving open space, reduced lot size and reduced 
setbacks are covered by the following sections of the PRD code: 13.04.240(C), 13.06.100B (9), 
and 13.06.140.  I am requesting notification via e-mail if there are any proposals being considered 
that would change PRD code affecting residents of NE Tacoma.  The Citizens involved with Save 
NE Tacoma are actively following these issues and wish to be communicated with if there are any 
proposed changes that might take place. 

I am truly disappointed to think we can not trust those elected to represent us.  The behavior of 
elected officials is in the limelight and negative behavior to the community can be reflected in the 
upcoming November elections.  If I am mistaken about the Council Members or Departmental 
Personnel being aware of these proposed changes I would appreciate hearing from them.  
Please file this correspondence appropriately for public record review and comment. 

Bruce and Marcie McCandliss 
3611 44th St Ct NE 
Tacoma WA  98422 
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From: Bruce and Marcie [mailto:yofive@comcast.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2008 7:33 AM 
To: Planning; Lauren.Walker@cityoftacoma.org; Spiro.Manthou@cityoftacoma.org; 
Mike.Lonergan@cityoftacoma.org; Connie.Ladenburg@cityoftacoma.org; 
Jake.Fey@cityoftacoma.org; Marilyn.Strickland@cityoftacoma.org; 
Julie.Anderson@cityoftacoma.org; Bill.Baarsma@cityoftacoma.org; 
Rick.Talbert@cityoftacoma.org 
Cc: Diane Thynes; scott Phillips; Kathy Kleeberger; Kenneth and Ann Porad; John & Stacy 
Geyer; Richard Hybak; John Mouser; Bill and Diane Swoveland; Frank Evans; Tim Lynch; 
Carol Turney-Loos; John Mouser; Jonathen Reed; Fred Gillis; Tom Hagen; Maryanne and Greg 
Murdock; Dennis and Liz Bod; Gary Neiss; Todd and Sarah Massengill; Randy and Lisa 
Kurosky; Steve Barkley; Kathryn Antonetti; Terry Kleeberger; Michael and Michelle Faulkner; 
Phil Rosser; Rich Davis; Kathy Helt; Ray Helt; Jennifer and Randall Hopkins; Tony Wong; Chris 
Cornell; Darcy Gregg; Lorrie and Harry Rempher; Dan Hallin; Aine Boden; Dick Gould 
Subject: Proposed Changes to the PRD 
 
Tacoma Public Officials - Please read, review, comment and file accordingly the attached letter 
in your public records regarding recent  proposed PRD change activity within the Tacoma City 
Government offices. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Bruce and Marcie McCandliss 
3611 44th St Ct NE 
Tacoma, WA 98422 
 

Staff Note: 
The e-mail from  
Bruce and Marcie McCandliss
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