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Athena Group, LLC 
Olympia, Wash.  
 
For over 14 years, Athena Group, LLC has been a woman-owned business that has helped 
forward-thinking leaders catalyze meaningful change by bringing practical solutions to complex 
problems. Their core competencies include: strategic planning and facilitation, stakeholder 
engagement and public participation, performance measurement and evaluation, and process 
improvement. Their team includes Washington natives who excel in creating widespread buy-in 
and commitment for adaptive strategic plans that are iterative, living, breathing guides for daily 
operations. They have led strategic planning and visioning processes, public participation and 
stakeholder engagements, as well as performance management and process improvements 
across Washington state, from the governor’s office, to King County, to Tumwater. They have 
received numerous national awards for their work, including an Innovations Award from the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. They have also been featured 
nationally and internationally at conferences and in publications, such as Governing Magazine.   

Beckwith Consulting Group 
LaConner, Wash. 
 
Beckwith Consulting Group was established in 1983 to provide planning, design and 
development services throughout the Pacific Northwest. The firm’s plans and projects have one 
of the highest implementation rates in the consulting industry as indicated by project results, 
32 awards and client references. They have accomplished over 132 projects with visioning 
elements for cities, counties, ports, public development authorities, state agencies and non-
profit organizations. Past work includes the Edmonds Strategic Action Plan, the Tacoma MLK / 
Hilltop Subarea Plan, Snohomish Economic Development Plan, Kennewick Revitalization 
Subarea Plan, Seattle Delridge Neighborhood Plan, Bellingham Downtown Redevelopment 
Workshop, Lynnwood Central Business District Visioning Process, Snoqualmie Downtown 
Master Plan, Chehalis Renaissance Project, Birch Bay Community Tourism Strategy, Bellingham 
/ Whatcom County Housing Action Plan, Eugene Downtown Redesign Project, Fife Economic 
Development Plan and Mountlake Terrace Financial Strategy Surveys. They have a 100 percent 
record of being within budget, on time and of exceptional quality.    

BDS Planning and Urban Design 
Seattle, Wash.  

BDS Planning and Urban Design is experienced in visioning and strategic planning, public 
engagement and facilitation of multi-faceted communities, multi-layered decision making, 
performance measurement and benchmarking. The firm completed a citywide vision for Burien 



in 2011, is currently working with ECONorthwest on an Economic Development Strategic Plan 
for Burien, and has developed visions and strategic plans in the past for the Downtown Seattle 
Association, the University District Partnership, the Ballard Chamber of Commerce and 
Farestart. It has plans currently in the works for the Cascade Bicycle Club and Commute Seattle 
(a partnership of King County Metro, the City of Seattle Department of Transportation and the 
Downtown Seattle Association). Its principal, Dr. Brian Douglas Scott, was personally involved in 
the transformative 25-year Vision for Central Portland and its deputy project manager, Morgan 
Shook, grew up on Tacoma’s South End, is a graduate of Foss High School and the University of 
Puget Sound.  

Community Attributes Inc.  
Seattle, Wash. 

Community Attributes Inc. supports all phases of community development, and brings 
extensive experience with data-driven community and economic development strategies and 
public engagement. Their team offers creative and innovative planning and visioning services, 
proven community engagement methods and techniques, economic development strategies 
with a clear understanding of the role of the public and private sectors in creating a community 
vision and stimulating economic growth, an implementation focus where community decision-
makers are connected with each other’s needs and interests, familiarity with Tacoma and in-
house data and models relevant to this project, and data-driven statistical analyses to inform 
plans and policies. Their team has worked with the City of Tacoma, as well as other entities 
across the region – including Kent, Sammamish, Lynnwood, Whatcom County, Duvall, Maple 
Valley, Issaquah, Woodinville and Lake Forest Park. They seek to connect investors, developers, 
community and government through an enhanced awareness of regional economic trends, 
market opportunities and community desires.  

Fern Tiger Associates 
Oakland, Calif. 
 
With more than 30 years of experience working with cities, counties, universities, and a diverse 
range of nonprofit organizations across the country – including ongoing work with The Russell 
Family Foundation on their Puyallup Watershed Initiative – Fern Tiger Associates  is a woman-
owned business that has led strategic organizational planning efforts, program and policy 
evaluations, institutional rebranding and positioning, and a myriad of other communications 
and documentation projects. The firm also brings an unmatched expertise in developing 
authentic community engagement processes that reach out to stakeholders in every sector, 
create unique and productive feedback processes and provide expert analysis of qualitative and 
quantitative data. Fern Tiger, the firm’s president and creative director, is an active professor in 
the Urban Studies program at the University of Washington Tacoma. While the firm is based in 
Oakland, Calif., she is in Tacoma every week to work with students and faculty, and manage 
projects and other staff in the Pacific Northwest.  



Strategies 360 
Seattle, Wash. 

Strategies 360 offers more than 20 years of integrated expertise in opinion research, 
communications, public relations and government relations at the local and federal levels. The 
firm thrives at the intersection of campaign strategy and public policy. As Strategies 360’s 
Pierce County coordinator, Jack Nettleton provides unique strategic insight for clients in the 
South Sound area. He was raised in Tacoma, is a member of Tacoma Rotary #8, and has 
extensive political and public policy connections through his prior experiences. His grandfather, 
Booth Gardner, was Washington’s 19th governor. He worked on Congressman Derek Kilmer’s 
campaign, and he served as an intern in Gov. Christine Gregoire’s policy office. Co-founder and 
president Eric Sorenson’s has helped to drive Strategies 360’s growth from its flagship office in 
Seattle to offices in 10 western states and Washington, D.C. His previous clients have included 
Coca Cola, Gatorade, Hallmark, Kodak, Johnson & Johnson, Kraft, Target and Unilever.   

 

 


